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WOODFALL^S 

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, APkil 1,1794. 

IN a Committee, went through the Alien Bill, the Whald 
Fiibery Bill, and the Callico Bill. 
JUr. Hohart^ Sir William Heathcote^ and others, brought up 
the New Militia BiU, the Abingdon Paving Bill, one Road^ 
one Naturalization, and fix IncloTure Bills* 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, April i. 

Relli^i's Naturalization and the Em^ingham Idclofure Bills 
were read the third time, and pafled. 

Mr. Popham moved, ^* That leave be given to bring in X 
^ BiU for the better taking of fpecial Bail in Adions and Suits 
" depending in the Court of SeiEon in the Qounty Palatine, of 
" Lancafter.**— Granted. 

SINECURB PLACES. 

Mr. Harrifin gave notice, that on Tuefday liext he Ihould 
move for leave to bring in a Bill for appropriating certain emo^ 
luments, penfions, and finecure places for the fervice of the 
Public, according to the difpofition of Parliament, duriilg th^ 
prefent war : He meant to include in this regulation certain 
efficient places to a certain amount, and of a certain defcrip^ 
tion, as well as finecures. 

Mr. Burke faid, he hoped we (hould have fome other effici**' 
tnt rcfources for carrying on the war. 

VOLUNTEER BILL. 
Thi Chancellor of the Exchequer moved' the Order of the Day, 
- for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole ^ 
Houfe, on the Bill for the encouragement of fuch men as (hall' 
voluntarily enrol themfclvesfor the general defencc^ of tha 
kingdom during the prefent war. 
^ ^ B a Mr, 
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Mr. Francis wiflied to knoW| whether, if this Bill pafled^ it 
^718 underftood that fubfcriptions for raifing troops would be 
hdd to be fanAioned by- Parliament i 

The Cbancdlof rf the Sxeiequer faid, there was no declara* 
tion in this Bill on the fubjcdl ; but he had not the fmalleft 
difficmltT in (ayingi that when the corps was enlifteJ, he h^d 
no douDt that the applicaticm of any fubfcription towards 
fdhning that corps would be fecured by the Bill. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, it was his intention to offer on the 
report, a claufe exprefsly to authorife fubfqiptions, to remove 
doubts on the law as it now ftood, and that, without glancing 
at that queftion either the one way or the other. 

The Chancellor of, the Excheauer conceived fuch claufe tp 1^ 
unneceflkry, and {aid he fhouM therefore oppofc it* 
. Mr. Francis complained of a praftice, which, m his *opi> 
liion, miKtated againft the freedom of debate, and hi wiricb 
both^des of the Houfe were perhaps equally blamc'aHe: It" 
was of importance in the proceedings of die Houte, and he felt 
perfbnally the force of it : He meant the cuftom whidi men 
of great talents for eloquence adopted, of making very long, 
, and fometimes very tedious, fpocdies ; the confequencc ot 
which was, that if a Member, not'remarkablje for fuch powers, 
wilhed to deliver his fentiments, he had no attention paid to 
him, although his fpeech might hav« the beft of all qualities' in 
it — ^that of brevity. Had he been able to dblain a hearing on 
tiiat night when they were dHcuffing the propriety' of the 
Houfe teceiving pecuniary aids through any other medium or 
^£kion than that of Parliament, it was his intention to have 
endeavoured to- (liew, that they argued upon improper ground, 
when they took that of precedent inftead of principle, upon 
which alone the Houfe ihould form their decifion. Whatever 
J^arliament might have decided upon former occafions, might 
very fairly be urged in aid of other arguments, but ihould form - 
no rule or ftandard for every future decifion* Great as was the 
power of Parliament, he was far from thinking it omnipotent, 
as it muft be ever Aibje^l to the rules of general judice : But 
of ilill Icfs importance were thofe precedents drawn from the 
condu^l of particular perfons whiift in office. What had he 
' to do, what had that Houfe to do, with the opinion or the con« 
du£b of individuals at different times, when the point before 
them related to the fpirit of the conftitution ? Of what im- 
portatjcc was it to any Member of that Houfe, wifhing to 
judge for himfclf, what was thought or done in the year 1 78^, 
or any, other year, by Mr. Fox, or Mr. Pitt, or the Earl of 
Shelbnrne, or the Marquis of Rockingham, or Lord North, or 
any otfaw^nuin ? The duty of every Member of that Houife was 
-^ ^ to. 
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to form hit judgment and decide (or himrelf ) and haring 
done fo, he was of opinion that the meafure of raifing troops ia 
any way, or the levying of money in any manner, on the people^ 
but by the Commons in Parliament, was unconftitutional and 
dangerous* This point he illuftrated by various arguments^ 
and vrarned the Houfe of the dangerous extent to wl^h fuch 
« pra&ice might lead. He added, that if the necefiary fupplf 
was demanded in the ref!;ular Parliamentary form, he was one 
of- thofe who would readily agree to a much greater turn than 
was likely to be raifed in the circuitoUs and fufpicious manser 
that formed the effence of the meafure of the day. 

Mr. fax regretted that it became necefiary for him to advert 
to what had been faid on feveral parts of this fubjeci, particu- 
larly after ^e rebuke he, in common with Gentlemen on both 
fides, too juftly received from his Hon. Fnend ; but the man- 
ner in vi^hich the-bufinefs of 1782 had been brought forward 
hf the Attorney General on a former debate, impofcd a dutf 
on him which he was compelled to difcharge. mr. Fox ei^* 
tcrcd into the- nature, meanings and extent of the circular let- 
ter of the Earl of Shclburnc, in May 1 782, and alfo of his own 
eondu^ in 1782, and defied any perfon to Ihew the inconfift- 
ency of them. He defended tlic charafter of the Mari|uis of 
Rockingham, who had joined with him in the meafure of Ad* 
miniftration in 1782, in which he muft again repeat, what ht 
had (b often faid, that there was not one word of a fubfcrip- 
tion dated, fug^eftcd, or hinted -at in any part of the lettcfj 
the plan was totally different; it was to take the advice of 
mayors, magiftrates of towns, and county officers, upon the 
plain qnefiion, Whether it was prafticable and fafe to arm the 

fieople ? And no one man was to be paid, nor could they be 
ubje£)^ to military law 3 for thofe who came in the morning 
were at liberty to go away again at night. It was nothing more 
than fimply to teach fuch of them the ufe of arms as defired to 
be taught. He'had no objeSion ; n'4y, he wiihed thcfubje£t 
fliduld be revived and dil'cufled again, for the Attorney Ge- 
neral had brought fix or fcven anfwers to the letter of the 
Earl of SheHnirne, to- ihew what he called the g-oncral fenfe of 
the country on that letter ; and then he had chofen to con* 
elude, that whatever tjic framers of the letter miglu think, the 
people at large thought a fubfcription was to be opened in 
confequence of it. "VVliat was here called the geiierai fenfe of 
the country, was taken homfeven or eight anfwers, fclefted 
from the Trcafuryi out of the mafs of anfwers from the coun-. 
try,' amomidng in number to ane hundred and forty. He wiihed, 
theteibre, the whole of ihefe anfwers to be produced, and the 
ftrbjeA again ctfcufbd| that the Public might have an opportu* 
J : i nity 
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nity pf judging fairly on that point, whether* the Adminiftra^ 
tioa of 1782 had in any one thing countenanced any thing 
like a fubfcription. The only thing in which money was 
talked of at all, was that of paying foine labouring men^ for 
their lofs of time, fome trifle. He believed that if the 140 an* 
iWers h^ alluded to were produced, thoy would lead to a very 
diflerent concluHon from that which was. drawn by the Attor- 
ney General, from the partial extrafls, confifling of feven or 
eight, the mod favourable to his purpofe. For this leafon he 
wiihcd the difcuiHon to be revived. 

Mr, Burke faid, that a long fpeech on a fubjeA where a man 
bad not good materials, was a dangerous thing- 
Solid men of Bodon, make no long potations \ 
Solid mtn of Bofton, make no long orations. 

He ihould endeavour to profit by this advice. At the perioct 
alluded to, Mr. Fox mud know, that though he held an oiTice 
fuppofed to be very high and very advantageous, yet he was as 
completely ignorant of what was palling in the Cabinet 9s any 
man in England. He was then very fully employed in draw- 
ing up voluminous reports on the affairs of India, and alfo in a 
' laborious invedigation into tJie details of the public offices* 
Thefe, together with the feycre and arduous duties of his own 
dc^)artment, left him but very little time to attend to any. other 
bufinefs ; nnd as to the prefent tranfa£lion, he protefted that 
the fmalkd trace of it did not remain upon his memory. He 
muft, however, fay, from his private and intimate knowledge 
of the illuflrious Marquis of Rockingham, that no man was 
more incapable of concurring in any thing which he thought 
to be unconflitutional. 

Mr, Sheridan felt himfelf much difappointed in that kind of 
defence which he had a right to expe£l from Mr. Burke, of the 
conduiSt of the Marquis of Rockingham, and fuppofed, that 
the injundion againil " long orations" was not the only moral 
precept in that fyftem of ethics alluded to, which ferved to rc-^ 
gulate the conduct of that Right Hon. Gentleman. He would 
take the liberty to remind him of another paflage in the fame 
apprpved writer, in which he fays— 

^ Now it hapt in the country he went for a blefling } 
And Irom.hii new daddy 10 get a new lelTon* 
Hf we .r to daddy Jcnky, by Trimmer Hal attended i 
In fuch comfjany, good lack ! how his morals muft be mended ! 

He obfcrved, that Mr. Fox had mentioned the juftificatioft 
of the Noble Marquis to have been one of his chief motives^ for 
entering into the explanation \ whereas Mr. Burke was con* 
tented to declare his ignorance of the proceeding, and leave 
. . the 
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.the memory of the Marquis of Rockingham to be defended hj 
others. He charged* Mr. Burke with inconfiftency, in com- 
plainins of the place which he formerly held, and the lofs of 
which he bewailed immediatfely after the Adminiftration to 
^hich he belonged was difmifled. He called to his remem- 
brance the fpeech which he made upon that occafion, with a 
profefled fenfibility of regret in the lofs of all the enjoymentg 
of which he was deprived, and amongft others the mufic of 
drums znd Jifts^ which regularly afforded him a morning fere- 
nade. Returning to the fubjedi^ he faid, he wondered 'that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (hould not have thought as much 
of defending the Marquis on general grounds ; He had at 
lead as much reafon for it as Mr. Fox. He then made feveral 
obiervations on Mr. Burke's memory, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to ftate how (hameful it would be, if the minifter 
ihould, as it were, give a brief to the Attorney General from 
the Treafury, with thcfe garbled extrafts of anfwers to Lord 
Shelburne's letter, and then that thcfe extrafts were to be 

Jrinted in a minifterial paper at lengjth, as a proof of all that 
lappened in the year 178a, when it was known that the an* 
fwers were in all 140, and that thefe feven or eight were 
inerely fele£ted for a Treafury purpofe : All this to impoj« 
pn the Public. 

He wiflied the Right Hon. Gentleman oppofite him would 
add one mdre retraction to what he had already made, and 
confent to the production of thofe papers ; i/hen it would be 
found how different the circumftandeswere in the year 1782 
from what they were at prefent. At that time the meafure of 
requiring the people to take up arms for their own defence 
was deemed too dembcratic; fo far from being thought to tn- 
.creafe the influence of the Crown, it was faid to be fimilar t^ 
the plan of the volunteers of Ireland ; and would any one fay 
that the IrUh volunteers had increafed the influence of the 
Crown ? The meafure of the year 1778 was one which h^ 
very jttftly been condemned. 

4/r. Burke returned his fincere thanks to the philofopber for 
ihofe moral inftru£lions which he was fo kind as to convey to 
him^and of which he faid he Ihould not fail to profit, from a 
conviftjpn of how/ much the value of moral leflbns was en* 
jbanced, by being fo well exemplified in the life and a£lions of 
the preacher. That man muft, indeed, know little of mon^ 
)ity, who was not confcious that the longed life was too (hont 
JFor the attainment of its perfedlion ; and he who pra£iifed 
^orals with the moft delicate obfervance, would find fufHcient 
.i|K|perfe£tions to prevent him from beading of it. Without 
WJ^i'^S bimfelfj howevetj tp ^e impuution of vamty, hr 
' * hope4 
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hoped he might fo far rely upon his mora] charaAer, as to fop- 
pofc that it could rccciTe neither diminution nor addition from 
ahj teftimony which the Hon. Gentleman might bear to- 
wards it. 

• There were but two other points, of which he ihouM tdkt 
ftny notice. Tirft, what was laid of his diflike to official fitUa- 
tion ; and fecondly, the inattention of which he was accufe4 
to the vindication df the Marquis of Rocicingham. To the 
firft he would fay, that he never profeifed himfelf indifierent 
to the emoluments of official (ituation, or to the rank or pa^ 
Cronage that it affisrded ; and that, both in public arid private, 
he had always condemned the ridiculous jargon of thofe who 
affected the contrary. To the fecond he would only obfervo^ 
that though foroe charges .of inconfiftency had been made 
Ugainft the Right Hon. Gentleman oppofitc to hirti, for hisprei- ' 
fent opinions, he never had heard any made againft the late 
Marquis of Rockingham. 

Mr, Sheridan declared, that it was a gredt miilake to fup- 
^fe tha( he had either intended, or made any attack upon the 
morality of the Right Hon. Gentleman who had juft fat 
^own ; if his words had been attended to, it would appear 
that he fuppofed him to poflefs it in fuch fuperabundanci?, 
that he might even fpare fome part of it for the Right Hoil. 
Gentlemen that futtounded him. [Air. Burke was fitting ' 
upon the Trcafury Bench.] In fpeaking of his official fitua^ 
tion, he did no more than repeat his own espreffions \ and 
if the Right Hon. Gentleman had attended to the iaft debate, 
lie wouUl have heard dire£l charges of inconfiftency brought 
againft the Marquis of Rockingham. r 

Mr. Burke faid, that being otherwife diligently employed 
In fulfiiling the duty impofed upon him by the Houfe, there 
^ere only one or two fubjedis upon which be attended it% 
debates; though^ by way of extraordinary nlducement, the 
Ht)n. Gentleman always held out to him the douceur oihiyin^^ 
upon every occafion, the wh6le condud of his life ripped u^ 
and ranfacked. Recurring to" the official (ituation which he 
^t one time held, while the Hon. Gentleman was Secretary tb 
the Trcafury, he declared it to be fo irkfome to him, on ac- 
count of the negleft of others, that it was with much difficulty 
he was prevent^ from throwing it up, nor would any con- 
-fideration induce him willingly to pafs fo difagreeable a time 
again. He concluded with a ccnfurc of Mr; Sheridan,' in 
arraigmng the morality of a man of whom he knew* ib 
little. 

The Chaneelhr of the Epeehequer defended the Attorney Ge- 
neral in the ttfe which he had made of the anfwersfeiit to Lord 

Shd- 
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Shelbume*8 letter, obfemng that the nieafurc, in gienenil, was 
not much noticed or adied upon in the country; and it w» 
Aifficient if, in the few places where any proceedings were held 
upon it> the general underftanding was, that a free contribu-^ 
tion was folicited. He exprefled an indifference as to the epi- 
ritets that had been applied to him, and remained of his for^ 
mer opinion on the fubje£t. He maintained that by this plan, 
on the confeflion of the Right Hon. Gentleman himfelf (Mr« 
Fox), money was to have been given to fome of the perfons 
who were to aflemble under it; for this no provifion was 
made by Parliament. He wifhed to* know how much lefs 
that was than a fubfcription ? and as to the number being 
only feven or eight, he had only been apprized of «the thing at 
all after the debate began; and it was not to the number of 
the ftnfwers, but to the principle they proceeded upon, that at- 
tention ought to be dire^led. 

Mr. Rath faid, that in the county to which he belonged, % 
meeting was held upon I^ord Sheiburncfs lettersy and a Tub-, 
fcnption entered into. 

The queftion for committing the Bill was then put and car- 
ried, and Mr. Hobart took the Chair. 

The Chancellor rf the Exchequer obierved, that the moft ma- 
terial difference between this Bill and that of 1782 was, that it . 
extended to the cafes of internal riot and tumult, and of im- 
minent danger 0/ invafion. The reafons of this further la- 
titude he had before fubmitted to the Hou(k as efl^ntiaily con- 
nefted with the principles .of the Bill, and it would therefore 
be unneeeflary for himf to advert to them in the Committee. 
In this ftage, however, it was proper tp mention fome modi- 
fications which had occurred to him on the fuggeftions of 
various Gentlemen, as well as upon his own refle&on. He 
thought it likewife more expedient to bring them forward as 
amendments rather than as claufes, to be afterwards added to 
the Bill, as in the firft cafe they might be reprinted with the 
Bill, and thereby be more generally difcufled. ; 

I. He meant to propofe that no one, inrolling himfelf iaany 
of thefe Volunteer Conps, (hould be compelled to ferve in any 
other cafe, or on any other terms than thofe exprefled in the - 
conditions of the tnrollment. 

a. That all perfons fo inroUed (hould be exempt irom any 
ballot for thd militia that may occur during the time of fuck . 
inrollment. 

3, That the fergeants, corporals, and drummers (hould be. 
liable to be billetted, in the fame manner as they are in the mi« 
litia, though the corps is not calle4 out* 

Voir Illr C 4, That 



4fw Tkat when bi$ M^jefty (hall think fit fo to require the 
9Cm8, &c. ihall be delivered up, 

' 5. That all Court Martials, when they »re called out, ihall 
coa£ft only of officers heloneing to Volunteer Corps. 

' Mr, Sheridan wiihed to know if inrollQient was co \^ cpn*- 
fidered as tantamout tP in]ifting; And ifi in confequeacei a* 
peribn inrolled ^o^ld bp obliged to Qiarch )vhea the requifition 
was ipade I He thought the e^teniipp j^tf th$ A£l to the cafes. 
o£ riot and tumult to be not only unncc^ary> but incpnfiftent 
with the preamble of the Mutiny A£^. Military a^id to the 
fivil magiftiate wj(s unknown to thq conftitutioni though fo 
much retorted to of fete* He wiihed alfo to know if thpfo 
corps would be under martial Ii^w, \f a ((leriffchofe to call them 
out 00 any palbry riot i 

- TbeCt^v^Uorjaf th^ Exch^ufr f^d^ the BMl wo^ild contain 
no power to compel the corps to m;trch even when called on i 
it Wi& thought fufiicient to truft to the fpipt of EngUfhfipL^n, 
and the obljigatico <. they tbemfelv.e^ would feel from the en-? 
gagement they had made. When, hpweyeri thcy difi msircbj 
th^ vrould.be cohfidcred on actual fervicci receive pay^ and be 
fubje£l to military difcipKne. He conceived* that it w»| 
higbly proper to bxt^od the provifions of the A(X to ca^$ of 
riot and tumul^t.. '^ If .they exifted io any town, or in the 
country, for wbit imagioablc reafou fliould we debar ourfelves^ 
from the ppwer of xefor|ing to fuch a ready and efficacious 
iBode of quelling them? 

' The old do£lrrne againil (landing armi^^s was, in his opinipq^ 
totally inapplicable to. a foroe fo diffcreutly con(lituted as an 
lifeful voLanteer aflbciationy \vhtch could not be compelled to 
ijXk without its own confent. Though the Sheriff might cal^ 
on them to fupprefs riots and t|imult^f thgt was no new au- 
thority i it was in fome xnftances ihojrt pf the power which 
the bohflitution already gave in the fame cafes» as the iheri^f . 
might at piefent call th6 po/fi comHatus out, and compel the 
fervice of each individual in the county to fupprefs s^ny 
diftuxbance of the peace. 

llie prefent Bill only extended their authority to adjoining * 
CQuhtics ^ and this* he thought, nopc cbuld oppofe* who con- 
fidered that the Only chance of &ccefs which our eB^mies 
pQuld have in cafe of an invafion, was by a co-operation with 
fame internal diff urbance. 

(le wiihed it therefore to be gmeraliy known in the cnnitrjtf 
thai the ficurity and proieBion of the kingdom depended as rnuch on 
the.exi/iince of fuch a force in large mamifaili^ing tovim^ andsthi. 
interior of the country^ as on tbefia coaftn 

Hi 
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In Ahfwcr to the inquirv> now long, whefl called put, they 
arc to continue txnder rfiilitairy law ? he fald; only while thcf 
continued in piyj wheft they returned to their towns and di^ . 
trifts, under the words of the Aft, they wotild inftantly hi 
teleafed from ihe operations of that law. • • 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, adverting to fonletkm^ 
which fell fronfi Mr. Honcywood rfelative to the magiftrates of 
Kent, faid, that he underftoOd thdfe magiftratcs had a^ed iii 
a way which fully explained the matter, and cleared' theit 
tlaraftef from any imputation whatever. They had rcafoni 
to think that yery improper fteps had been taken in thai 
County, and fome letters came to their hands under cii-ciim- 
ftances of ftroiig fufpicion. They did not^ however, opeii 
them, as had been afferted, but fent otte of diem to the penbn 
to whom it was addiefled;, and waited for his information of 
Its contents, which proved, indeed, of fhe innocent artd 
iraufing nature (a' Vatentlhe) alluded to. Another letter hav- 
ing an addrefs totally illegible, they conceived themfclves war^^ 
ranted in opening, as it wa^ as likely to belong to them as iny 
other perfon. Thefe fafts he thought himfelf boaitd to ftate* 
as the infinuations and remarks which had been made . ah the 
iub]e£l had given fome uneafinefs tb'vtry refpeftablc ^n* 
iemeA, whofe aftivity and vigilaiicc were highly cdiri-* 
tnendable. . . , • 

Mr. Honeywood difclaimed all idea 6f cenfuring the ma^if- 
tratef, but faid he had only dated fafts oh that fubjeft. 

Mr. Sheridan thought it no light matter,' for the firft timc^ 
to lend a fandlion to calling in military aid to fhe civil povver^ 
and was forry to hear the Right Hon. Gentleman conceived 
that any danger whatever Was poflible to arife from the in^ 
terior ot the kingdom. He himfelf faw no great caufe of fca^ 
from the attempts of ^rartce, but none at all from any co^ 
operation which they were likely to receive In this country. Ifi 
fiowever, the powfir of calling but thefe torpsto fupprcwrioti 
only, was to exiil while there was a rebellion, or the appearancd 
. of ju he (hould not have objefted to it. 

The SolicUor (ieiieral (Mr. Mitford) tfiought this 'Bill pef- 
ifcftly confifterit with the true principles ot the conftitutionl 
On air fiimilar occafions the (herifF might I'aHe the poffe comU 
iatusj and ia ancient times affizes of arms and commiiBons 
6f array took place at the direfllion of the Crown, though now 
they had fallen into difufe. The prcfent mode of arming thd 
gentry^ and yeomanry of the kingdom was therdfofc not 
aew, /and* \va$ in faft only a'i;mitig property for its owii 
JroteSion; 

'^^'•'^ C% Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan obferved^ that the poffi comitatus was not un- 
der his Majefty's command, nor governed by officers of his 
appointment, and this undoubtedly conftituted a material dif- 
ference. He fhould have thoueht it would have been fufficient 
to revive the ancient pra£tice of commiflion of array and aiTizes 
of arms. 
. Tbi Solicitor' Gin fralhidf thefe commifTions and aflizes were 
difperied on the authority and at the difcretion of the Kingi 
and that the Iheriff might, compel any foldier or officer, 
of any rank within his county, to aiuft, him hi cafe of 
riots. ' 

Mr, &heridan ;(lked« if a foldicr miglit quit his corps on the 
requifition of the (heriff, without incurring the penalties of de- 
* fertion^ or if he could do fo in difobedience to the commands 
of his fuperior officer f 

The SUicitor G^ffern/ thought he might by the Common Law \ 
but how far the Mutiny h€t had altered it in that refpe£l;, he 
was not then prepared to fay. 

General Smith conceived that by the provifions of the BUl^ 
volunteers had only to refufe pay, and then they would no 
longer be fubjeO:ed to martial law. He thought fuch 
power being known to exift in the country^ would prevent 
riots and tumults, as well as reprefs them, if they 0iould 
arife. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, the Hon. General would 
on further confideration fee that, under this conception of th^ 
Bill, more inconvenience than advantage would relult ; and fo 
different was his opinion of tlie operation and intention of the 
Bill, that he could not refrain from expr^ffing it. Thefe corps 
were to march only under the obligation of honour, and their 
own premife; but when once they had marched they would 
be under military difcipline while they continued in pay, and 
they would remain in pay as long as Government in its difcre- 
tion, fubje£t as In all otner cafes to refponCbility, (hould think 
proper. 

General Smith faid, an army under his command in India 
once refufed to receive pay, and thought themfelves in con- 
lequenoe releafed from military obedience; he therefore 
thought that .the opinions of lawyers fliould be taken on the 
fubtea. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, that if he had anj 
doubt on the point, he (hould readily avail himfelf of the all- 
fiftance of learned men ; but under the Mutiny Bill it wa^ 
clear, that a foldier inlifted, and becoming liable to receive pay^ 
was fttbjeA to the rules of piartial law, without any power.oC 
rekafing himfelf from that fubje£Uon. ' ^ 

SoTftUBi 
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Sfrjeant AJair conc^trcd with the Right Hon. Gentlemai^ 
on tht operation of the Mutiny Bill. He thought it not fuf- 
ficiently clear, whether, if a corps be called out in cafe of 
riot, it is liable to be continued in arms during the war. As 
this was not the intention of thff'A£^, he conceived that it 
would be advi£tble tp fpeci^ in tbc daufe relating to thb 
fubjed— " That they fhouid only receive pay while they con- 
tinued in the fervicc on which they were called out." He 
thought aifo, that if it were meant to lelve.it at the option of 
the corps to mdrch or aot, it Ihould be explicitly faid, becanre^ 
under the words'of the Bill as it ftood at prefent, he had foxne 
doubts whether it was at their option. 

Tb^ Chancellor of the Exchequer ^ iaiA^ it was meant only to 
tely on the duty of fulfilling their promifeas to their marchings 
and he could not conceive that any doubt of their being able 
tot:hufe on that fubjed free from the coercion of any law 
could arife. The Mutiny Bill would bnly aittach on them 
when they aAually had marched, and could therefore compel 
them to march. . The words of the prefcnt Bill wete to the 
fame efFeft. - > 

The Committee then went throtigh the various claufes and 
amendments i after which the BUI was reported, ordered to be 
printed, and the report to be taken into further confidentioa 
, on Fricky the 4th of April. 

' PRENCHMEN IN' THE PAY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The Chancellof 0/ the Exchequer faid, he was forry the HouCq 
wa$ not fuller, but hfi, muft' give notice of a fubje^ of qon- 
Cderable importance. It might in the courfe of the next camn 
paign become advifable for his ^ajefty to avail htmfelf oa 
the continent of the afTiftance of Frenchmen who^wer^^will- 
ing to be employed in his Majefty's fervice there, and^hat this 
was likely to be to a very connderable extent -, he (hould there- 
fore move for feave to bring in a Bill on Friday, the 4th, for 
that purpofe. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, this feemed to him to be as alarming a 
mopbfition as any he ever heard \ he wifhed the notice had 
been given in a fuller Houfe. 

- The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, the Bill he intended tq 
move for would limit the number, and defcribe thofe who were 
to\be the bbjeds of it, as well as the continuance of their em* 
ploytncnt. 

The Bill for regulating the duty on Bills of Exchange, after 
a fliort converfttion between Mr. Hufley, Mr. Serjeant Adair, 
the Solicitor General, and Mr. Vaughin (the latter Gentle- 
floan wifhed the Bill to be printed. - and the Members for the 
• City 
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City of London to attend to It), paflcd the Committee 5 and 
the report vras ordered to be received to«morrow. 
Aflj6urned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, jfyril a. 

Major MaitlandiMj that in order to give time to tbemi* 
Bifter ta confider the fabjeA fully, he ihouid defer the modoa 
he intended to make. on the ^ inftant to th^ lotfa) but on 
the 3d he (hoald move for the Papers ah'esdy mentioned 
by his Honoundiie Frlendj Mr. Grey, relative to the lait 
campaign. 

The Bill to indemnify the Governors, &c. of the Weft 
ladies, for having permitted the Importation and Exportattoit 
of Goods in Foreign Bottoms, was reported, and ordered to be 
iQgrofled. 

As was alfo the Bill for. regulating the Stan^p Duty on Bills 
of Exchange. 

The BiU for laying a new t)uty onSlstes and Stones pafled 
the Committee, after a ihort converfation ; and the Report was 
ordered to be received on Monday the 7th. 

The Bill for railing Money on Exchequer Bills was read a 
(econd time, and ordered to be committed the 3d. 

The ^fewfoundland Judicature Bill was read a fecond time, 
tad ordered to be committed on Friday the 4t! » 

The Committees of Supply and of Ways and Means wer^ 
deferred to Friday the 4th. 
• Heard Gounfel on the Eau Brink Drainage Bill^ 
Adj(^tned. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, jipril 2* 

CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO LOR» 
LlEUfEfiA^JTS OF COUNTIES 

. The Marquh of Lanfdanvn faid, he was extremely forry that he 
jiad been abfen^ the other day, when he learnt that the circutair 
letter to Lord Lieutenants of counties. Mayors and Magiftrate$| 
of towns, &c. to which he had the honour to fubfcribe his 
name as Secretary of State in 1^782, had been brought undef 
dircudion both in that Houfe and in another place. He did 
iffure their Lordfhip^ that ^ he fpoke with great reverence to 
both.ftoufes, when he faid, that he had kept away by ar\ ac* 
fi^tal, and in fa^ a driving circuih{lance,a8 the Noble. Duke 
I near 



near him (tife Duke..p£ Grafton) well knew, as he ^ud thp 
konour of a cpaverfj^tion with him that morning. He (hould 
i^vc been extremely gkd to ie^m, th^t the meafure of 1782. 
as conftitution^l an atl as ever Government adoptetl, ihoul4 
be compared witl^ ^he; prefect meafure of Government, whicli^ 
to fay the Icaft, n a meafure of a very different chara&cr*^. 
The Marquis declared, he had availed himfelf of the firft pp^ 

Sprtunity tb;^t pffered of their Lordiliips being fummoned ta 
:ate to them thf .caufe of his abfence on the former day, an4 
to expreis his extreme anxloufnefs to argue the two cal^s dif*^ 
tin^lly and clearly ; and therefore gave notice, that he meai^t 
to fubmit the fuhjeft in (bme new fhape to their Lord (hips' rC"^ 
conCderatiou. He would not name a day, becaufe he Mndef^ii 
(toodthata Bill, to which the fubje£l naturally referred, xia4 
l^een reported the preceding day ;u another Houfe, which ii^ 
?11 probability might be expedled in that Houfe tqwards the, 
end of the next week. If accident had not entirely pifevented 
him from attending the other day, when the fubje£t he had 
alluded to was difcufled^ he (hoifld have given as decided a voti^ 
^ainft this k(l n^eafi^re of Government as ever h/Q did in his 
life : For he had no paf ty to . adhere to, nor any temptutioa 
whatever to depart from the principjlef be always avowed, and 
which it was tlxe pride pf his life to maintain. The Marqui^ 
added, that when the day of difcuflipn arrived, be flattered 
himfelf ^ (hpuld be able to ibew, that there w^s as broad a 
diftinfiion ||>etvv^en the prefent meafure and that pf 1782, as 
bjctween thf Bopd conilitutional meafure evcx adopted, ^d 
ope of th^ . mod irregular and unwarrantable in the reign of 
Charles the Firft. ^ 

. Lord, Gren^m^ faid, it was equally indifferent to Wm as to 
the CQurie the Noble Marquis (faould be pleafed to take, or la 
what manner he meant to bring the .fubjed alluded to. again, 
imder coniideration ^ he would referve himfelf for that occa- 
fipn^ and had no doubt but that he fho'uld be able to ihew the 
propriety, iuftice, and truth of the refolution to which their 
Lprdfliips bad come on the late dei>ate refpe£ling it, and o£ 
t^e foundneiJi of the principles then maintained ; and therefore 
|ie did not imagine, that they would find any reafon to depart . 
from, the opinion that Houfe had fo recently pronounced, or 
^^ with the fknallef^ degree of inconfiftency. 

NAVIGATION LAWS. 

Lord Hawlejbury moved the Order of the Day^ which hav- 
1% ^^n read, his Lordfhip faid, he had taken the liberty to 
|i^e their Lordfhips fummoned for that day, in order to fubr 
fflfi tp them apropoiition relative to a very material pointy the 

laws 
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hws TcfpcfWng the narigation of this coUntry ; a flibjcft of the 
Qtmoft importance, as it was ciofelv connected with the naval. 

} lower of Great Britain, and of wnich our anceftors were fa 
cnfiblc, that it had, at all times, caHed forth their particular 
care. The fyftem of thofe laws, on which fo much depended, 
en being referred to, would be found to hare been gra^ 
dually cftabliflied by our anceftors, whofe wifdom in all their 
proceedings was moft apparent. They well knew that a fyftem 
fo important was not to be eftabliftted in a foment, that it 
tould only rife to pcrfcftFon by flow degrees, and that it muft 
itec^flarily be a work 6f time. His Lorddiip pointed out the va- 
fious and manifold advantages that muft rcfult to this country, 
is a maritime and commercial power, from a due and timely 
attention to her mercantile marine. His Lordfliip took a re- 
view of the Navigation Laws, from the time of Richard II. to 
tfie prefent period, and pointed out the improven>ents that 
liad been progrcffively made. As the laws now ftood, all (hips 
importing into this country the produce of Afia, Africa, and 
America^ and of Ruflia and Turkey, muft be built in the Bri- 
rifh dominions ; as veffels, made free of the Bricifli ports, and 
three-fourths of the failors employed in navigating any fiich 
fhips during peace, muft be Britifh failors ; oy thefe means 
tire not only extended Our trade, but alfo provided (uch, a' 
number of failors for the fervice of the country in time of war 
as could not otherwife be colleftcd. After dweliiog for fome 
time upon thefe principles and regulations under the exifting 
laws upon the fubje£l, his Lordihip faid, the particular occa- 
fion of his coming forward to trouble the Houfe, was a cir- 
cumftancc that had recently occurred withiti his own know- ' 
ledge. A fliip laden with gunpowder, having «io other BritifK 
fubjed on board than die Mafter, had come into Cowes, in 
the Ifle of Wight 5 the'ffiip had been very properly ftoppedt 
and the Cuftom*houfe officer had reported the circumftances . 
immediately to Government; and It turned out that the fliip 
had been freighted from a port in Holland with gunpowder 
for the fole u(e of the King of Sardinia, and that upon a re- 
ference to the ftatutes, the (hip being a Britifh bottom, it was , 
not requifite for her to have more than a Britifii Mafter on 
board, and that, (he might be navigated by foreign mariners. 
This, coniidering the vaft importance of our doing every diing 
to render our fyftem of Navigation Laws perfeS, feemed to 
be ai) evil that called for a remedy; and therefore he ipeant^ 
before he fat down, to prefent a Bill to oblige all Britiib (hips . 
to be navigated by three-fourths of Briti(h mariners, and unleSi 
they were fo navigated, not to be entitled to the privileges of 
Britiih (hips. He meant the Bill by no mekns to take efieft - 

tin 
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tin the end of the prefect war,Srhcn, as fo many thoufands 
of Britifh feamen would be difcharged from his Majefty's 
navy, it would be highly ncceifary to provide a means of ex- 
erting their profefTtonal abilities, at once ufeful to the coun- 
try, and ufeful to them. 

The next point he meant to introduce a claufe about was, 
the (hips employed in our coafting trade. As the law ftood 
refpe£iing them at prefent, they were obliged to be manned 
with three-fourths Britifli mariners, and one-fourth foreigners. 
His imention was to introduce a claufe, obliging coafling 
(hips, after the conclufion of the war, to be manned entirely 
with Britiih mariners, bccaufe he did not think it confiftent 
with policy tofuffer foreigners to become too intimately ac- 
quainted with our coafls, and becaufe, as the coailing navi- 
gation was . the great fource of feamen when wanted for the 
defence of the country, it ought to be particularly the objeft 
of Parliamentary attention. 

Another claufe of great importance was, that which con- 
cerned the out-going (hips with the freedom of the Briti(h 
ports ; by this we <nrerc enabled to know at any time the num- 
ber of (hips belonging ta this country, their meafurement, the 
number of failors employed in them, a particular defcription 
of theni, and the nafnes of all the owners of each (hip. No- 
thing could exceed the utility of fuch a regifter; it extended 
to the fale of fuch fliips as are free of the Britilh ports ; but in 
this it was defeftive; for though it obliged the parties to rhake 
a certificate of the fale, in order that it might erijoy the privi- 
leges of a perfed (hip^ yet it had fometimes occurred that 
this bad been evaded. His Lord(hip detailed the particulars 
pf the mode in which a fhip took out her cenificate, was re- 
giftered, and when (he was fold prefented the bill of fale to 
the Cuftom-houfe. To (hew that fonie additional regulatiQx^ 
was necciFary in thefe rcfpeiks, he (tated the iuftance of a (hip 
fold at fea (of which, he believed, there were but few). Th^ 
(hip was fold in the Weft Indies, and' afterwards went froni 
port to port, taking frefli cargoes on board, and all the time 
claimin,^ and exerciiing the privileges of a Bricifli (hip. It 
happened, however, that the (Iiip was at laft feized at the 
port of Savannah, in Jamaica, and the cafe was heard before 
the Court of Admiralty there ; that Court, by their decifion, 
ftated, that no fpecific time was limited by law for her coming 
home to be regittercd in the port to which (he belonged. The 
cafe Was brought before a Court oi Equity, and he faw a 
Noble Lord in the Houfe who couKi bed corrc<S him if he was 
wrong (Lord Thurlow) •, hut he unclcrllood that it was in that 
Court held, that in equity there was no remedy, and that the 
Vol. m. D (hip 
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fliip was entitled to the privileges of a Britifli fliip. The cafe 
afterwards came before the Privy Council, and a Noble Earl 
(Lord Camden), then unfortunately abfent on account of his 
ill health, took great pains in examining the witnefTes, and 
going through the whole of the evidence ; and he faid (for he 
well remembered the Lord Prefident's words), that a {hip fold 
at fea ought to return with all due diligence to be regiflercdy 
and he expounded his meaning by declaring, that a fhip fold 
at fea might carry the cargo with which (he was laden to the 
port flie was bound for, and there take on board another 
freight, but (he ought to take that freight for the port at home 
to which flie belonged, in order to be regiftered 5^ the obtain- 
ment of that regulation being a point which it was bound to 
aim at with ail due diligence^ What the Lord Prefident of the 
Council had fo wifely iliued, his Lordfliip declared he meant 
to make the law of tne land. 

Having thus pointed out the particular cafes that called for 
further regulation, and required the interpofition of Parlia- 
ment, Lord Hawkefbury called the attention of their Lord- 
ihips to the growing (late and comparative difference of amount 
of our mercantile marine from the time of Queen Elizabeth 
down to the prefcnt day *. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, April '^^ 

Read a third time, and pafled, the Bill to indemnify the 
.Governors, &c. of the Weft Indies, who have permitted the 
importation and exportation of goods in foreign bottoms. 

GUNS AND STORES LEFT AT DUNKIRK AND TOULON. 

Maj:r Maithnd rofe in purfuance of his notice of the pre- 
ceding day, to call the attention of the Houfe to a fubjeft on 
which he had troubled them before, viz. to move for Papers 
of a fimilar nature with feme which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had already objcftcd to producing. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman having had time for deliberation, would he trufted^ 
do as he had done on feveral other occaf'oos, acknowledge that 
his former opinion was erroneous. His Hon. Friend (Mr. 

• This rpi»fch of Lord Hawktfbury being iipcn one of the moft im* 
.portant ful:j:6ts that can atinft the attention of the country, the Editor 
It preparing a more copious and accurate detail of the whole argument* 
with all the Itacements and eiuimcr^tions made by his Lord/hip with re- 
gard to the number of (hipi and Teamen, with ihe meafurement of the 
various veHTcls employed in our commercial marme» from the reign of 
Elisabeth down to the jfrefent time j which he fliall inf«rt as foon as it 
can be perfected. 

Grey) 
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Grey) he underftood to have moved for abftrafks of the cor- 
refpondence between minifters and officers employed in con- 
du£ling the war. He did not think it neccflary to^ go fo far» 
and (hould be fatisfied if the abdrafts of that correfpondence 
already communicated to the Public in the Gazette, were col- 
le^ed and printed for the life of the Houfe, fo as to bring the 
whole of the information refpefting the laft campaign, which 
minifters had thought fit to publifh, into one point of view. 
On this, however, he would not infift, if any objeAion ihoiild 
be made to it ; becaufe he had other materials to found his 
motion upon, rcfpcding the general condu£l of tlie campaign. 
The lifts of the killed and wounded during the laft campaign 
were of no material confequence, and he certainly could have 
no perfonal concern in having them printed. The obje£tion 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer) had made to that meafure was, that it would tend to 
harrow the feelings of thofe whofe friends had unfortunately 
been the vidiims of war i and that it was not right to ftate our 
loffes to the Public, becaufe it might tend to difcourage them 
from the profecution of the war. As to the firft of thefe points, 
it muft be allowed that fuch could not be his obje£^ in the 
motion ; and as to the fecond point, he was convinced, that 
at prefent thp public opinion was, that a nluch greater num- 
ber were killed of the Britifh forces than adually were, as it 
appeared from the returns which he had confulted, and he 
thought it but right that this (zA fliould be made known to 
the Public. With regard to the other papers which he fhould 
move for, they certainly bore more on the general queftion of 
the condu£): of the war. TUe length of a paper was fometimes 
urged as an objedtion to printing it, but the return in queftion 
was too fhort to admit of that objedlion. If, therefore, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (hould oppofe its being printed, 
he muft fuppofe that his only motive was a general principle 
of oppofition to every thing that did not come from his own 
fide of the Houfe. He afked whether any fimilar papers, 
where the rights and privilege of a fellow-citizen were con- 
cerned, were ever before refufed ? Defules the extra£ls from 
the Gazettes, and the returns of the killed and wounded, he 
fhould wifh alfo for an exaft ftatement of the guns, ftores, 
ammunition, &c. left behind at Dunkirk and Toulon, when 
the Britifh forces retired from thofe places. He next obferved, 
that he could not forget the aflcrtions, which had been made 
fron^ the Throne on the firft day of the feffion, and which had 
fo frequently been the fubje£l of high-founding argument in 
that Houfe, viz, the general fuccefs of the campaign. He 
believed the general fuccefs ofthe campaign was not quite fo 
D 2 pro- 
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firofperous as was afierteVl ', and before Gentlemen ufed that 
language, he took the liberty of advifing them not to talk of 
individual points^ but to endeavour to enable themfelves to 
ftrike a general balance. It was true, a few tattered enfigns^ 
broken wheelbarrows, and unferviceable drums, had been 
taken, which ferved as great trophies of vi£lory, and made a 
capital figure in the Gazette ftatement of our incon/iderabie 
loflcs; but when the people were informed of the credit fide 
of the account, ought they not alfo to be acquainted with the 
debit fide of the fame account, that they might be able to 
ftrikfe the balance for themfelves between what we gained and 
what we loft ? The plain queftion was this^Had, or had not, 
the Houfe of Commons, and the People of England, a right 
to be truly informed of every event of the war ? 

He was glad to fee an Hon. Baronet (Sir James Murray) in 
his place ; and he would aflc that Hon. Baronet, if thirty-two 
guns, the. number ftatcd ;n the Gazette, were all that were 
left before Dunkirk ? He meant not to infinuate that the Hon. 
Baronet had fent a return which he believed not to be true. In 
the heat of viOory, the advantage gained was naturally over* 
rated ; and in the calamity of defeat, and hurry of r e tr eating, 
the whole extent of the lofs could not pofTibly be afeertained 
in the firft inftance. But when the fafts were afterwards af- 
eertained, they ought to be ftated \ and if the return fliould 
now be refufed, he hoped the Hon. Baronet would give the 
Houfe that information which, when his difpatches were 
written, he might not have had the means of doing. In ahnoft 
every inftance where minifters had employed the Britifh troops 
feparately, the Major contended, that they had been fo em- 
ployed as to be unfuccefsful. They who exaggerated all the 
advantages obtained, in conjun£lion with our allies, ought to 
give a correft account of our feparate lofles. His motion 
could not be objected to as tending to give improper informa- 
tion to the enemy. Of that information the enemy had long 
been in full pofleflion. The Houfe of Commons alone was 
ignorant. He concluded by moving, " That an humble Ad- 
** drefs be prefentcd to his Majefty, requefting that he would 
** give direftions that there be laid before the Houfe, returns 
^* of the number of guns and military ftores left at Dunkirk 
•• and Toulon rcfpefti- dy, on the retreat of the BritiQi forces 
'* from thofe places.*' 

Tif Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he ihould not trouble 
the Houfe long on the queftion, fince, on reconfideration, he 
was confirmed in the opinion he formerly expreffcd on the 
fubje£^, and by no means inclined to retrad it. What fell 
from the Hon. Gentleman had rather ftrengthcned his former 
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opinion, as fae had ccmfcfifcd that it wouM be ufelcfs to him if 
the two firft accoants were printed j if any compromife, there<^ 
fore, were to take place, he expe£bed it would be by an accef- 
fion of numbers to his fide, rather than any defeflion from it* 
He had before obje£led to printing the return of the killed and 
wounded, as fuperfluous and unwife, beeaufe it would tend to 
increafe a circulation of the knowledge of the inevitable evils 
of war, when no good confequence could pofTibly arife from 
it. It was true, in this cafe, the calamities were in hCt lefs 
than had been apprehended ; but as he fhould not have felt 
his opinion of the war, or his refolution to carry it on, at all 
Shaken from any degree of thofe infeparable evils, he thought 
It not fair to avail himfelf of the contrary argument, when, 
from accidental circwni (lances, it told in his favour. The 
propo6tion for printing the abftraft of the correfpondencc 
publifhcd in the Gazette, neceffarily aflumcd that thefc ab« 
ftra£ts, as already publilhed, had given ground for fufpeAing 
that miniftcrs, or thofe whom they employed^ had been guilty 
of mifcondud ; an afTumntion which he could not admit, and 
which ought not to have been unaccompanied with any thing 
like the ftatenient of fomc ground 6r other to warrant it. 
Another obje£lion was, that if there were ground of fufpicioa, 
it would be neceifary to do a great deal 'more than print the 
abftrads in queftion. It would be neceflary to call for all the 
materials for a general inquiry into the whole condu^ of the 
campaign, for all the plans of operation, and all the intelli- 
gence upon which they had been formed. Tliefe, it was truCt 
might be laid before the Houfe on great and grave occaIiom» 
but not on fuch reafons as were at prefcnt allcdged. 

Whatever opinion the Hon. Gentleman had himfelf adopted 
concerning the Britifli troops when feparatcly employed, he 
had not the fmalleft hefitation to declare, that,. with the fingle 
exception of the fiegc of Dunkirk, they had been as fuccefsful 
as tliey had been brave in every confli£b in which they had been 
engaged. Guns, colours, and llorcs, he faid, would be as 
bad materials for the declamation which was apprehended as 
'for argument. Had miniftcrs ever ftatcd oijr having taken 
more ftores from the enemy than the enemy from us as a 
-proof of fuccefs ? No fach thing. They had faid tliat, on a 
general view of territory, of points of attack, of relative force 
and internal fituation, we had now much better pounds to 
hope for fuccefs tlian at the commencement ot the war. 
What could be more obvious, than that when an expedition 
was crowned with fuccefs, there was leifure and opportunity 
tc take a minute account of every thing that had bten gained ; 
and k was the duty, as it mult be the inclination, of every 
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away the propriety of concding publicly an crroiieons return 
which had publicly been made ? It was the firft time, he faid, 
that fimilar accounts had been refufed. In^former wars, com* 
munications of this kind were much more free and abundant. 
He declared he had ho ways altered his opin'ion concerning th^ 
motions he made for printing the returns already obtained, 
and extracts from the Gazettes. On thofe fubjcds, and on 
the prefenty he thought the fubjeft had a right to ezpe£l full 
and explicit information. 

Major Maittand exprefied much fatisfaflion, that the Hon. 
Baronet had not adopted the Chancellor of the Exchequer's 
hint of filence. He faid, if the return were refufed the Public 
would know that the information publiflicd in the Gazette was 
erroneous, and that, when known to be fo, miniilers refufed to ' 
correft it. The lefs the true return differed from that given 
in the firft difpatch, the more proper it was to produce it. 

The queftion was put and negatived without a divifion. 
f The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that as the report 
cf the Volunteer Corps Bill would probably occaficn a good 
deal of difcuflion next day, he could not flatter himfelf with 
hopes of being able to open the Bill for enabling his Majefty 
to employ Frenchmen in the Britifli fervice, on the Conti- 
nent* 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, April ^. 

Lord Oxford took his feat. 

The Royal Aflcnt was given by commifllon to thirteen pub- 
lic and three private Bills. The Commiffioncrs were. Lords 
Hanvhjhnry and Oxford^ and the B'lfhop of London. 

Several Bills wtre brought up from the Houfe pf Commons 
by Mr, Hobartm 

tARL STANHOPE'S MOTION. 

The order of the day being read, Earl Stanhope addreiTed 
the Houfe as follows :— •* My Lords, confidering the extent, 
the objc£k, and the importance of the motion I have to lay be- 
fore you, I am cotiviticed that no blame will this night attach 
tome for rrqucftingyour Lordfhips'to be fummoned; as an 
EngUfliman.fiinporting the honour of my country — as a 
ChrifUan in doing the duty of my Situation, — and maintaining 
the principles of rclit^ion, without which it is impoffiblc that 
any country can pr ^fpT, I this night appear before your Lord- - 
{hips : This principle I (hall firft lay down, that no country 
can thrive m\i\<^\ depends on the miferies of another. Asa man 
aduated by motives of {Ailanthropy, I have been in4uc6d to 
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intrude mji^X on jrottr indulgence. My Lords, an exprefficm 
having b^len made ufe of, repugnant to every principle of hu^ 
many — of reKgton**-and of focial duty,! wifhed to remove 
the idea of this Houfe agreeing with fuch an abonunable fen^ 
timent, as thai the minifters of this country ought Jto inUrfin in 
fvery manfier peffible t^fxciti a civU war in France i and i come, 
my Lords, fcytified agaiiift fuch a fentiment, with the refped- 
able authority of a Right Rev. Prelate, on the bench oppofite 
me (the Biftiop of Norwich *). You will, my Lords^ 1 am cer- 
tain, be induced to agree with what may fall from the Reve- 
rend Bench*, but this I, at leaft, have reafoti to expe£k, that 
none of his Reverend Brethren will differ from his do<flrine } 
and though, my Lords, there is much of this fermon to which 
I cannot give my approbation, yet thefe are fentiments which 
have made a forcible impreiEon on my mind, and have my full 
concurrence. 

" The occafions that have given rife to fafts," faid the 
Bifliop, ^* are as various as the calamities to which' fociety is 
•* fubjeft : Dearth, famine, peftilcnce, and among the greateft 
*< of focial evils— WAR. It is among the griatcft of focial 
*< mi/r, becauf<6 it carries in its train many of thofe to which t 
** have alluded, and is conne£ted with the vforfi pajjiom of the 
•* human mind. The inclemency of the elements, and the 
<* wide wafte of infectious difeafe, are lefs to be apprehendec^ 
^ becaufe lefs frequent in return than the murderous confli&r 
« of enraged nations. To enumerate the caufcs of w ar were 
•* a fruitlefs attempt •, and indeed if they were capable of 
" being riumbercd, the application of them would be matter 
*• of ftill greater difficulty. Wars are often known to the 
•* many, only by the devaftation and ravage they commit^ 
" where * tne land before them is as the garden of Eden, and 
<^ bkhind them as a defolate wildernefs.' But the fourcek 
" from which they are derived, 'are infcrutable to popular 
^* inquiry : Whether they originate from revenge, jealouff, 
•* ambition, caprice, policy, or the only legitimate caufe of war"^ 
** felf^drfence/* Such has been the admirable chara£ler which 
a learned and pious BiOiop has given of war, when appointed 
to preach a fermon before your Lordfliips ; and furely the 
whole Bench of Biihops wiH teel it to be their duty, as follow- 
ers and teachers of the divine law of Chrift, to do their utmoft 
to put an end to a war which is (bus fraught with fo many ca«» 
lamities to mankind. What the motives of this war are, it 
will be impoffible for any Noble Lord in this Houfe to ex- 
plain,— <* Uhey are really infcrutable to popular inquiry,** Every 
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poffible modve that could bethought m^ Itkdy ^to ioflami / 
men's tninds hats been affisrtedi and among others reU^n Ksf 
not been fdrgotten. '< Rcligion," (ays the fasie pbu« 
iBilhopt ^' bas often been prefled into the temce of wan and 
<^ comnelled to bear the ihcdy Jtamhrd (famUHmJ'^^^^ Heaco 
«• douDt and fufpicion naturally arife^ whenever reHgioti is 
•* faid to be conneded with ^ar" 

^' In the agitation and ferment of the public mindy infepft* 
^ rable from a ftate of noaffare^ it id the ^fial provinei tf n^ 
** ligioH to inculcate temfer and ^Hodiraifm^ atid. whether elated 
^ by yi&ory or deprelled by misfortunei to feftore the nation- 
•* to its proper lercl •" 

^ Hercy my liOrdS) l^mj^r and moderation are partteuhriy re« 
commended i and, that temper and moderation ihonJd be ex* 
crcifed in the condu^ of this war, is what I particularly dcfire 
to impreis : I wifh you to abftain from thofe wanton cruelties 
which were fe condesKiedr When atCerapled to be pradifed in 
the war againft America. I am fure the Rev. Prelate felt 
what he meant to inculcatci and that no confideration would 
perfuade liim to aft inconfiftently with his deciatation ; but 
if we are to cement every power, as^we did in the time of that 
American war, with which Cpif and natwrehasehtrniteduS) if 
we are to exert 0// thofe abilities which are in our hands, where 
Js that rentier f where is that motlfraiieHMfhHii we ar^cKhcurted 
^o purfue r What is the opinion of the Right Rev. Bench on 
that head i If dofhrines were in any me^ifure to eoaleice with 
our anions, the Sifllops at leaft will, this day, coincide with 
me. 

^ The (nhje£k which I mean to bring forward does not en-* 
tirely agree with the idea given out oit a former night ^ it doos' 
not comprehend the particular fpeech which gave -rife t# k, 
but includes the confideration of an abftrs^ propofition) 
wluch tf the Houfe (hall do me the honour to (bpport, and 
fhall conficm, by their decifion, the -criminality of the meafiire 
which I intend to renrobate, then a Hik of condud may be 
laid down, from whicn huniAers ihall not Jartt6 deviate. 

^ The propofition which calls for your Lordflrips' decided 
diiapprobitton, may be ooftfidered as an ab(lra£k one ; it is rnv 
ihaterial tvtere it wa» deliverefl, or from tak^e lips it fell. It 
is fufficient for mv purpofe, th^t the fentiment itfelf be di/a^ 
nfowfd by thisHoutc. The fentiment, my Lords, is this, « that 
« if it nuere pojfthfe that a targe My of Frenchmen touUheengagii' 
^* to undertake a civil iuar in Ffance 4n favour of Momarchy^there 
*' if no expthce which ought not to he incurred for that purf^t?* 

** Now what can the purport of this be, but to introduce 
diAbrd TCtiA confufion, by the means rA bribery and corruption ; v 
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Jto cxcitt acmilbn|4 of ibat aOeg«uioe which erery. man owea 
to hir qoontfn and <fio eftaUiih ^at moft dreadfitl of siil e?il9» 
a nviJ wPTitbon which> m iis nature nothing jcan produce 
effe£^8 matt mMrablCf or oonfcs^acDces mope dire % cSc&h a9 
the eoatempbtioB of whidji ;tbe flmd fhudders and recoUs 9( 
the hondyblept£kttre. 

^ It is» mv Lords, repugnant aMb to the law of nations, as I 
fliall prQivtt.4y aft ^xtJeiBt fion% the Commentaries of Juftice 
fibckftotte: i . 

^ The kw of natbns is. a. fyftem of rules, dedaciblc by na« 
^ tural reafon» and eftaUilhed by ^uuTerfai confent among the 
** civiiized inhabitants of the world ; in order to decide aU 
^ difpntes, to regulate all oeremozues and civ!lities« and to ii^ 
*^ fiite theoUervanoe of juftice and 'good £iitb» in. that in* 
*< tteroMrfe irhich muft £r-equendy occur between two or 
■** more indepeadont flatest and the indiiridttals belonging tm 
^ each. Thtts general law is founded upon this, pnnc^plc^ . 
^ thai Jiffifrint Jtati^m ought in time rf^aeeig Jo ptit amthfr all 
** tie good tbey can s and^ in ^ime <fwar^ as litt/etarm as P^^/e^ 
*• withont'prefudice tp tknr *wii r^ol intenjls. And» as noife 
^ of thete ftttes wiUiaUbw a fuperipxity .m the other, therei- 
'* fone neither can diAato jor pmcrtbeihe tnlos of this law to 
^< thcfieft^ but fvqh rulea itiiiit neceflaciJy refult from thofe 
^** jirinciptes of naUihal juftice, in which all the learned cf 
^* every naMo i^ree*" 

^ I am liiiewife ftreagtbened in declaring, that fuch conduft 
fliottld notjir pu»fue<l» ^cU I advert to a late publication on ^ 
National Force written by ;\ learned Lord (Hawkefbury) \ that 
Moble Lord ba^ faid in his .publicatiorif that England was fo 
tdifttngniftpd far a variety of bkffings^ that fhe ihould bepatv- 
ticularly caaefulof her own intorcft ; and> in oompariuf^ it to 
<ochcrst-he fett a nobksudigfbitAOfi in con^jafting her lUuation 
urith.ariiitrary 4|^vemments.< In that pamphUtt the Noble 
Lord aUb ftated^ tli^^ the v$ifiry of France, undejr ita former 
j;oveTomem» wasy^ complete^ thac.^ did mt ihitik that county 
Oiforih frefitrmng^ li the Noblo Lord could think that Jtich 
xouatries whidi wf «e enflaved by the tyranny and defpotifm 
ahat ha abboifed fo mimci\ were no( worthy ot being froedf not 
fttfficicttlly dkicrving of r^rd. that their prefeiv^on ihould 
ht a matter of kfs^^ lodi^ce nee, what was ihe reafon that^ 
.•rhen France had rde£ted thaMavery, xhat miierable depend- 
.fifUTftiiat it ^KMild nifl^ irrfi^cuMu. and bedetefted for thsit 
very, reafon, which, in not complying with before, it .had in. 
purred reprobation l 3t»l« my Lords, are we from this to infer 
that we (hould throw chains aboul |he necks of this unhappy 
reople^not for a few years, but to diftrad them by civil war? 
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polEble motive that could bethought meft likdy io inflamt / 
men's minds has been affertedi and aunong others rtUpoH ha^ 
iiot been fbrgotten. '< Rsligion,'' (ay» rfae fa»e pk>ui 
IBilbop, *^ has often been preiled into the lerviee of wan and 
*^ compelled to bear the bhody Jtattdm-d ^mmittim.^^^^^ Hence 
** douDt and fufpicion naturally arifet whenever Te/igion U 
'* faid to be conneded vith war" 

^* In the agitation and ferment bf the pi^lic mtnd» infep^ 
^ rable from a ftate of nonffare^ it id the efpeiial pr9%nnee if re* 
<* Upon to inculcate rrm^ and Hiodiraiim^ aiid. whether elated 
^ by vi&ory or deprdfled by misfortunci to feftore the natiofi' 
•* to its proper lerel/* 

^ Here^ my LordSt ten^r and moderation are p<irticiihrly re« 
commended \ and, that temper and moderation flionid be ex* 
crcifed in the conduA of this war, is what I panicularly defire 
to imprefs t I wifli you to abftain from thofe wanton cruelties 
which were fo condeaHiedr when attempled to be pradifed in 
the war againft America. I am fure the Rev. Prelate ftli 
what he meant to inculcate, 9nd that no confideration wonid 
perfuade him to zCt inconfiftentif with his declaration ; but 
if we aire to cement every power, at-we did in the time of tliat 
American war, with which CM and nature has entrnfted uS) if 
we are to exen a// thofe abilities which are in our hands where 
is that temper ^ where is that modfratioH whicfi we are exhorted 
Jto purfue r What is the opUiion of the Right Rev. Bench on 
that bead? If dofhrines were in any me^i&ire to ooalefce with 
our aiftions, the Btlhops at leaft will, this dayi coincide with 
jne* 

^ The fubje£k which I mean to brmg forward docs not en« 
tirely agree with the idea given out on a former night ^ it doos' 
not comprehend the particular fpeech which gave rife t» it, 
but ittchides the confideration of an abftracl propofition) 
which if the Houfe (hall do me the honour lo inpport, and 
fhall conficm, by their decifion, the 'criminality of the mea&tre 
which I intend to reprobate, then a line of conduQ may be 
laid down, from whicn minifters (hall not dare to deviate^ 

^ The propofition which calls for your Lord(hips' decided 
difapprobntton, may becoftiidered as an abftra£k one ( it is ioi.. 
material wabere it wa» delivered, or from nvhft lips it fell. It 
is fufficient for mv purpofc, tlwl the fentiment itfelf be difa^ 
vowed by thisHoule. The fentiment, my Lords, is this, « that 
<* if it were fojfthh that a lar^e hodyofFrenchnwn touUhoHfgaged 
** to undertake a civil war in Ffanct in favour of Alonarchy^theri 
** it no e:ipehce which ought not to be incurred for that purpife!* 

** Now what can the purport of this be, but to introduce 
dUkrd aAid confuiion, by the means T>f bribery and corruption \ - 
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Jto€Xtkt%€oaiUa^^^t allcgnnoe which erery m«n owe» 
to hir qoontTK lAd U> eftaUiih that moft dreadful of ail eyils* 
a mp/ «i0rt;tflsm which» ixk its nature nothins jcan produce 
eflfe^^s ittoir fxcerablcy or confqquences mate dirt % eScSt^ 19 
the coatemj^tOB of whicb ;tbe niivl ihuddcrs and recoils ?( 
the hondyblepiAiure* , 

^ It is, my Lords, repugnant aHb to the law of nations, as I 
ttall prove .«]r aa extn£6l f com, the Commentaries of Juftice 
fibekftotte: i . 

^ The kw! of natbns is a^fyftem of rules, dednciblc by na« 
^ tural reafon» and eftaUilhed by MniTerfal confent among the 
'^ civilized inhabitants of the world ; in order to decide aU 
^ difpiites, to regulaic all Geremonics and civilitiest and to inr^ 
•'* ftire theiobfervanoe of juftice and 'good £iitfa»in.that in* 
^^ rtenomrte which muft frequently occur between two ot 
^^ more independent dates, and the individuals belonging tm 
^ each. Tluis general law is founded upon this, pnne^plc^ . 
^ that Jifferint .natkni cugbi in time rffteaceig Jo pnt oMStber aU 
^ tbi gnd tbey can s trnd^ in ii0m (fwar^ as little barm as pofflble^ 
■^* without prejudice to tknr ovtn real intereAs. And, as none 
*S of thete ftttes wiilaUbw a fuperiprity .in the od^r, thexei- 
*^ fore loeithcff can dJ£kato or pmcribcithe rules of this law to 
^* the reft ^ but fvqh rules mU'ft necefiaiiJy refult from thofe 
^* principles of natural, juftice, in which all the learned of 
^* every naMn icree.** 

^ I am likewife ftreagtbened in declaring, that fuch conduct 
Aiouki notbf pu»rued» wbcU I advert to a late publication on ^ 
National Force written by a learned Lord (Hawkcfbury) \ tliat 
Noble Lord ba^ tiiA kn his publication^ that England was fo 
^ftingutihpd fsr a variety of blcflingS). that fhe ihould bepar^- 
ticttlarly cavefulof her own imtorcft ; and, in a>mpariug it to 
•QthefSt-he feH a noble indi^Bation in coo^^ing her fUuatton 
urtth.ariiitrary 4|^veiTiments.. In that pamphlitt the Noble 
Lord aUo ftatedi tM the v$ifiry of France, undgr ita former 
government, wasy^ cwplett^ that.^ did not think that coiwtry 
avorth prefermngt. If die Noble Lord could think that Ach 
xouatries whkh wfss enflaved by the tyranny and defpotifm 
ihat he afaihoift4 fo anucl^ were not worthy oi being freed, not 
fttfficiently dkierving of regard, that their prefervation fliould 
\ic a matter of kfs^han indictee nee, what was the reafon that^ 
.erhen France had rde£ted thaMavery, xhat miferable depend- 
joncet that h (hould mk$ trr(iecutiOtt» and bedetefted for dsit 
T^ry. reafon, which, in not complying with before, it .had ixw 
currcd reprobation i Bt»|« my Lords, are we from this to infer 
that we (hould throw chains aboul the necks of this unhappy 
people, not for a few years, but to diftrad them by civil war ? 
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of :i Ktng\ In t>rder to dUTuaile ifaem from appbindn^ a Ki^g : 
We; on tfce eontnry, aflcft to know better th^n the Deit^ 
vhxt iir good for the Prenth, and arc rcfolrcd to force upon 
them a Kiftg againft their confent. Nay, to accomplifli this 
obfeft/Wt arc* to tike meafures 'which violate every prihclpl^ 
of ciTiRz^d war, and which tend to the deIlru£Kon of all foci-^ 
ciy; "Iverf art of mifreprefctttationhasbeen uftd that coulcl 
impofe 00 the pablh: mindi and eretr mode of deception ptac^ 
tifed, that coul^bHnd us to the rkal norrors of the war.— 

*• And, my Lords, what can be fo cruel and fo tmjofl, as t« 
caft chains around the necks of diis people f What more in« 
llnman than your endeaTourmfr to (upport your meafures, by 
exciting fuch flots and confpiracies ? Policy cannotwarrant 
fbch eofTdu6ly--^e Totce of Keligibn exclaims againft fuch 
Interference. I ihnll be happy thie nfght in having brbtighl 
lbr#ardthis motTcm; 1 ihaD free myfelf from the imputahon 
of ag ree i n g witli fitch a (entiment; and I (hall have the plea^ 
fure of {eeing who thofe are who can concur in itich a propo^ 
fition. We arc now, my Lords, at iffue on the fubjc6l of 
war ; from the commencement of which, to the prefcnt mo- 
ment, has been nothing but %fy/tem cfMufiw on the part of his 
MajeftyNminifters. The Scheldt was at firft made the offend 
fiUe pretext for hoftilities: We were told, in the laft feifton, 
that the war would be merely defeiifive ort our part ;— but what 
has been the cafe?--^Miniftefs have diferaimed all fuch inten- 
ttoh,^arfd tire are at prcfent engaged in an attempt to crnjb thi 
Rbiriits of France. — What, again, nlflx>ids» I aflc you, harthtt 
war been, but a fyftem of delufion ? I will readto you an ex- 
prellbn fit)m :a fpeech which I hold in my hatid ;«-^if is'the 
fpcech of the minifter, though it was delivered from thie 
/Throne, relative to the protedton of our trade*— it fays, ^ At 
•* fia our fupcriortty has been unii/futed^ and our commerce 
^'fo efeftuJfiUyprotefted, that the hffes fnjlmnidhz9t. been 
*< inconfideraHe in proportion to its e):tent, and to thi capture 
*< ftu^t on^the ^nfra&ed trade of the enemyV ' 

^ This fpeedi boafts of our Aiperiority at fta, and fpeakstn 
flattering language of our commerce being protefted:— Bu^, 
my Lords, I hold in my hand a lift of your lofts : t find that 
from the fit* of February 1793, to the firft of Febrsary 1794, 
the bfs of the (kips at fea was, 

Englifli 4i<>r-French 32(5 . 
Balance, againjl us^ 94 

^< I have alfo, my Lords, examined how our commeroe has 
• Jbo«v pantt^d iniii the firft of February tp the aoth of 

March| 



March, and I find ftiU «« are the /^rx« How Ihadt the. 
account? 

£ngli(h 53 — French a^ , 
Balancci agaif^ #/, 24 

This, my I^rd$t is the manner in which our trade has been, 
prote£lcd. But this is otily part of the dclufion ; there is an« 
other afiertion in this fpeech o£ the minifter^ to which Lwoukk 
draw your attention. 

*^ Great as muft be the extent of oar exertions, I truft yoa 
^ will be enabled to provide for them in fuch a manner as 
^ to avoid any prejwrt which could be Jivenlf fek by mf 
« people." - - 

" I am at a lofs to account for the aAithorit|f of fiich 911 ex* 
preffion,.or what conditutional power could give tlie liberty tot 
Calk of taxes before the feprtjentatives af tit p€$pU (ball have 
confidered whether they are to be confidered as a noifance ox 
not. But what ha» been the cafe ? Is the additional impoft of 
a million per annum to be confidered as '^ m preffure f^ Will, 
motthtS} in conjiio£lion with the '^ enormous weigi^^ with 
which the people are already loaded, be ** feverelffelt P** Have 
not new taxes been^ laid on glafs, on bricks, and on paper^ 
which will ad as a material clog to the diftufion of knowledge?. 
And are thefe x\o grounds for complaint i 

*' I equally condensed the ojpprefiive taxes laid on by the 
latcJLord Guildford, in the American war ; and I declared thoi^ 
. what I declare now, that in the {ame proportion that taxation 
increaies revenue diminidics ^ and this, my LordS} for a plaiit.' 
reafoa, becaufe exceffivc taxation then inereaftdfmu^gling^ an4 
r^du^ed a millipn frosa.the revenue : But you lay *' pow them 
^^ is no danger of fmugi^Ii^g, that the Frecch chemfelves have 
<^ put aftop to it^" $uppofe they altered their fyftem, and 
gave a premium to every perfon who Imuggled into this co^n* 
try^ ^hat thcQ would be theconfequence f Certainly thisi yoa» 
revenue woukt be diminilhed ; and, I am well per^^adcd, that 
vott would, even in one year, find that yon were two millions 
backivaKd \jk reventu;. You are liberal in condemning the 
proceedings of the French ; you rail at their intent of an 
agrarian law; myi yoM treat with obloquy their putting the 
propertv undcc requifition. They are Miged to carry on war*. 
And wnat is this but inakingthe wealtiy citiaens bear the hur-^ 
den of it ? ITe imitate them partly In this ^ for by laying a tax 
on coaches, phte, fervants, and other luxuries of the gteat^ 
they contribute as they ouglit (though not fulficiently), to de« 
fipa^ the expence of the State. On a former nighty when I 
lud the honour of addrefling you,* I mentioned the addition^ 
xife on the lands in France, but this idea feemcd then to be 
a tteateii 



tveatod widi ridicule; many feem to think that no i^urchafers 
could be procured, but I have in my hand a paper which de^ 
monftrates the cftimation*tn winch lands are held at prefent : 
A lot which was talued at ^^399000 ltvreS| has been purchafed 
fliK» at 4^85,006 Hvrcs. 

^ The' next thing to which I would call your Lordfliips'at-' 
tention is a circumftance of particular importdince, I mean 
with refpeft to gunpowder. It was affertcd at the commence- 
ment of the war, that France miift yield for want of 'this iic- 
eeifary requilite to carry on hollilities ; but what ' is now the 
cafe: Have we not heardi and do we not believe it to be triie, 
that a late di/coverv of the chemifts in that country has fully 
fupplied them with this article? And have not the French 
mt prefent) twenty-five millions of pounds of gunpowder ac* 
tually in their ftores ; more than fufficient for carrying on the 
campaign ? Thus^ my Lords, this brare people will be ever fup-* 
plied with this article ; and thus the revolution has occafioned 
an invention, greater than any other fince the original in« 
▼ention of gunpowder itfdf. To fupport this war in which 
we have been 't plunged, the mod unconftitutionai meafures 
are attempted. Subfcriptionft are fet on foot without the 
conient of Parliament ; and I am told, that one of the mi^ 
niftcrs in the other Houfc, intends bringing in a Bill to employ 
Frenchmen in defence of thia country, and in fupport of his 
meafures abroad ; nor by what I can learn, has he even waitedf 
to aflc the concurrence of Parliament ;' for a houfe is abfolutelV 
open in Btide^Lane, to receive any foreigners who mayenltft 
in the fcrvice, and the bounty fs already fpecificd as an en- 
couragement, r^hold in my hand an advertifcment to all 
** firfigners out of employmetti }^ who are defired to appljf 
at the Recruiting Office, No. 25, Bride-Lane, Fleet-Sti^et^ 
where each perfon will receive bounties according to their 
mtajitre^ from 6 to 12 guineas. Thus; in direft vt^atiofioi^t 
taws of the landyzn army of foreigners is nowraifmg, and Other 
attempts Equally hoftilc to aH Ima^ and to the very effence ofiht 
ionftitfitim'i are, . a« your Lordfbips know, not only eoncerting^ 
y^l%&\x?X\j executing, '' 

** Thefe confiderations have induced me to bring before the 
Houfe the prelent queftion, which I (hall put in the form of a 
Refiitttion^ rather than bring in a BUt in thcfrA inftance. And 
Ihould the Tcfcltrtion meet with your I^rdihips' approbation, 
I will imhicdiatcly follow it with a Bill, whicxi (hall prevent 
minifteps intcrfcrhig with the internal government of JFrance, 
*nd which will hnve the* happy tendency of putting an end to 
like horrors of war. 

« As. 
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•* As for my part, I fee no poflibic advantage to beVl^Ived 
from the continuance in hoftility; I. am (hocked to think, that 
a civilized country fliould wifti to acccJtnplifli its objeft by 
fuch barbarous interference. If no r^ard to charaStr^ to 
honour J to Chriflianityy will urge you to relinquifli this fenti* 
roent, at leaft let the fear of retaliation prevent your putting 
it into execution ; if you arc a£luated by na nobler motive, at 
Icaft refle£k on the difafter ypu will bring on yourfclves 5 you 
will not deny that the Frenck have the means of retorting the 
injury ; and you may be fure they cannot be tame when galled 
by fuch opfrejjive cruelty. I diTclaim every idea of interference 
in the internal government of France. How can you expert 
that any overture of amity can be opened, whilft yoa plan 
Aich abominable projedls? How muft the people of that 
country reprobate the condu£i which induces you to atteippt 
their deftrudlioa in fb ignominious a manner ? I wi{h the troops • 
were recalled horn their territory; the only means of putting 
a ftop feo the calamities of war. I wiih to God [pmething 
was done to check che confuflon that mufl: be the coofequence 
of a continuance of this war, in this kingdom: Yqu ihould 
Jee/j myJUords, the injury our commerce muft fuftain; you 
ihould refiecff that this country is depenidcnt on her mami- 
fa&ures;.hcr paper currency is a prilicipai part of her fup- 
port. Take care, my Lords, how you pulh things too far ; 
you are -ignorant what the fituation of this country may be, 
ihodd it have the misfortune of being convulfed. All thefe 
circumftances ihould induce your Lordfhips to weigh this me- 
lancholy bufinefs with unprejudiced hearts; you ihould re* 
cMe&t that one of the leading articles of the French con- 
ftitution is, that France will not interfere iii changing the go- 
vernment of any country j and that ihe, therefore, will not 
fnffer any country to interfere to change hers': ft is not i^- 
greffion then, on her party which excites thu refinttnent oft yours ; 
Jbe has difelaimed thaty in which you are determined to perjtfi 3 you 
condemn in others, what you purfue yourfclves. As for my 
own part, my Lords, I hold in the ftrongeft difapprobatipn, the 
principle ot interfering to excite civil war in that country i 
and though I ^TSiA Jingle^ I will not be prevented froni offering ' 
my fentiments on that fubjeia to this Houfe. 

** There is yet one honeft line to purfue — to acknowledge the 
French Republic. Nor ihould I have any difficulty to ac- . 
knowledge it on the grounds of Liberty^ Equality^ and thf 
Rights rf Man. 

<< I (hall therefore fubmit to your.I.ordfhips the refoliition 
which I hold in my hand, as preparatory to a Bill to regulate 
the conduft of miniftry." 
- Vol. m. F His 
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« 

His ' Lordfiiip read a paper containing a preamble to bis 
Vefolutiohf which was almoft as long as his fpeech. It -was 
couched in extremely ftrong terms, and after dating the af- 
iicrtion about the employment of Frenchmen to raife a civil 
commotion in France, which had occafioned his fpeech, re- 
capitulated the chief and moft violent arguments that he had 
urged :again(l the ^continuance of the war, and concluded with 
a refolution * on the fubje£t. 

^ My Lords, as I began my addrefs by a quotation from the 
Sermon of one Right Reverend Prelate, I will fit down with 

Juotinga pafTage from the Poem of another, — a paflage which 
oes the highefl honour to his feelings: I only beg leave to 
obferve, that what the Reverend Prelate applies to Kings in 
generali I (hall confider as chara£teriftic of arbitrary Monarch 
only. 

** One Murder makes a VtJkutt^ 
** Millions a Hero ; Princes are privileg'd 
•* To kiU, and numbers fandify the crime. 
** Ah ! why will Kingi forget that they are Men f 
*« And Men that they are brethren ? Why delight 
. " In bumanfacrjfice? Why burftthe ties 
** Of Nature, that fhould knit their fouls together 
** In one foft bond of amity and love ? 
<« They yet ftill breathe dcftruaion, ilillgo on, 
** Inhumanly ingenious to find out 
*' New pains for life— new terrors for the grave ! 
*< jirtificers of Death ! Still Monarchs dream 
•* Of univerfel empire growing up 
•* From nniverfal ruin. Blaft the defign, 
•« Great God ofHofts I nor let thy creatures fall 
•* Unpiticd vidUms at jimbitions ihrine !'* 

Dr^ Porteus, B'r/bof^ of London. 

Tie Earl of MaffsfeJd hidy he had .been fo particularly al- 
luded to, although in fo irregular a manner, in one of the 
moft extraordinary preambles to a refolution dated as the con* 
fequence of one of the moft extraordinary fpeeches ever de- 
. livcred in Parliament, that he felt himfelf bound to rife, cer- 
tainly not to anfwer the Noble Earl, but to deliver a few Ihort 
fentences. His Lordftiip declared^ &at he was forry that he 
had been the innocent caufe of what had happened. He 
had not been aware that any words he had ufed, could have 

* We do not prerumeio fiate either the Preamble totheKefolution,ortIie 
Refolution itlelf in terms, becaufe as the former gave^ much offence 
that it was not permitted to be read from the Woolfack, and the latter 
Was immediately on motion ordered to be expunged from the Journals, 
. it would be equally indecent and improper in ut to give either the one 
•r the ether, 

produced 
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prodnced (bch ezpiofion ; but he found that he had plixoged 
into Etna, though not as the philofopher of old had dojoe 
CEmpedocles], voluntarily! and with his eyes open. That he 
night be dearly onderftood, he meaot to repeat what his. dc« 
claration had been on a former night, without arguing upon it 
at all. On the occafion alluded to by the Noble Eari, he had faid, 
*^ That if there were any confiderable number 'of perfons 
in France who were willing to unite and endeavour to refcue 
th^mfelves, and their devoted country, from the horrors of 
that anarchy by which it was now ravaged, it was his bpif 
iiion, that any fum of* money, how confiderable foever, would 
be well and beneficially employed in fuch<a fenrice.'' This 
jwas the purport of his obfervation; and if thene was guilt 
iait)he was willing to plead guilty, and to admit that the. guilt 
was his and his adone. They were hi^ feotiment^ though 
perhaps it would-be more palatable to the Noble £acl to Scnc* 
them as the fentiments ot Cithsen Mansfidi* HerwcU knew 
that any Noble Peer who prefumed to ditier from him muft 
fall under the fuperior weight of his wifdom. That be U^a^ 
guilty was undeniable, becaufe the Noble EarUs opinion w»i 
the teft of truth, the rule of re^liiude, and theftandard, not 
merelv of philofophy and politics,^ but of probity and ^riour« 
TheMoble Earl had nothing elfe to da to maintain hia opinion^ 
howevet fingular and extraordinary, thap to have recourfe to his 
ardent talents, his fertile mind, aad his brilliaut eloquence It 
was enough for him- to quote a Faft-day Sermon, to quote 
BJackftone on the law of nations, and to read part. of a 
chapter from the Book of Samuel, to put. any argument at 
defiance that could be drawn from the ftore-houfes of tbd 
foundeft reafon, or the wifeft policy. They who - were 
friendly to the profent war had unufual difficulties to en< 
counter. Opinions turned round upon them at every cornen 
If they faid they believed that the people of France were di^ 
tided among themfelves, and that many were only retrained 
by fear from avowing their genuine fentiments, it was in«« 
ftantly and loudly proclaimed that all France was againft them : 
But when they propofed to put arms into the hands of the 
Mends of found and ^^ government. What! (it. was ex^ 
^lamied,) would you cccite infurre£lian in France ! would you 
wound JaeMntfm'i l!*ake care that you interfere not with, tho 
c»k{t o^ liberty. If the vileft of all govcrnmGnts, if tramp-* 
Ungion all the rights of civil fociety, iL abaodoning and de« 
grading every principle of virtue, moriility. Jaw, and juflice, 
.if a <;ontempt of thac which the moft favage nation held fa- 
cred, was liberty, Fdince was the molt free nation the iworld 
4Ter produced. • A^ well might he fay, that oficriog vp humaa 

,F % facrificcs 
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fkcri^s at the altar of Molodi formed a compleee fyi^^m of 
piety and puie religion* He faid, he well knew the great 
powers of the Noble Earl, but he was nevertheleis glad to 
join i£iie with him on the point that the motion would divide 
the country, and ihew who were the friends of peaqe, and who 
die friends of war. In that cafe, he was perfuadcd he (bouhl 
hare the whole kingdom with him, and the Noble £aii would 
be left ak>ne. Though he was himfeif una nemusy the great 
oak of the foreft would ftand by itfelf. The founder part of 
the French, Lord Mansfield faid, were willing and defirous to 
^^ but dare not, uniefs fure of fuppoxt ; but as nothing c^uld 
be more certain than that whatever appearances produced by 
tyranny and oppreiBon Iqdftanders^y.to believe, the ia£i wmi 
toe Freiich were by no mea^s of one miod, as the Noble £axI 
had fuppofed : He applauded his Alajefty's mimftcrs therefore 
for thcfr exertions moft fincerely, and. would give them every 
fiipport his abilities could afford in their laudable efforts to 
nftoie t&e unhappy people of France to the blefliiig of a juft 
•nd permanent government. Hts Lojdihip concluded with 
dkclaring that he would not make any motion^ but would 
leave it to other Noble Lords to difucfc of the N'oWc Earl's 
motion, as thev might think moft proper. , - 

' L^ Grenvtile h\d^ it was natural enough in the Npble 
Earl, who had been io perfonaiiy alluded to, to be anxious to 
fife ondnitate fentiments, which he had before delivered in 
ib open and manly, a way, and which.did him fo much ho* 
Hour. With eqvuil manlUieis, with equal eloquence^ had thd 
Noble Earl that dav. ftepped forward, and prepiiely recapitu<^ 
lated thofe, which, he had before (b haiidfomely and ^ ufefuUyt 
to his country avowed. For' his own part. Lord GrenviUe 
faid, ho knew the.refpe& that was due to himfe)f> and to 
the Hoafe, ^oo well to condefcend to. argue on a mAtioafo 
extraordinary*and £d indecent. . He confefied he neviec hearct 
^th fuch reientmenti any fpeech as xhat whish had juft :boeit 
delivered. *' Sorry (faidbisLordilnp)am I. to fee theNoUe Earl 
filffering his pamonsto get the better of hts.re4loni and I 
lament that his judgment has qot been regtilated b]i prudepcQ 
and difcretion. As I have abceady faid, I will not inlult your 
underftandings, or difgrace my own^ by ofierinff areply ; your 
Lordfliips have feen through the ohytiX of toei Noble liar)* 
He has exprefsly told you that he would not put the cuftomary 
motion; but that he would purpofely avoid the ufual pra£lice« 
Why ? Not becaufe it was necetiary for his objeA, but becauii^ 
he was confcious that it was not fit to be entertained by 
your Lordfliips, and1>ec9fllfe, by putting, it in the fhape of % 
l«folution> he migl^ have an opportunity of jrecordmc his 

fenti; 
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fentiments in the Jcmmah of the Houfe. If your Lordihips 
have a regard for your proceedings^ if you would wifli to fee 
your Journals pure and untainted, I believe I may fugged the 
proper mode for your proceeding, and with your lK:>rdfhips' 
concurrence and aiBftancC) I hope to be able to difapppint the 
Noble Earl in that, his avowed expedation^ of living his 
motion entered on the Jburnais : When your Lordihips have * 
difmifled this refolution (which I have little doubt your Lord- 
ihips will do), ycu will not fuffer a refolucion^ penned in 
fuch a ftyle, to remain on your Journals. The Noble Eati 
(Mansfield) has, from perfonal motives^ declined making any 
motion; but I fliall follow up the negatived refolution with . 
a motion to expunge it from the Journals. The Noble Ead 
has faid, he is fo happy in having brought forward this mo« 
tion, that be may fee who are the friends of fuch a mcafure. 
I doubt not then, but he will fee the entire Houfe againft his 
motion \ and I doubt not, from the opinion I have of £ngliih-t* 
men, that the people throughout the country will equally cen- 
fure and condemn his refolution.'' 

The Lord Chanetihr left the woolfack, not, as he declared, 
with the fmalicft intention to enter into the fubjeft of the mo- 
tion, or to argue at it all, but merely to learn, whether their 
Lordfhips would notconfeat to relieve him 'frcmi Che 'paid 
and difgrace of reading from the woolfack the preamble of thif 
motion^ which heard onee, in his humble opinitm was heard 
by their Lordihips once too often. The Noble Earrs extra* 
ordiitary fpeech had been -obviouily liitetied to by the Houfe 
with a mixed emotion of indignation and ctfepaffion, but fd 
indecent was the form of ^'words that led to the refolution, that 
had the Noble Earl ufed it in any other place, had he held the 
fame lalgnaf^ elfew&ete, ot even colhmkted his words to 
wiitbigy they would not' only have excited general indignation, 
but ea&ed foi exemplary punifliment. His Lordfhip profeiTed 
he was in ibme meafure ignorant how to a£l : Ide wiibed to 
cdleA their opinions ( and he thought, if he was.not miAaken, 
froni their Lordfhips'looks *, that he might be fpared tlire pain 
of flUKTtng the difgrace that . had been put upon the Houfe $ 
he would therefore only fbte' the qurflion upon the refolution 
that had blficll movdd. The Lord Chancellor Went to the 
woolfack, and having read the refolution folely^ 

Earl Stm$ibope declared, he never had witnefTed fo extra- 
ordinary a proceeding in his iifei it was the firil time, he be-r 

* There was here that fort of muraiur of geiteral con(ent, whicfij not 
forre^ly formal, it well underftood is both Uoufet» when appealed to, 
|p iadicatf thecooaurencc of the majority of the Members preienV. 

licved. 
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Jicvcd, that a pcrfon Who prefided as chairiiian in any aflcinbljr 

tike that had ventured to propofc leaving out a part of a mo* 
lion, and putting only the remaining portion of it as a qiref- 
tion. The onFy fegujar mode of altering, adding to, or omit- 
ting any words of his motion, he had ever conceived would 
fcave been by moving and carrying an atpcndment. So much 
liowever did he approve of the refolution "fingly, that hfe 
would give- his cordial fupport to that when propofcd as a 
queftion by itfelf, if the queflion was to be fo put. 

The queftion on ' the refoluMon was then put, and nc- 
^tired. 

Lorcf GrenvUte rott agreeably to his notice to move, '** That 
•• the queflion juil puf and negatived, be expunged from the 
•• Journals.*^ 

' The motion was put and carried, almofl neminc dijfentrenie^ 
Sari Stanhope being the fingle Peer who faid Not content. 

Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. ' 

Friday, April 4. 

• Mr, Popham brought up a Bill for the better taking of fperial 
hvA in adtions and faits in the Court of Great Seffions in the 
County Pc^htine of Lancafter, which was read a firft time, 
and ordered to be read a fecond. 

Mr, Eaji movqd that the Bill for preventing the poor from 
being removed from their places of refidcace, until they fliaif 
become a&ually chargeable, be read ^ fecond time on Mon- 
day next.— Ordered, .ij . . 

The Gkfs Duty Bill was read a third time, and pafied. • 

Mr, Bajiard moved that the report of th^'Scled Coounittee 
on the Woblcombetft' Petition be referred to a Committte of 
the whole Houfe. The Houfe immediately nsfolvcd irfelf 
into that Committee, in^ which Mr. Baftard moved, That the 
Chairman bejnftru^led to move the Houfe, that: leave be 
given to bring in a Bill for the prote€tion of the Wool* 
combers in their trmdc.— Ordered. 

The report of the Committee on thb refolution was or* 
dered to be received on Monday next. • « 

Mr, Powis movcd^ That a Committee be appointed to re- 
vife the ftanding orders of- the Honfe- r(;]ative to ^anal Navi- 
gation Bills*, and that they do report their opinion thereon to 
th^ Houfe,— Ordered. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 

The ChanceUor of the Exchequer brought up a M^ffage from 
his Majefly, relating to the Improvemcuc of the Land Revenue 
of the Crown. He ftatcd, that the principal objed of his 
Majefty was, that this Meifage (hould be referred to the coa* 
fideratton of a Committee of the whole Houfe, that the ex- 
tent of his Majcily's power to grant Leafes of the Crown 
Landi might be afcertained, and> if requifite, might be en- 
larged. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he (hould more for 
a Committee on this fubjed, and that his Majefty's Mcflage 
be referred to that Committee, in which he ihpuld fubmit a 
limple.propofitionreiative to tlie power of the Crown to grant 
kafes. . 

He then moved, ** That his Majefty*s Mcflage be taken into 
*' the consideration of a Committee of the whole Houfc oa 
** Tuefday next."— Ordered. '* That the report of theCom- 
*^ miffioners of the Land Revenue be referred to that Com- 
^ ,mittee.'* — Ordered. 

The Bill for eftablifliing a' Court of Criminal Judicature in 
Norfolk Ifland paffed the Committee, and the report was or- 
dered to be received on Monday next. 

The Houfe agreed to go into a Committee of the whole 
Uoufe on Monday next, on the Bill for eftablifhing a Court 
cf Criminal Judicature in the libnd of Newrfoundland. 

EAST IXDIA BUDGET. 

The Order of the day being read for the Houfe to refolvc 
itfdf into a Committee to take into cbnCderation tlie Affair^ 
of the Eaft India Company, 

General Smith rofc to remind the Board of Controul of tl*c 
claims and roprcfentations of the military officers on the 
Bengal Eftablilnmcut. He therefore requefted leave to trouble 
the Houfe with a few obfervations before the Speaker left 
the Chair. It had liecii fiiid laft year, that it would be proper 
to wait for tlie information which the Marquis Cornwallis 
might be able to give upon the £ubje£l. He faid, that he 
had received a letter which referred to the condition of the 
officers who fcrved in Benga!, a great part of whom have ad- 
drefled a Memorial to his Majefty, expreffing their reliance 
upon his interference, and the mcafures of Adminiftration. 
Upon this ground, therefore, he defired-to be informed, 
whether any meafures had been taken upon the queftion of an 
Hon. Gentleman not then in the Houfe, who laft Seffion aiked 
the Right Hon. Secretary, who prefidcs at the Board of Con- 
trou]> what arrangements were to be made in refpe^ to the 
I relief 



49 WOODFAlL*S PAJkLlAMESWAKY REPORT! [Couwhitu 

relief of thcfe unfortunate pcrfons ? Sure he Mras, that their 
fituation muft liare claimed the attention and compafiion of 
die Noble Marquis lately returned from India ; and he there>» 
fore wiflied to know whether it would be taken notice of by 
Parliament this year ? A Ample declaration of the favourable 
iotcntions of the Right Hon. Gentleman at the head of the 
Board of Controul would be fufficient to fatisfy thofe gal-* 
lant vetcransi oi:\ whotn theTafety of India depended, and whd 
at prefent had no hope of being able to revifit their native 
country, but by the interpoGtion of Parliament. 
• Mr* Secretary Dundas faid, he had thought it improper lad 

Sar to attempt doing anything in a buCnefs on which the 
arquis Cornwallis could give important information, more 
cfpecially when there was reafon to hope that fuch information 
would be foon obtained* But he begged the Hon. Gentle- 
eian to believe that every fuggeftion would be certainly at*^ 
tended to, efpecially as it came from aperfon of hischara£ter 
and profefllon* He ftated what had been done laft year, in 
coftfequence of the applications then made, and aflured him 
diere ihould be ' no di&ppointment. The Marquis Corn- 
wallis had aloeady thrown much light upon the fubjefl; and 
be had no doubt but that» with the a(Bftance, and under the 
sufpices'of the Noble Lord, regulations would be adopted 
which . wbuld efiedlually relieve a meritorious body of men 
from the c^uel alternative of ftarving at home or dying 
abroad. 

General Smith returned his thanks for the explanation. 

The Houfe then rcfolved itfelf into a Couunittee, Mr. 
Beaufay in the Chair. 

Vlfr. Secretary Duttdai faid, he hoped that Gentlemen would 
fiot think him tedious in the neccflary detail,* which he was 
about to lay before them, nor be alarmed at die voluminous 
Papers on the table. He hoped that upon this occafion he 
ihould not weary out the attention of the Committee. In 
order to avoid tliis, he faid, he did not conceive it to be re- 
quifire to enter into a particular detail of Accounts which had 
beer, printed for the pcrufal of the Members of the Houfe, 
but merely to ftate their general refult, under the perfuafion 
that every Gentleman was already.acquainted with their various 
Items. On former occa(ions, indeed, it had been found nc- 
ceflary to enter minutely into the fubjeO:, to remove difficul- 
ties, and to explain feeming intricacies of detail \ but fuch 
arrangements had been for this year adopted, and the whole 
rendered fo plain and pcrfpicuous, diat he flattered himfelf, 
on the inveftigation of the various eftimates. Gentlemen 
would be able to avail thcmfelves of the various hints and 

directions 
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diredions which he had from time to time offered. For fom« 
years, he owned, he had feic a confiderable degree of anxiety 
in attra&ing the attention of Members of Parliament to Indian 
iftiirs; and he was fully perfuaded, that, on a mature deli- 
beration on this- important fubje£l in its prefent ftate, their 
opinions would cxzGtly correfpond with the conclufions which 
he had drawn. 

The Committee would recoUe£k, that every SefBon previous 
to the laft, he had contented himfelf with bringing forward 
a ftatement of the Company's affairs, fo far only as related 
to their territorial pofieiTions in India, without giving any fpe- 
ci£c account of the product of their fales, or the ftate ef 
their revenue at home. But in the courfe of lad Seffion^ 
when it became neceflary to bring forward propofitions fpr the 
future government and trade of India, it was. his duty to 
bring. both the objedis to which he had alluded under the im» 
mediate confideration 6f the Houfe : And this latter mode 
ci proceeding it was his intention to purfue upon the prefent 
occafion, that it might be clearly feen how far the favourable 
prediAions which he had ventured to make with regard to 
the affairs of the £ail India Company, had been juiliutd by 
the events which had, Hnce thofe predi£tions, taken place. 

In combining Indian affairs both at home and abroad, in 
elucidating the intricacies of detail, in prefenting *at once a 
general view of ihe fubjed, he hoped, that he fliould faci- 
litate inveftigation, and familiarize Gentlemen with thofe ac- 
counts which a certain Jet of men had often declared to be fal- 
lacious. He was forry to find that they had now completely 
abandoned the fubjcil. It was, perhaps, from a conviftioa 
of their error ; for if tliey at this time attended their duty in 
Parliament, they would be obliged to acknowledge, that the 
clearnefs and perfpicuity of the eftimates on the tabic were 
at leaft equal to any .which had ever challenged the infpcftiou 
of the Houfe. 

'' For feveral years (faid Mr. Dundas) after the commence- 
ment of this part of my public duty, I was regularly favoured 
(previous to the opening of what fame Gentlemen called my 
Budjyct) with certain portions of admonitory correfpondence, 
kindly unfolding die nal ftatement of affairs ! But I have to 
lament, that for two or three years that ujeful and laudahU cor- 
refpondence has ceafed ; the authors, pernaps, difcoveriug how 
futile M would be to oppofe vague and idle obfcrvatiuns to 
ftubborn and incontrovertible itatemcnts founded in truth-. 
Thus I have been permitted to walk peaceably over the courfe 
of Indian affairs. But (ome gentleman, envious of my tran- 
quillity, has had ycl^crday the raidacity tc aflail mc from 
Vol, in. * G ' another 
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tnother battery; /where, after prefenting an eRimate of the 
Sales, Sec. for the current year, he (hrewdly remarks that— ^ 

** Two millions more muft be borrowed to'keep their CaDv 
'* Balanee e^alto what it was on the ift of Mardi X794» 
^ which we coniidcr a much better comment on fhc ge&eraf 
* profperity of the Company, than can be derived fron> 
^ the intrepidity of Mr. Dundas's aflertions on Indian afiairs* 
"' The bold man always aflumes courage in proportion to hit. 
^ danger ^ an^ as the Company^s affairs are now more dif* 
*^ couraging than ever, we (hall of courfc, at the opening of 
^ the India Budget fo-morrow, have the moft flattering ac- 
^ counts of their immenfe wealth and unexhaufted refources.'*' 

Some guefs was here formed of what would be part of hit 
propofitrons to the Committee ; but altowing his correfpond^ 
ent all the advantage of the amount of fales m a year of war 
net being equal to the amount in yeavs of jpeace, he fiiould ftilL 
have the intrepidity to ftiew, that the reiources of the Com*' 
panywere fully equal' to all the demandsr which he had calcu^ 
hted they would anfwen He (hould therefore leave this Cor* 
refjpon^ent fortheprefent, and proceed to the confideration of 
the feveral accounts : He faid he fliould, as on a former 
occafion, take his ftatcmenta on an average of tliree years pre*- 
Ttous to the year of war, and an average of three years in- 
cluding the year of war. And he fliouId alfo lay before them 
the eflimates of the revenue for the laft year, and the a&ual 
amount of the revenue, 

ABSTRACT OP THE EAST INDIA COMPANY'S- 



ACCO0NTS, 
BCN6AL. 

Average of receipts for 3 years 
from 1787-8, to 89-90, (the 3 
years previous to the War)— 

Ditto for the 3 years 1790- x- ta 
1792-3 


1794- 

Curt. Ropeti, 

at as. 

5,45,40,067 
5»5^34»398 


£. Stf rUng. 

5»454.io? 
5»3«3»49o 


Thediflerencereb 


14,06,169 


f 40,6 1-7 


Revenues were cftBnaftd tor 






1792-3 at . 
A6tua]ly coUeaed - - 


5,10,49,203 
5»S**69,33^ 


5,104,920 
5»5»6,93<« 


Tbcexce& 


A2^tQ,lt6 


4*2,013, 



Ot^gesfor 1792-3, eflimated at 

Amount, as ^r as can he afcer- 

taincd - -J 

Charges left than eftlmated 



3.04^23,677 

2,95,60,684 

8,62,993 



3,042,367 

2,956,068 

86,299 

Adding 
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CuinUapm, £.Sim^ 

Jidding excefs of revenue to deii- at ai. 

ciency of charges* a6^ualac* 
'covnt for 1791-39 iiettcr than 
^ftimated . - - - S^^^3*^^9 J^M^* 

Net rewues of x 792-3 2^57108965; 2,5079865 



Revenues for 1 795-49 eftlmated at 59421389642 

Charges cfftiDoated at - - 3,249529788 



5,423,864 



£(Umat(d net revenue 29! 79859653 
Which 16 more than ftated in the 

feneral eftimatehnd before the 
ioufe lad year by 192958^. 

He next proceeded to the ftatement of the Mad«»t8 Ac* 
ooantSi which hitherto could not be very eafiiy fettled on ao- 
fiount of the fettlements neceflary to be made between that 
•govemnificiit and the Nabob x}£ Atcot and^the Rajah of Ta«H 
jorc. * 

Madras. ^ Pagodatjat^t. £:Scerl. 

Revenues for x 792-3, were efti- 

tnatedat - - - 61,4^^889 29498,756 

Adlual coUedion was - - ^i>90>775 29476»3io 

Better than eftimated 439886 . 1 7f554 

Charges were eflimated at - 429OO9716 196809286 

Adi^ amount of xJiargcs - - 49«099x63 I99639665 

Charges mote than eftimated 7^089447 -383^1599 

Dedufiing adual charees from 

fevenues, the net receipt was 1 2,8 1 961 2 5 c 2,644 

Revenues eftimated &r c 793-4 at 5S'^^>^93 ^232,037 

Chaxigcs ditto • - 42,539244 t^joifZgj 

I^tt eftimate revenues - - J J»2695H9 53^9740 

■I ■ < ■ ■ # ^ 

He had one general obfenration to make wkh regard to Ma^ 
<iras, and whicn he was very happy to have it in his power to 
make, which was, that the revenue of Madras was at this 
time equal to its coUe£lion, and that there would be no longer 
a necefiity to draw from the revenues of the other fettlements 
for its fupport. He had found much difficulty in endeavouring 
to remove the doubts pf Gentlemen on die neceffity of keeping 
up a large military eftablifliment at Madras } but he contended^ 
that, from its fituation, it was neceflary fo to do; becaufe it 
was ilie only effedual way to maintain a frontier for the pro- 
^ecUott of <he rich proviaces of Bengal i and he that fliould 

G z over 
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c»cr deviate from thk fy(lem» would mod affiiredly lay a found- 
ation for tlie lof6 of the whole of our £aft India paSeOiots, 
He obfcrved, that a fcttlcment was not to be thrown away from 
the mere circumftanre of its chains exceeding its revenue : 
The whole of our poflefEbns in4hdia fliould be confidcred as 
one large eftate, the prcfervation of.one part of which, efpe- 
ciaily the part the moft likely to be attacked, was neceflary 
for the protcftion of the reft ; and the neceflary expence thereby 
incurred, (hould not be charged to the account of the fingle 
fpot fo preferred, but to the whole eftate. 

With regard to the Bombay account, he faid . he 
regretted being obliged to (late to the Committee the 
miferable infufficiency and incorrcftneft of the returns from 
that fettlement j he had been under the oecefiity of making a 
fimilar complaint laft year ; and even now he had not any ac- 
count upon which he could ground bis calculations fubfequent 
to the year ingi ; he was therefore obliged to go upon an 
cftimafie whicn he oould not confide in ; he mentioned this la 
cxprefs his regret that the fad was fo, and to fay that, as cooa^ 
plaint and reprefentation- had not been attended to by die per- 
fons whofe duty it was to fumilh thofe accounts, fome radi* 
cal remedy rauft be adopted. He was convinced that the ftate- 
jnent upon the eftimatc with which he was furniflied, was 
150,0001. lefs than the' real revenue. It was eftimated but 
at*200»oool. and from the bed judgment he could form* it in 
all probability amounted to 350,0001 

BOMBAY. Rapen it £. Sterl. 

Average revonuc for 3 years, a». 3<». 

was, 1789-90 to i;9ir2 - • '5»30>77* 172,213 

For 1791-2 (the laft year for 
which a^iual aceoimts have 
been received) the revenues 

were cftimatcd at ' * - ^sM*7SS '7^*15 

The actual amount was • * 16,46,350 185,214 

■■■I ■ I ' ■ * ■ 

Better than eftimatcd 61,595 6,929 

llic charges for that year, being a 

period of war, were eftimated at 7,20,52,5^1 ii355»9XS 

But amounted to only * - i|i7>56,46i i>3;2»264 

Beins left than eftimated 299,0*^0 33»64S 

The lateft cftimate received froni 

Bombay, it fur l79^'3f ^^ 

which the revenues are cgm- 

putedat - - 2r,:3,922 242,316 

And tJ\c charges at - • 60,58,395 681,569 

Sxeeb of eftimated diarges 39i04»473 439*^^ 

2 «• 
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He next proceeded to the ftatement of the lefler and lubor- 
dinate fettlements. 



Ct. Rs. 

Charge* at Bengal^, 95, 6©,684 
Madras Fae. 49,09, 1 63 

Bombay, cftkdatedKi. 60,5 2,395 



Sapplict from Bengal to Ben* 
coolen, Pinang, Andaman 
iOanda, and St« Helena 

The iotcreft upon the dehts at 
£cngal, per No. 1 8, paid in the 
year Ct B>ap. 44,85,590 

At Madra8,No. ^9, Pag. 2,06,434 

At Bomhay, as ftated in ithe ac- 
count laid before the Hoiife lail . 
year, DO a£kual ftatement hav- 
ing been received 9,88,863 

Total intereft to be dedufted'' 



;f.2,956,o68 

2,9^6,068 
681,569 






111,244 



BENCOOLEN and PINAKO. 






Volhn, tt 5s. 


£. Sterliiig. 


Average of Bencoolcn revenues - 






for 3 years - - . 


»7>73« 


4»434 


, 


C.RufKCti 


£, Steriing, 


Supplies to Bencooten and Pi* 






oang, for 1792-3 eftimated at 


6,80,000 


lS8,dDO 


Amouat a&ually fupplied - - 


6.20,927 


67,093 


Supply lefs than eClimated 


59»073' 


5*907 


BeCdes which, the fupplics to 






the idands of Andaman and 






St. Helena amoanted to 


1,20,917 


12,091 


Supplies to the whole of the 






abon'c Settlements, for i793-4> 






cftimatedat 


7^70,000 


77^00 


GENERAL VIEW. 






Ct.rup.atsi. 


£. SUrl. 


Aftual revenues of 1792-3 at 
Bi^ngal, per No. 3, Curt. 










Rupees , • . . 


5»5«?^.359 


5t5a<5,934 


Madras, per No. 6, Pag, 


61,90,775 


3.476t3»o 


Bombay, per eilimate,No. 7, Rs. 


ai,53»9i» 


24, 3 16 



8»a45»56o 



5*"6or,3o» 
*«644»»S« 



7^'^ 



^642,376 

1,927,69a 

To 
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.Ct. Hup, at 21. 



To this adding the amount received 
from the fale of import goods and 
per certificate, per No. 15, Ct. Rs. 

The total Turn appKcableto the pur- 
chafe of inveitmenty payment of 
commercial charges, &c. is 



48,9^,387 



C Sttri. 

4^9>^39 
2,4i7»537 



On the genera! view, he faid, he did not mean to ftace the 
balance as likely to be permanei^t. Part of it nrofe from the 
revenues of Taniore being ip the hands of the Company ; and 
part from the mftalments paid by Tippoo Sultan. But he 
could fay with confidence, that there would be a permanent 
balance of more than two millions applicable to the purchafe 
of inve{lment| and the liquidation of debt. This exceeded 
the expeftations he had held out laft year. The balance upou 
which he had th^n calculated was only 1,400,000!. \ and he had 
sow, complete afiaraace of a balance exceeding that by at ka(t 
6oo,oool. 



DEBTS. 
TTic debts in India by laft year's 
(latements, amounted to C. Rs. 
Sj aceouftt, No. '16, the amount is 


Ct. Rop. ittu 

9»o8,45,5c8 

7*85.7 4>049 


r.Stwl. 

9,084,550 
7*857^05 


Decreafe of debts in India 
Remitted home by 
• account,. No. 1 7 34,58,831 
Bills drawn fince 

datet of accounts, 

by No. 16 31,36,646 


*j«,7J,459 


i,227*i46 


Dcdua 
Debts achially paid in India, he- 

fides what transferred home C. Rs.- 
Debtsbearingintcreft by laft year's • 

flatement 
By pitlent account. No. 16 


^s^9^An 
56,75,982 

<5,93.39»43* 
6,32,23,287 


65^,548 
567,598 

6»933»943 
6,322,329 


Decreafe of debt bearing intertll • 


6t,i6,T45 


611,614 


Annual amount of interefl by ' 




V 


laft year s account 
By prefent account, No. 16 


59,22,097 
51,78,256 


592,210 

5x7,826 


Decreafe of aanual {iftereft 


lAZM^ 


74*384 



He next took a view of the amount of the aflcts, which he 
added to the diminution of the debt, by which he flicwed the 
improvement of the -difairs of the Company. 

ASSEXS. 
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ASSETS. Cu Rup. at if. £. Sterl. 

VaJuc of cafti, biH^ goods, anJ 

debts owing to the Company, 

dated lad year at - '• 7»6l,67,9f^3 7,616,798 

Ditto, ditto,' by No. 21 8,73,37,911 8,733,71^1 

Increafed viiiue of a{R!t» 1,11,69,928 1,1161993 

The dccreafe of debts there, as ) 

before dated - - - 1,^2,71,45^ i^2jyij^6 

Adding decreafe of debts in io- 
creat£ of affets, thf affairs in 

India appear better by - 2,34,41,387 3,344, r 39 

CHINA and ST. HELKNA. 

Balance in favour of the Com- 
pany lad year - - ^5»955 

Ditto this year, No. 24 r,o8o,88i 

Better fa China and St. Helena 274,926 

Having gone over the redu£lio» of the Company's debts, 
and the improvement of their aflets in India fmce lad year, he 
wifhed Gentlemen to confulcr whether or not they faw any 
thing in thefe accounts that coald induce them to think that 
Ilia former ftatenr?ents were too fanguine. On the contrary^ 
many circamdances mud lead to more favourable conclufions 
than thofe wliich he had now drawn. We had amiihtlated the 
only European power on the Continent of Indb that could 
rival U3. We had humbled the only native power that could 
didurb us. Of the degree to which Tippdo Sultan was hum- 
bled, of the dread which he entertained of our force, the 
punctuality with which he had fulfilled all his engagements, 
and paid all his indalments, was an indifputable proof.- We 
had added greatly to the confidence, which the native power$ 
ought ever to entertain of our good faith. One inftance alone 
of the condufb of the Marquis Cornwallis, great as a warrior, 
great as a flatefman, refte^ed as much honour on his omoi 
charafter, and would as much promote the true intereft of his 
country in that Quarter of the globe, as any nCtion oi hk life» 
When Tippoo ISuItan, who had regularly paid all his iiidal- 
ments to the Company, but was in arrear to the Nizam, of*, 
fered a payment to the Company before it was due, the Man* 
quis Cornwallis faid to him:— ^" Highly acceptable as the 
payment would be, and advantageous to the affairs of the 
Company at the prefcnt moment, I wilt not accept of your 
money, while you are in arrears to tlie Nizam, our ally.'* 
The Nizam was immediately paid. Here were the faithlei 
Marattas, and the more faithlefs Nizam, as they had been 

often 
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often called, learning tlie maxima and the pradice of good 
faith from their connexions with the Britiih power in India* 
It was therefore with good reafon that he mentioned the con* . 
fidence of the native powers, as a fource of fecurity. Such 
eondu£l and attention to the intereft of our allies tended to 
bind diem firmly to us; and the confequeoces were, that the 
Britiih chara£ker) for juftice, honour, and fidelity, was imme- 
diately exalted to the higkeft pinnacle of fame. 

But his Lordfhip, not fatisfied with thefe wife and falutary 
meafures, formed an arrangement for the fecurity and perma- 
nent pofleffion of landed property, fully convinced, that 
•* there never can be happinefs in any country where landed 
property is infecurc/* The eflfeft has Been, that the monie4 
men, who formerly hoarded up their wealth, have been ex- 
pending It in the purchafe of landed property in Bengal, and 
in the other provinces : Happy in living under the protection 
of the Britiih Government, by which liberty and property were 
rendered fecure and permanent. 

Another advantage produced by the war, which feensed 
^ rather extraordinary, was the increafe of the circulation of 
fpecic; and which arofe from three cai^fes: Firft, the Com* 
pany had, to anfwer any fudden emergency arifing from the 
war, fcnt out 700,0001. in fpecie ; inftalments from Tippoo 
had brought into the country^ fpecie to the amount of one mil- 
lion 'f and on account of the high rate of intereft in that coun- 
try, and. its low rate here, feveral individuals, at their own 
vifque, had fent out large fums to India on the fpeculation of 
great returns from intereft. The laft legacy of the Marquis 
Corfiwallis to a people on whom he had conferred fo many 
obligations, was highly valuable, viz. the regulation of the 
Courts of Juftice. Separating the coUrts ftom the collectors 
of the revenue, and rendering juftice equally acceffible to the 
rich and to the poor, although attended with an expeuce of 
<$o,ooo]. muft add greatly to the happinefs, and confcquentlf 
• to the population, of all the provinces. The improved credit 
of the -Company was ground of encouragement. At the com- 
mencement of the war they were obliged to borrow money in 
India at twelve per cent. During the war intereft fell to - 
«ight p^r cent. It was now only fix; and the Company's 
bonds, at that rate of intereft, bore a premium of two per 
cent. 

He trufted that the Committee would not think him tedioust 
but he confeflcd that ht dwelt with infinite pleafure on the 
affairs of India, and felt himfelf liappy in being able to ftate 
fucb unequivocal proofs of their tncreafing profperity. 

There 
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There was (till another advantage, which, if properly ma* 
naged, might lead to profperity unknown, viz. the acquifition 
of territory on the Malabar Cuaft, the grand fource of com-; 
mercial treafute. . . 

When he combined all thofe various circumftances together^ 
every one of which, taken feparateljr or conjointly, were 
proofs of the growing profperity of India ; when he refled^ed- 
on the territorial revenue of the Company, on ihe profits of 
their trade, arifing from a large capital ; ^hen he confidered 
the favourable fituation in which they ftood with regard to the 
other powers of India, and the excellent regulations M*hich 
had lately taken place in our Indian provinces ; it was impof- 
fible for him, or for any man, with accuracy^ to calculate 
their efFefts on the general profperity of a country. He con- 
fidered all thefe circumftances as futTicient grounds to juftify 
his opinion, and prove that his expectations were well 
founded. 

AT HOME. 

In an average eftimate laid before 

the Houfe laftl year, tbc amount £, SterL 

of fales of goods was taken at - ^^g^^fSOO 

A^ual fale amount - • -- 4,887,127 

Lefs than eftimated 
Charges and profit un private 

trade eftimattd - - - " 

Adual amount . - .. - 

More-than eftimated 

Difference between eftimate and aAual 



- • 


101,175 


70,000 

95*840 


2^,840 


- 


75»333 



A£tual amount received for goods 
in the year 

The Company having been obliged' 
to give more crcd\t than ufuaLby 
497,669!. over the ift of March 

India debt paid off in the year . 

Bond debt ditto. 

Debts paid off 
Amount to be received for goods 

fold in prefent year eftimated at 
India del^ eftimated to be. paid ia 

this year 
Total of India debt paid, and to be 
, paid, m two years 
Laft year's aft di reds only 500,00. !• 

a year to be paid 
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1,008,637 

i,02iivf75 

2,037,11a 

5,426,358 

972,126 

11980,763 

More 



2I0»O0O 



70,000 
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Honourable Hoard of 

Ordnance, for falt- 

petre delivered - ;£"* 2,500 
Private trade goods, 

* fold before ift of 
March 1 794 

Charges and pro&ts 

en private trade 
One, year's intereft, 

at 3L per cent, per 

anh.on 1,207,559!. 

158. the Company 'a 

(hare of anrtuitif:s 

transferred to the 

Bank, per AA of 

* Parliament 
May be borrowed of 

the Bank on mort- 
gage of the anaui«> 
ties - . - 200,coo 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 



20,000 



36,226 



if 6,94.7,948 



Ditto, China 

Bullion exported 

Charges on merchan- 
dize, including Su- 
pra Cargoea* com- 
miifion,, and inter- 
eft on loans - 470, coo 

Indigo, contraftors 39,800 

Dividends on (lock, 
and intereft on 
bonds - 710,000 

Bonds advcrtifed to 

be paid off - 37,2 it 

Bonds to be patd off, 
to reduce the bond 
debt to 2,000,000]. 142,150 

Government, fbr the 
2d half-yearly pay- 
ment, poftponed 
from Jan. 1 794 250,000 

proprietors of private 

trade - 28if,9To 

Buyers of teas re- 
turned - S»944 

Warrants pafTed the 

Court unpaid 54,800 

6,717,02* 
Balance in favour, ifl 

March 1795 230,926 

;^<5,947,948 



It might be a(ked« if the affairs of the Company -were thus 
profperous both at home and abroad, why borrow money? 
.Why apply to the Public for relief ? To this he would anfwcr, 
that the Company did not afk for relief; they afked nothing 
but leave U> iocreafe, their x>vm capital , an indulgence to 
whi(:h, iit^d^r ^K^ particular circu^ fiances, tliey wer& well 
entitled* He might ^havc poflponed the new arrangement of 
the Company's affairs for ope year more^ which would have 
.'prevented the ncceffity of increafing their capital; but con- 
vinced, as he was, of. their yrofperity, it would neither have 
be6n juft to hinder them from enjoying the f^ir profits, which 
'he knew it could afford them in an fncreafe of dividend, nor 
the Public from receiving the fhare. to -which they were enti- 
tled. When he propofed that arrangement, he forcfaw that 
;a:^y failure of the ellimates muft come on the ^afh account ; 
and if the fales had not failed, all would have f^ood fair. By 

<hc 
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the new arrangement, they were to pay ohly yoo,oooh a 
year of the debt transferred from India ; but before it was 
concluded, they had been obliged to accept bills to the amount 
of more than a million. They were next to reduce the bonded '. 
debt ; and if they had gone literally by the A£k of Parliament, 
they muft have applied their whole fiirplus to that purpofe. 
It was thought more advifable to poitpone the bonded debr» 
becaufe it bore an intercft of only four per cent, while the 
debt transferred from India bore an intereft of five per ccnti 
One of hif propofitions now would be to let the bonidcd debt 
tt;main at two millions. 

.' On account of the fhoclc given to .commercial civdit, the 
Company had been obliged to poilpone one of their ialcs for 
fevfeml months^ the confequence of whtdi wds, that they had 
500,000!. of debts due to them oiit«4landing beyond the or* 
dinary period of payment. He therefore propoied^o allow 
them to iiTue bonds, if ncceifary, to the fame amoiint. Thb 
was contra£ling ho new debt, for thv money d\ie ^to thdki 
was recoverable, and when it cameL in would dikharge.thc 
•bonds. '-.riv. 

As their fervants in India could not be informed fooner that 
only 500,0001. of India debt was .to be paid annually in Enp' 
land, they would have 900,000!. of that debt to.pay^; and 
vnlefs it (hould be thought proper to poftpone the 500,000!. 
to be paid to the Pu)>licy they muft be enabled to provide for 
this furplus charge alfo: ^ The Committee, he apprehended, 
would think it more advifablo to let them provide for this by 
addiiig'to their caib account^ till the debt transferred frbm 
India (hould be reduced to 500,000!. for which, prders were 
sow given. Whik the fales .at home were lively and pio- 
du£):ive, it was highly proper to take advantage of this mode 
,6{ transferring debt from Jndia to England. In time of war, 
when the charges were greater and the profits Icfs, it.migh^ 
be advifable to make the transfer of debt Icfs, or to ftop it al- 
together. His own opinion was, that it never ought to be en- 
tirely ftopped, becaufe then the Company's fervants would be 
tehipted to give foreign Companies thehencfit of their capital, 
'which would open a door for contraband trade. Noihinff 
.could be more injudicious than the old regulations, by whicn 
the Company wobid neither bring home the fortunes ©f thei^ 
fervants (honcftly acquired) themfelves, nor allowed themto 
be fcnt to Europe by other channels. 

• It was his intentiorti in the petition of the Compapy, tb 
move for leave to bring in a Bill to enable them tb contintle 
their old bonded debt ar two millions, and to iflue ne^olr bondSl 
fox one million more. ^ ' . * • 

c He 
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He concluded with inoYtng hb fevenil tcfohxtimSf which 
were a^ced ta without any debate, and the vepoit ordered Co 
be feoeifed on Monday the 7th. 

VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

The Chancellor of tie Exchequer moved the Order of the Day 
for receiving the Report of the Committee on tlie Bill for the 
cdcouragement and difcipHne of fuch perfoos aa (hait volunta* 
niy enrol themfelves for tlie internal defence of the kingdom 1 
which being donei the amendments of the Committee were 
read and agreed to. He then propofed fome other amend* 
msiit^ one of which was founded on the idea fuggeifted on a 
former occafton) by Mr. Shcridan» that of removing aH difo- 
ficiihy ks to the time when thefe volunteers fliall be iufa^ed to 
inilitinry low. He thought it would be better that fuch a point 
Ihoold/be purely voluntary en the part of the corpf> and 
therefore ^before the word ^ march^" he propofed to infeit 
tfe word ^ velttntarV)" fo that no perfon fliould be bound to 
■Dbrch wild did not tUnk fit 1 but after voluntary maichangt 
the Mutiny Bill would of courfe attach. The amendmenca 
were dl agi^eed to> and the Bill ordered to be engrofled) and 
tD be read a third time on Monday the 7 th^ if then cngroiled* 
.' Adjovmed. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, :>^pri^ 7. 

Tbehr LordOiips ^uwot, in tl>e ufual formy at half paft one 

f/elock, into Woftminftcr-Hall, to proceed with the Trial of 

Mr. Haftings. At five their Lc^dfiiips returned to the Chan»- 

ber of Parliament. 

A Mefiage was fent to inform the GommonS) that they would 
proceed further with the Trial on Wedncfday the 9th. 

HOWARD'S niVORCE BILL. \ 

,' Mr. Mingay, Counfel for Mr. Howard, appeared at the Ba^> 
and^ in a 2iort and pertinent fpeech> ilated to the Houfe th]^ 

founds upon which Mr. Howard prayed to be divorced frolii 
ady Elizabeth, his wife. \ . 

^ ^ He then proved the marriage by the copy of the regifter> and 
^y.the e»idcnce of the D^ke of Koifalk, who was prcfent at 

the ceremony. Other witnefles were called, who proved the 
iC)loj>ement of Lady Elizabeth from Mr. Howard in July lad. 
Mi jth^ Ib^ had refidcd ever fince with Mr, Bingham. The 
J^t^ffiqc of divorce a menja et ihro, in the EcclefialUcal Courtf 

was alfo proved. , 

.ff 5 Mr; 
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Mr. Mmgay then fud it would be neceflfary (as thexe was a 
claufe in the Bill to baftardize the children which Lady £lt2a» 
bcth might have after lesnring her hufband^s hoafe) for him 
to prove that Lady Elizabeth was not pregnant when (he left 
Mr. Howard's houfe.' He called a wttnefs for that purpofe. 
. Mr. Garrow, who attended on the part of Lady EHzabeth^ 
faidf he would leave that Lady's cafe, and that of the cluid 
with which ftc was now pregnant, to the wiUom and juftice 
oi i^e Honfe^ 

The Bill was read a firft time. 

PRIVILEGE. 
^hi Earl (f Lmuderdale called their Lordfhips' sCttention tO 
a proceeding whicih he knew only from hearfay \ but whiclu 
if truly ftated, demanded their moft ferious regard, as it tendeft 
to viohcte the firft principle of the freedom of difcuffion ilk 
that Houfe. He underftood, that, on Friday hft, a Noble Easl 
had regularly made a motion in his place; which motion it 
was the duty of their Lordfhips, and confonant to 21U the nde^ 
:md orders of the Houfe^ to entertain and difcufs in a Pallia^ 
mentary way ; mafmuch as it was the acknowledged privilen 
of every Noble Peer to originate, and bring into difcuffion, in 
the Houfe^ any propofition that he might think material to the 
vrelfare, inter^ils, and dignity of the empire. Widiout thik 
privilege, inherent in every Member, all difcuffion mi^ht be 

}>revented, or be arbitrarily cruflied ; all the benefits of a d&- 
ibenttive aflembly be deftroyed, and all the ends of Parliament 
rendered nugatory. Queftions might be overborne by m^jo^* 
rities, might be defeated by the artifice of debate, or be got 
rid of by adjoummedt ; but it was one of the mod falu^ary, as 
well as moft facred, provifions of Parliament^ that, upoYi.ever)r 
queftion regularly put, there muft be a formal decifion. There 
Vas no power, that he knew of, exifting in that Houfe, which 
could arbitrarily difpoie df any motion^ and prevent It front 
coming fairly into difcuffion before their Lordftiips. There 
was no order by which a propofition could drop ftill-bora 
from the mouth of the mover, and which he owned and main- 
tained ; and any attempt violently to ftifle fuch a propofition 
in the birth, was deftniAive of alt the rights for which their 
:inceftors had ftruggled, and without the maintenance of which 
their exiftence would be ufelefs. Y^, notwithftanding thefe 
dear, a<fknowledged truths, he underftood, that the motion of 
die Noble £arl, to which jie alluded, had been arbitrarily cur^ 
tailed, and a part of it withheld from tlieir Lordfiiips, without 
any motion having been made, or amendment offered, to juftify 
Tuch a proceeding. He could not help thinking this a moit 
*extra^dinary proceeding, at a time when they were called 

upon 
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upon fo ftrcnuoufly to maintain the coiiftitution by a war fo 
burthenfome and injurious to the country. Heve the firft 
principles of the freedom of dcl?ate were infringed ; and if 
ivas therefore of material confequence to their LordOiipSy tliat 
they ihould ferioufly inquire into ^he proceeding. He (hould 
therefore defire their Lfordfliips to be fummoned to take the 
proceeding into confideration. ' 

Tie Earl.of Caernarvon faid, that he was happy to find, thai 
the Noble £art (Lauderdale) could feel the impreffion of 
alarm, however trifling the caufe which excited it ; it gave 
him fome hopes that polTibly he might by degrees grow more 
indulgent tO) perhaps at lall participate! the alarm of pth^rsy 
where real and fubftantial caufe produced it. He could, how- 
ever, having been prefent, remove the uncafy fenfation whicfi 
an ill-founded report fccmed to have excited in the^NfobleEarl's 
Oiindy by alTuring him, that if he had bceri prefent he would 
have heard the Noble Earl's motion, and its extraordinary pre- 
amble, 'With the fame eniotion which tlie reft of the Houfe 
felt, and he would have been convinced that his Learned Friend 
on the woolfack, fo far from infringing the privileges oi the 
Houfe, had aftcd as became its dignity and wifdom, and his 
own chara£Ver and fituation, and with the unanimous concur- 
tence and approbation of every Peer prefent. He weuld 
not enter into the detail of the tranfadtion at this moment, ay 
the Noble Earl had given notice that he {hould make a motion 
on the fubieft to-morrow 4 he was ready, however, either now 
or then, to maintain that his Learned Friend had in no in- 
ftance departed from the ftrifteft propriety of conduft, and 
that in fatl what he had done was the unanimous a£t of ihc 
Houfe. 

The Btjbop ofRocheJlet doubted whether it was regular for 
the Noble Lord to make a motion upon a fubjeft which pafled 
upon a former occafion when he was not prefent. He con- 
curred with the Noble Lord who fpoke laft, in maintaining 
that the Learned Lord had atled with regularity. After the 
Houfe had been fatigued with hearing that tedious preamble 
read, the Learned Lord propofcd, ^s an ajiicndmcnt, to leave 
put the preamble ; to whii;ih propofal the Houfe gave their 
moft unanimous approbation. Even the Noble Earl (Stan- 
hope) did notoppofe it. Nothing, therefore, could be more 
regular than the whole proceeding, or more conformable to 
the privileges of that Houfe. 

Earl Stanhope fjiid, rhe mupnory of the Reverend Prelate was 
not quite correft in fayini;, that an amendment had been pro- 
pofed to his motion, which had been adopted. He never ro- 
mcznbcred to have feen a motion put in tliat way before 5 for, 

inftead 
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inftead of taking the opinion of the Houfe upon the fuppoled 
amendment, in the ufual form of Cotttent or UouContent^ the^ 
Learned Lord faid, he would take the fenfe of the Houfe by 
their look. This was even worfe than the French Convention, 
where they decide upon meafures^or acclamation. He thanked 
his Noble Friend for his attention to the privileges of the 
Houfe, in bringing forward this motion. He then commented 
911 what had pafled on Friday, and ventured to pronounce the 
proceedings of the Houfe on the occa(^on to have been unpre* 
ccdentedi/candaloujp and atrocious--^ 

Tie Lord Chancellor moved to have the Noble Earl's words 
taken down. 

Earl Stanhope reminded the Houfe, that he was fpeaking 
hypothetically, and putting a fuppofititious cafe ; and that tf 
ne fa£h were fo, then he meant to apply the epithets and ex- 
preffions he had ufed,;and not to any thine that did pafs* 

The Earl of Caernarvon faid, that the fentence was finifhed 
without the word if, and indeed was not very good fenfe with 
it I for the Noble Lord fpoke of a tranfa£tion at which he was 
prefent,and of which he was a party, and he could not have 
meant the term ^^ Ccandalous, &c." as imputable to a fuppofed 
cafe, and added therefore the monofyHable 1/^ to avoid the cen- 
fure due for words uttered in heat. He iaid that he was al- 
ways willing to admit any fort of explanation of words which 
warmth in debate might have produced. The Noble Lord 
fnight certainly make an apology, retract the words, or add to 
them ; but it muft conftitute a clear apology in its nature, not 
an intended infult under the cover of an if. 

The Bi/hop of Rochefer moved, ** That the Strangers do 
^ withdraw." 

After the ftrangors had withdrawn, a warm debate took 
place, in which Earl Stanhope explained. He faid, that the 
Noble and Learned Lord had thought it perhaps the beft mode 
of joftifying his condu£i to ftop him in the middle of a fen- 
tence, fo as to leave his meaning incomplete. He would re* 
peat, therefore, what he had faid, and what he meant to fay : 
It was the moft fcandalous and atrocious proceeding that ever 
took place in Parliament, i/'ahy fuch proceeding ever did take 
place * in ^Parliament. His afTercion was hypothetical. Juft in 
the fame way he might have him called to aider, and have his 
words taken down, if he had faid, " The prefent King, 
George III^ has no right to the Crown of theie Realms—" 
Thefe words, taken bv themfelves, would have incurred the 
penalties of fedition ; but if they were part of a fentence, the 
remainder of which was, ^* if the h& of Settleipent had not 
pafied," no man woul4 fay that the expreifion w^s not conftir 
pitional, correct, and true. 

Vol. IJL I £ari 



' jiari t^e'ncery in ^oriftqiienci of this exportation, trioVed to 
at!ioum. 

Uhe Earl of Lmderide nwd,that he would only add to wh»t 
he had faid before, ihj^tthe rules of the Hoiifc had been^ in his 
opinion, unaccbXintably d&p^rtcd ffom ; and that certainly her 
wotld not fufFcr any fnotion of his to drop in Its paflage cithcf 
from fcimfelf to the Chftir, or from tfet -Chair to the Ho\ifc, 
'whateter might be ks f&te in the hand^ "of their lK>rdfliipSy 
"^dn faWy put to them* 



HOUSE OF COIvLUONS, /. ' ' 

MoU>»^Y, 41^11 7. . I . v-I 

T!ie Gn!-!olic AWtrni-s* Bill was report^l/afnd or<*cpcd ttf 
be engrofifed. ♦ .:,^ 

•' The Members wfctft tnto 'Weftminfter^H^ll,' to tfte Trial^'of 
Mr,H«ftings. ' ! . ' .a .-. v/ 

• The Gommittee on the Norfolk hlji^iA Jiidicature fell well* 
Aroiigh it, and ordered it to be Reported. . - -• '\ 

The Plite-GIafs 'Company's t'emion was Vepbrted, and •» 
BfH ordered. 

Tlie Borrbwftourinef^^ Twopenny Salts, Dimcfhtlttrh Roaitei 
Cl^iTfc and Bennington Intlufure BiHs, were repbited^ mid'oN 
tiered to be engroficd. » " 

Sir Geprge Shuckburgh's JJame atid the t&zcly C^narBill^ 
^CTC read a third iSmc, and pnflcd. • ■ .: 

The ballot for a Committee to try the merits of ^e Sea-» 
ford right of Eleftion, was deferred .till MjV the 6th. 

A Meflage^'as received from the Lordb, dating, that th'cii^ 
Lordftiips would *froceed further on tlnj Trial df Wanren 
Haftings, Efq. on Wednefday the 9th. ' ; 

' Mr, Beaufiy brought up the report of ttie Ihdia Budget. 
* The Rcfolut ions were 'read a firft time. On the qucfftion 
being put for the fecond reatlSig, 

Mr, Francrs faid, tli«t tWe ll**ght'*H(^n. GehtlethaH whO 
moved the Refolations was ii^t IrkePy to attend the Houfe that 
day. Some points occunred to hini which he wiflicd to ftatfe 
in the hearing of that Riglit Hon. Gcnfleman. As many 
Gentlemen were abfent on the opening of the Budget, perhaps 
the Right Hon. Gentleman wks determined not to be prefent 
while any thing iva's 'likely to be'faid rgainft it. .jWr. Frdncis 
faid he had not attended tlic opening of the Ind!a Butlget, ani 
by the bleffing of God he ncvir "would. But when the Bill 
was brought forward for the relief of this thriving, flourifhing 
•^pn^ny, he might have fomc obfcrvations to make. He 
I 
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Okould only fij, that, nptwkhds^iding the very favourable 
defcription given of the aifairs of this Coaipany, the refult pf 
f}ie whole of their unpaialleled fuccefi^ was, that they were to 
borrow two millions of money. He Ihould fay no more qn 
this bufinef^ until the Right Hon. Gentleman ihould attend. 

The Refolutions were then read and agreed to. 

Tie Chaff ce/Ur of the Exchequer moved, *' That the Petition 
" prcfented on behalf of the £aft India Company on the Sul?- 
'' jc^ before the Houfc be read :" Which being done, he 
moved, " That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to empower 
*^ the Eaft India Company to continue a Bond Debt of Two 
/^ Millions, and to iucreafe their Capital to a farther Sum^ to 
" be limited as Circumftai|ces may require." — Granted. 

The Lottery Bill was prcfented an4 re^d a firft time. 

BILL FOR EMPLOYING FRENCHMEN IK THE BRITISH 
SERVICE. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer reminded the Houfq of the 
notice which he had giVen a day or two fincc, that he had a 
motion to bring forward, for leave to bring in a Bill, that his 
Majefty might be enabled to avail himfelf of an opportunity of 
employing in his fervice fubjedls of France undei^ certain de- 
fcriptiohs* The advantage of the plan he trailed would ap- 
pear in the courfe of the campaign. He did not tbiak it pro- 
bable that any oppofition would be offered to the n^e^fure i|i 
'the preiSent ftage of it, and therefore, unlefs he found he was 
ileceived in that idea, he (hould not enter upon any obfervar 
tion upon the fobjed at that tin^e. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer faid, it was obvious to him that many advantages 
•might be derived from a force of this fort, when the nature of 
ihc prefent war, under the circumQances of France, the nun>* 
ber of fubjects driven from that country, and the number no\f 
in France who would be ready to avail themfelves of an opr 

J}ortunity, but who had not. yet been able to en>ancipatc tiicm- 
elves from the unexampled tyranny of their oyvn Government, 
and the many other circumAances wbich.might occanon their 
fifing into refinance to their prefent Governors, were taken 
into confideration. Upon that ground tlierefofc it was diat he 
Ihould move, " That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to en- 
^^ able the Subjects ^f France to enliil as Soldiers in his Ma* 
^ jefty's Service o^ the Continent of Eurgpe, and other Places, 
*• and to receive Officers in fuch Regiments, or Engineers^ 
•* under certain Reltridioris.*'. 

Mr. Francis faiil, that Mys fuJ)jeG, 09 the firft view of it, * 
sippeared to be of j^reat importance, and likejy to give rife to a 
Very fill tJifcuffic;!. He wiihcd to Jcnow, whether thcfe fo- 

I .2 feigners 

-.t 
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reigners were only to be nifcd and paid in a foreign counti)^ 
or to be here ? or were they only to be raifed and kept abroad, 
at the fervice might call for them ? He did not fpeak pofitivel j, 
but he underfto^ that the Duke of York had men ot this fort 
as Britifli troops already under his cpmmand. He ihould be 

S^ to receire fome information, whether this corps was to 
e abroad, or, being raifed here, they were to be employed 
here ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, the meafure was to 
raife a corps of this kind abroad, and to confine their fervice to 
fervice abroad ; at the fame time he was ready to fay, it was 
poffible they might be brought to fome place in this country, 
as a place of rendezvous, fomewhere near the coaft ; and they 
(hould not be brought more than a certain number of miles 
diftance from the coaft in this country. The whole of the 
plan however fliouldbe laid before Parliament * 

Mr, Harrifon obferved, that there was already in circula* 
tion a hand-bill ftating, that Frenchmen were now raifing in 
this country, and inviting the emigrants to enlift, which he 
coofidered as an indication of an intention to raife thofe troops 
within this country. 

The Chancellor of the Excheyur faid, he was entirely Uflac^ 
quainted with fucb notice, if fuch hand-bills exifted, he was 
an utter ftranger to them. 

Ccl, M^Leod alledged, that thefe hand^bills were circulated 
in all quarterst offering levy money of 12 guineas for foreign 
recruits of one fize, eight guineas for another fize, and fix 

Sineas for a third. This was done in fo public a manner. 
It notwithftanding the minifter's declaration, it was impoJfiUe 
for him to be unacquainted with them. Here the Colonel 
being loudly called to order, apologized very readily, but added, 
that if fuch tranfaAions took place without the knowledge of 
tlie minifters of the Crown, it was no fmall proof of very cul« 
pable negligence. 

Mr. narrifon faid, it was a very public thing, and that the 
bill he alluded to was ftuck up againft the wall of the Admi- ' 
ralty Office. 

Mr. Vanjittart thought, that the emigrants in this country 
might enliit uiider this Bill without impropriety or objection. 

^he Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, he did not mean 
that they ihould be prevented. 

The motion was put and carried. 

VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

- The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the Day, 

for the third reading of the Bill for the encouragement and 

difcipline of fuch perfons as fliaU volunurily enlift themfelves 

for 
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ftv the general defence of the country: Which being ready 
lie moved, '* That this Bill be now read a third time.'* 

Mr. Francis deiired that a particular claufe in the Bill of 
Rights might be read, which being accordingly done, he faid^ 
that, in contemplating the queftton before them, the Houfc 
muft keep in view two different duties. The firft, Whethor 
the fervice propofed was wanting ? and the fecond, In what 
manner that fervice (hould be provided for i The latter was 
the point which now immediately demaVided the attention of 
the Houfe : And if, inftead of exerciHng their power to pro- 
vide for thav fervice, they delegated it to another, they were, in 
fa£b, guilty of a violation of the truft repofed in them ; that is 
to fay, if, inftead of providing for the propofed augmentation 
themfelves, they fufFcrcd the executive government to inter- 
fere by receiving fubfcriptions, they betrayed the truft repofed 
in them. The Bill of Rights fpecially provided, that no mo- 
ney fliouM be raifed or levied by the King but by the grant of 
Parliament: The -Houfe of Cdmmons alone had that neht : It 
was 'not the only duty of that Houfc, on the queftion of fupply^ 
to vote or rcfufe the fupply ; but having voted the fupply, it 
was their duty to determine the manner in which the fupplf 
Ihould be raifed. By the prefent Bill that part of their dutf 
was entirely laid afide; being delegates themfelves, they had 
no right to delegate it. He therefore would proteft againft 
the meafure. A learned Serjeant (Mr. Adair) had promifed 
to offer a claufe to be introduced into the body of this Bill, for 
the purpofe of legalizing thefe benevolences ; he (hould wait 
to fee how this could be done i although, for his part, he had 
much rather not have a Bill that he entirely difapproved of^ 
bettered in any particular part, becaufe he would not have the 
public difapprobation of a bad meafure, leiTened by a partial 
amendment. 

Mn Serjeant Adair rofe to reply to the comments that were 
made by Mr. Francis, which feemed to lead to a claufe that 
he {Serjeant Adair) had propofed to bring into the Bill ; but 

The Speaker obferving, that it was not ftriAly in order to 
fpeak to a matter not before the Houfe, 

Mr. Serjeant Ai\ ir faid, that what had fallen from the Hon. 
Gentleman did not at all apply to the intended claufe, and fat 
down. 

Earl Wycombe faid, that, much as he difapproved of the mea* 
fare which had of late been fo much the fubjed of difcuiliony 
he (hould not have troubled the Houfe with any comment on 
the meafure before it, if juftice to a Noble Relation (I«or4 
Lanfdown) did not demand it. That Noble Perfon had| iu 
1782, as Secretary of State, written a circular letter to the 

' Lords 



JLoHs Lieutenants of couQtiest pnayors and magiftrat6so£ great 
towns, &c. T^t letter had been commented upoQ. by fi 
Right Hon. and Learned Gentleman (che Attorney General) 
in a manner which> highly as he refpe£led that Gentleman^ 
truth obliged him to declare, was in the greateft degree unfair 
and uncandid. The Learned Gentleoian had compared tb^ 
tranfadion of 1782 with the prefeqt ^ though there could not 
be two meafures more dii&milar ; ^od, to fupport that coonpa- 
fifon, h«d brought about feven letters out of 140, which ha^ 
been written in anfwer to. his Noble Relation'^ circular ktteis 
l^fore the Houfe, made theni a comment on it^ and thence 
drew inferences wliich, if the letters had b^n fairly dated to 
the Houfe, could hot have b^en reafqnably deduced from, them. 
Uis Lordfhip entered into a coniparative ftatement of tlie tw^ 
zneafureS) in order to {hew that they were in no point (imiUr. 
The objcd of the former was to arm ^hc People, that of th<J 
latter to arm the Crown : The former operating as an appeal to 
Ae fcntintents and approbation of the People ; the latter pre- 
4:ludiiig them from all fuch interference. That thefe eflenti^ 
jdiffcrences really cxifted- betwepu the two meafures, he fai4 
would be found by a very flight examination into the proviGoos 
inmtained in them. In the plan fubmitted by hi? NoUe Relation 
to the Country, the officers to the feveral corps to be raifed^ 
were to. be nominated by the recommendation of the Lor4 
Lieutenants of the feveral counties, whofe local knowledge 
enabled them to feleft the perfons moft proper for fuch > 
truft ; by the prefent Bill, the oflicers were to "be nominated 
hj the Crown atoi|e— in the former regulations, officers wer^ 
squired to poifefs property in the part of the county for whick 
they were nominated to command ; at prefent no fuch regular 
iion was adopted. By the former plan, the times of exercifiog 
the men were fixed for Sundays, holidays, and. hburs after 
urork ; that regulation was, in the prefent meafure, entirely left 
io the will of the Crown. Then, the corps were not liable to b^ 
called out upon fervice, but upon the exiftence of a£lual danr 
gcr; irrthe meafure of the day tliey were to be fubje£|e4 to 
all the feverities of marti«l law, upon what might be-conftrue^ 
. into the appearns^ce of danger, or even of r;ot. But above all, 
And whatiormed tlie eflential difterence between the prefent 
and former meafures was, that whpreas the one went to rai& 
no fupplies whatever^, becaufe it was fo calculated as to avoid 
;iH expence,. the prefent was calculated to autborife the ratfiQg 
fiippitea ibdependent of that Houfe, and in violation of i($ 
preijogativ^s. It had been contended on a former night» thai 
tbejntention and exift'snce of ;i plan to raife a iubfcription in 
1.7^2, was. demojiilrable from the. anfwers dated to have bee^ 
V.,. received 



ttecCtttfd to the olGcia! ktter. Not to remark how much more* 
natural it would be to judge of that'fafl from the letter itfelf, 
than from any anfwers thereto, he could not but confider it as a 
nioft grofs, partial^ and iflfceral mode of judging by the tehor 
df fix or feven anfwers out of a hundred and forty-four, which 
had been aftually received. For hrs part, he had had an op-, 
portunity of feeing many of thofe a-nfwers ; and he had no he- 
fitation in declaring, that, from the tenor of them all, there was 
Jio foch thing as ftihfcription appearing to be underftood l>j^ 
them. In the former debate too, the propriety of fubfcription 
kad been attempted to be juftified by the precedents of naval' 
firmaments, which had at different periods been equipped by 
the Exertions of individuals 5 and he was ready to admit that 
fcft, particub^rly the one which ofccurred upon bccafioti oF the 
Spanifh armada. For his part, he faw 'no great objeftion to^ 
^ofe« becaufe in the cafe of naval armaments no great danger' 
dould arifc to the'liberties of the country from, any na\^l ex- 
ertions, as in the land fervice, where the very fliadow of li- 
berty might be deftroyed by the extent to which the effort 
jni^htgo. 

Tife t^/fi?r«f7 O^w^rrt/ replied to his Lordfhip, atid faid, thnt 
ke woftW not allow arty man to ftate againft him a charge of 
^fliit of candour, without at leaft calling* on him to prove it 
by fomething more than bare affcrtion. After having liftencd 
-with great attention, he cbuld not refraift from declaring, that 
tf*e Noble Lord xlriio fpoke laft had, in his judgment, com- 
pletely failed in his attempt to fhew tlic difference between 
the two cafes. He had not, he hoped, the felf-confidelice to 
aflfetts that, becaufe he could not fee it, there was no pof^tiye 
diftinAion ; but he would aver that he had not heard one ar- 
gument which, to his Judgment, went to prove thar there was^ 
^ real dilferetice of prineipk between the two meafures : That 
judgnwnt -he had a right to exercife*, and he fhcJuld in no ca'j 
fail to do lb, and give, as was his duty, the refult of it to the 
Houfc. He fcouted the idea of the Noble Lord, that it was 
feudable to fubfcfJbe for (hips, and yet not lawful to fobfcribe 
fdrmoii to ' man them. It was in the truefi: fenfe of the words 
a dWinftion without a 'difference.- Mr. Attorney concluded bf 
flicwing, that a variety of fubfcriptions had aftunlly taken. 
place in various parts of England and Scotland, under the cir- 
cular letter of Lord Shelburne in 1782. 

Lord Wycombe rofe to explain. 

Mr. Grey rofe to reply. He declared that he remained of 
the fame opim'on he had ftated upon a former night ; that 
to produce five or fix anfwers out of fuch a number as wenJ 
f cccived, for the purpofc of criminating the Noble Lord who 
. had 
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liad ifliied the circular letter^ was unfair and illiberal. He 
ready to abide the judgment of the Houfe, up6n an impartial 
examination of the two plans ; the comparifon of which he 
was not afraid of. In the plan of 1782, there was no (bltcit- 
ation whatever on the part of the Crown» nor did the word 
fuhfetiptkn once occur in it. Indeed the whole was a plan 
calculated to avoid expence. By it the ferjeants and corporala 
were to be paid by the Crown, who confequently would beob* 
liged to apply to tnat Houfe for the means to pay them ; even 
the arms were to be found by Government^ and not by the 
people ; fo that the privileges of that Houfe were ftri£Uy pre* 
fenred and attended to throughout the whole of it. The 
Noble Lord had dated his aflent to naval annament^ by the 
fubje£i ; he for his part (bould objed to fuch pra^iices either 
for land or £ea fervice \ but (till there was a manifcft diftinc- 
tion between the two cafes, as it was apparent there exifked a. 
danger to the public freedom in the one, which could never 
apply to the other. He again repeated bis opinion of the un- 
candid way of proceedings i|i producing a partial difplay of the 
anfwers, and arguing from them as if they fpoke tne fenfe o£ 
all that had been received. For his part he (hould a&» as he 
would have a right to do^ were he to deal with the Learned' 
Gentleman in a court of juftice ; he would confider them aa 
xns:tt. forgeries^ and uiideferving of credit or attention, unlefs 
the whole were produced. Some of thofe anfwers he had 
fcen> particularly thofe from Devonlbire and Exeter, wherein 
the idea of fubfcription was certainly not to be found. He waa' 
ready to admit the claim of candour made by the Learned Gen^-. 
tleman \ but ilill he conceived that it would have been more 
firmlv eftabliOied by pra(^ice than profeiHon. 

Mr. RdIU faid) that, to his knowledge, there were fubfcriiK 
tlons entered into in the counties of Devon and Cornwall in 
1782; and if tjiey were illegal, he would be giad to know why 
they Iiad not been refifted, and declared fo. 

Mr, Ryder combated the arguments that had been advanced 
by the Hon. Gentlemen who wifhed with the fame breath to 
itigmatize the prefent meafure, and juftify that of 1 78a« He 
faid he heard nothing like argument from them, but mere 
afTertion, without the colour otidfk. It Mras worthy of remark, 
that thefc Hon. Gentlemen would defend the meafure of 1782, 
on the pretext that it wns not money, but arms and accoutre- 
ments, that were then fubfcribed; which, was faying, that it 
was illegal to fublcribe if the fubfcription was in the ihape of 
a guinea, but legal if in the fl)ape of a muiket or a canteen. 
In fuch mlferabie dilUn£tioas he hoped that the'fafety of the 
conftitutioa was not to reft ; and he trufted that th? Houfe- 

would^ 
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urotdd treat them with the dtfregard and indifiefenceihat Atf 
dcfervcd. 

Mr. Curvyen maintained, that there was* a dear diftin£Hoit 
between ^he meafure under confidcraticn and' that of 178a; 
Bethought die former juilifiable on conffitutvona] grounds; 
on the contrary, the prefent appeared to hea meafure caleti» 
lated to iteep up a fyftem of dcIuHon amo^g tfae^eople^ He 
thought aUb^ that if there was any danger, the minifterihdald 
ftate it ; if extraordinary means were ncccffary, it was thd 
duty of thofe who poffeiTcd large property in the country to 
ftand forward ; and in that cate he hoped Gentlemen of for* 
tune would facrifice at once all thcf could fpa^ for tlie bentfii 
of the Public. 

Tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that^ unwHIing as \i% 
was, on aiiy occafion, to take up the time of the Houfe, and 
unirer£il as the afTent lo the pnnciple of the Bill feemed to 
be, be could not refift the defire he telt to gire his fentiment^ 
tn two or three points which had been fubftituted in the nlace 
of argument by Gentlemen who oppofed the prtnctple dtiixf* 
flying the exigencies of the State, under certain circumftances^ * 
Dy Toluntaty contributions : And he could not refrain from 
calling the notice of the Houfe to the way in which the ar^ 
gument bad .diat night been managed. From the ufe which 
had 'been made of the argument refpeding the letters, he 
faid,. (me would be induced, prim&fade^ to fuppofe, that the 
whole merits and fubftantial principles of the queftion de« 
pended oti the Circular Letter of 1782: But, in order to get 
rid of the unavailing and ufelcfs fubtleties which were built 
on that, he would wave the force which the prcfent meafure 
derivedfrom the authority of that in 1782, and, for thetime, 
fuppofe that there had been no fuch letttrr written, no anfwers 
to it received, no meeting^ 4ield, no fobfcriptions entered^ 
into: Yet, on a general view of the Jaws and conftitution of 
the country, as they appeared MTitteii in ftacute bboks, handed 
down by precedents, and confirmed by the firft and moft re- 
fpe^ble authorities, legal as well as political, that the page 
of Britiflj hiftory, or the records of jurifpruderice could boaft 
of, and on a fair conftra£li6n of thofe laws and that confli- 
tution bv principles of reafon and tnith, the meafure would 
be found to ftand on the firmeft grounds, and to refift every . 
attack that fubtlety and ingenuity could poflibly dtfrife, or 
temerity venture to make upon it. 

Wkh regard to what had been faid by a Noble Lord refpefit* 
ing the conftrudion of the Letter in 1782, it had nothing to 
do with the Bill, but was merely an attempt to vindicate a 
particular fet of men from a charge of incon&ftency: He put - 

YoL.ra* K it 
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it to the conCdention of the Houfe, whether a great national 
queftion ought to be fufpcnded, merely for the pizrpofe of 
proceeding on the trial of a few Gentlemen fet inconfifteney ? 
As to the meafure of 178a, fo far from thinking it a fubjed 
of crimination, he thought it a meafure highly hudaUe : But 
laying thought it rifht in 17829 he fliould mink it highly cri- 
minal, indeed, to raife anyobjedions to a fimilar meafure in 
1794, when the country, as refpe£ling not only its internal 
fiate,but its various relations with the reft of Europe, fo muck 
more loudly demanded the adoption of fuch a meafure. And 
here, he laid, an explanation of his principal motive for op* 
poiing the produ£bion of the letters in anfwer to that of the 
Secretary of State in 1782, came in with peculiar force, and 
would come more completely home to the bofoms of the 
Houfe than at any other time : For producing the papers 
would be a virtual admiflion, that the merit of the prefent 
ode hinged and depended on that of I782,and thofe letters; an 
idea whu;h he deprecated and was determined to refift in limwe i 
be had therefore fet his face againft the motion for thofe ca- 
pers i at the. fame time he was convinced that he was (up* 
ported in it by the cordial fentiments and genuine opinion of 
the Houfe. He muft, he faid, notice one obfervation . however, 
which had fallen from an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey ),nsune}j» 
** That as the letters'were not all produced in form, he (Mr. 
Grey) would, in imitation of the practice of courts of law, 
deny the authenticity of fuch as were produced, and {ay that 
they were fabrications and forgeries." Such terms might 
pombly- be ufed by the Hon. Gentleman when he thousht 
them ufeful to his ai^ument : For his part, he doubted whe- 
ther they would not be reprobated for tlieir coarfenefs, even 
in a court of law; but he begged ;ieave to remind the Hon. 
Gentleman for Us inilru£^ion, that he was then in a Court 
ef Parliaments and that his language was, to fay no worfe of 
It, more adapted to an advocate at law than a Member of Par- 
liament 

Gentlemen had laid a good deal of ftrefs on the contents 
of the various letters which were written in anfwer to that of 
the Earl of Shelbume in the year 1782, and not produced by 
his Learned Friend in the courfe of his fpeech on this fub* 
je£b the other night. He muft confefs that the eagemefs 
difplayed for^ the produfUon of the whole of that corre- 
fpondience, for the purpofe of general information, did not 
appear to him to be totally free from fufpicion. He had great 
doubt whether thefe Gentlemen were in reality fo ignorant of 
the contents of thefe letters as they feemed to oe by their zeal 
for the prodtt£lion of them. — ^He (hould be led to fuppofe, 

that 
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that if thej had accounts of thefe letters of fuch accuracy at 
to be able to ftate their number with precifion, they might 
b? poiSbilitj have been enabled to re?4 toe contents ot them, 
lliey ftatedthe number in all to be 144. That thcffhould 
have poflefled themfelves with fuch accuracy of the number 
of thefe lettetSi and jet be in total ignorance of their con- 

I tents, was, under all the circumllances9 what he felt himfelf 

^ much inclined to doubt. He beliered too, that if the felec- 
tion of his Learned Friend of thofe letters was really an un- 
fair one* fome of thefe Gentlemen would have found means 
to proige it; there was, however, no regular Parliamentary 
ground for the produ£iion of them ; and that he muft again 
beg leave to fay was the only reafon why he objected to it; 
for as the cafe Hood, there was nothing that made it re- 
gular or even decent that they (hould be produced. So little 
difpolition had be to conceal thefe letters, that he would 
declare^ if there was any one advocate on the other fide, who 

^ f had any real wiOi, as a matter of information, to know the 
contents of all the lecters alluded to, either for himfelf or his 
party, there was not one of them he (hould not Ivive an op- 
ponunity of looking at. He (hould be very glad to go fur-o 

1 dier^ and to make the correfpoodence complete, for he wi(hed 
to (hew the replies of the Secretary of State to thefe letters, 
ini78at but he was not able to do fo, for he did not find 
any one of fuch replies at the office, not one reply now 
remaining in the office. If there were any replies, and thefe 
(jentlemen knew of them, and would have the candout to 
bring them to him, he (hould be very glad to make an ex« 
change with them; however, thefe were terms he had no 

* right to infift on, they were only matter of civility, in which 
Gentlemen were at liberty to rollow their own inclination | 
he (hould not retra£l his offisr^-the anfwers thev (hould have 
in the way he mentioned ; for there was, in reality, no di(po- 
Ction on his part for any concealment in the buGnefs : This 
was the true and precife ftate of the queftion with regard to 
thefe letters. But, after all, what pafled in the year 1782 was 
not fully applicable to the difpiite between Gentlemen on 
the other fide and his friends and himfelf; and after what 
had already been faid On the fubjc£l, it would hardly be ne«»' 
celTary for him to add to what had been advanced by his Learned 
Friends on all the topics. The great point which went di* 
redly to the principle of the thing, was clear, namely, tha^ 

^ fubjefis might fubfcribe to a plan for tlie aCTiftance of the ex- 

^ ecutive government, on the fan£lion of Parliament to be af- . 
lerwards given. This was feemingly admitted by the Right 
Hon. Gec^eman himfelf (Mr. Fox) in the courfe of a debate 

Ka on 
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on tWs fubjcft on a former night; for, in fpeaking,of 'the 
nature of the p\an of 1782) he had admitted that although 
there was no regular pay to the corps to be employed in pur- 
fuance of the recommendatioa of the Secretary of State's 
plan, yet fome of them were to be allowed fomething for lofs 
of time, although he faid he did not know how. It was not 
snaterial how, for this was admitting there was to be an ex- 
pence for which Parliament h^d not made any provifion. It 
was true that this was but a fmall obje^, but then if Gentle- 
men were determined to adhere to a dry, ftrid, abftradk prin- 
ciple, the inftance, however trivial, was inconfiftent with that 
principles as much fo as if the whole eip^nce of government 
was involved in it. 

The diftin€lions of the Noble Lord (Wjcombe) all went, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, to the mode of exe- 
cuting the meafure, but not to the true conftitutional point; 
for while he reprobated the fubfcribing for an army, he ap- 
proved of raifing fubfcrtptions for ihips, gave a number of 
cafes which had been already mentioned in point by his Learned 
Friend (the Attorney General), and had added his contri- 
bution alfo, by dating an additional inftance of the fubfcrip- 
tion for encountering the Spaniih Armada i for which laft in- 
ftance of his favour he begged the NoUe Ix>rd would accept 
bis thanks : But while he conceived fo much to be due to the 
Noble Lord's politencfs, he thought it was equally dye to 
truth to fay, that although the Noble Lord had faid, that an 
augnientation of the navy could hot hurt or endanger the con-> 
ftitution, an augmentation of the army might. The Noble 
Lord's diflinftion between fubfcribing for an navy and for 
an army was downright fubtlety, mere fallacious cafulftry, too 
flimGIy and flightly covered, to efcape deteftion even from the 
weakeft fight. " For, firft, (faid he,) he ftatcs, that all vo- 
luntary contributions are illegal; yet admits that for a navy 
they would be juftifiable : Here, then, ends the great abftraA 
principle. But then the fubfcription, not illegal fer/fy is vi- 
tiated by its being for tf« artny\ this is dircftly confounding, 
the end with the means \ that is to fay, the endy not the means^ 
vitiated the meafure: For if it was true that a fubfcription 
could not at all be taken, nor any money levied but by the 
dired order of Parliangteqt, it could be no more done for one 
branch of the public fervice than for the other. In the next 
breath the Noble Lord contends, that the cafe in 1794 wa« 
adverfc to the laws and ccnftitution: While that in 1782 is 
perfe£kly legal, becaufe the fame means (voluntary contribu- 
tions) were not purfued, though the end was the fame; namely, 
to raife an ^rroy 2 An4 thus the fimple fa£l of iaifing an army 

. in 
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in 1794 is to be the deftru£);ion of that conftitutioiKf and the 
ruin of the nobleil fabric which the wifdom of man has evet 
raifed ; but, in 1782, was fo laudable, fo legal, and to confti* 
tutional, as to be held up in contrail to the mitchiefs now 
threatened. Whatever p')pul;.r opinions might lead fome 
perfons to form more fayourable ideas of one than of tha 
other; the truth indeed was, that there was not in thehiftory 
of this country to be found a war in which the privilege of 
fubfcribing to the afliftance of Government againft tlieenemjr^ 
had not been enjoved by the people of this country, and in 
the ccurfe of which there were not to be found anfwers to all 
the obje£iions that had been darted to the prefent meafure." 

Having ftated the fallacy and abfurdity of this mode of 
reafoning, he proceeded to ftew, that though the Earl of SheW 
bume's Circular Letter was alledged by Gentlemen to hjive 
excluded all idea of fubfcription, it was not fo underltood 
through the country. The county of Suflex, which had, bf 
public fubfcription, raifed and fuppprted a large military force 
in 17799 X780, and I78i» immediately on receiving that iet« 
ter, and thinking it to imply a defire of fubfcription, fet oa 
foot contributions in confequence of it } and a£lually raifed 
and grafted on their former eftabiifhment^ no lefs than three 
additional coinpanies. Here then^ he faid, was, according to 
the principles maintained by tlie very Gentlemen zt that time 
in power, a manifcil violation of the conllitution. Why did 
they not then refill it ? Why not make it a fubjeft of Parlia- 
mentary inveftigation ? And what, he demanded to know, was 
fo properly an obje^ of their jealoufy, as an illegal and uiw* 
conflitutional adh committed on the footing and authority of 
their own letter r They (hould h^ve ftcpt forward, and faved 
their country from the impi^nding ruin, .But did thev <h> 
fo ?— No ! They knew that the meafure was legal, conftitu- 
tional, and falutary; though, unfortunately for die credit o£ 
their politics, their fentiments changed with their fituations^ 
and they now thought it illegal, uncpnftitutional, and mif« 
^hievousM 

He next proceeded to (hew, that, taking them in a lega) 
point of view, voluntary contributions were equally juf^ifiable | 
and he eftabli(hed it by a variety of the moft hiduhitable au^ 
thorities. In the year 1746,. he faid, it was called into queCi 
tion, and decided unequivocally by Lord Hardwicke. Oa 
that occafion many great men raifed regiments at their own 
expence : And he wiflied to know who that man was that 
would be fo regardlefs of reputation as to fay> that great men 
might legally, and with fafety to the conititutiou; fubfcxibe^ 
and that 3 or 400 yeomen ihould not I 

Pentlc* 
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Crentlemen had faid, chat if contributions were purely fpon- 
tanecms, thpy were legal ; but if made on the foiicitation of 
Governaaontf not to. To the fpirit and principle of this dif- 
tin£kion he avowed that he would never aflent : But» taking 
for granted that it was fo, no fldll or ingenuitv could refcue 
the cafe of 1782 from coming under that anathema ; for he 
would maintain that the letter of the Secretary, and the plans 
inclofed in it, contained in them a foiicitation which in 1 794 
would be called a mandate. 

He entered into a fummary animadverfion on all the pre- 
cedents, fince the Revolution down to the year 1778, which 
had been quoted by the Attorney General on a former occa- 
6on ; and maintained they were decifive of the queftion. 

He reminded the Houie, that in the year I7^9> the city of 
London entered into large fubfcriptions. The county of 
Hants, by a fubfcription, of which he had then a lift in his 
pofleffion, raifed 800 men. The minifters of that day return- 
ed thanks, in the King's name, to the city fois their contribu- 
tions ; and he put it to the fenfe and candour of the Houfe to 
decide, whether the very aft of returning thanks was not as 
ftrong a fuggeftion to otner parts to do the fame, as any fpecific 
invitation nom minifters could have been ? 

One of the innumerable inftances in which contributions 
had been folicited, that in 1778, he fsud, was the only one 
that met with oppofition, though, in the whole of that war, • 
it was pra£lifed at various periods, and divers places. He had 
for many reafons great refpeft for the illuftrious charafters 
(Lord Camden, Mr. Burke, and others) who gave their opi- 
nions on that fubjcA, againft the legality of fubfcripribns ; 
but with all the efteem he had for them, he could not help ob- 
ferving that no man who had obferved upoii human nature^ 
n>uld fail to fee that in the moft enlightened minds there 
was a bias, which on certain occafions, and under certain cir- 
cumftances, operated upon the judgment, and fometimes led 
it to miftake the means for the end ; and men, in deciding upon 
principle, even were fubjeft to this abufe of the undcrftand- 
ingi this, with all the due deference for the great charaders 
he alluded to, appeared to him to have been the cafe with 
them, in the difcuffion of the fubjeft, in the year 1778 : They 
were then deciding on a queftion, implicating the American 
vrar— a war againft the principle of which they had often 
protefted, and therefore they thought they fupported the prin- 
ciple they fo virtuoufly maintained by deciding againft the 
meafurethen propofed, and, without knowing it, confounded 
the means with the end. In this view did it appear to Parlia- 
m^ti which determined againft the opinion of tbefe great 

men. 
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men. But^ fuppofiog the oppofitioa had fucccedcd then, it 
would not go to vitiate the prefent meafure \ it being, of all ^ 
other cafes, the lead analogous to it ; for the fubfcription of "^ 
that day was to Im applied to fuch purpofes as the King flbould 
think proper to diredl, whereas that at prefent propofed was 
to be applied by Parliament ta a particular obje£l. Since thai 
period, viz. in 1779, 1780, and 1781, many inftances had 00-. > 
curred of a fimilar kind \ and he maintained, that it was. pre-!" ' 
fumption amounting to proof, that the acquiefcence ot^the 
Houfe in ali thofe inftances up to 178a, notwithftanding the 
agitation of the qucftion in 1778, arofe from a conTt£^ion ot 
the legality and. ufefulnefs of the meafure. And to confirm 
the Houfe in the pofitions he had laid down, he faid he would 
mention, that the King's Speech in 1782 referred to the fub« 
fcriptions, and particularly to an ofier of a man of war by a 
refpeAable individual, now a Noble Lord (Lord Lonfdale). 
Immediat):ly after that, there appears on the Records an entry 
qi a motion by Alderman Wilkes, to prevent contributions ; 
and, notwithftanding all thofe circumftances, the addrefs of 
the Houfe of Commons on that (peech pafled nemine contra^ 
dicente'-^% pretty clear proof that Parliament at that day did 
not behold with fo much terror, as was now expreflcd, the 
idea of fubfcriptions. 

Gentlemen, he (aid, talked loudlv of liberty, while they 
feemed to be moft willing to encroacn on it when it anfwered ' 
their own purpofes. He knew that a portion of individual 
liberty vras often neceflarily facrificed for the general good \ 
but it muft be in cafes where the eeneral evil would be greater- 
than the individuaL In the prelent cafe, the firft liberty of 
the fubje£l, the right of difpofing of his own- property, was 
attempted to be torn from him ; while the general good 
would be promoted by the free exercife of that right, and tho 
unieftrained enjoyment of that liberty. He laid it down as a^ 
maxim in the law and conftitution of England, that every maix 
had a right to apply any part of his property he pleafed for 
any le^al purpofe, unlefs exprefsly prohibited by ftatute } and 
maintamed there was not in the whole of our ftatute book one 
prohibition with regard to fubfcriptions in carrying on war« 
The Bill of Rights, he faid, had no more application to this, 
fubjedi, than any other in the ftatute bode } and having faid 
this, he difdaimcd all intention of fpeaking with difrefpe£l of 
that great and juftly revered law \ he disclaimed all idea of 
offering any difrefpetl to any Gentleman who might quote k» 
He thought! bov^ver, it had been mifapplied. 

He 
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Ktc adverted to the fcvcral ftatntes againft Benevofencesy anrf 
Ihcwcd, to. dcmpaftration, that they were really ftatutes againft 
exa£ttoA8f. The people had been compelled to contribute, 
and Exchequer compulfory procers had ilTued againft them, 
to .exa£l chat which was falfely denominated a free-wilt 
offering. 

On Hie rcafon of the thing, he faid, he (hoald be very" fhort. 
Whujt were the grounds of the alarm which Gentlemen had 
tef^refled i Hiey fatd this plan went to overturn the confti* 
tution^ becaufe it trenched ' on the principles of the conftitu* 
tion, by interfering with the fun^ioos of the Houfe of Com* 
xnon.<$. The whole of that point appeared to him to depend 
en the mere application of terms. It was known that in this 
country no money could be taken from any ihdividi/al with- 
out his confent, but he could only give, it was faid, his confent 
by the colleftive voice of the people in Parliament : That 
the Houfe of Commons were the guardians of the public purfe, 
and it was neccflary that the condu£); of the executive power 
fhould recur ofteuj and be fubjcft tb the rcvifion of that' 
Houfe. He conceived this to be juft for internal police, and 
for external defence, both in time of war and peace, and that 
ilothing (hottld be carried on without that Houfe knowing it, 
and that they were the means of granting to the King the ne- 
ceflary fupply. * That dominion which the commons exclu« 
lively poflelTed over the general wealth of the nation, was a 
wife providon to render tlie executive government dependent 
On Parliament, and by that means indireftly refpoufible for the 
juft difcharge of their ofTice. Would any man tell him that 
the fubfcriptions in qucftion really intmered in an enjentiat 
manner with that principle, or that, in point of faA, thefc fub- 
fcriptions trenched on that conftitutional controul> which the 
Houfe of Commons had over the real and filbftantial fuppKes to 
be given to the executive power, fo as to endanger tlie confti- 
tution itfelf ? The faft was, that, in numberiefs inftances, that 
abftradl right had been often intrenched upon, and yet it never 
tended to raife apprchenfions in any man. li was, indeed, he 
thought, a ftrange, a chimerical mode of fpeaking, to fay, that 
at the moment when every thing in the cii-cuniftances of 
the times tended to pufli people to oppofitc motives of a£lioii, 
they were likely to make the King independent, and that the 
people would confpire for the dellruftion of tliemfetvei, their, 

Eroperty, and their conftitution. The navy and arifty cfta- 
Gflimem^, he obferved, were in ordinary four millione of 
mopey annually; in time of war much more was added} yet^ 
while Gentlemen argued that the fubfcriptions muft be incon« 

fidcrable, 
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fidcrable, and inadequate to any material purpofe, the general 
tenor of their argument led to the fuppofition, that the volun- 
tary contributions poflible to be raifed would be fufficient 
to furnifh, not only the ordinaries^ but the extraordinaries 
alfo, immenfe as they were; a fuppofition fo abfurd^ that 
it (hould ferve to excite pity and laughter rather than any fe- 
rious confideration. 

Cafes which, though extreme, are yet not phyfically impof* 
fible, might be brought forward ad infinitum^ in order to cx- 
tinguifh aH thofe principles of aflion which arife from experi- 
ence and probability. Againft fuch extreme cafes there was 
no giiard but the great improbability of their ever occurring; 
but what power that even imagination could conceive would 
be fafe, if that principle of fufpicion was carried to the extent 
to which art and ingenuity might ftrain it ? Gentlemen might 
find objections on the dry, abftrad, theoretical point, but 
there was no real or probable danger, and this had bieen found 
by the praftice of every war ; and when Gentlemen were dif- 
pofed to infift on the theoretic inconfiftency of a fubfcription 
from individuals, and that of having a reprefentative body for 

granting fupplics, he would refer them to every period of our 
iftory, and then tell them, '* My experience is a good argu- 
ment againft your theory." Indeed it was not by attending to ' 
the dry, ftrift, abftraft principles of a point, that a juft con- 
clufion was to be arrived at in political fubje£ls. They were 
not to be determined by mathematical accuracy. Wifdom 
was to be gained in politics not by any one rigid principle, but 
by examining a number of incidents ; by looking attentively at 
caufes, and refle£ting on .the efFcfts they had produced; by 
comparing a number of events together, and by taking, as it 
were, an average of human afiairs. This was the true way to 
become wife in politics : Not by adopting that falfe philofophy 
which fceks perteftion out of that which is imperfect in its 
nature ; which refers all things to theory, nothing to practice ; 
which reje£t;s experience, and brings the principles of fcience 
to things not capable of receiving them ; which fubftitutes vi- 
fionary hypothefes for the foljd teft of experiment, and be- 
wilders mt human mind in a maze of opinions, when it (hould 
be employed in direfting to aftion; and which would proceed, 
as it were, per faltum^ from the indulgences of theoretical 
fyftems to the execution of them ; but the chafm is wide, in- 
deed, between the prafticc and the imaginary point to which 
thofe alarmifts would carry things: That pedant politician 
who thinks to make a political machine perfect in all its parts^ 
and regular in all its movements, thinks of that which can exiffc 
only in- the imagination ; the various checks and counter- 
Vol. III. L checks. 
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couM be no ground for apprehcnfion, becaufe, if the people 
fufpe£tcd that it might be employed againft their liberties, 
they would not fublcribe j and if they did fubfcribe, the de- 
luded people of France muft fee the falfehood of what their 
rulers were daily telling them, that the Englifh government, 
not the Eneliih nation, were their enemies. He was forry to 
fee, that, tor a confiderable time paft, not the Englifh govern- 
ment, but the EndlQi nation, had been held out as the objcGt 
of abhorrence to the people of France. Suppofing the cafe to 
be otherwift, the rebels of France would fay to the people, 
•* Mark the number of the fubfcribcrs in England ; they arc 
the only pcrfons who are averfe to our principles ; all the reft 
of the flngliih are obvioufly our friends.'* All this arofe from 
the mifchievous diftinftion attempted to be made between the 
rich and the poor ; claffes of men who were tau^^it to believe 
that they had feparate and even oppoliite interefts in fociety, 
while their true interefts were one and the fame. What was 
the common language of the French ? That the.rlch only were 
' their enemies, and all the poor tlieir friends. Would not 
the fubfcriptions inflame this language, and enable tliem to fay, 
** The rich only, and perfons conne£led with Government, 
will contribute to the defence of the country j the reft of the 
people are ready to receive us with open arms." Nay more, 
the meafurc would not even mark the diftinclion which mi- 
nifters pretended to expeft from it. Many perfons, as zealous 
for the war as minifters themfelves, might oisjeft to a fubfcrip- 
tion, on the recommendation of the Crown, as unconftitu- 
tional; many who, with him, thought the war unneceflary 
and impolitic, would do fo too ; and yet minifters knew that 
both thefe defcriptions of men would be as ready to oppofe a 
foreign invafion vis they would themfelves. In 1778, when 
voluntary fubfcriptions were oppofcd, were not France and 
Spain on the point of declaring war? Was any man fuppofed 
to oppofe them becaufe he wiftied the country to be invaded 
by France ? What Engllfliman did not as much abhor an inva- 
fion of his country by Louis XVI. great as the moderation and 
the virtues of that Monarch were, as by Robefpierre and 
l)anton ? Were Marcus Aurelius to revive from the deadj^ 
who would not fubfcribe^ if neccflary, to oppofe an invafion 
by his arms ? The queftion was not, who was the invader ; the 
refiftance was made to an invafion by a fprcign fc'C. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had enlarged on the impoffibi- 
lity of arriving at perfection ; a pofition of which molt of hi^ 
henrers were probably convinced before. The exertions of hu- 
man creatures were not to attain perfeftion, but to come a$ 
near it as they could. How did this apply? Thofe who 

thought 
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thought with him, contended only, that c.iilinj: for voluntary 
fubfcriplions was a prerogative which the Crown S'\ riot pof- 
fefs ; while thofe who took the other fide faid, tl^e iCir^r muft 
poflefs the prerogative, becaufe human inftitutions c. aid not 
in the nature of. things be pcrfeft. In what refpeft would 
denying this prerogative clog the wheels of Government ! 
Could any inftance be pointed out, in which the country would 
fuffer if fuch a prerogative did not exid ? It wus faid on the 
other hand, a prerogative that can do no good can do no harm. , 
The prerogative in queftton might be efficient for mifchief to 
the country, but never could produce advantage. While no 
danger was apprehended to the conditutlon at home, mens 
confidence in Parliament, for providing adequately for the de- 
fence of the country againft danger from abroad, would make 
them think it unneceflary to be eager in coming forward with 
individual fubfcriptions ; but for purpofes of mifchief, tending 
to fubvert the conftitution, in which many might be intereiled, 
and for which Parliament would not provide, individual fub« 
fcriptions might be large and dangerous. 

Mr. Fox faid, he difdaincd the defence fet up by the Right 
Hon. Gentlemafi for the proceeding in 1782. Rather thai^ 
defend it on fuch grounds, he would frankly own that it was 
inconfiftent with the opinion he had held in 1778. In the 
letter of the Secretary of State on that occafion, he faw no* 
thing analogous to the requeft for private fubfcriptions. It 
did not even contain an allufion to any fubfequent application 
to Parliament ; a clear proof that it was not meant to convey 
any requeft for raifing money. If he had been capable of err- 
ing on that occafion, the other Members of the Cabinet, and 
the Marquis of Rockingham, who was at the head of it, a 
man whom, both on account of his public chara£l:er and his 
private worth, he could never mention but with reverence and 
aflFeftion, would not have fuffered it. The meafure now 
adopted was inconfiftent with that of 1782, as was the meafure 
of 1778 5 and thofe who had oppofed the fubfcription of 1778, 
and fupported the prefent, wer? the pcrfons to whom the charge 
of inconfiftency applied. His having fufFered the Addrefs of 
December 1782, in anfwer to a Speech from the Throne, al- 
luding to fubfcriptions entered into after he was out of admi^ 
niitration, to pafs nem. con. was no roafon for faying that he 
approved of thofe fubfcriptions. A Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr- Burke), in terms the moft eloquent and fplcndid, ob- 
jeftcd to almoft every part of that fpeech, and yet fufiercd the 
addrefs to pafs without moving an amendment. The anfwers 
to the letter from the Secretary of State of 1782 he had no 
pieans of feeing, although they were conftantly made the 

ground 
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ground of argument againft him. It was of little con fcqucncc 
to be told, that they were not referred to as proofs of incon- 
fiftency ; lor unlefs he could fay, with fome other Gentlemen, 
that he thought one way at that time, and another way at pre- 
fent, tlie arguments buih upon them could prove nothing but in- 
conliitency. The Right Hon. Gentleman v/ho had refufed to 
produce them for the information of the Houfe, had that day 
offered to (hew as many of them as he could. He regretted that 
the offer was made juft at the time when all difcuflion upon 
them was likely to be at an end. He ihould have thought that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman who warned an officer (Sir James 
Murray) not to give any information to the Houfe, unlcfs 
called for by a vote, W3uld have warned his Learned Friend 
{the Attorney General) ag.iinft producing as matter of argu* 
ment, papers which he could not fuffer to be laid before the 
Houfe as matter of information. 

The attempts made on this occafion to prove him incon- 
fiffent, Mr. Fox declared, were highly flattering : For what 
could be more flattering than to reft the defence of a'meafurc 
almoft entirely on fome opinion that he was fuppofed to havf 
entertained twelve years ago ? In 1782 the whole mcafurc pro- 
ceeded upon a principle in which he and the Noble Lord 
(Shelhurne), then Secretary of State, agreed, however they 
might differ on other points, viz. that the people had a right 
to arm in their own defence, without the orders of Govern- 
ment. On that occafion no man was called upon for money ; 
the cxpence, whatever it might be, cither in rcfpeft to arms 
or time, was tQ be paid by Government. On the prefent, 
money was the only thing aflced for. He undertook not to 
maintiiin the legality of giving (hips to the Crown by Tubfcrip- 
tion, although of thi^t, as a Noble Lord (Wycombe) had truly 
faid, the danger was fmall, becaufc fliips could not be manned 
without money. In the prefent inftance, an army was to be 
levied by the King with money given without the confcnt of 
Parliamci^. If the mcafure of 1782 was fimilar to this,- it 
was ftrangc that thofe-who difa;:proved of the fubfcriptions in 
1778 ihould not have told him of it at tfce time. If it were 
true, as contended for, that the King had the prerogative of 
landing foreign troops, he might get money to pay thofe 
troops by voluntary contributions. The fund would probably 
kit for a very fliort time -, but when the troops were landed, 
•and fo paid for any given time, he fhould be glad to know how 
long the fubfcriptions would be voluntary ? Men who refufed 
to (ubfcribe would then be marked in a vn-y different way from 
that in which it wa.; at prefent fuppofed they would be marked. 
That fuch power could not exill in a free conftitution, it was 

eafy 
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eafy.to maintain in defiance of all the precedents that could be 
quoted. 

Mr. Fox examined the feveral precedents ; arguing to fliew 
that they did not apply ; and obferving, that thofc whp thought 
the degree to which a principle was carried in politics to be 
every thing, ought to fee the neceflity of watching and refift- 
ing the very firft degree from the manner in which things in- 
confidcrable in themfelves were drawn into precedent. An 
invafion by the French, as he had before faid, was equal in all 
poffible cafes. It was a thing which every man maft refill, not 
only with his property but his life ; and what greater peril 
could be dated? No. man could at this time be faid to refufc 
fubfcriptions upon the fame grounds as certain perfons were 
fuppofed to have done in 17.! 5. Then it' might be poflible, 
although he did not know it ra be fo, that fome inciividuals 
might feel themfelves in fuch a fituation, as to think they 
could be bettered by rcftoring the Houfe of Stuart to the 
Throne. Was there a man in that Houfe who could be bet- 
tered by a fuccefsful invafion of the French ? Who, under fuch 
a calamity, could even hope to be fate ? Thofe who were moft 
apt to throw out the inGnuation, did not themfelves believe 
it, becaufe they knew it- to be impoffible. The Right Horn 
Gentleman faid the fubfcriptions weixi Jefirable, inafmuch as 
they wourd draw forth mens opinions. Would he fay, as a 
man of honour, that he believed any perfon who refufid to 
fubfcribe had a French ticket of civifm in his pocket, or held a 
French invafion in Icfs abhorrence than he did himfelf ? Here 
then was a new objeftion, viz, that people might feci them- 
felves forced to fubfcribe under a -menace of the fevereft kind, 
namely, a menace to their reputation as go«d citizens. Under 
all thefe objedlions, and finding it not relied upon as a mea- 
fiire of finance, for the Right Hon. Gentleman had owned 
that he expected little from it, he mud perfift in his op- 
pofition. 

T/?t^ Chancellor of the Exchequer fiid, he had only argued that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman moved no amendment in the ad- 
drefs of December i7i^2, and therefore muft be undcrrtood, 
as not having difiipproved of the fubfcriptions alluded to in 
the fpecch. In proof of this, he read an cxtruiSt from the 
Journals. He had not rcccmmcndcd the prefent meafure as 
tending to mark men, but as tending to give vent to the ge- 
neral voluntary difpofition of the country. He had made no 
diftinclion between the rich and the poor. He had looked at 
large to the fubfcriptions of the onc,^ and theperfonal fcrvica^ 
of the other. 

^ Mr: 
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Mr. Fox faid, the extracts from the Journals proved only 
that thei^ had been fome debate upon the occafion, and that 
he himfelf, in particular, although he'moved no amepdment;^ 
had dated the fame opinion which he maintained at prefent. 

The Sol citor General faid, the oppofition to the meafure 
feemed to him intended only to 'alarm people, as if there 
were fome intention of fubverting the conflitution. The doc- 
trine that the people L-ad a ,right to arm themfelves without 
the authority of Government was the moft dangerous he had 
ever heard. He entered at krge into a defence of voluntary 
fubfcription»j which, he faid> were judified both by law and an» 
cient prafiice. No fubfcription was illegal, unlefs for an ille- 
gal purpofe. If a great majority of the country wiflied to 
change the conflitution, a refolution of Parliament would be* 
no obftacle. The fuppofition of foreign troops being paid by 
voluntary fubfcriptions, was as impoflible as the fuppofition 
that any Member of that Houfe could wifli fuccefs to a French 
invafion. 

Mr, M. A, Taylor rofc, when the Houfe exprcfling an anxi-r 
cty to adjourn, Mr. Taylor faid, he could aflure the Houfe, that 
it was not his intention to detain them long, and therefore Re 
hoped for a patient hearing. He was ftrenuoufly againft all fub- 
fcriptions and levies of money from the fubjcfts, as gifts to the 
Crown, without the fan£lion of Parliament ; and ihe more fo, 
as the fums fo raifed niufl be at the difpofal of Government, and 
applied to any mahner, and for any pufpofc, that the rai- 
nifters of jthe Crown might be inclined to apply them. He no* 
ticed what had been faid by a Right Honourable Gentle • 
man about thofe who had the efficient means, and did not 
fubfcribe, as being what he called marked men. He, for one, 
was noways afraid of any threat of that fort \ and in what- 
ever fenfe he was to be reckoned a marked man, he would 
always do what h^ confidered to be his duty, both in and out 
of that Houfe. On the prefent occafion he would not hefi- 
tate to fay, that he not only would not fubfcribe himfelf, but 
he would advife his conftituents, and all others with whom he 
had any influence, not to fubfcribe, becaufe, by fo doing, he 
knew he was afting up to his duty. When the Right Honour-? 
able Gentleman had faid fo much about efficient means, every 
one muft have reafon to think that he would come forward 
(and he had not fo bad an opinion of that' Right Honourable 
Gentleman as to doubt it) with Tub fcribing the emoluments 
he derived from the Cinque Poifts, and his other domains ia 
<he County of Kent. With regard to what had happened in, 
1782, however it might be thought to apply to fome Gentle- 
men, it certainly could not to thofe who were not in the Houfe 
I at 
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mt the time. He adverted to fome tnfinuations that were 
tbro.wQ out refpe£ling his legal knowledge and abilities \ there 
had been times," he laid, when the fame Right Honourable 
Gentleman had chofen to confult him, and when his opinions 
were found, on the refult, not only to be (Iriflly legal, but 
fuch as he was obliged to come into. He dwelt particularly 
on the Weftminfter fcrutiny. After which he took fome 
notice of a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Windham's) 
oondu£^ and ailments at a county meeting held at Norwich^ 
which went diredly ngainil the legality, as well as the expe-* 
diency and policy, of me meafure. 

The Speaker then put the qucftion, ^ That this Bill be read* 
a third time," which pafied ; after which, 

Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, he rofe to propofe an amrndment 
ftated in a claufe which he held in his hand, and which he 
meant to move by way of -rider. He flattered lumf^lf, he 
could give his reafons for the motion he intended to make^ 
without being liable to any accufation of its tending to renew 
a debate upon a queftion which had already been mlly dif- 
cufied before the Houfe, and decided upon on a former night* 
Xh« legality or illegality of the meafure, was not a qucflion 
that he meant to ftart: The 'legality had been cj^nicci in (ge- 
neral by fome in the former difcuiiion, and by others agreed 
to, and fupported in qualified terms : To gp into the diftinc- 
tions which had arifen from their different arguments, was 
by no means his intention, and therefore he would fay no more 
on that head. He obferved, that in all cafes v/heie money 
was to be levied from the fubje£Vs> for theufe, or at the di& 
pofal, of the Crown, that Houfe had ever been extrcirely 
jealous, and, as experience had (hewn, very properly 4o ; On 
the other fide of the Houfe that night this bad been granted 2 
But thofe Gentlemen faid, though we allow the Commons to 
be the guardians of the people, and the holders of the public 
purfe, and that it is their duty to oppofe every conipulfory 
mode of getting money from the people, yet they have no 
power to prevent the people from giving voluntarily whatevei* 
they pieaicd to government, and to be applied to whatever 
purpofe the Crown might think proper. Tlit5 was a fort of 
argument that he could not liften to with puticncc, or pafs 
over in filcnce : It was fo inconfiftent with every thing that he 
coniidcred to be legal and conftitutioiial, that he faw it in tho 
moSi mifchievous and dangerous point of view. Whc^, he 
would afk^ had a right to grant, by any giftv benevolence, or 
any other name whatever, an aid in money to the Crown 
without the lan£kionof Parliament ? No man. or fet of mv-a, 
of any defcripiioo. could do it conftitutionally and legally. 
VoL.IIL M If 



If the Houfe of Lords were to vote a (um of money to the 
Crown, would that Houfe fuhmk to it ? Cectaunly not. And 
when this jealoufjr was fo well kept up in all. cafes where 
money was to come from the fubjeds to the Crown, betwcea 
that Houfe and another brandi of the Legiflatuce, in whar 
manner could it be legal or proper to raiie money from the 
people otherwife than with the fan&ion of Parliament ? 

The do£lrines that had been held, and diftin£iions made, 
between compulfory and voluntary fubfcriptions« however in* 
genioufiy they nught be put, with liim carried no weigitt what* 
ever, nor ought they to guide the Houfe on lb important » 
queftion. If county meetings, and appealing to the people 
at large, or rather commanding them to fubfcribe, or be 
marked men, was a conditutional meafure, he coafelled him* 
felf particularly ignorant of every thing that was legal or con- 
ftitutional ; and even if the legality could poffibly be defended, 
he never would think that this was a proper time to call upon 
the people in fuch a manner as had been done. He contended 
that all fubfcriptions from individuals, or fociettes^ by what« 
ever name or defcription they were known, for public pur-> 
pofes, and at the difpofal of Government, were illegal ; but* 
in the prcfent inttance, without going into the legality or \U 
legality of the meafure, he confidered the principles upoa 
which it was attempted to be fupported to be perfeflly new,, and 
dangerous in the extreme, both in theory and pra£tice,if adopted* 
He agreed that effe£tual prerogative veiled in the executive 
power, makes a ftrong government ; but the prerogative of th^ 
Crown being perfe£^ly known and defined in the conftitution 
of this country, it vras the bufinefs of that Houfe to watcfar 
equally an improper extenfion of it on the one hand, or any at-* 
tempt to infringe it on the other. He argued from the Bill of 
Rights, tlie illegality of keeping and maintaining any force in 
this country without the fantSlion of Parliament, which ap- 
plied to this cafe, becaufe no money could, by any meai»s, be 
taken from the people legally for that purpofe, except with the 
fanftion of that Houfe, in which the meafmrc muft originate : 
He therefore confidered this as an attempt to eftabliih a fort of 
precedent, which that Houfe never could approve or willingly 
agree to. But, with regard to the fan£lion of Parliament, he 
muft obferve, that even that fan£lion could not make any 
meafure legal which was by exprefs law illegal in ks natures- 
No fanftion of rarliament, therefore, could warrant taking 
money from the fubjeft to be appropriated by the Crown to 
unconftitutional purpofes. If Parliament were tO grant it« 
i^n£tion to fubfcriptions like the preient, he thought it abfo^ 
lately noceflary that a proper account Ihould be. gives ofithe 
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manned and precife objeftis in and to which it was applied. Thd 
country fhould know what particular purpofcs their fubfcrip- 
tioflswereputto; andifthefe purpofcs were anfwcrcd, what 
became of ahy furplus thut might remain ; and not be left iti 
the djrk> without knowing how their money was difpofed 
of, norto what end it was applied. For thefe, and a variety of 
other reafons, which tlie Learned Serjeant ftated and put in the 
ft rongeft' light, he contended that his motion was iriconteftably 
neceffary on every view of the fubjeft, and concluded by mov- 
ing an additional claufe, the purport of which was, "That in- 
dividuals having entered into fubfcriptions to raife money as an 
aid to Government, the fame (hould be paid in to the Receiver 
of the Land Tax in each county, and receipts granted by him 
for the rcfpedHve fum^ received ; that thofe fums (hould be paid 
into the Receiver-General of his Majefty's Exchequer, ^ndfimi-" 
kr'receipts given byhim ;. the udiole to be applied only to fuch 
purpofcs as Mrcre intended' by the fubfcribcrs, under the autho- 
rity of, and particularly fpecified in this Bill. And ifany furplus 
Remained in the hands of the Keceivet-General of the Exchequer, 
to be applied only as Parliament might think proper to dircft.'* 

Thf Mhjler of the Rolls objc6led to the bringing up of the 
elaufe, as equally improper and unneceflaty. He declared his 
opinion to be decidedly in favour of the legality of the mea- 
fufCf and-confiticr6d the fubfcriptions as cxadHy Gmilar to 
boutities offered to fcamen, or for railing men to. particular 
corps, which never had been deemed' illegal. The conduft 
of the city of Londdn, on many occaGons,^ hadl)cen the/ame 
as that of the counties, and never was challenged. He fawno 
ticceflity or propriety in the Exchequer having any thing to do' 
either with the receipt or ifTuing of the monies raifcd. 

M^. Sheridan hidf that he fecondcd the motion, although 
it Was with rcluftance thit he gave his confcnt to any motion 
of the kind. He remained convinced of the illegality of the' 
meafure altogether, and of 'its being an unfit mode for 'the' 
govfernment of the coilntry to refort to forfupplyj but if it' 
was forced upon him, he would prefer undoubtedly that it' 
(hould receive the fanftion of Parliament in the way that the 
clanfe of the Learned Serjeant propofed 'to do it, than that it' 
Ihould fland as a matter of undisputed right. He would not ' 
go'again into the qucftion, which had been difcufled at fo much' 
length) but he mufl take notice of one argument that had been" 
ufed,' and which, in his mind, was weak and childifti to a de- 
gree of imbecility -, it was, that thcfe benevolences were not to 
be objefted to On account of their fmallnefs, and th&fthe argu- 
ments could not apply to themas unconftitutional or dangeraas 
irt the degree to which they could be carried. Nothing'was fo 
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cettaiii, as that principles of this important kind muft be facred^ 
and that they could admit of no degrees. If they once ad-, 
initted the right of the Crown to apply for revenue to the 
people, otheruife than through the channel of that Houfe for 
money, the very firft and moll importrant bond for the main^ 
tenance of their privileges was cancelled. The Houfe knew 
well how jealous they were of the Lords' interference in a 
tifoney bill i they would not fufFer them to alter an iota in a 
Bill which laid even a fine of two-pence on the fubje£k ; and 
yet they were to fuffer this to pafs without check, which thus 
might grow into a mod mifchievous pradice, and become in- 
finitely too great for their future controul. 

Mr. Windham faid, he underftood that allufion had been 
made to him m his abfence, on account of fome fuppofcd in-^ 
confiftency which had been difcovered in his condu£^ at pre* 
fent,. and m the year 1778, It could not be on account of his 
Supporting die prefent, and oppofing the then war, for it waa 
not denied but that a man might, with perfed confiftency, ap» 
prove of one war, and difapprove of another. It muft be 
tome inconfiftency in his language* When this was ftated the 
other night, he was unable to fay with accuracy what had been 
- his language at the meeting in Norfolk in 1778, but he hoped 
he had faid no more than that doubts exifted about the legality 
of private fubfcriptions ; and that perhaps, in the heat of 
debate, he would not anfwer how far an eager defire to carry 
his immediate purpofe - might have hurried him, in the a£* 
fertions that he made ufe of. At prefent it went further than 
hope ; for, by the documenjt which the induftry of Honourable 
Gentlemen had difcovered^ it appeared that nothing could be 
more fubordinate in his confi deration at the time, than the 
argument of the illegality of fuch fubfcription. It. was brought 
in as a fecon^ary idea only, the main argument being the ge-« 
iieral diCapprobation of the war, which it was the obje£l of the 
fubfcripfiion to fupport. There had been objedions made too 
to the defcription of regiments which were to be employed, 
as coming from a part of the country which was not cordially 
"approved of. But he would not fay, that, in the eagemefs of the 
debate, he had not perhaps made ufe of expreffions with in« 
confiderate warmth j if he had done fo, he did not find theni 
even in the document which had been put into his. hands, an4 
which he had, he o^ned, but (lightly perufed. 

Mr. Windham replied to^Mr. Sheridan's argument about the 
facrednefs of principles. It certainly was not weak and im- 
becil to fay, that a principle might be true of the whole^ 
which was not fo of the degree ; on the contrary, it would be 
a propofition founded ox^ the greateft fallacy, to fay, that a 
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Ertnciple, the chara£^er of which, di(lin£l and entire, might 
e dangerous, was nlfo dangerous in its degrees. There were 
few quellions either in politics or philofophy, of which this 
would hold good ; but, on the contrary, he could fliew, by a 
thoufand illuftrations^ the eonverfe of the propofition. Speak- 
ing of a nuifance, for inftance ; a man might bui)d a wall fo 
high as to intercept the light of a window ; but building the 
wall only four feet- high, not reaching the window, could not 
be called a nuifancc in degree. A water rifing two feet, might 
overflow the adjacent country ; but the rifing of the fame 
water fix inches would do no injury, and could not be called a 
proportionate part of the nuifance. So, in like manner, of 
thefe fubfcriptions, it might be reafonably argued, tliac they 
were not unconftitutional on account of their fmallnefs, but 
that, if carried to a great height, they might be fo. This was 
the Honourable Gentleman's argument 00 a former night. 
The revenues of the Eleftorate of ftanovcr were not confidered 
as dangerous, .but thofe of the kingdom of France would have 
been fo : The one was fufFered only on account pf its degree: 
In truth, almoft every thing depended on its minuter diftinc* 
tions. A man might go through the Ten Commandments^ 
and fay, "Tnou ihalt not ftcal ;" **Thou ihalt not commit 
murder ;" and contend that there could be no argument about 
degrees, but that theft was theft, and murder murder j and yet 
the fagacity of the courts of law was almoft wholly converfant 
about the degrees of thefe crimes : Large dtfcretion was given in 
all decifions; and it was condantly an argunrient for ftatefmen, 
philofophers, and lawyers, how much (hould be oftabliflied by 
ruU, and how much be left to difcretion. This was what he 
recommended here : The Houfe would do what they always 
had done. They would not chafe to interfere, till they faw 
veafon from the magnitude of the thing. But why did the 
Houfe, from jealoufy, prevent the other Houfe of Parliament 
evea from interfering, in a money-bill, k> the amount of a 
two«penny fine i Why f but becaufe they had always done it i 
it was their prafbice. It would be as much an innovation, 
not to prevent their interference, as it would be an innovation 
here to interfere. It was the pra£lice to prevent their inter* 
ferinet from the dread, that they would creep on little by little, 
tind that their interference jwould grow into .ufage, i3ut no 
fuch dread had been taken at fubfcriptions ; and the whole 
courfe of Parlian^entary pra£lice for one hundred years was 
in favour of their pafling it over, and the conftitutpn had not 
fuffered, and was in np danger of fuffering. 

Mf^. Shmdany in explanation, faid, that there were funda^f 
mental principle^ of goyprnment and conftitution, which 
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could not be entrenched up6n in any degree, and fuch as their 
anceftors had been careful (liould not be violated. Priftcipiit 
obfta was tlie dodrinfc which in juft jealoufy they had acted 
upon, but which the Right Hon. Gentlcnian, in his deliberate 
reply to a former fpeech, was dcfirous to dcmoiifh. 

Mr. William ^m'ah faid, the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr; 
Windham) would find in the record of his fpeech- in 1778, 
that he had called private fubfcriptrofts for Government un- 
conftitutional. How he could fay that a meafure was uncon- 
ftitutional in 1778 which was conftitutional in 1794, he left 
to the Right Hon. Gentleman's ideas of confiflcncy to deter- 
mine 

Mr, Drake begged to fay a few words in what he confi- 
dered as a minor debate. He wifned to explain why he fhould 
appear in new company. He was for the claufe, becaufe It 
did not tend to throw the flightcft imputation upon Lis Ma- 
jcfty's miniftersf who had received every fupport in this moft 
juft and neceflary war ; a war declared juft, not only by their 
country, but by the filler kingdom, vhich had truly ftjcwn it- 
fclf a filler kingdom, by appioving of the war unanimouity. 
But he chiefly approved of the claufe, becaufe it would remove 
all doubts from mens minds ; would clear the' ground for all 
men to come forward, and would " deliglitfully comprchejkl 
9II the arguments, and all the ideas, and all the wiHies of 
tlie peonic on the fi;bjec!>.'* 

The Chaficeil'T of the Exchequer rofe, folely tb direft a few 
words to the Hon. Gcntkman who fpoke laft. He objeded 
to the claufe, not merely becaufe it tended to throw doubt on 
the legality of the thing itfelf, but tended alfo to embarrafs and 
encnnil'cr the meafure. He had faid that a contribution purely 
voluitury, to be npplied to fervices within the country, where 
the application of it was to be under their own eye, was pcr- 
ft^]y legal, and would call forth all the zeal of the country. 
What did this claufe propofe ? To take it from thbmfeWes, 
and to put it Into the bands of the Crown, to be at thedifpofal 
of l^arliament. As the claufo ftood now, the application was 
to be confined to the purpoi'e of the volunteer corps only ; 
whereas, as it firft ftood, it might be beneficially applied to 
other purpofes ; iuch as the payinerrt of the militia, and the 
new corps of fencibics : So that, independent' of his funda-* 
mental obje^^ion to the cl-.»ufe, he confidcred it as inconve* 
Hient, embarraflihg, and calculated to retard the objc£l. 

• ^/r. G#Yv began with declaring, that he was under fome 
difficulty in refpetl to his vote. He difapprovcd of the men- 
ftiYe in toio j but as he faw that it was to be pcrfiited in, he 
thought it prudent to give to the meafure a parliamentary 
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fanAibn j he would therefore adopt the claufc of the Learned 
Serjeant, as the Icnil objeftionable of the two means of doing 
fo. The Right Hon. Gentleman talked of extending the 
meafure of the fubfcription to other objects. Evrry day they 
were plunging deeper into myftery, innovatioft, and Tiolence. 
Where was all this to tnd ? An Hon. Gentleman had alluded 
to walls and rivers, in order to make nice di(tindion» about 
the degrees of mcafures, and to fay wliei'e alarm ought to be 
taken, and wher€ not. That Gentleman would have found 
the truer way to preferve the high charafter which he once 
polfeffed in the country, had he thought projier to maintain 
confiilency in his language and a£Hons. In defending a fort-* 
refs which was attacked, (hould he not aft the moment whenr 
^fae enemy broke ground, or mud he upon bis principle ftay till 
the works were complete ? PrindpUs ohjla was the true leflbrt 
of wifdom which they had learnt from their anceftors. It was 
not enough for him to be told of former negle6ts of that 
Houfe.' Prectidents did not juftify negligence ; nor did ufurp-' 
ations cftablifti right. It fo happened, however, that them 
was not a finglc precedent to juftify the proceeding. It was 
with confiderable pain that he heard a Right Hon. Gentle^' 
man, like Mr. Windham, treat his opinions fo lightly, as ta 
fay, that he had, perhaps, taken up, with inconfideratc 
warmth, arguments which he could not juftify, for the fake 
of carrying hisobje£l for the moment, and that he (hdtild dor 
this at a folcmn meeting of his county ! What muft bethought 
of a Right Hon. Gentleman afting with fuch levity ? What 
muft he think of himfelf upon refledtion, when he thus chofc 
to fly in contradi£tion, not only to the opinions given at the 
meeting alluded to, but on former queftions in that Houfe ? 
when he argueid for the produftion of papers on the Spanifli 
and Ruilian armaments, and oppofed the concealment *• as 
the beginning of a fyftcm of confidence**— and when he ffcw 
out into his violent philippic againft the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) on account of the jph 
of the Secretary of the Treafury (Mr. Rofe) in the Weftmin- 
fter ele£bion. Was the fmaUnef* of the objeft an arguraenlf 
for his acquiefcence ? No. He had not departed from thd 
opinions and principles of tlie men with whom he had ajfted 
through his life, and he would be more likely to preferve hit 
influence in fociety, if he would ftill remember his former 
doctrines, and fquare his prefent opinions and conduft ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Windham and the Chancellor of the Exchrqtur ex- 
pbiued. 

rhe 
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The Attorntj Gtneral objcAed to the claufei and fai4, tluie. 
he had not propofed the previous quefticn on a former night 
becaUfe he doubted of the legality of the meafur^, but becaufe* 
heobje^d to the motion as an abftT«£lque(lien«. 

Jfr, Fox rofe, he faid, merely to explain the vote he ihould 
give, if called upon to vote at all. He was an advocate for the 
chufe as the leaft of two evils. As the meafure was to be. 
perievered in, he was willing to legalize it, by the infertion of 
this claufe, which, however, he (hould like better, if it did 
declare a doubt of the legality. It ceruinly declared no fuch 
doubt ; and why it was argued fo, he knew not. There were 
certainly no precedents, in point. That of 1746 could not b^ 
called in points as it was a cafe of extreme neceflity. That of 
^78a wasnot a queftion of fubicription,: That of 1778 was 
the moft in point, and he was one of the mod refpe£lable mi* 
nority who declared their fentiments againil that meafure : 
That n^inortty had conferred great and mod eflential benefits 
on the country ; and (turning to Mr. Windham) he faid, it 
was with extreme pain that he fsiw all the a£ls of that mino* 
rity frittered away one by one, and that by perfons who were 
Ae moft inftrumental in concerting and fupporting its mea- 
fures, and the moft intimately conneded with the leading cha- 
ra£lers who compofed it. 

The ipotion for leave to bring up the claufc was then put» 
and negatived without a divifion. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, -/^/nV 8. 

Heard counfel in the cafe of Aglianbv and Lothian. 
. Several Bills were received from tne Commons., among 
Ifrhich wasthe 

VOLUNTEER CORPS BILL. 
, The Bill to authorife the raifmg and arming volunteer corps 
to ferve within tlie kingdom, by fubfcription> being brought . 
up from the Commons* it was read a firit time. 
' The Marquis ofLanfdo^vn faid, that, finding the Bill was to' 
be read a fecond time on Friday the i ith, he would take that 
opportunity of agitating a fubjcft which had accidentally been 
difcufled in his abfence. The letter which, as Secretary of 
State, he had written to the Lord Lieutenants of counties, may-« 
prs and m^gii^rates^ of towns in 1782, had, he underftood, been 
made the ground of debate laft week. Tliat was a cpnftitu^ 
. ' tional 
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tk>iial meafnrfey and the rererfe of the meafure laldjr takea bf 
imaifters. He wouM nrnre therefore for a copy of that Ictbr 
to be laid on the table ; and althoagh he thought; that ktttr 
fuficienc of itfdf to joftif j his condnStf and to prove what he 
aflerted, jet^ for the (ake of the whole tranfadHon combir 
fairly before die Houfey he woidd alfi> more fi»r copies of aU 
the anfweri fent to his letter to be laid on the taUe at the ikne 
tinie. He undeHlood fome two orlhrefe of - tho& anfwers bad 
been read; but in order foUy to iattsfy their Lordflnps onthe 
fubjed, they had beft hare the whole before them. He de^ 
dared he w^ aware that a copy of the circular letter had been 
aiked for in 1 7829 and refnfed. The reafons wiudk dien made 
it neceflary to refufe the letter, no longer exifted. becaufe, at 
it referred to the then ftate of the country, the reafenfor 
withholding it conld not exift at this day. 

72e Eari of C9ventry faid, he was happv to feel himfelf en^ 
abled to) fecond any motion of the Noole Marquis. He 
could do fo that day, without violation to his feelings, as he 
thought the letter and the anfwers ought to be produced, be^ 
caufe he wasfure that the Houfe would then fee that the mea^ 
fore of 1 78a and the prefent were not diftin£Uy difierenti as a 
Noble Earl on a former day had ftated, but fimihur in their 
objea. 

The Marfuis ^fLanpkwn declared, he was glad to find die 
Noble Earl would be his fopporter in his prefent motidh. Ht 
was aiwap happy, as the Noble Earl well knew, to have hini 
for his friend. 

Tbi Earl of Dirby rofe, with a wifli to fet himfelf right in 
the opinion of the Noble Eari and the Houfe. He had not faid 
on a fonner dav that the two meafures, that of 1782 and the 
prefent, were mftinftly different, but that the meafure of 1781 
was ftridiy conititntional, and the prefent Very much the re> 
yerfe. He conceived the grounds upon which the NcMe Mor- 

Sis had moved for the papers to be extreme] v obvious, and 
:h as it appeared to hyn the Houfe could not m juftice refift. 
A kind of attack had been made upon the Noble Marauis ; and* 
in fupport of that attack, certain letters had been produced and 
read. The obieft of the Noble Marquis was to refute that 
charge ; for which purpofe he wiflied to have die whole of 
that correfpondence laid before the Houfe, upon a part of 
which they had been defired to form a judgment. This 
requeft appeared b'him perfedly reafonable : He (houl4 ther^ 
feregive his vote for the produAion of thofe papers« 
, Thi Sari of Caeraarvon faid, the Noble Marquis had not 
Isdd any grounds whatever before the. Houfe, to induce them 
to grant the papers for which he had moved. It did not ap- 
Vo^-.III, N pear 
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MMTto hia tbitt they were it all neceflaiy to enable their Lord^ 
, wp$ to come to a detcrminttson upon the merits of the pre* 
ient Bill I and therefore he (hould gvwc the motion his neg»* 
tive. His Lordlhip animadverted on what had fatieo from 
IiordDcfby. 
. Lord C$iettin faid a few words in explanation. 

JUrdGrmmue faid» the fame reafons that pteYaikd in 1782 
•gainft producing the ktter» prenokd now againft producing 
the anfwers. Re law no objedion to laiying a copy of the 
Ndble Marqins's eircolar letter on the table. 

the Mmnftdi ^ Lmfiuvn maintained the propriety of his 
Tequeft, and appealed to the candour of the Hoafe, wbedier, 
after he had been attacked, it was fsir to refufe him the means 
of defoice. With refpe£k to tHb fappofed fimilarity betweeai 
the two meafures, whenever the qucAion came fully before 
the Hottfe for its difcui&on, he would underuke to j^ove, in 
the moft fatis&Aory manner, that thev were as diffimilar as 
two nmifures could be ; and, as he had before faid, that the 
one was ftri£kly conftitutional, and the other was diredly ' the 
ceverfe. 

The Earlef Lauitritde faid, he had always underftood that 
it was the unqueftionablc right of any perfon accufed, and 
when part of die charge againft him was founded upon any 
paper, that he mi^t call for the whole of that paper, m order 
that he might (hew, from the whole context, that the meaning 
which Jiad been put upon the part produced, was not that 
which fliould fairly be > drawn from the whole. If thjit was a 
principle of juftice, and he could not conceive how it could be 
aooicdj then it was ckar that the Noble Marquis had a right 
to demand tliofe papers upon which his defence was to bo 
founded. Minifters had, upon this occafion, in his opinion, 
s^optod a condu£k as extraordinary as it was impolitic, becaufe 
they wjdre eftablifliing as a principle, that miniibera might refer 
to the papers of their predeceflbrs, or read fo much of them as 
ferved the purpofe of their arguments, and at the fame time 
refufe to produce the copies of the whoW He had always 
underftood, that when minifters came into office, they had a 
right to ufe the papers of their predeceflbrs for their indivi* 
dual information, but that they had no right to produce thofe 
papers publicly., except for the purpofe of public juftice. Mi- 
nifters fiiould DC cautious how they fet an example to future 
minifters to treat them in a fimilar manned. 

TheEarl ofCarljfle faid, the whole appeared to him to be a mis- 
take, arifing from the fuppofition that the Noble Marquis had 
been attacked, whereas the dire^i contrary was the fad; ne^d^ 
denied that the meafure of 1 782 was a right meafure. It had 

not 
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not been made the fubje&of IMkIc on the' Noble Mat4|lii|l» 
but rather of panegyric and corapKment; It had been taked . 
bf hie 'Majefty's minifters as an example $ fo fir, therefotet 
finom oenfuring his condu£l, they.hadgiven.it the flroi^eft 
marks of their approbation, by a£ting upon the fame principles. 
He thought the Noble Marquis 'would find fome difficulty ia 
maintaining; and proving his propofition, th^ the two meafures 
were not in their nature iimilar ; and ftiU mor^ difficulty would 
he find in proving the propriety of the refufal of a Right Hon. 
Gentleman in another place (Mr. Fox J to produce the papera 
iQ lySa^wluIe he endeavoured to fliew tne impropriety of 
(uch a refufal by the nunifters in 1794. 

Tttt Earl rf Derby differed from a Noble Earl who had 
tffAucn in the debate (Earl of Caernarvon), who appeared to 
have mifunderftood him. The Eari contended, that it waa 
obvious that the Noble Marauis had been accufed, becaufe hit 
eondtt^ in the year 178a had been compared with a meafure 
which had been reprobated as utterly irreconcilable with the 
eociftitfltion of the kingdom. 

Th€ Marquis of Lanfdown repeated it, that he had himfeU 
dtonght the circular letter fufficient for hb exculpation 1 but 
ia order to enable their Lordihips to judge fairijS he had 
mored for copies of the whole ot . the suifwers. Thofe who 
accttfed him of not laying before the Houfe any grounds for 
the produAion of the papers in queftion, had torgotten that 
he had declared, that his only motive for not ftating his rea-* 
(bns was, becaufe there was another ({ueftion of great import* 
ance to be difcufled that day, and not becaufe he had no rea« 
firas to offi^r. A Noble Eari behind him (Lord Cariifle) had 
faid, that inftead of being accufed, he was complimented by 
minifters* He declared, lie could not conceive a complinsent 
to be intended, where a dire£^ attack was made. That Nobl« 
Sari had infinitely more knowledge of the world, and much 
greater abilities to apply that knowledge^ than he could pre* 
tend to ;' and to that Noble Lord it might appear^ that a charge 
of inconfiftency, and change of political opimon, was a com« 
pliment ; but he was an old^fafluoncd man, and pofleffing old* 
fafhioned notions, and getting more old«faihioned every ^y ( 
he was not therefoife apt) like the Noble Earl^ to think and aA 
on one principle at one time, fuddenly to abandon it, and 
adopt and ad upon a different principle at another ; in h£k^ 
he was extremely anxious to nuuntain his chara£^er for con* 
fiftency and uniformity of political fentiment. The Marquis 
concluded wiih declarmg, mat he once more left his cafe in 
the breaft of every NM>le Lord, and hoped their candour 

N a would 
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would not prechide him from liic meint of defence^ afttr luv« 
jog been fo fcrioafly aocuftd. 

Lord Auckland faid| he rofe merely to obferve that Acre 
irat no harflinefr in refofing pfeiended documents of jnftifi- 
oation to the Noble Mar^is, when there wasno charge made 
againft him* Why^would the Nobte Marquis prefs the Houfe 
to fmmifli meant o^ defence againft an attack which neither 
had been made nor was meant to be made ? In a word, there 
was no cafe ftated to fopport the motion ; and ereit if a cafe 
had been ftated, he Oiould feel great doubts as to the pmdenee 
or propriety of an indifcrinunate order to lay before Parlia- 
ment and tne Public aU the anfwers to the circular letter** 
The Noble Marquis had avowed, that in 1 782 there might have 
been objedions to . producing £Mno of thofe anfwers ; how 
then did it appear tmit the ihort interral of twelve years, and 
the circun^ances of the prefi^t war, had removed -'diofe ob* 
jeftbns? Seeing a poffible inconvenience^ and no utility in 
acceding to the motion, he muft give a negative to it. 

LordGrenville rofe again and laid, it was true that he had 
Buuntatncd, that die pr^ent meafutie adopted by minMets was 
iimUar to that adopted by the JSfoble Mi^uis in 1782 ; »id he 
was now ready to argue that point with any Noble Lord, bo- 
caufe he was uire the two meafores were enAly and prectfidy 
fimilar : Not^ indeed, in every minute part, but in the princi* 
pk upon which thej were founded. But at the fame time htf 
wiflied not to have it underftood, that miniAers had eked the 
cafe of 1 782 as a cafe upon which they meant to jsiftiff their 

Sfent phn \ but when they brouriit it forward, t^y expeAod 
t all thofe who^had a|;reed in the propriety of die fubficrip- 
tion of 17821 would, upon the fame principle, concur in toe 
prefcnt one. This meafure was founded upon clear,^«Kftin6l9 
eonftitutional principles, and not upon any one precedent in 
particular; therefore it could not be neceflkry to lay befiwe 
the Houfe the papers called for. 

Earl Stanhope faid, it appeared to him to be a hard eafe^ to 
dill a Noble Lidrd'scondud in queftion in his abfenee, and 
when he came, and ftanding boUly on his defence^ challengect 
inquiry, and cadled for documents that would eftablilh the 
truth or falfehood of the charge, refufe him the, means fsi]v£* 
tification. Underftanding however that the Noble Secretary 
of State had no obje&ion to lay a copy of the circttlar letter o»' 
. the table, he would move to divide the queftion, as it confifted 
of two propofitions, and to take, the fenfe of the Houfe on the 
firft^ tiift. the production of the circular tetter, before dieque^ 
tion vras put refpe6iing the copies of the anfwers. ^ 

This 
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TUb inode ^£ proaeeding iiftving ' been agreed to, the qnet 
tton w«s put refpefting the circulpr kcter, and earned tmmm 

Tie Marquis 9Jf Lanfibwn iiioved> as a feparite qtieftioa, 
the fee<md part of the ortginal motioo, viz. *' That an humble 
^ Addrefa be prefented to hia Majcfty* that he be gracioufly 
<( pkafed to ofdcr the Anfwefs to the Lett(^9 containing a 
^ ^ plan of defence, drculated through the countiy in the au« 
^ tumn of 17829 to be laid on the tahk." When the Houfis 
4ivaded» 

CofgtenU 8 

Majority 4& 
PRIvn^BOBi. 
The Order of Ac Day being read, 

> Tie Eari cf LauJerdah moved to have the two (landing or^ 

/ ders* which referred to the manner in which the Speaker was 

toputany qneftion, that might be moved by any individual 

Pe^ of Parliament read. The fame having been done, the Earl 

urged the great importance of the fubjedl, upon which he 

^ meant to ground a motion, as it appeared to him to involvcin 

it eonfiderationa deeply interefting to the freedom of debate, 
«n4 Ae privildges of Parliament. If there ever was a time that 
die Of dm, tile forms, and the privfleges of the Houfe (hould 
be tkrlfkly and pertinacioufly adhered to, the Earl obferved it 

^ iNras the prefent. He had, he faid, antecedently given notice of 

bringing forward a motion, which he would wave for the pre- 
fent, in ordtr to fubftitute one relating to the orders and forms 

'' of ParMamcnt. Their Lordfliips were aware that, when the 

inind was charged with matter' necefFary to elucidate an im- 
portant fubjedl, until it was difmi£fed from the memory, 
the mind was til calculated to receive frefli immeifions on a 
different fubje£^. What at prefent occupied his Lordship's 
attention was a matter to which he wi{hcd he could do that 
juftice which its importance demanded 5 it related, he faid, to 
the matntenance of their privileges againft the encroachments 
Oflfered to the forms of the Houfe. If they were not regularly 
adhered to, it would be found, that there was an end to the free* 
iom of debate. A ftri£t adherence to the eflabliflied orders and 
forms of the Houfe was moft effentially neceffary to the de- 
cency, the juftice, and the dignity of their proceedings, and he 
was ftrenuoufly againft any deviation from thofe rules in any 
cafe J but particularly when there was nothing new or extra- 
ordinary in the proceedings that called for new or extraordi- 
jnry condudl on the part of that Houfe. He contended, that, 
- by 
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by the privileges of that and the other Houie of Pariiaaionty 
every Member had an inherent right to ftate his fentimentSy 
and have his queftion put in the words and ihape which camo 
neareft to his own ideas; upott any fubjecl under difcui&on ; 
and when a motion was made, and to be put for the decifion of 
the Houfe^ he infiited that the Speaker had no right whatever 
to alter the words of it, or mutilate its form in its way from' 
the Mover to the decifion of the Houfe, but was bound to put 
it as it came into his hands from the perfon whp wifhed the 
fenfe of the Houfe to be taken upon it. Were a contrary Une 
of condu£fc to be adopted, freedom of debate, and all the moil 
eflential privileges of that Houfei might by degrees be annihi* 
lated. What gave rife to his motion, was a proceeding which9 
by report he had heard, took place the other day> and which 
had alarmed him exceedingly ; but not being then in the 
Houfe, he meant not to allude to that debate, but merely to 
fpeak to the point of order as to that proceedings whicht if it 
. Lad been as reported to him, he would not hefitate to picQ-^ 
nounce it one of the moft extraordinary,and unprecedented 
that he had ever heard. If the forms of Parliament were opt 
obferved, and their motions were to be altered or garbled ac« 
cording to the fancy of jtny individual, the Public could not 
be a judge of the proce^ings of their Lordfliips* He under- 
ilood on tliat evening, that amotion of his Noble Friend (Lord 
Stanhope) had been read to the Houfe by his LordQiipt and 
handed to the Lord Chancellor, who had taken upon hinnfelf 
to leave out a material part, and merely put the queftion on 
the conclufion fumiparily drawn from the premifes and propo* 
fitions ftated in the preamble. This was fo fingular an events 
and fo novel in its nature, that it was really a circumftanc^ 
which he had i^t words to define. He could not conceivq 
upon what authority any Speaker of that Houfe of Parliament 
could aiTume the liberty of altering a motion, unlefs by way 
of amendment, upon a queftion of amendment regularly fu^ 
mitted CO the confideration of their Lordlhips for previous aptr* 
probation, and adopted by the Houfe. The Speaicer was the 
fervant of the Houijs, its inftrument and its organ, while 
officially addreiling them from the woolfack. What the naiv 
ture of the motion was, certainly was foreign to the fubje£l of 
debate : If it were the moft ablurd and ridiculous tluit human 
fancy could fuggeft, he maintained that it fliould have been 
fubmitted to the Houfe in the precife language of the Mover. 
If the motion was unfit for the Houfe to hear, it could have 
been difpofed of by moving the previous queftion, or in fome 
other way confiftent witli the forms of the Houfe ^ but the 
Houfe had not a right) he infifted, much le& bad any inditi« 

dual 
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dual Peer a right, to alter the conftraAion, or vary the words, 
of the motion. If any Noble Lord, in the heat of debate, 
ihonld be led into warmth of language or offenfive vehemence, 
it might be anfwered, that the Peer ib giving way to his feel- 
ings was liable to be called to order, and be cen lured, if in the 
opinion of the Heufe the occafion appeared to call for cenfure; ^ 
but nothing could warrant a facrifice of the forms of the Houfe ' 
as a puniihment. The credit of the Houfe, or of any aiTem- 
bly, depended on a ftri£l adherence to, its forms; and there- 
fore he muft proteft againft the proceedings of that night, to 
which, in the former part of his fpeech, he had alluded. His 
Lordfhip fiud, that he had looked for precedents to fupport 
his argumenti and he had found fome, which he (hould ftate ; 
bat in doing fo, he (hould quote the Journals of both H oufes 
of Parliament indifcriminately, to prove that, when the Speaker 
of either had taken improper liberties, the circumilance had 
not pafied unnoticed. He referred the Houfe to the cafes of 
1629 and 1677 : In one, the King (Charles the Firft) fent his 
commands to the Speaker of the Commons to adjourn the ' 
Hodfe, and althougn a Member (Sir John Elliot) was on his 
legs* the Speaker (Sir John Finch) faid, *^ that he had a com- 
mand from thd Kang to adjourn, and to put no queftion.*' 
The next Parliament was in 1640; and on its iirft meeting 
the condu£l of the Speaker on the lafli day of the preceding 
Parliament was examined. Sacheverell made the compl.iint, 
and it was aSerted that the King had nothing whatever to do 
with the Speaker ; and one of the Members obferved, that, as 
the Speaker had thought fit to take care of the King, it behoved 
the -Members to take care of themfelves by reproving him for 
his conduA ; the Houfe therefore declared, that the Speaker 
having refufed to put the queftion, as called upon to do at the 
time, was guilty ot a breach of privilege. In the other cafe, that 
of 1677, the Speaker had been complained of for putting quelL 
tiont with partiality, and leaning to one fide more than ano- 
then His Lordfiiip read the fpeech of Sir Thomas Clarges, 
who, in treating on the fubjed, obferved, ^< that the Speaker 
had nfurped more of the attention of the Houfe than any other 
Member, by giving his opinion ; but if that opinion was to 
beconfi«lered as the fenfe of Parliament, and his paiier was to 
fupply them with fentiments, there was an end to the rights 
and privileges of the Houfe ; for the Speaker could mifreprefent 
to the Public the proceedings of its Members, and thus would 
the idea of reprefentation be deftroyed.** The Earl reafoned 
upon thefe precedents, and reminded their Lordfliips that they 
ought to be more particularly jealous of any invafions of their 
prmkges by their Speaker than the Houfe of Commons, for 

this 
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tliis eflentUl reafon : The Speaker of the Ho«fe of Commooa 
wa«. the creature of the Houfe, ck£bd by chemfelyes, and 
£ttm|r in their chair during their wilF and pkafure only ; 
V hereas the Speaker of the Houfe of Lords was appointed bj 
riie Crown» and ought naturally to be confideied as a conftant 
obje£i of jealoufy by the Houfe, with refpe£l to its forms and 
ordei^ He quoted an authorityj which no man would que& 
tioo on fuch a fu6je£l, that of Mr. Speaker Onflow, who had 
cxprefled his opinion of the great importance of Parliamentary^ 
forms in terms too ftrong and decifive to leare a doubt upon 
the point he was maintaining. Upon all thefe grounds, there* 
forc» he thought his Noble Friend had been treated in a mod 
irregular and extraordinary way ; and in order to fhew it the 
more forcibly, he would put the cafe hypothetically. Sup« 
pofing that Im motion had been ever fo bad, fuppofing it to 
haTe been much worfe than he underftood it to have been, ftill 
the Speaker of the Houfe had no right to alter it without an 
appeal to the Houfe« and without having collected their deci* 
fion by comparing thofe who faid Qmtfnt^ with thofe who faid 
Non^ContenU In adverting to the late circumftance, hts Lord- 
Ihip faid, that he had been told that the fenfe of the Houfe 
had been taken by certain figns or looks. To decide by looks 
was certainly a peife£lly new idea. He declared he had never 
before heard of fuch a mode of deciding a queilion in the 
courfe of his Parliamentary life ; nor couid he find a trace of 
it by reading. He kndw not whether a long countenance ex« 
prefTed the previous queftion ; or a frown, a negative ; or a 
fmile, an affirmative. There was much difficulty, he con-* 
ceived, in afcertaining the fentiments of the Houfe bj this new 
mode \ and he confefled that he was not phyGognomtft enough 
to know what con(tru£lion to put on the countenances of 
Members. In his reference to books, he had indeed met with 
one ludicrous inilance in fupport of the mode of decifion fo 
recently adopted for the firil time, and was forry, upon fo (e<* 
rious an occafion, to have recourfc to a fportive authority \ but 
he held in his hand one of the fmaller works of a GentJeman^ 
a Member of the other Houfe of Parliament, well known for 
his genius, his talents, and his wit. He would not mention his 
name, and indeed it was unneceflary,becaufe, when he quoted 
the work, every Noble. Lord would recoUeQ to whom the 
world had been obliged for it. In the comedy called Thi Cft* 
tic^ a great flatefman was introduced, who came upon th^ 
ftage, took his feat, nodded, and looked fignificamly, out faid 
nothing. The author (of a play fuppofed to be in rehearfal) 
being antious to explain and animadvert on the merits of this 
cHarader, which entirely dwelt upon his otfuotenancey defined 
X his 
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his look to be a moft exprcffive mode of declaring, that he put 
the whole Spaniih armada to defiance ; and by tlu^ nod the* 
intrigues of the Court of Spain were defeated. Poffibly, faid 
the Earli it may on the prefent occa£on be aflertedj that, from 
the countenances of Peers on that nieht, it had happily been 
colle£led, that we cpuld put the French to defiance, and that ' 
all their fchemes and intrigues would be defeated. Be this as' 
it might, there was one cafe which he thought would puzzle 
even thefe fupporters of the new mode of colle&ing the fenfe 
of the Hou& by their looks, their geftures, and countenanceSf 
for their Lordflbips muft recollefb there were fuch things as 
proxies, and it (urely would be a little difficult to decide what 
the looks of thofe proxies might be upon a .queftion being put. 
A Noble Vifcount (Lord Sydney), whofe abfence on this ac- 
count he muft particularly regret, could fcarce find any one to 
reprefent thofe marked charaS^rs of vifage, that ftrong expref* 
five eloquence, which the outlines of his phjGognomy muKim- 
prefs upon the firft fight. How, therefore^ were his looks to 
oe gueued at in his abfence ? The Houfe, by adopting fuch a 
line of condu£l, might bring upon itfelf the moft difagreeable 
inconvenience. Having thrown out much irony, ridicule, 
and farcafm, he again became ferious, and eameftlv entreated 
their Lordihips to confider the coniequence of an aoherence to 
the forms of the Houfe. 

With regard to the circumftance which had called forth his 
attention, if it were admitted^ the Clerk at their Lordihips' 
table might fay, that he would not copy a proteft which was 
not conformable. to his own fentiments; for he certainly had 
as much right to take fuch a liberty as the Speaker of the Houfe 
had authority to alter the proportion moved by any of their 
Lordihips. He would, for thefe reafons, he faid, conclude by 
moving, in the words of the ftanding order, *• That any mo- 
" tion propofcd by aiiy Lord of Parliament, and. given to the 
*' Speaker of that Houfe, ought to be put iti the words given 
*' by the Mover, and the queftion of Content or Not^Content 
" decided upon it in that form." 

i^rrf rAx/r/iwt; faid, he was ready to agree with the Noblr 
Earl in moft of the general principles which he had laid down. 
He agreed with the Noble Earl, that the forms of Parliament, 
and the forms of all legal Courts, were eiiential to the dig- 
nity and jufticc of both; and the exercife of the privileges 
of rarliament, he would maintain with the Noble Lord, ought 
to be preferved inviolable. Every Member of Parliament had 
an undoubted right to haVe his motion read by the Speaker in 
the {hape aild words in which fuch Member had himfelf put 
it, excepting only where the Houfe had decided otherwife in 

VoL.Uir • O the 



At tntenml Tbe Noble EarU bU Lordflnp faid» jbad afgueft 
AtwaSrLpl hSi motion ablj and fcnfiblj, and, as he (hoal^ 
naipiiCp to the convKHoa of erenr Noble Lord who had pai^ 
^ttcitfjop^to the ibbjf £t He could eveo ex> with that NoUe 
Xa^M.t)^ fdl extifciit of hU inodoDrConfidettd as a eeneral 
moppBtiqpi 1^ Vat helbre he did JTo, k wa3 oeceflary for him tb 
lay widi^&me exceptkms, becaufe, howtter maintainable the 
s^o^n. was in icfelf, to the narticuhf application* of it there 
were icsceptions. T^^crj NoUe Lord had a right to ffi^ his 
.motion^ and put it in fach words as he pleafed* but under the 
implied and underftood condidony dut he would tako care tcr 
sToid bffisnce to the Hovfe, bj nCng expreffions (fcgrading to 
their dignity, or tuvt)ldng to' Aeir fsefingsr .He ttated ^e 
mfhal Put tamentary fcrms of dUpofinjg of motioas to be ei^et 
hj pronouncing a nq^athrc or an afirmatiTe upon t&em* bf 
aiiiendnienttor oy inonqgthe pxeriousqacftion^oT the queftion 
.of aiigouromenc. VThtnerer a motion was fo drawn as to be 
tftber impoi&ble or unfit to he put, there were difierent modes 
of puttiag afide die modon» or at ieaft the o&enfxTe part of It. 
The regiuar mode wa^bj tnofini^ as foon as it was ftated, or 
before the Lord Oiancellor put it, to taVe down die words 
dial gave ofience^ in the fame manner as was the order ofmo^ 
cee&ig when a part of a Member's fpeech gave oflfence. Therr 
^ a qu^ftion of order arofey which neceflarily taking die prece* 
, ^encyj muft be firft dfi^ied of^ and the ground to be taken 
waS| in what manner ceiifare» and what degree of cenfure, fodi 
..mpflSatceto theHoufe,and fudi a violadon of its dignity 
calM['fGrr> and ought to l^ applied.* But as it frequendy tiap* 
i'penedt dia^ £rom motives ot candour and confideradon, when 
. |i Noble Lord, mighty through iaad\'ertcncy^ or from the acci<* 
dental warnuh othis feeling, have been betrayed into an im- 
proper proceeding, the jextrcme degr^ of fcvcrity was defir* 
able to be avoided : In that cafe the Lord upon the woolfack 
. cither appealed to the Koblr Lord who made the motion, to 
remove the difficulty himftlf, ]}j confendng to relhape his mo- 
don, and take away the obJe£Honable part, or he appealed to 
y die Houle to have their leave to. do it, oy omitting to ftate the 
oiSehfive part of the queftion ) and with their acquiefcence he 
io altered and put tiie motion. His Lordifaip declared,, he 
meant, in wliat he had faid, no reference whatever to the cafe 
tbat occurred on Friday laft. He knew nothing of that cafe, not 
^having been prcfent, and under fuch circumitances he could 
know nothing of it, as he cou!d only fpeak from the Joufnals, 
vhich, as far as he could learn from them, gave upon the face 
of them reafon to fuppofe that the whole of the Noble Earl's 
Wtion, which the Haiife thought proper to receive, had been 

put 
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j»ut from the woolfack. But ezdafi^e of all thiii be CBuIdl 
^i^ot^ without the grofTell irregularity^ refer to what Had paffei 
on a former day ia debate. W ith regard to the ceaend pra^ 
tice of talcing the fenfe of die Houie without putting the qiietr 
tion, and deciding by the Contenij apd ^of-C^ftfMf/, where no 
diflcnt was likely to be figntfiedt hia Lordfliip laid* It waa done 
every day in the ordinary courfe of the buiineft of that Uoofiu 
Nothing could be mQi;c common. ' AhundredandAhufidlt4 
in (lances .couM be -quoted of it* He hadhimfelf done it ie» 
jpe^dlyi and he ftated a cafe, where a Noble Earl flMide s 
motion, part of which fuggefted itfelf to his mind as tOMmpor 
Jto be put. Not wifliing to call down the lorerity of theUoufir 
on toe Noble £arl, he privateljr advifed hira to withdraw the 
oSenfive words. The Noble Earl would not confent^ and t$ 
he ftill wilhed io avoid the extreme cafe of feverityt he toolp 
.three fteps from the woolfack, and; in his mdividual capacitj 
as a Peer of Parliament, appealed to the Reofe for diek per- 
miffion to oi^it fuch part of the jpiodon as /appeared to him tD 
be improper^ The Houfe went with him on the propofition^ 
^nd he then, in his official capacite, put the quefttoa fo altered* 
;on which the Houfe decided. The NcAle Earl had aiguedt 
jthat the privileges of the two Houfes were the iame, and yet 
he had contended 4}pon the ditferenbe between their fitn»» 
^tons ; the Speaker oi the Houfe of Commons being eleded by 
the Members of that Houfey and the Speaker of iSt Houfe o^ 
.t^eers being appointed by the Crown* tt was to. be remeSH 
Ix^d, tint the opeaker ot the JJoufe ofConunons could not 
'fpeak as a Men^^r pf the Houfe, whereas the Lord Chancel* 
lor, as Speaker of their LordQ^ps' Houfe, did not forfeit hia 
right to Ipeak in his individu;d capacity as a Peer. With re* 
j^ard to the tranfa£lion .of Friday, there was one particular fO 
.^hich he owned he entertained fome doubts— 

Lord Derby cried out, Hetu^J beari 

LordThutJow faidt hts doiy^]t>ts went merely to a point of 

ibrm ; and it was, Whether |t was (bri^Uy regular to move for 

the expunging the motion fiom the lourn^s on the fame day 

on which the motion lud been made f Had the queftion been 

, affirmed^ it certainly could not have been regular jto have 

.moved to expunge it the fame day; in the other cafe, though 

.it might not be ftridly in order, it undoubtedly was very im^ 

material As far as he underftood the condua of the Noble. 

and Learned Lord on the woolfack on Fridav^ his proceediag 

had originated m tendemefs to the Nob]e Earl | and he owned 

he iaw not a iingle point of view in which it could be taken 

juft exception at. The motion made by the Noble Earl, his* 

Lordflup laid^ ^^ fuch^ confiderei} as a general propofition, 

O a he 



theroi itf » that bo itill ap^rci4 pf the whole as he had ongi;^ 
ally pat it, but ihat, imitilated as it was, he g|i%'c it lus voice , 
tii4.ac€orciingIv, without Ainhcr oppofition to what he callej 
»n albcrnionot his aiotioD« he^avc it his Yblitary aflent. That 
thia is jtbe jprecire and accurate itatemept, I appeal to all thofe 
who were fxpient | and I aflert that the Noble and Learned 
Lord afted bcfqmis^g his own high charader^^ and ]i>econ)ing 
ihe dignity .and wifdom of tbeHpufe: And if any deviation 
IroBA the ftri^ .^od feveje d^ty of his o%:e could be losputed to 
)ui»» itis»thathc n^hi by fome be (Uppofed to have liftened 
loo much to bk own humanity, by endeavoi^xing to prevent 
tbfi mod oflenfive part of the pa^r fendeied by the Noble 
JUwd Its s inotiofH to beoooic a wikten docujnent viiible on 
joiv pfoeeedii^Sy and thereby compelling the Houfe to take 
notice of kt 9M»d confidci.it as an.iniult to 1% conilitution of 
she country in their prelenee, and calling upon their efie£liye 
TCCentment. The noiife adopted, howevcf, the Leamc^ 
Lord's propofitioQi unaniinoufly : No difTcnting murmur called- 
for a )«Kftion tp b.Q. f^t : The Noble Mover perceived, the dii^ 
pofition aod ^ent of the Houfe, and did i^t que{t>on it 4 he 
did not call upon this Houfe to prptedl his motion from this 
imputed violence i he did not auert that his propoGtipn nimjh 
wijp (if^phf r^cd in the priuciples oj the French Janocracy, as to ff 
»ne, and indlvifible ; (o far from thiS) he pathetically avow^ 
|iil^a(fecl;Qnj' and lung the praifes pf his departed child^ and 
ptpuily. s^tt^nde^) the. remotins toihe grave with ^ (blenm and 
jjbl.itary requiem, 

V The Ncbic Earl who takes the objefikion to-day to the prg- 
cccdings of Friday, grounds it on fevcral propontionsjt namely^ 
ihat every member has a right to put men queftions as }^t 
pleafel, in fuch terms as. he ple^fes ; That thcfe are only fubr 
|e4^ to ipotipns. of amendment t That the Spea|;;er cannot^ pf 
pifi/own difcretioUj^ change or abridge a motion: That thif 
privilege, ijf he pofiefled itt would be more dangerous^ as be 
js jippointcd by the Crown. His appointment bv the Crowx^ 
i:an make no difference \ for he is the orc^an of the Houfe thp 
inoment he is appointed^ axid cannot fpeal( or aft but as they 
.4ire£l him. He is the depolitory of their orders, but not their 
fovereign. I am ready to admit (he full right of the Houfe 
to dirciifs any queftion it may jud^e expedient to the public 
lervicCi and that they have this right without any controul ; 
iiut I do not admit lliat every individual member has the fame 
^ticontrottlablc right ^ if |hey had» it would dellroy the right 
pf the Houfey who would b^ contracted in the exercife of ita 
fiinflions by any one of its own members* The Houfe mufi 
faxf ftttCt^ty p?er its osembasi ^ k co<n|^etent |p preireiu 
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€>r puQi^ any iMprdpef eMduA of ^ htembeY^ Tlic R<mft 
'would not beat Uafphetnj and trea^fbii .TY6m anj" ittetnbe(| kl 
^ flia]^e of ^ motiocK u the Hoiife has a dlfcretidn in tMft 
Extreme eafcay thtj muft, flrqpi a f/Snity of rcalbning, have It 
ihall tfie ftag;e8, mm dicfe extrevnes down Co m mnolttft 
iidfniftble propofiticm* If a\iy aMbhit^ Yfght can belong to mf 
{ndmdtt'al nlelHber, it muft be fuch as) &ing founded on the 
<1eareft principlea of confMon fen(e, cannot fltlto cafff the 
Mo^re afong withft 9 fuch as, that erery motk>n to which hett » 
called to •Mot or diflent, fliould be fo >^orded) iS to adiAtf of 
an atfeot of Aegative. Hence it cannot but be the tight of 
^ery indiirid«al fohaipe^enr rcfoltition which inirolvest^o 
diftioA propodtioite (to one of whidi an affirmative tetsif b^ 
|nven, and to the other a negative) divided into two refolo-- 
iiohs, widiotit irliich he call git^ neidier an aflent nor diffcnt^ 
unlefif he contradicts Ins own o^nion in one or othef ofthe 
'propofitipns. If the mofet fhould rcfufe to have his motion for 
divided^ it is the duty of &e Speaker to do lb, as it was of old 
his duty to frame and (hajfe the cjueftioAftom the debate, and 
to draw fnom the tenor of the dtfcai&on the poItTt at itTue (fnb* 
fe£t always to corrc£tion from the Houfe),in order to bring it 
fairly aM neatly to the deelOoa ofthe Houfe. For the fame 
l^afon (wfddi applies direAly to the motion of the NoMe Sari 
on Friday% wbeifeter a refolutioti is prefaced by a variety of ar- 
guments as the foundauon ofthe propofition,no man wholhinks 
the propofition fliould be affirmed for feme, and not fbt all of 
Ae arguments, can give his vote at all ; unlefs the retblutionh 
Is {eparated from the argument^ which ferved as a preamble. 
The arguments attached, incumber the refolution, and Atdtof 
•ach other'^s ttk&j and embarrafs the tight of votings Se» 
farated, each anrgument may have its full Parliamentary ope» 
ration on thenrinds of diflerent perfons, to letid thenf to affirm 
die refotoion, which thwf gaincxi force by the lofs of it| pre^ 
tmble^ Eve«y member therefore has a rights in a motipny 
fuch as tlic Noble Lord^s (where variety of reafons arc attached 
to a fingle refdimon as of its efleiice)^ to have them omitted^ 
for they are incapable of being put fcparatcly, from their form 
and (hape, as reafons. The iffotion, when made^is the motioft 
of the Houfey and if the original propofer (hould not agree to 
die omiffion of tlie reafons annexed^ the Houfe would do it of 
its owti authority. The Noble Earl's motion therefore ^'as in« 
formal, an^ could not ftridtly be propofed to the Houfe m thaf 
fhape for decifion j fuch a form of mot ton can nc\xi be ad- 
initted but through inattention. The conftruflion of the 
motion wa» itfelf a fufflcicnt objeflion, and the Learti)?d Lord 
would hafve done no more than his duty, if he hzfi, on this 

account 
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accoont alone, declined reading a part of the Noble EarFs 
fpeech inferted in the fame paper with the motion, .and only 
read that^part, which alone was cap^le of a decifion. or could 
be put to the Houfe for their judgment or deciGon : But the 
Learned Lord was influenced by a (till more weighty confide* 
s^ion ; for he perceived that the dignity of the Houfe was 
compromifed on receiving an informal preamble, which was in 
its fub(^aoce ofTenfive i and in performing that which his 
duty required, he confulted the dignity of the Houfe, with no 
unfriendly attention to the fituation in ^hich the indifcrect 
language of the preamble might have placed the Noble Earl, 
had the whole motion made part of the proceedings of the 
Houfe, by being taken down by the Clerk as the propoiition 
of the Noble Earl. 

^* There never was certainly a proceeding more regular, and 
as certainly to the honour and credit of the Learned Lord ; and 
nothing, I am perfuaded, could have induced the Noble Earl 
who has made it the fubje^ of this day's /:onverfation to bring 
forward this difcuffion, but the total ignorance of every thing 
which paflTed. The motion of adjpurnment is therefore the 
proper mode of difpofing of the prefent motion." 

TJI}e £arl of Car/i/le doubted, whether the previous queftion 
was the moft corredt mode of getting rid of the motion before 
the Ijoufe ; becaufe, in general, a previous queftion applies to 
a propofition, the truth of which is not fo much controverted, 
as the qeceifity or propriety of examining it at the mo.n;ient. 
t^'owy as a doubt arofe in his mind, not upon the propriety or 
xieceiTity of coming to any rcfolution upon the fubje£t pro« 
pofed (ior he was clear that nothing had occurred to make any 
refolution neceflury or expedient), but upon the propofuion 
itfclf, whether it was ftri£ily true in every part, he therefore 
fubmittcd ta theJioufe, whether the motion for adjournment 
Vrould not be that which the Houfe ought to accept. 

If that had happened, which his Lordihip thought likely to 
have occurred, viz. either a dire£t or an implied cenfure upon 
the conduct of the Noble Lord on the woolfack, he fliould not 
have done his Learned Friend the injury of undertaking his 
defence. To hands better qualified to hold up the fliield of 
real prote£l:ion againft fuch attacks, he ihould have refigned all 
claim of aflerting the re£titude of the conduct of his Noble 
Friend. But, finding that the cenfure of the Mover of this. 
queilion is not levelled at the Speaker of this Aflembly, but is 
Slimed at the Houfe itfelf, and being one of thofe wno is to 
bear a portion of that corredion, which a Member, not prefent 
at the former debate, thinks, from report and rumour, it is 
meet ihcy ihould all endure, he deemed it abfolutely neceifary 
IQ lUte what really happened on the other day. 

z A Nobl^ 
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.A NoUe Lozxl (Lord Stanhope) coin^es down with a pre- . 
amKle to a motion of fuch prepofterous length, as to fee at de- 
fiance the ftrongeft memory to retain the twentieth part of it. 
I£ this were not fufficiently objeftionabic, it was loaded with 
matter of a nature that created the greated uneafinefs and dif- 
guft, during the delivery of it. Wnen it became the duty of 
the Speaker of the Houfe to put the queftion upon it, he 
craved the permiifion of the Houfe to fpare himfelf the pain 
cif repeating that, which, having been once uttered, was uttered 
once top often. This prayer was confented to by a general 
cry of acquiefcent approbation of the whole Houfe; and, from 
the' ignorance of this circumftance, much ridicule has been 
attempted, to (hew the abfurdity of collefting the opinions of « 
Peers by looks, by fmiles, and frowns; and by decyphering 
the^r meanings by their countenances. For this purpole, a ce- 
lebrated character in the Criticy of* a minifter who fays no- 
thing, but thinks and looks every thmg, was introduced. But 
if any thing dramatic could apply to the prefent cafe, it would 
be more properly when the audience rife, with one general 
feeling of refentment and indignation, and declare they will 
not fuffer their cars to be any longer abufed with the ftuff 
which has been produced tp them. This refolutioti, in that 
place, is commonly exprefled by an unanimous hifs. In this, 
the fame fentimenc feemed to be exprefled, though in a difFcr- 
enc mode, but fo di(lin£l a one, as in a manner to make it 
mandatory to the Learned Lord to curtail the motion, he 
otherwife had been obliged to repeat. 

Lord Carlifle faid, it little became him to vindicate the una- 
nimous proceeding of the whole Houfe. It was, in hi$ opi- 
nion, what the Houfe did, in various initanees, every day, and 
that the Speaker thus, in various inftances, colIe£):ed the fenfe 
of the Houfe. Thefc were his fentiments. Perhaps he 
ihould hear, as he had heard from a Noble Marquis (Lord 
Lanfdown), that living in the world made it eafy to cnange 
one's opinions ; that living out of it inclined men not to be fo 
facile upon that point. He profefTed he (hould retain thefe 
opinions, even though it (liould be his lot to be condemned to 
the hcrmitical folitude of a vaft palace in the, centre of this 
gay metropolis ; or feek^ like a man of the ivoods^ a retreat to 
hide himfelf from the eyes of mankind, in a fplendid country 
feat, and in a populous neighbourhood. 

Lord Stanhope faid, he would not go into length of difcuf^^ 
fioD, but would fpeak in as diftin£l terms as poifible. Front 
what had fallen from different Noble Lords, he was parti- 
cularly called upon to explain, and give to thofe, wjk) did him 

Vol. IIL P th« 
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the honour of fupporting his la^ rcfolutions, every informa- 
tion in his power. A Noble Lord htid talked a great deal of 
the preamble, and the rcfolution, urging that one was a coh- 
tradiftion to the other, and confequently muft be divided, be- 
fore the Contents and Non-contents could be taken. Earl 
Stanhope thought he had a right to complain of Angular hard 
treatment: The accufatioi;i againft K\m was pcrfifted in, while 
thofe who urged it, had deprived him of all means of defence. 
Ilewifhed he had the Journals to refer to, at any price, he 
cared not what, being ready to face any perfonal punifhrneiit 
the Houfe could enforce upon him for having made the quef- - 
tion. fo that it flood on the Journals, capable of being there 
turned to as a matter of reference. He declared he never 
was afraid of rifquing himfclf, while confcious of doing his 
duty, and ferving the Public. He had however to lament that 
he was rendered incapable of juftifying his condutt by the 
extraordinary proceeding of Friday laft. He infifted upon 
i% that the introductory part of his motion, though treated as 
hidcousy if duly confidered, would be found to be not at all 
objeGionable, It was compofed and made up of fentences, 
each of which he could undertake to prove had been brought 
forward in Parliament either in the (hapc of motions, rcfo- 
lutions, or fpeeches of members again and again. This hh- 
deous part of the motion had been got rid of in an extraor- 
dinary manner, and then the unobjeftionable part, in refpeft 
to form and order, had been expunged from the Journals. 
How irreconcileabic was this proceeding to common fenfc ! 
When he looked to the Journals, to fee what had pafied on 
Friday in confequence of the XiOrds being fummoned, he found 
a large blank. How then could he juftify himfelf ? He would 
remind the Houfe of the fafts, not by referring to a former 
debate, which would be irregular, but by putting an hypo- 
thetical cafe. Suppofe, no matter whether ten years, or a year 
ago, a Spcak^er of that Houfe, or a Noble Lord on the wool- 
fack, (hould, in a fit of paflfion, have torn a motion in pieceSf 
and trampled it under his feet without putting it at all ; what 
would have been the fenfc of the Houfe on the occafion ? Sup- 
jpofe another Speaker had thought proper to leave out the at- 
guments ftated as the prehiifes, from which, by way of co^ 
rollary, the refolution was drawn, and put the quedion on the 
conclufive words only ; what idfca could be formed of fuch 
conduft ? His Lordmip argued upon thefe points with great 
vehemence for fome time, and then repeated what he had faid 
on a former occafion, nnz, that when he found any matter he 
wifhed to urge difslgreeable to the Houfe, he wotild forego it.- 
He could, he faid, agree with the Noble and Learned Lord 

who 



A>ft» S.] WOpDFALL*S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 107 

who fpol^e fecond in debate, in all his points ; in the main ar- 
gument, he admitted the juftnefs-of the Noble and Learned 
Lord's reafoning. With regard to the mode of colleding the 
fenfe of the Houfe by the looh of their LordHiips, he declared 
it to be the moft new and extraordinary proceeding ever prac- 
tifed within thofe walls. He had fallen a facrifice to the no- 
velty of the cafe,, for it was evident that his motion had been 
grunted out of countenance. His Lordihip animadverted in 
terms of feverity and acrimony, on the proceeding, as moft 
extraordinary and altogether unprecedented. If he was wrong 
in this afiertion, the Houfe had the happinefs to have a Noble 
Lord prcfent, who had been Speaker of the other Houfe, and 
who from official experience could correft him and fet him 
jight. His own opinion was, that, had a Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons a£ted in the manner of which he complained, 
J)C would have had his wig pulled over his ears ^ and his go^'n 
Jlrifped off his Jhoulders , 

Lord Grenville fiiid, he had been led to hope, from the hint 
which the Noble Earl acknowledged to have received from the 
Houfe, and from y^h^t had pafled on the lad day that the fub« 
|e£t was under difcuflion, diat he would have apologifed for 
having otfeudpd tlieir feelings and infulted their underftand- 
ing, inilead of difgracing nimfclf with a repetition of the 
fame oiFenfive declamation. After the very able and diftinA 
maoner in- which the Noble and Learned Lord TThurlow) 
had fpoken upon this point, it was unneceflary for him to fay 
much upoii the fubje£k. The Noble and Learned Lord ap- 
peared to him to have viewed it comprehenfively, and not only * 
to have treated it witlx candour, but with kindnefs to the Noble 
£ail» who> he was forry to fee, was not ready to return the 
fmalleft acknowledgment for the tendernefs that had been 
fhewn him. The Noble . Earl had thought proper to appeal 
to him, in confeijuence of his having had the honour to be 
ele£led to the higheft ftation, which a Commoner could fill in 
this country, vizn the chair of the Houfe of Commons, and 
to alk, whether he would concur with the Noble Earl in the 
ailertion, that the putting a qucftion in other words than 
thofe in which it was originally drawn, was not a proceeding 
altogether new and unprecedented. So far from concurring 
with the Noble Earl in this aiTertion, he would tell the 
Noble Lord that it was neither new nor unprecedented, and 
that nothing could be more common, than when a motion 
ftruck the Speaker as incorreft in point of form, inadequate 
to its obje£b, or contrary to fome (landing order, for him to 
ftate his reafons to the Houfe for not putting it in the words 
in whkb -it had' been handed to liim, and tofuggcft an altera- 

P a tion. 



168 WOODFALL'S PARUAMENtAKY REPORTS. [Uiii. 

tion, which alteration the Houfe adopted, Without going 
throagh the form of taking a queftion upon the aheration by 
motion of amendment. That fuch was the praftice elfcwhere, 
every one of their Lordfhips who had experienced the ad- 
vantage of a feat in the Houfe of Commons before they were 
called up to that Houfe, by death, by writ, or patent, muft be 
well aware. In regard to the motion then before the Houfe, 
if he thought it was either meant to convey, or that it tended 
to convey, a cenfure on his Noble and Learned Yricnd on the 
woolfack, he would have moved an amendment, to give the 
thainks of the Houfe to the Learned Lord, for his very able, 
juft, and manly conduft on that occafion. As this, however, 
appeared fufficiently to be the fenfe of the Houfe, and the 
motion could not be faid to apply to that tranfa6^ion, he 
would content himfelf with moving, «* That the Houfe do 
•• adjourn.** 

The Marquis of Lanfdoivn aj^reed completely with the 
Noble and Learned Lord (Lord Thurlow), who had with fo 
much clearhefs laid down the rules of order and form. He 
heartily wiftied the Houfe had ftopped there, and fuffered the 
debate to end. The Marquis faid he was in the Houfe, when 
the Noble Earl began his fpeech, but he left it, feeling that 
the temper of the Houfe was unfit for bearing arguments Oa 
the ferious grounds of the queftion. He could not therefore 
be a wirncfs of the indecent fcene that followed. With irgard 
to the Noble Earrs motion, it was mlf under ft ood, in confc- 
qucncc of the Houfe having fuffered itfelf to be hurried away 
by its intemperance, and thence led haftily to draw conciafions, 
that the words of the introduftory matter of the motion did 
not warrant. Stripped of the ftrong and violent exprcflion^, to 
which the Noble Earl well knew, from frequent private commu- 
nication of fentiments, that Ke was altogether averfe, and a few 
ofFenfive epithets, the preamble oT the motion, he verily believed, 
r might, as the Noble Earl had faid, be found and traced in all its 
parts, in motions, refolutions of the Houfe, or uncomplained 
of Parliamentary fpeechcs. The Marquis faid, he would take 
that opportunity of cautioning miniftcrs againft intemperance. 
It always led to mifchief, never to any good. It ferved to 
fmother the fire for the prefent, but it left the embers ftill 
' alive, which Ulmoft always broke out again, and generally at 
a more unlucky^moment. He compared it to the cafe of the 
recent attacks on the prefs, which he ftated to be moft impo- 
litic and mifchicvous. Perfecution rather incrcafed than al- 
layed popular prejudice, and in the cafe in queftion,. led to 
convert public aflemblies of men of known charaftcr, and 
^wh'o avowedly met on public grounds, into private and fccret 

meetings. 
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'flfteetings. He po&ntcd out the dangerous confequcnce of fudi 
-meetings, and faid, the efFe£k to be dreaded from them was 
bejrond defcriptton. Refuminfr his juftification of the Nobk 
Ear], he declared, that to all who were accudomed to read, and 
who underftood the valuable volume from which the Noble 
Earl had quoted fome verfes of a chapter lad Friday, it muft 
appear, that in the Book of Samuel, and the proper application 
of what was there faid of Kings, there was much of folid 
wifdom and ufeful information. With regard to the Noble 

• Earl himfelf, furely, when the charatSter of his anceftors was 
recollcdted, no man would deny that- every pofTible refpett 
was due to him. Anceftors fo far famed for virtue, integrity, 
talents, and all excellent qualities, few of their Lordfhips 
could boaft of, and the prefent Earl was in every point of view 
an adequate reprefentative of his family. The Marquis con- 
cluded with declaring, that he would not enter into the quef- 
tion, becaufe he left the Houfe fo early, andbecaufe the Noble 
and Lparned Lord who had fpoken lecond in the debate, had 
put the point at iifue on fuch clear grounds ; he concur- 
red with the- Noble and Learned Lord in opinion, that it 
was better to let the matter reft where it was, and therefore 
he (hould vote for tlie previous queftion. 

The Eari of Mansfield began with Hating that their Lord- 
fhips might be aiTured that he would not keep them long. He 

• faid, he did not mean to enter into the queftion at large after 
the Noble and Learned Lord who had fpoken fecond in the 
debate, being perfe£lly confcious, that, it he attempted to go 

' over the fame ground, he (hould fail in his endeavours to 
render it more clear. His Lordfhip confirmed the account of 
the tranfa£^ion given by the Earls of Carlifle and Caernarvon iu 
every particular, and faid, he (hould vote for the quefttoa 
of adjournment moved by tlic Noble Secretary of State, 

• having more than once heard it argued, that a motion for ad- 
- joumment was the correal: way of moving the previous 

queftion. Before he fat down, he would only fay that he was 
perfe£^ly ready to difcufs the queftion, but that was neitlier 
thcpropcr time nor place for fuch a difcuflion. 

The Lord Chatuellor requcftcd the indulgence of the Houfe 
. for a few minutes, upon a fubjeft in which he was perfonally 
{o much implicated. He aiTured their Lordfhips he did not 
rife to enter into any argument refpe£bing the queftion, which 
had been fufficientlydifcufled already. Heacknowledgedhimfelf 
to have been much obliged to the Noble and Learned Lord for 

• his very able and explicit argument on the fubje^. He felt 

• h^mic^i relieved by it from great diftcuhy. Before he hear J 
: ' thr. 
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the Noble and Ijearncd Lord's fpeecfa lie bad Spared hiow 
feif to (late what he underftood to be tbe order of proceed- 
ing 111 genera!, with regard to ihe forme of that Houfe, which 
it was his duty to ftudy and to enforce in practice. With re- 
fpe£t to the queftion of order, xiothing could be iDore dear 
than that it was not neceflary to put the queftion of Conteitt 
or Not-Content upon every point. It was neceflary to confult 
. the Houfe, by aiking. Is it tbe plcafure of the Houfe that 
fuch a thing fliould be done ? . and if no Lord diflented, then 
the thing was ordered without putting the queftion. For in- 
ilance, when a mclTage was to be received from the Commons, 
the quedioa was not put, Content ox Not'-Contept : Previous lo 
the meilengers being admitted, the Chancellor only fays, ^^ Is it 
the pieafure of the Houfe that the meffengers be called in ?" If 
no liord oppofes their being called in, tliey are introduced 
without further queftion. His Lordiliip ftated feveral oth^r 
/inftances of a ftmilar nature. He next adverted to the cir- 
cumftances which took place on Friday, declaring that he 
fhould be extremely forry to Iiave betrayed the Houfe into an 
iiTegularity by any inadvertency on his part. He faid he was 
in the judgment of the Houfe, whether he did not a£l in con- 
formity to the fenf&of the Houfe, on that day, very ft^ougjy 
«nd very unanimoufly expreffed ? He was governed in every 
thing he had done, by a wifh to fave tlie Noble Eajd from in- 
curring the feverity his incautious condiu^ had expofed him to. 
His Lordlhip concluded with declaring liimfelf infinitely ob- 
liged to his friends in particular, who had been pleafed to 
fpeak handfomely of his conduct, while he liad enjoyed the 
honour of fitting on the woolfack, and (lill more to the Houfe 
in general, for their liberal fupport, which could not fail to 
imprefs itfelf forcibly on his mind at the moment, and would 
ever keep his gratitude alive, the bell pix>of of which would 
be Ibewn by his unremitting and moft anxious endeavours to 
difchorge tlic important duties of his office to the general ia- 
tisfa£lion of the Houfe. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rofc to make a fhort reply^ and he 
faid, at that hour of the night, he would compreis what he 
had to (ay into as fliort a compafs as poffible. He fpoke in 
terms of refpe£t of the argument of the Noble and Learned 
Lord who hadrifeafecond in the debate, and defied any l<foble 
Lord to prove a fingle point of material import in whidi he 
had differed from that Noble and Learned Lor4* llie Noble 
Lord had dated a cafe, chat occurred while he (at as Speaker 
of that Houfe, and (aid, diat he took two or three ftcps from 
the wooKack) to appeal to the Houfe/ whether they wotfld 

confenf 
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confeht that he ihotild alter the motion or hot ? Had thofe two 
or three fteps been taken in the prefent in (lance *, there would 
h^ve been nocaufeof coinplaint. One point be wiflied toexplain, 
as it feemed in the c©urfe of the debate to be mifunderftood r-— 
Fie had never made any harih obfervations on the motion 
which his Noble Friend made on Friday lad ; becaufe, not 
being prefent, he could not think himfelf juftiiied in giving any 
opinion upon it at all : What he had declared was, that had it 
been as bad as it could be, the treatmentit met with w^s equally 
reprehenfible. The Earl faid he was aware it was rather ir- 
regular to give a notice, while he was upon his legs for the 
purpofe of fpeaking to the queftion before the Honfe j but 
as he underltood the queftion of adjournment was about to 
be put, he would take the liberty of informing their Lord- 
fhips, that on Tuefday next he would bring forward the mo- 
tion whidi he meant to have fubmitted to their Lordfhips that 
day on the criminal laws of Scotland. The fubje£l, he faid^ 
had coft him much pains, and he had colle£ied a good deal 
of information refpe£iing it; and their Lordfliips allknew^ 
that when the mind was loaded with materials, all calculated 
for the illuftration of a particular argument, it was not very 
pleafant to retain the burden longer on the memory than was 
indifpenfably necefTary. 

The queftioa of adjournment was put and carried. 
. The noufe adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, jlpnl 8. 

The Bill for the better taking of Special Bail in the Court 
of Great Seflions in the County Palatine of Lancaftcr, was 
read a fecond time, and ordered to be committed to-mor- 
row. 

The Lottery Bill was read a fecond time, and ordered to be 
committed for Thurfday. 

Lord WilHam Rujfel brought up a Petition from the Pri- 
foners confined for Debt in the King's Bench Prifon, praying 

^ Had the Earl df Laudenlile been prefent at Friiiay't debate, he 
would have fecn that the Lord Cbaocclior did talcethe two or three fteps at. 
luded to, having left the woolfack exprefsly and avowedly for the puipote 
of appealing to the Honfe, to know whether he might be perniittrd i6 
leave out the Preamble to the £;irl of Stanbope*s Refoliuion, when he 
dearly received their Lordihips faoAion for the omiiTion. Vidgpageij of 

-fuch 
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Aich relief as to die Houfe (houldfeem meeU-^Ordered tobe*. 
laid on the table. 

Lord Newburgh's Petition was reported^ and referred to a 
Committee. 

An Account was ordered and prefentedy of the Surplus of 
the Cpnfolidated Fund. — To lie on the table. 

An account of 'Monies paid into the Exchequer was or- 
dered. 

A Petition from the Carriers was pn;fenttd, and referred to 
a Committee. 

FOREIGN CORPS BILL. 

' The Order of the Day was moved for the fecond reading 
of a Bill to enable the Subjefts of France to enlift as Sotdiers, 
and to enal^le his Majefty to grant Commifiions to them under 
certain reftri<3ions. The Bill was read accordingly. 

CoL M* Lf3ci rtcuTTCil to the circumftance which he men* 
tioned refpefting hand-bills diftributed about the metropolis^ 
inviting aliens put of employ, under the allnrement of great 
levy-money, to enlift in the Britiih fervicc. He faid, he could 
fee no reafon why the minifter fhonld have recourfe to this 
mode of anticipating what might be the decifion of the Houfe, 
unlefs it was from a fyftematic defign of infulting Pariiament^ 
According to this precedent, minillers might raife regiments 
of foreigners in the very heart of the metropolis, without die 
confent of Parliament. In general, the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man made ufc of no great delicacy in pafllng bills with a de- 
gree of rapidity heretofore unufual. He kne\v, he had afuf- 
iicient number of friends in either Houfe ceady to adopt his 
propoficions, nor had he the leaft reafon to diftruft the Royal 
aftent to any meafurc he might be inclined to propofe. There 
could not, riierefore, the Colonel faid, exift the fmalleft ne- 
ceffity for his doing that unconftitutionally, and of his own 
authority, which he might as well, and with equal eafe, do 
upon the authority of Parliament. Such proceedings appeared 
to him to require the utmoft vigilance on the part of the 
Houfe, as they were in themfelves of the higheft importance> 
and the more lb, when it was confidered, that they were con- 
nctSed with the prerogative dodrincs of the power of the Cro«TO 
to land foreign troops in this country, and receive benevolences 
from the fubjeft without the confcnt of Parliament, fo re- 
cently maintained, and fo ftrenuoufly afferted. Thcfe to- 
gether formed fuch a combination of encroachments, as in 
his opinion left the people of Great Britain no conftitution at 
all. He declared, he cosld not conficjer it poflible that this 
proceeding fliould be unknown to his Majefty's minifter, and 

therefore 



A rm» t.] WOODFALL*^ PARLTAMBNTARY REPORTS. iij 

therefore he begged to be informed by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, whether it was done by his dire£lion or approbation ? 
And if not^ whether he intended to dired profecutions to be 
inftituted againft the offenders ? 

No anfwer being friven to the queftiont the Bill was read the 
firft time, and tie Chanallor of the Exchequer moved for the 
fecond reading, when 

CoL M'Lew, again rofe, and faid he was furprifed at the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's filence, and whether it arofe from 
a contempt of the perfon whoaiked the queftion, or from any 
other caufe, was perfe£^ly indifferent to him. He thought, 
liowever, the Gentleman was bound to give an anfwer ; and 
if he did not, he Oiouid, in conjunction with fome of hisHom 
Friends, take fome meafure which would oblige that Gentle- 
man to give him an anfwer. 

Mr. Grey fatd, he had feen fome of the hand-bills that invited 
foreigners to enlift. As it was an illegal and unconititutional 
meafure, it became minifters to inquire into it. If fome in- 
quiry was not made, and fome fatisfaflory anfwer given to 
the queftion that was put by his Hon. Friend, he profeffed him- 
ielf perfedly ready to fupport any propofition that his Hon. 
Friend (hould in confequence bring forward. 

The ChanceUor of the Exchequer faid, he did not know what 
fteps any Gentleman could take to compel an individual in 
that Houfe to anfwer a queftion which he might think proper 
to put to him. With regard to thci queftion that had juft been 
put to him, he could not but feel furprifed, as he had anfwered 
the queftion explicitly the preceding day. The Hon. Gen* 
tleman had faid it viras a conftitutional queftion. He con* 
lefied he could not difcover what idea the Gentlenian had of a 
conftitutional queftion, by the prefent example, uniefs he 
meant a queftion put in an uncivU manner. 

Co/. AT Lead faid, he had yet received no anfwer to the 
queftion. Whether minifters would profecute the authors of 
thofe bills? 

Mr. JoUrffe faid, he thought minifters would have enough 
to do, if they profecuted the authors of every little paltry hand- 
bill which was diftributed in the ftrcets. 

Motion put and carried. 

BILL FOR EXEMPTING THE POOR FROM LABOUR IN THE REPAIR 
OF THE HIGHWAYS. 

«. . Sir Charles Bunbury faid, he fliould not trouble the Houfe 
with arguments in favour of the introduftion of fuch a, Bill, 
as it would not only be an unneceffary wafte of their time, but 
would imply a diftruft in their lioerality, a doubt of that 
V0L.UI. Q^ laudable 
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fcfudabte dtfpofition which diftinguiihed Parliament, and which 
always induced it to give the moft favourable attention to every 
teafonable propofition which tended to alleviaie die burdens 
of that valuable and- meritorious clafs of fubje£is> the in^ 
duftrious poor, thelabourers^ ai\d arti^ters of Great Britain* 
It was this difpofition, fo honourable to each fide of «.he Houfe, 
this zealous attention to their firft duty, namely, that of 
promoting the welfare ahd happinefs of the fubje£ts of the 
irealm, tint fecured tO' Parliament the efteem'and applaufe 
0f every worthy and refleding man i it was this, -that fo en* 
d^red it to -the people as to render them deaf to the ca- 
lumnies of its defamers> and inattentive to the fpecious bat 
.dclufive proje&s of (jpecalakire reformers $ fince it gave them 
reafon to conclude that the Parliament, conftituted as it was» 
under its prefent wife and fortuitous conftrtt£l2on, fpoke, as it 
pught, the language of the nation, and that the fentiments of 
their rcprefentatxves were m unifon with the fentimenu of 
the people. 

Sir Charles flattered himfelf that the BiH he wifhed to pro* 
pofe, to exempt the poor from perfonal hbour iti repairing 
the roads of the kingdom, or in lieu thereof, paying a com* 
£o(ition which they could ill afford ((ince, though it might 
appear {mail and trifling to the Gentlen^en whoili he additfledy 
was ftill important to the indigent perfons whtffe chihfaren 
were to be fed by the produce of their toil), would upon in* 
veftigation meet with the approbation of the Houfe, as it 
.was founded on the moft equitable principle, namely, That 
thofe who received benefit from the roads, and thofe who 
injured them, fhould be at the expence and trouble of their 
repair* and that thofe who received no benefit from thcm^ 
Aonld be exempted from the burden. 

The poor man received no benefit from their improvement^ 
ndther did he injure them ; they might rather be deemed in* 
jurious to him, fince, by facilitating die communication with 
the capital, they tended to increafe the price of provifions- 

He moved, therefore, * That leave be given to bring in a 
•* Bill, to amend an Act, made in the 13th year of his prefent 
^ Majcfty's reign, intituled «* An Aft toexphin, amend, and 
** reduce into one Aft of Parliament, the flatutes now in being 
^* for the amendment and preferyation of the Public High* 
^ ways within that part of Great Britain called England, and 
♦* for other purpofesi'* fo far as the fame relates to the la* 
bour thereby required from Certain perfons therein mem 
tioned. 

iff r, Salujbury fecon4ed the morion. 



Mr. Gi/hrf declared, that there was no man who felt mort 
Asm himfelf £or the Aifferings of the poor, but confiderine the 
great benefits that reAiltrd from the zd of the i^th of the 
King, he did not think it expedient to hazard their loft or dif 
jninution on the grounds that had been Hated* 
' Mr, 'Jolkffe paid Mr. Gilbert nuny compliments for hi| 
former exertions towards the relief of the poor; but declare^ 
chat he was aftoniflied that he (hould now give his oppofitioQ 
to the meafure propoied. The beneEt of good high roadf 
was chiefly felt by perfons who had carriages; they only 
fliould contribute to keep thefe roads in repair. He confi- 
dered nothing that the Hon. Gentleman had faid was entitled to 
any weight againft the excellent motion of the Hon. Barox^t, 

.jwhich would contribute fo eflentially to the ea£eand fatisfacf 
tionof the poor. 

^ Mr. Burton was of the &me opinion, obferving, that an ex- 
emption of a tax of iw fiiUmgj^ .however trifling it migHt 
found in the ears of gentlemen of fortune, was no mean ob« 
jedi to poor and laborious nien. 

Leave was givfn tp bring in the Bill. 

HIS MAJESTY'S M£SSAG£ RELATIVE TO tHE dROWK LANDl 

The Chancellor ^ttf ^chequer moved the Order of thd 
Day, for referring ni^ Majeft/s Meflage relative «to the Crown 
Lands to the conG<j^ratkm of a Committee of the Whole 
Houfe. 

The Order of the Day being read, the Houfe rcfolved itfelf 
into 2t Con^mittee of the whole Houfe accordingly (Mr. Hobazt 
in the Chair}. 

The meflage recommetided to the confideration of the Com" 
mittee the better regulation of the Crown Lan^s. 

The Cbancillor <f the Exchequer ftated, that the meafure 
.which he (hould have the honour of .fubmitting to the con«* 
fideration of the Committee, would be of advantage both to 
the public, and to private individuals. He was not at prefent 
prepared to bring forward any meafure relative to the bet-< 
ter regulation of the woods and forefts. That fubjed; was, 
no doubt, extremely material, but it was .of fo complicated a 
nature, that it was neceflary to defer the confideration of it 
to a period of more leifure. The plan that he had to propofe, 
•related to the other landed eftates of theCrown* TkofeGentlc" 
, men whowould readdie feveralvoluminousreportsthat had been 
made by theCommiffioners appointed toinquire into the land re* 
venues of the Crowii, would find that, if thofe landed eftates 
were properly managed, they would yield a very confiderable 
increafe of revenue. The reafon why they were not fo pro«* 

Qjl du£tiv# 
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dn€t\ye as they othcrwifc might have been, was, becaufe 
leafes had on[ti"aiiy been granted before the real value of the 
eftates was known. To this circumftance it was owing 
that the landed revenue of the Crown had not yielded as 
much as it might have done. The chief regulations that 
he intended to propofe were, that furveys be taken before 
the Treafury grant any leafe; that the improvable value be 
afcertatned before any leafe was renewed; and that^ where re- 
pairs were found neceflary, no fine be impofed, but referved 
in the annual rent. Another regulation that he nieant to 
propofe, regarded building leafes, and went to extend the 
time. In addition to thefc, there were other more minute re- 
gulations; but as he was aware that it would be wholly un* 
neceifary for him, in the prefent ilage, to eo at greater length 
into the meafure, and as Gentlemen would have full oppor** 
tunity of difcui&ng the plan in the future ftages of the BilU 
he would content himfelf with merely moving for leave to 
bring in a Bill fpr the better regulation and management of 
the Crown Lands. 

Mr. Fox faid, he did not rife for the purpofe of. obje£ling 
to the motion, but to fupport what had often been mentioned 
with approbation in the Houfe ; namely, whether it would not 
be more conllitutional, as well as more produ£live to the reve- 
nue, that all the lands of the Crown (hould be difpofed of, with 
a very liberal referve of what might be neceSary to the conve- 
nience or pleafure of the Royal Family. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledged it to be a cir- 
cumftance which had frequently been thought of; but, from 
the beft attention that he had been able to beftow upon the 
'fubje£l,he was of opinion that more benefit would be derived 
from the putting the lands under judicious regulations, than 
was likely to rcfult from dtfpofing of them altogether. 

The Houfe being rcfumed, Mr. Hoiart brought up the R<f- 
port of the Committee, which was read and agreed to. A Bill 
for the better Regulation and Management of the Crown 
Lando was confequcntly ordered. 

SINECURE PLACES AND PENSIONS. 

Mr. Harrtfm rofe, and opened the nature of the motion, 
which, in purfuance to the notice he had given, he ihould 
have the horour of fubmieting to the Houfe ; he faid, that 
the motion was not intended to deprive men of that which 
was neceflary for their fupport ; it was very fat from his in- 
tention to deprive any Gentleman whatever of. the reward due 
to any a£tual fcrvice to the ftate, in any qmploy in which he 
might at prefent be engaged: Nor was it his deilre that tho|e 

perfons 
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perfons who had finecure places or penfions, for fervices for- 
jnerly^ done to the ftate, (hould be deprived of thofe emolu- 
ments they had merited from* the hands of their country; 
but he thought it peculiarly proper that thofe who had.neither , 
pf thefe claims ihould contribute largely to the prefent unfor- 
tunate exigencies, at a moment when minifters had fignified 
to the Public that it was neceflary for Gentlemen of landed 
property to. ftand f6rward, and give their contributions in fup- 
port of the public caiife. In this fituation he thought fueh 
finecure places and penfions were fair obje£ts, and that thofe 
who enjoyed them ihould contribute as well as others; for taxes 
fell extremely hard on the poor manufa£turer$ and labourers^ 
many of whom the war had already deprived' of bread. It 
was admitted that the fituation of the country was fuch as to 
require fome extraordinary refources; he believed it to be 
fuch as to require the utmoft refources this country was able 
to procure, and that, if better meafuree were not adopted, alt 
our refources might foon be at an end« There was another 
reafon which made the meafure he had to propofe particularly 
proper at this time; it was, that while tlie fervants of the 
Crown were enjoying large profits and emoluments, the poor 
diftrefled, and the executive government foUciting fubfcrip- 
tions, thefe Gentlemen ihould fet thi: Public the example of 
fubfcription, and ihew, that while they call on others to af- 
act the ftate, they are willing to be at fome expence in ai&ft- 
ing it themfelves. This would make the poor a little more 
willing to bear their burdens, which were already extremely 
grievous; and unlefs fomething of this kind was adopted^ 
would foon be intolerable. There was another reafon for 
adopting this meafure : If minifters were thus to give up their 
iinecure places, and other perfons to give up their emolumentft 
and penfions, it would ihew that they were in earneft when they 
talked of the calamity of the war, and be fome proof they 
would do all they could to put an end to it ; by this they 
would filence that general obfervation, that to minilters peace 
was not anobjed): of defire, for that they bear none of the bur- 
dens of the war. Another reafon for his bringing this quef- 
tion before the Houfe was, that it would be the means of 
(hortening the calamitous war in which we were engaged. 
The ;uioption of it would alfo enable Government to make 
firenuous and eftedual efforts in the conteft. 

He confined the motion he had to make to three dailes of 
men, each of whom he thought might well give up a part of 
what they received from the Public, to alleviate, in fome 
degree, the calamities of the country. The firft clais were 
ibofe ^ho enjoyed finecurcs not lefs than zooL per annum ; 

the 
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the fecond, fuch as enjoyed efficient places, which had falariet 
sot le& than 500I. ptr annum. He thought the (alaries at« 
(ached to the efficient places were enough for fuch genilemen» 
without annexing to them any finecure place, and he enter- 
tained no doubt but thofe who were £0 anxious to call upon the 
landed pioperty to (land fon^'ard in the fupport of their 
country by voluntary contribution, fubfcription, orlxnevolencei 
would oe eager to prefs forward, and, by giving up pan of theit 
emoluments, (hew their real attachment to that caufe they 
called upon others to defend. It was £sir from his intention 
to (ay that thofe gentlemen who executed the bufinefs of the 
country (hould not be paid for their labour } he thought the 
labourer worthy of his hir^ ; if not, be was no longer worthy 
of working in the vineyard. A third clafs of men were thofe 
who, in conjunAion with elEctent places^ held, as it were m 
^mnuniam^ (inecures, not lefs than 2ooi. per annum; the 
vi^hole of which, be thought, (hould be given up, at leaft^ 
during the war. The misfortune was, that places, inftead of 
being diminiflied, were incrcafcd by the public calamity ; and 
that which (hould induce a retrenchment of public ekpence 
and 'private emolument^ was thought a fit opportunity for ex- 
tending the evil. The diftrefles brought en the country by the 
war were obvious* from its dire efie^s on the manufs^uring 
part of the kingdom. The weekly earnings of the manufai^ 
turer, which once alTorded the comforts and neceiTaries of 
life for himfelf and his family, were at prefent fo reduced, he 
faid, as fcarcely to afford them a fcanty fubCftence. The ii>- 
creafe of the poor rates through the kingdom was a proof of 
the declining trade of the countty. The city of Norwich was 
an index to the mifery of the reft ; " Pcri(h the Commerce of 
the Country" had been illuftratcd> the poor rates there amounU 
ing at this moment to 2i,oool. which was prodigtoufly higher 
than was ever known before on the moft calamitous occalion. 
Mr. Harrifou faid, he preferred the motion he (hould make for 
leave to bring in a Bill, to that of propofmg any refohitton, 
as it afforded a better opportunity for ditcuffion} becaufe, 
when^ the Bill (hould be brought in, fuch regulations might 
be made in the Committee as might fecm muk fuitable to the 
attainment of the end propofcd. 

He proceeded to ftate the heads of his Bill. In the fir(b 
place it did not touch any penfion below 200I. a-year. — Out 
of the net produce of an efficient place which amounted to 
400L a^year, he propofed one fourth to be appropriated to 
the public fervice.*— Out of fiuecure places and penfions of 
400I. a-yeai and upwards, he propofed to appropriate to th^ 
public ufe one half $ and the whole of any fiuecure place 

which. 
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vrhidi wa$ Iield^ by ftny perfon' who had another, and an efi> 
ficient office^ under Government : Some of thefe finecurei 
amounted, befides the falary of the efficient employment, to 
6000I. or 7000I. a-yeat, and the amount of all thefe was cnor- 
Bdous.' Out of thefe places he meant to make exceptions, fuch 
as the JudgeSf the Speakers of both Houfes of Parliament, 
Ambafiadors, Ot&cers of Jiis Majefty's Nary and Army } oa 
acne of thefe would his Bill attacn. 

! In bringing this fubje£t forward, he faid» he fc^owed fie* 
cedents in that Houfe. It was very obvious how great an at 
fiilance the revenue would derive from the expedient pro^ 
pofed. The fums which would be derived from the lalteir 
fource alone would be. very great, KHich beyond what anf per^ 
ion would conceive who had not inveftigated the fubjed. Nm 
hard&ips couM be reafonably complained of, if thefe latter fa» 
briea were appropriated to tho public fervice. He thougbf 
aUb it would- iadUce miniilers to eiideavaur to put an end 10 
the war as feoa aa poffibfe \ at prefent their income was not al 
all injured by the failure of our coiftmerce, and thfi diftrefs of 
our tnanufa^ures. 

' He read, as part of his fpeeeh, the proceedings on a mo^ 
tion of Admiral Rufle) in i6gty whieh propofed, that, during ' 
^t war, one moiety of all places, the falaries of which ex« 
ceeded 300!. per anmim,* ihouM be given up : And in feply e6 
this propofttion. Sir Thomas Rich, a Lord of the Admiraltyv 
faid, that the Hon. Admiral had mentioned that ptopofition 
to him before he was in place } that he at that time approved 
of it, and be was happy he noviT had an opportunitv of con** 
▼incing him that his approbation was fincere, as ne would 
eheerf ully furrender one-half of his falary. Captain Lbwthev 
iaid, he ihould be willing to ferve for nothing; and there 
were feveral others who (hewed equal eagernefs^ and fomft 
who lamented they had not fufficient falaries to enable them 
to contribute to the purpofe of the Bill ; all were willing to 
COBcmr ; and he irufted that the precedent of thofe great and 
soqd men would, witli equal alacrity, be followed by the pre* 
Ktit pofieiTors of employment under Government. He truited 
they would gladly imitate fo excellent an example. « 

He thought that conciliating meafures, fuch as the one he 
propofed, would be more proper, than adding to the burdens 
already very fevere on the poorer orders of fociety ; they would 
be convinced of the finccrity of minifters' wiflies to put an end 
to this difaitrous war, when tliey obferved thofe gentlemen 
' willing to come forward with their contributions. He had 
often wiihed that what had happened in a neighbouring king« 
flom had never been mentioned within thofe walls } for the 

frequent 
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had arifen from the war. He would referve to himfclf the 
right df revocation of all his prefent opinions ; and, if proper^ 
. he would be proud to commit the lame glorious, patriotic, 
moraly illuftrious inconfiftency, laid to the charge of an Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Windham). When that Hon. Gentleman 
varied his opinioji, he had juft reafon for fo doing. He con- 
cluded with fome obfervations to (hew that miniftexs were 
men more interefted in the prefervation of peace, than thepro- 
fecution of a war, if a war was by any means avoidable ; and 
that if finecure places or penfions were thought to be more 
than were neceiTary, this was, of all others, the moft im- 
proper time for retrenchment. 

Mr, Hohart admitted, that poflibly the poor rates for the 
laft quarter, for the city of Norwicl^ might have amounted 
to the rate of ao,oool. per annum. But he muft obferve, that 
at Chriftmas lail there was no one in Norwich, who had a 
mind to work, but could have procured employment ; though, 
by an arbitrary edid of the Emprefs of Ruffia, certain Nor- 
. wich manufa^ures, among other things, were prohibited from 
being imported into her dominions. In conlequence of this 
Imperial edi£k« the manufadurers, to the numoer of 10,000, 
had been thrown out of employment. This, and not the war, 
vfras the caufe of the increafe of the poor rates. 

JIf r. Hawkins Browne faid, he had given every attention in 
his power to the Hon. Mover's fpeech: He conceived themo- 
. tion to have four grounds : Firft, that the war was unnecef- 
fary ; he thought if there were no other ground of obje£lion 
to the motion, that was a fufficient one ; becaufe, in agree- 
ang to it, they mud contradi£l the feveral refolutions and ad- 
. drefles on the Journals, ad contrary to the opinion of a great 
majoritv of the Hou/e, and he trufted a much greater majority 
out of doors. The next point was that of voluntary contri- 
butions ; he contended that, now the public fpirit was called 
fortli, it was not proper to diftinguiih one particular fet of 
men from the reft of their brethren, by making their contri- 
butions compulfory, whilft thofe of the ethers were voluntary. 
He ridiculed the idea that it would induce the miniftry to put 
a more fpeedy end to the conteft with France, and contended^ 
that what the minifter enjoyed, was no more than the well- 
deferved reward of Ae application of thofe talents to the fer- 
vice of his country, which, applied in any other way, muft 
enfure him an ample fortune. The precedents quoted by the 
Hon. Mover, he infifted, did not apply, as the ezpenccs of 
the prefent day exceeded thofe of the period of 169 1 fo much, 
that a man could afford, at that time, to live better on 500!. 
than he could at the prefent day on loool. He reprobated the 

motion^ 
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motion, in every ^int of view in which It could be taken^ as 
ufelefs and unneceiTary. 

Mr* M. Montague declared the prefent motion to be of a 
dangerous tendency, as it was calculated to confirm the opi« 
nion which had been fo much endeavoured to be promulgated 
in the various feditious publications which had gone forth to 
the People, that a greater fum was paid for the Government 
by the reople, than fuch a Government was worth ; this he 
thought an opinion of a nature too alarming for that Houfe to 
give any fan^ion to. In no government could men be found 
to zQt without reward, or the hope of a reward ^ and although 
it was reported that fuch men were to be found in France, he 
had every rcafon to fufpe£^ the contrary. 

He entered into an euloeium on the talents and exertions 
of the minifter, for which he thought no fum of money, how- 
ever great, was an adequate compenfation. He admitted his 
. partiality for the Right Hon. Gentlenlan, but wifhed to 
know it Gentlemen on the other fide had not fimilar attach- 
ments, and did not think fome talents could not be too highly 
rewarded? 

Mr. Cumuen faid, in his Opinion, if the Public did fufpeA 
an expenditure of more money upon Adminiftration than was 
really the cafe, that the Hon. Gentleman who propofed the 
motion deferved well, merely for his having afforded an op- 
portunity for the elucidation of that fubje£l. He confidered the 
propriety of example ; and how far it would contribute to re- 
move thofe prejudices from the minds of the people, which 
the refufal of it mud otherwife confirm. After the extraordi-* 
nary exertions of the Right Hon. Gentleman oppofite, who 
had drained the proceedings of 1782 to fit them to his pur- 
pofe, he confidered the motion as extremely proper, and hoped 
It would pafs, left the Public Ihould regard thofe extraordi- 
nary exertions, to which he alluded, as not made for patriotic 
furpofes, but to gratify fome felfifli defire. He aflced why a 
Parliamentary Reform had been fuggefted, but becaufe of this 
general and prevalent idea of corruption ? Particular men were 
not the obje£i of the queftion then before them ; it was of % 
general nature. He (hould expe£i, if thofe Gentlemen, in 
whom he placed a confidence (and which he did not think a 
very diftant profpe£l), were in power, that he (hould exercife 
the fame ability, and the fame exertign, that he then did, for 
attaining the fame obje£^. When men in whom he hsul no 
confidence were ifK power, he feared, that, at fome future 
period, thofe perfons, who attempted to draw into precedent 
the circular letter of 1782, as a ground for oppofite condu£t 

R2 to 
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in 1794, might, by fimtlar ingenuity, torture the proceedings 
of that night into a precedent for eftablifhing corrupt influence. 
The charge of corruption upon Members of that Houfe exifled 
upon their Journals, where it was dircSly faid, they had not 
come into that Houfe to fervc their country, but under cor- 
rupt influence ; and whence arofe that corrupt influence ? Af- 
furedly from the exiftence of finecure places and penfions. It 
appeared extremely neceflary, at this alarming and important 
crifis, that the difpofition of the burdens (hould be equal, 
fincc every perfon more readily and more contentedly would 
bear his load, when he perceived it to be the common lot of 
all. What better demonftration of unanimity could there be, 
than that of the patriots in 1 691, which he recommended as 
a precept ? Should it go forth, that, at this enlightened pe- 
riod, they were lefs attached to the fafety and interefts of our 
country than they were in 169 1 ? Surely not; and therefore 
he hoped the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not mean to pafs 
by It. What the means would be, or what the quantity of 
profit, he did not pretend to tell, but he would fupport the 
motion; and he contended that thofe Gentlemen who pro-" 
pofed voluntary contributions, and great perfonal exerti'ons in 
the prefent war, could never ftate any folid bbjeftion to it. 

Mr. BurheiM^ the prefent propofuion vC'asof fo Angular and 
unprecedented a nature, that he could hardly believe the Horn 
Mover was ferious in his mode of treating it. Undoubtedly 
the great merit of a jeft was the ferious carriage and deport- 
ment of him who was the author of it, who, while he made 
every one around him laugh, prcferved himfelf a grav6 afped. 
The Hon. Gentleman who had brought forward the prefent 
motion fecmed to poflefs this talent in an eminent degree ; for 
he had, in the mofl grave and ferious language, brought forward 
a propofition at which he muft not only laugh inwardly him* 
fclf, but muft know that others would laugh dpinly. 

The motion fcemed to be of a twofold nature, and might be 
confidered in two points of view : i ft, as a queftion of charity, 
and 2dly, as a queftion of policy. It was held out as the cha* 
rity to relieve the diftrefled manufafturers of the country, but 
the policy was to relieve the diftrefled manufacturers or Afts 
of Parliament. He fuppbfcd, when the Hon. Gentleman 
brought fuch a motion forward, which was to be an objeft of 
revenue, and was to go in aid of the refources of his country, 
that fome calculation would have been produced to Ihew how 
much would be faved to the country by the propofed retrench- 
ment ; but no fuch thing had been done. The charity was 
to be applied, he fuppofed, to the manufaiSlurers and their 
I friends 
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friends out of Parliament, fome of which might be Members 
of Parliament, for ought he knew, in want of employ. " Ma^ 
terjam fuperab'it opus^ 

Having hunted this varying- Proteus in every fliapc, they 
now purfued it to Norwich. Why was Non\'ich the particu- 
lar objetl ? What had become of the poor Spital-ficlds wea-» 
vers, tor whom rhcy had fo lately raifcd fubfcriptions ? What 
had they done ? Or why had all the kingdom fo funk in con- 
fideration> that Norwich only drew compaflion ? The Gentle- 
men were very compafiionate indeed, cfpecially to the poor : 
But their compaflion reminded him of the iate Oueen Mother, 
who, when Somcrfet Houfe was building, ufcd to look at the 
profpeft on the Surry fide of the water, and think of their 
poor inhabitants, 

— " Whofc dwelling* lie 
•* Firft in her care, and always in her eye." 

He afked what benefit could, on a reafonable calculation, bcf 
eftimated by this new fyftem of finance ? He conceived the 
>irhole to be a mockery, and that the money raifed by it would 
not even purcbafe fmall beer enough for the poor of Norwich 
for the fupper of a fingle night. \A cry ofYes% and Hear / j— 
Ye$, yes, yes, and hear ! he faid ; he wifhed rather to hear the 
C9lcul^t;ion. The propofition in itfelf he confuiercd to be of 
the mofl dangerous kind, 4s it went to a dire£): invafion of the 
rights and properties of individuals; for the emoluments of 
places held under the Crown were poflcflions as facred as that 
of any landed property in the country \ and a motion might 
as wcU be made for taking a certain part of the property of a 
man who poflefled ten or twenty, thoufand a year, which 
might be confidered as a finecure, as he had done nothing for 
it ; in fa£i; every man whp held any place of profit, by a legal 
title from the Crown, had as good a tenure as that by which 
the Hon* Gentleman and his friends dared to bring forward 
and maintain fuch a motion — 

Mr* M. jf. Taylor appealed to the Speaker. He faid he 
thought every Member had a right to make a motion in that 
Houfe ; and Parliament had then the right to difpofe of it* 
.When fuch language was ufed as that they had dared to make 
a motion, he certainly would call to order, and by his legal 
information he knew that he wa^ authorifed toi^o fo. 

Tke Chancellor of the Exchequer did not conceive that it was 
competent in any Gentleman to interrupt another for want of 
order, when the Speaker, by permitting that Gentleman to go 
^n, had not confidered him diforderly. When his Right Hon. 
FricQd had ufed the word that appeared fo obnoxious, it 
* feemed 
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feemed to him that he meant nothing more than the raflineCi 
and indifcretion of the Hon. Gentleman who made the mo- 
tion. 

The Speaker faid, he was himfelf in doubt whether he fliould 
lave called the Right Hon. Gentleman to order when he ufed 
the term j but an idea that it was ufed as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had explained it, prevented him. He aflured the 
Hon. Mcmucr (Mr. Taylor) who fpoke to order, that if he 
had confidered any violation of order to have been committed^ 
lie (hould have interfered. 

Mr. Bui'ke thanked the Speaker for his candour, and pro- 
ceeded. Since the ^oxAdare was fo exceptionable, he faid^ 
and as he was not that great Mr. Dare of whom every body had 
heard fo much, he would not dare to provoke thofe darixig and 
courageous Gentlemen again to call to order. He would call 
then their wifdom and moderation of relieving t;he poor 
(words to which they could not, would not, have obje£lions}, 
a more dangerous and ruinous propoiition than he had ever 
lieard of. He not only avowed his contempt, but abhorrence, 
of this dreadful beginning, which opened to a more fatal iflue. 
Thefe Gentlemen, in their wifdom^ and moderation, and 
through compaflion for the poor, were beginning the fame . 
plan for the deflirudion of all propeity as had been begun in 
France. There the firft fteps began on the pretext of reliev- 
ing the poor, with the abolition of places, and the robbery of 
the clergy ; next after that came on the feizure of landed, and 
afterwards of monied, property; fo that at length things were 
come to fuch a miferable pafs in that unhappy country, that 
^ peafant could not call a baflcet of eggs, nor a pail of milk, his 
own. He would, therefore, always negative every beginning that 
lia J a tendency to fliake the fettled order of things. The pre- 
Cent appeared to him to be i dreadful beginning : It was alfo a 
ufelcfs one. It was beggary affifting beggaty, and perfeftly 
ridiculous. He compared it to an egg, which was, indeed, but 
a paltry thing, but no one could tell precifely what an egg 
might proJucc. 

He wiflied rhem to ftate what the places were to be thu$ 
tnxed, and what the fums would amount to. He was furt 
tht^t, if the Government had no better refources than thefc, 
they mud foon put an crid to the war. When he confidered 
the efficient oflices, he confidered alfo the dignity of neceffity 
attached to them. Minifters were fugitive beings } here to» 
day, and gone to-morrow. Mankind itfelf was fo, and -there** 
fore efficient offices muil have efficient means, or the bufineis 
Would be neg)(»£ted. A State muft be fupported by abilities^ 
and abilities bf rank and appearance. 

There 
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There was an old-falhioned author, whom he fuppofed the 
Hon. Gentleman who made the motion would treat as a 
ftrange, dogmatical, contemptible fellow (he meant Ifivy, the 
hiftorian), who, fpeaking of fome foreign ambafTadors that had 
' arrived at Rome, fays, ** Our nation may be the pooreft upon 
earth, it is true ; but what magiflrates or ambafTadors of any 
country ever, made a more noble or a more dignified appear- 
ance ?" They were convinced the dignity of the nation ihould 
be maintained, whatever might be the poverty of the people. 
Let anv perfon refied within himfelf, if in private life 
the mafter does not judge for himfelf, whether he would give 
the fame wages to his game-keeper as his footman, and his 
footman as his grooms. Does any Gentleman give the/ fame 
wages to a boy in his (table as to his cook, who entertains his 
friends when they join in feftivity with him, and who are not 
certainly called to order? Men in office muft fupport their 
rank, they have expences of a different nature to thofe of ordi- 
nary people ; they have their condition, dignity, duties and 
importance of their fituation to regard. Thus, then, a Firft 
Lord of the Treafury, the chief and moft important office be- 
longing to his Majefty, was to receive no more than 2000 L a- 
year. For his part, he believed the falaries of the ftrvants of 
the Crown were far from being adequate to their fervices ; 
the Crown had no mode of providing for tliem as formerly, as 
Lord Salifbury and other great miniflers had been. He in- 
ftanced Lord Somers having at one time received 35,000!. for 
his fervices, and defervedly. He was not able to fei any pre- 
cife value upon the abilities of any man. What could any 
man think would be an adequate compenfation for the entire 
application of fuch talents as Mr. Erfkine's, which he (Mr. B.) 
certainly rated very high ? he could not form any judgment 
. upon tlu: matter. He, therefore, that would hold out fuch a 
dangerous do£trine as the prefent, only robbed the poor, and 
unhinged that ftrudure which protefted them. And if thafc 
Gentlemen, who pretended to be fuch friends to the poor, 
would club together, they could raife more from their own 
. private fortunes than could be gained by the propofed Bill. 
He contended, that, as a meafure of refource, the mcafure was 
trifling and inadequate ; as a matter of policy, miflaken. It 
had not even the merit of being original : One fimilar to it 
had been formerly propofed, and he oppofcd it,' as he would 
the prefent, which was vain and futile, tending to injure the 
poor } fince it could have no other efFed than that ot making 
the poor believe that Government was doing every thing to 
plunge them into mifery for its^ own ends. If the poor were 
to be relieved in no other manner, then let them fubmit to the 

will 
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will of God. No perfons were fo deferrmg of rewards as la- 
bourers for the public. To take from the prefent labourers^ 
ht tliought, would be a great injuftice^ and he verily believed, 
that, were the propofed Bill to be adopted, the printing and 
paper would cod more than every thing that could be gained 
by it. 

He alfo conGdered this motion as delufive to the people ; 
and fuppofcd, that, if Ruflia fliould again give orders for the 
importation of Norwich manufactures into her dominions, 
that minifters were to have their falaries back again. It was 
curious to obferve, that the accidental and fluduating circum^ 
ftances of manufaftures and of commerce were always made 
a ground of imputation on the executive government. Mnft 
the con fti tut ion, and the regulation of the ilate, be fufpended 
every time that any foreign power chofe to prohibit the im* 
portation of any manufa£iure, which might occaHon a tem- 
porary diftrcfs ? Money was not the means whereby diftreiTed 
manufadurers were to be relie\'ed ; to give them money would 
be to make them idle, and prevent their return to induilry. If 
they chanced, by misfortune, to fall into poverty or diflrefs, 
their fole relief mnft be from Heaven. 

Mr. Burke in the courfe of his fpeech faid, in anfwcr to 
Mr. Coke's farcafm upon the minifter's mode of coming into 
power, that it mattered not how he c^me in, or how he would. 
go out, as far as related to the prefent fubje^ j that it was the 
peculiar province of the Crown to mcifurc and diftribute the 
proportion of rewards to the merits of its fervants ; and he was 
aitoniflied that the Houfe (hould be called upon to interfere in 
a matter not within the fcopc of their ordinary fun£tlons. He 
continued to remark*, that in lis time he had feen many great 
men leave the ftage with Ic^in and inadequate fortunes. Per- 
haps it was cxpetted that great men fhould ferve the Public as 
they are commanded to I'crve God Almighty, with ail their 
heart J with' all theirmind^ with all their foul^ and with all their 
Jlrengtk* He concluded by obferving, that he came down to 
that Houfe us it fuited his humour \ that he gave his opinions 
backward and forward without coniTiyvA^ tro canfilio iefenfu^ as 
well as/' difcsidendo ; therefore he ihould reprobate the mo- 
tion in i:tOn 

Mr, Sheridan followed, and declared, that, notwithftanding 
the fingular language held by the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
had jull fat down, he would dare to defend the meafufe pro- 
pofed, and fubjeft himfelf to the imputation fo liberally be- 
• fto^ed by that Right Hon. Gentleman upon all who ihoold 
think ferioufly in its favour. Before, however, he proceeded 
to a difculfion of the qucftion, he could not avoid congraiu- 

lating 



▲rftic ^] WOODPALL*S PAiaUMENTAUr nPORTih* Jttf 

atmg certain Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfeon the 
filence which they preferved upon the occafion, and which apr 
peared (6 chara£keriftic of thofe fentiments which no doubt 
they would evince by their decifion. If they had been filent> 
however, they did not appear abfolutely void of fenfibility | 
for when the Horn Gentleman ftated to them precedent in 
jnftification of his motion, they ftared as if they had heard of 
fome antiquated tale of the virtuous days of Greece or Romci 
act the condud which this country had ever adopted or put in 
prafltce. Adverting to the arguments juft advanced by the 
R%hr Hon. Gentlenun^he contefled he felt a degree of afto- 
niihment that was inconceivable ; and particularly fo, as comb- 
ing from him of all men living : Nor could he, without having ' 
heard him, have believed it poffible he could poflefs fo abfolute 
an oblivion of all that had paft, and in whicn he had himfelf 
flione fo confpicuoufly. 

The Right Hon. Gkntkman had thought proper to rebuke 
the Seconder of the motion for noticing the mode in whiciv 
the minifter had come into power, and faid, of what confe* 
quence was it how one came in. or how he went out ? Did he 
hhnfelf fo totally forget thofe fentiments' which he had fo 
firmly recorded, and by which he had branded to all pofterity 
the mode in which that minifter had pofTefTed himfelf of his 
prefent ftation ? He had aUbexprefled his aftonifhment at the . 
.idea of that Houfe attempting to mieafnfe the proportion of 
rewards which the Crown was to diftribute. Did he again 
forget that he had himfelf done precifely the fame thing, when , 
be brought forward the Bill known by his name, and which 
reflefted fo much honour on him, for regulating and limiting 
the Civil Lift of the Crown } and in which he had reilvi£Ved 
the amojmt of the falaries, or rewards, which were to be an-« 
nexed to various offices ; among the reft, to his own of Pay« 
mafter to the Forces, which he reduced to a falary of 4000 1. 
per ^nnum ? The minifter had zfktd upon a former occafion 
in like manner, and upon the fame principle, when he limited 
the ialaries of the Firft Lord of the Treafury, the Secretaries 
of State, and other great Ofikers ; in both inftances trenching 
upon the afierted right of the Crown. Did the Right Hon, 
Gentleman mean to aflert that the Crown poiTeffed the fole 
right of judffinff what rewards were to be beftowed upon pul>« 
lie fervants F If he did, he would afk him who it was that is 
obliged to pay thofe rewards ? He had put the cafe of a pri* 
vate hxwijj and aiked whether the mafter was not the proper 
judge in the diftrifaution of rewards; and if thofe rewards 
(hould be the iame in all clafies of hit fervants ? That fort of 
9afe Mras by no means analogous. 

V0L.IU. S In 
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In order to bring it tofome Ibrt of analogy^ die Right Hon^ 
Gentleman faid tnat no perfon had the right to limit the fala^ 
ties of any of the efficient officers, but that it ought to be left 
to him who employs them. Did he mean ^is Majefty I Whofe 
was the money ? I£ his Majefty hired them as his efpccial fer* 
vants» and paid them as fuch, he would have the indifputable 
prittlege of limitation i but when he came to Parliament for 
the fupplie&with which they are to beipaidy it was evident that 
the money is the public money ; that they are the public i€t» 
vants ; and that even the Parliament are the fervants of the 
People, as the Parliament is obliged to recur to the People for 
the means of making good their own votes of fupply. To fay 
that the falariea of minifters and placemen ' are only limitable 
by his Majeftvihe faid, he fliouldnot hefitate to pronounce 
one of the mon unconfticutional and dangereus declarations 
ever uttered. |Ie would take the liberty of aflerting, that tho 
firft executive magiflrate was invefted with no fuch arbitrary 
difcretion | the firft magiftrate and all his minifters were paid 
by the People, it was therefore the duty of their Reprefenta* 
tives in Parliament to watch over the manner in which their 
money was laid out i and negligence in this refpedl might exr> 
cite as much indignation among the people, as the extraordi- 
nary number of places and pennons whidi minifters and th^ 
adherents at prefent enjoyed. He was ready to adopt the 
principle of his comparison, and to asrce that. In both cafes, 
thofe who pay, were the proper judges of what ihoiild be 
paid. 

. The next principle upon which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppofed the prefent motion, was on account of the difcontent 
which the expofure of tlie numberlefs places eiijoyed, might 
occafion throughout the country at the prefent time. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman afTerted, that the propofition under 
confideration would cmbarrafs Government and the Country % 
although, in the time of the American war, he had faid, that 
all the calamities brought on the country by that war were 
owing to finecure places, penfions, and offices, and that his 
own Bill at that time was. meant to deftroy fuch mifchievouft 
means of influence in the hands of the Crown, which were 
employed as bribes to feduce Members of that Houfe from 
their duty to their conftituents. The principal and leading 
feature upon which his Bill proceeded, was to (hew the evils 
attendant on enormous places, and to produce reform in thofe 
evils, by aboliihing a number of thofe places. Where, at that 
time, was his tenderaefs, when he fet fo many adrift unpro* 
vided for and unprote^ed ? The public good he called it» 
which he confidered as paramount to every other confidera? 

tioo. 
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tlon, and to wKich he then thought that every other corifidera* 
tion was to give way. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to ridicule 
the prefent niotion, bccaafe he conceived the faving it would 
pTodute ^ottld be but trifling. Did he himfelf confider the 
faving which his Bill was to produce, as forming no objeA of 
attention i And yet he would affirm, that the litmofl; extent ot 
favnig^ under that Bill was contemptible, and as nothing, com-^ 
pared to what might be produced by the meafure now pro-'' 
pofed. Thd Right Hon. Gentleman had talked of the amount 
of the places and finecures propofed to be applied to the pub* 
lie fervice by this Bill, as not greater than iiirould afford the 
poor of Norwich fmall' beer to their fuppers^ If the fz/St were 
ib, the poor of Norwich were tlie ihoft immoderate fwillers of 
fmall beer that everexifted ; but, in fa£^, if the amount faved 
were well applied, it would afford a comfortable fupport for si- 
great (hare of the podr of the whole kingdom* 

To thofe who alTerted that nothing could be gained by the 
Bill, he would point out fome few places } aiid he believed 
there was no one who knew the value of them fo well as che 
Hon. Gentleman oppofite him. One Nobleman in thiscoun* 
try (the late Duke of Ncwcaftle) had received half a million 
of the people's money, in the fingle place of Auditor of tlie 
Exchequer. Half a million^ he obferved, would feed all the 
fauibandmen ih England and their families for a full twelve- 
month $ and that order of people, though low in rank, was 
high in value, politically coufidered, becaufe they w^re the in« 
duftrious bees, who helped the hive, and colle£ked and made 
the honey. It had likewife been faid, that we were not, upon 
this occaiion, to make any reference to die a£tual fituation and 
circumftancea of the country, or upon that account to make 
any dedu6lion from the aftnal amount of thefe places and 
penfions. He would, however, leave the Houfe to judge with 
what pmpriety that argument could come from men who were 
perpetually declaiming on the important objects which thi» 
war embraced, telling the country for every thing that can be 
dear to the heart of man, and the willingnefs with which we 
ought CO facrifice our lives and our fortunes in its Cixpport. 

Obferving here an Hon. Member (Mr. Rofe) writing, Mr* 
Sheridan humoronfly claimed the aififtance of a Gentleman 
fo well quatiiiied to make fuciir calculations i and obferved, that 
if a more nice accoum ihouldTeduce the total to two or threb 
hundrted thoofand pbtmds« there would be no great room for 
triumph.' It was a Rotable method to fay tliat Government 
could not be carried on: if foch places were abolilhed. . An 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Drake), iflHhofe practice it was to fycok 
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in the hiffheft ftntn of exaggeration, by raifing dimax above 
climax, had declared that every thing in the country was at 
ftake-*our liberty, religion, vitalicy, and a great nuniber 
of other alitui. If ^at was the cafe, why did not men to- 
luntarily come forward, and give ap a part of their places and 
penfions as a fubfcription to fupport the war i 

He particularly reprobaied the praf^ice of thofe, who, upon 
the prefent, as on all other docafions, cfpecially Parliamentary 
Reform, zSt&cd to reprobate any attempt at amendment^ 
under the pretext that a nseafure eood in itfelf and in its 
principle might be abufed iato^ caufe of evil by being carried 
too far. If, as had been fo pompoufly difplayed upon various 
occafions, every thing we held dear was at ftake, was it fo 

iirepofterous to call on thofe who gained moft by the prefent 
yftem to give up a part for the preliervation of the remain* 
der ? Or. what ihould we fay of that moft unparliamentary 
and unconiftitutional meafure, the General Subfctiptions ? At 
all events they would be a bad criterion'by which to judge oT 
flie public fpirit) for he wiiiid be bold to fay, that the fum 
total of all that ihould be raifed by that mode, would not 
amount to what might be faved in the fuppreffion of finecures. 
Take the whole amount of them throughout the kingdom, and 
they would not be found to exceed aooyoool. notwithftandiog 
every exertion of influence and authority which had been ufed. 
In the county of Leicefter, which no one would fay was a dif* 
loyal county, no more than 2600L had been already railed^ 
600 of which was given by the D«ke of Beaufort. He did 
not believe the minifter meant to repeat this experiment next 
year, nor yet to admit that public (pirit was evaporated : There 
therefore could be no truth in the inlinuation u»% the French 
would fuppofe our re&urcei exhaufted bv the meafure propof** 
ed by the Hon. Gentleman who had biwght forward the 
.motion ; but, on the contrary, they would lee greater caufe 
to dread us when they beheld us cutting up corruption by the 
root : It virould prove to them the determination of this.ooun« 
try to perievere iir the war, by reforting to the moft efi^uti 
means of enabling themfelves to fupport its expences. When 
he heard the miniller and others ddfcribing, in fuch high-flown 
terms, the zeal with which the public fpirit promotes the pre- 
fent fubfcription, he ihould have been conlidened as p^iit^ 
fome Gentlemen a had •compliment, if he were to eftimate by 
their fortunes the amount of their iiibfcriptions i efpecially 
when' he faw fome, who were ib liberal in .their praifes and 
panegyric, had annexed to tfa^ir names the paltry fum of 501. 
If, as was aiTerted, it was necefl^ry for our exiftence to con- 
que^'the French, we i|iuit do it by heating them at their own 

weapons, 
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weapons, and, like* them, it wt>uld be neceffary to make con* 
fiderable facri&ces. A Noble Earl (Mornington) had upon a 
former debate ftated that property to the amount of 400L a 
year was efiefkive only to the amount of izoUi and he wifhed 
minifters and gentlemen, holding places, to adopt this propo» 
fition, which, at four years purchafe (and he fliould be finoerely 
glad if that were the longeft duration of the conteft), would 
produce no inconfidcfrable income. For inftance, if a Noble 
Coufin of the Minifter (the Marquis of Buckingham), out of 
his place of Teller of thjs Exchequer, were to give ,up 8ook>L 
a year, in four years 8000I. annually would make a fum of 
32,0001.9 which would not only fupply the poor of Norwich 
with fmall beer, but give comfortable mealsto many of the 
poor people of the country, by whofe labour we were fup« 
ported ; and then there would be no more talk about fedition^ 
which, if it ever did ezill, muft have arifen from the extra- 
vagance and prodigality of miniiletB, Another coufin of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Lord Grenville) might alfo apply 
4000I. the amount of his place of Ranger of tl^ Park, which 
he afiPeAed not to make ufe of, but which, notwithftanding, 
he woukl aflert was in fa£k no favingat all to the Public. The 
other Secretary of -State, out of his multiplied places of Trean 
furer of the Navy, Prefident of the Board of Controol, &c. 
might devote the profits of one of thofe places at lead: to the 
fame patriotic purpofe. To thefe might be added with^ per^ 
haps, fingular propriety^ a part of the profits of the Hon; 
Gentleman (Mr* Rofejwho was fo expert at calcu]ation» 
and who upon this fubjeft poflefied an experience and a fource 
of biowledge not inferior to any of them. Here Mr. Sheri- 
dan ftated that he had juft had put into his hand a lift of the 
placflas enjoyed by that Horn Gentleman (Mr. Rofe), but 
which being itfp l^tgf he (hoixM ddoline to ilate. However, 
«pon>a cry of ^ Read! read !** he proceeded to enumerate a^ 
follows: Clerk of the Parliament j Mafta-of the Pleas } Sur- 
v.eyor of the Green Wax ; Secretary to the Treafury— a place, 
no doubt, well known to many Gentlemen of that Houfe. Here 
hefitating, and the cry of ** Read !" being repeated, he wi&ed 
to know whether the Hon« Gentleman was greedy for more, 
after having heard fwr enumerated ;< in fa£l, thefC were tyro 
iooreon the paper, but being written with a p^Uicil, he could 
;iot make then> ottt« He looked at %U» Rofe^ and Mcith fom^ 
liumour demanded whether he wats guilty,. or nUguiiiy. — {^ 
hmdjaugh.) . ♦ • 

Retiiniing to the fabjef£l before tbein, heobferved, that th< 
fninij^er w^^ much i^he hHbitof bpafting of the floMriOuDg 
ilate of our commerce during this war i- but he denied that thi^. 

boaft 
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boaft had any real foundatiotii if we attended to thef difference' 
between the prefent and the kite war. In the late war vp^ 
were engaged in a conteft with four nations, whofc maritime 
exertions wcrfe refpcftively powerful ; ixl this waf we had to con* 
tend but with one, whofe marine Was at leaft crippled, if not 
annSiilated. The ftate likewife of our manufaaures was a 
boaft equally unfounded ; for the obfervattofis of the Gentle* 
man (Mr. Coke) who feconded the motion were not, as aflert'^ 
ed, confined to Norwichi but extended to the whole kingdom^ 
throughout iVhich the manufadlurer was ftarring, and who 
could be retidcred ferriceable only by being made a loldier again. 
That Houfe had been every year accufcomed to hear the 
minifler make a boaft of the redudion of the national debt ; 
he would a(k therefore, When any thing fubftantial in that way 
was to take place i The anfwer was wvious i it was a dreanf 
which never could be realized. By the promifes held out, w6 
were to arrive at a peace eftabliihment, that is, our income wai 
to equal our expenditure, befide the annual million towards 
the reduction of the debt, and the 2oo,oool. furplus. That 
period, notwtthftanding thefe fplendid promifes, never had 

Jet arrived 9 and he would affirm, in the moft pofitive terms, 
y the event of this Mrar never could come : Becaufe, if peace 
were happily eftabliflied the next day, our eftablilhments, 
whether military, naval, or civil, wouM beconfiderably higher 
than ever. Would the minifter fay that our refources would 
increafe in any proportion? He was fure he could not 
venture fuch an aflertion. Another principle called for their 
ferious attention. The minifter had formerly come forward 
with a pompous difplay of a plan« by which, on any future war, 
it would be neceflary to fund thedebt necefiarv to be con traded 
in fuch a manner, that the whole of it ftoukl be paid within 
a certain period. This principle he had certainly adhered to 
upon the firft occafion that offered after hd adoption. But 
had he perfevered in it upon the prefent occafion ? No fuch 
thing ! It was abandoned and gone for ever, and with it the 
moft diftant profeefb of a redu(Sion of the national debt had 
Vaniflied. On the contrary, they had nothing to look to in 
the future but, as in the paft, the plea of neceflity, brought 
on from time to time, to> juftify or excufe the repetition of 
4iew loans. What profped: was there of our debt being re^ 
duced, when, in a period of ten yeans' peace, the itilnifter, 
whofe. economy and financial abilities were fo much extolled| 
had not been able to arrive at the peace eftabliflunent which 
bad bein fettled by a committee of that Houfe ? That pro- 
mifeii day for the redudion of the debt would never fliine, 
even in profpcA, again. 

An 
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An Honourable Member (Mr. Drake), after a panegyric 
OQ the merits of incOnGftencfi which feemed to be now the 
onlf feature ami cha|a£Leriftic of fuperior talents^ claimed 
tlie right Iiereafter, qotwithftandiiag his oppofitioa to the pre«^ 
(ent motion, to vote .for the entire abolition of all dnecurc 
places. Qe did noc meayi to difpute that right with him now, 
^ny more than he did the right which he had claimed on a fqr^r 
mer occafion^ to be ;^nimated if he pleafed ^ he fhould only- 
content himfelf with declaring his fatisfa&ion of being of thier 
ijiumberof that dull phlegmatic defcrxption of mepi who boaft of" 
uniformity of principle and prai^ice, which Ivp truiled wouldr 
^er diftinguiib thofe with whom he had the honour ^nd the 
happinefs to 2£L. Gentlemen, who were alarmed with diei iflea 
of the novelty of the prefent motion,' he begged leave to re- 
mind, that in February 17B3, the prefent Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved^ in iDonformity to his Majeftv's (pecch, for 
leave t^o bring in a Bill, which lyas, in efie£l, but a continue 
aiice of that w^h reflected fo much honour on a Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke). Of precifely the fame nature was, 
the prefent morion, vi^hich was not, as averted by that Gentle* 
ipan, an a^tafik v^foti places held' for life, but, in the words. 
of the motion iiCelf, referring to certain places : What thofe 
(hould be, which jQiould be the object of the Bill, the Com- 
mittee alone could decide. Thifs the whole of that part of the 
argument of the Right ]3on. Gentleman upon that tonic fell 
^o the ground. For theUe reafons, Mr. Sheridan faid, he 
Qiould give his decided approbation and fvpport to the motion 
before U)e Qoufe* 

. Mr. ^$fr faidy " The rebuke for my filence from the Member 
who fpoke lad is fomewbat unexpe£led^ as the matter in de* 
bate appeared to be of a nature more fit to be difcuiTed by 
perfons lefs interefted in the refull: than myfcif } but the man« 
ner in which { have been called upon compels me to obtrude 
9iyfelf on the notice of the Houfe. 

^^ The Hon. Member has fuggefted that on former pccalions 
the zeal for reform has led to riie fupprefBon of ofBces, witli* 
out any con&deration whatever for the parties who held them, 
^nd has referred to the pondu£t held on thofe occafions as 
inconfiftent with the oppofition to the prefent motion. This, 
obfervation feemed to be direded mo(l immediately to a. 
Ktght Hon. Gentleman *, better able, beyond all comparifon> 
to vindicate bjmfelf than I can pretend to be 1 but a$ he has 
already spoken in the debate, I cannot, after hearing tliU ob« 
fprr^tiopf reiift calling the attention of the Houfc to the 

• Mr. Borkf • 
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ftdiion of Ac A£k • generally known by the dcfctiption of 
Mr: Burke's 'Bill, which cxprefsly provides that Compcnfation 
might be granted to pcrfons who (houM be deprived of their 
fituations, or impaired in their incomes by the regulations 
made under the authority of that A£l; in coniequence of which^ 
ample compenfations had been made to a very large amount. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman has alfo chofen to fuppofe, that 
the language now held by the (arte Right Hbti. Gentk- 
man, refpefliing the right of the Crown and the controulin? 
power of Parliament, is inconfiftcnt with the principles of 
vrfiich he formerly boafted. I need only remark, that the 
right of the Crown to apportion, in the firll inftance, falaries 
tnd rewards, had never been denied by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman alluded to when fubjefts of this fort had before beeo 
under the confideration of the Houfe, nor was it now meant 
to difpute the general cohtroul of this Houfe, as to the propor* 
tion or amount of what individuals (hould receive for their 
labours, if, on confideration, the cafe appears^ in their dit 
cretion, to call for die exercifc of fuch power. 

** The warmth exprcflcd by the Hon. Gentleman refpefting 
the immenfe fum acquired by a Noble Duke, lately deceafed % 
from an office held by him, was not called for, as the income 
of that very office in future had been regulalted by Parliament) 
and reduced to that fixed amount which, on firfl confideration, 
was thought to be rcafonable. The Hon. Gentleman, how 
ever, could not be ignorant that, although the emoluments of 
the office were large, they arofe from kndwn and edablifhed 
fees, and were legally due to the ppflcffor of it j and he might 
perhaps have recsllefted another employment f (alfo reform- 
ed at the fuggeftion of the Right Hon. Gentleman, whofe 
condu£l he has animadverted upon) from which a large for- 
tune had been acquired in a manner not altogether fo uncx-^ 
ceptionable as in the other iiTflance; and he could not be 
ignorant that no fuch acquifition can in future be made iq 
either of the fituations, or indeed in any other under Govern* 
ment. 

*'TheHon. Gentleman had complained that the fubfcriptions 
for the internal defence of the country have hitherto been* 
confined moftly to placemen. It is a whimfical objedion to 
come from one who contends that perfons of that defcripttpn 
fhould ever be compelled to contribute more dian other fub* 
jeftsof the- country; that what they have alreiady voluntarily 
(hewn a difpofition to give, is too much. He really feems de* 
firous, in that refpeft, to put tl^em in a worfe fitaation than 

^ The Ute Duke of Newcaftlc. f That of Paymaftcr General* 
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the ttzihappv people of Fnndey who had at kail an oppoitu* 
hity ffivpn th^m by their nders of fubfcribing to a Yoluntary 
loan before they are compelled to contribute to a forced one *« 
'*In this debate, asj^rell aa in former ones on ^e fame fubje£t^ 
much has been faid of the larss amount of the incomes derived 
by perfons from offices and employments } the ftate o^ this 
queftio^ IB, liowever, confiderably ctwtiged fince It was hiilf 
under the confideration of the Houfe. Some of the eircufki* 
ftances bearing upon It) Gentlemen camiot be patticulafly in-' 
formed of, and others are pot likelv to be in their recdle£lion i 
«--a concife ftatement of them will (hew that important lavings 
have been efTe&ed in the publio expenditure^ as well as great 
retrenchments of unneoeflarf eafepl6ymeatft nadet the Crown. 

Ufider Mr. Burke's BUI In 1781. Bafprtfoft ff Qffiui mniet 

Oflicrt tbote ^500 a ynr. OBcm wdir ^500 1 year* " 

No. 37 . jf43»^ « y«» - Np, 97 . * iC'SfSOO a yiair^ 
37 • j[ii,6oo ujeu^. 
97 • I8t9«> *y«ar- 

J34, £57fS99 . 

Undtr Rigulaiimu ^the Treqfwj, ttn^rmui if Jns Majify. 
' t>ffioet above ^509 a year. OAMisste £500 a yaar. 

No. $ - ;fa»xsS»y«» ^^- H^ • /""ai^ * y«»«'* 

' - 14X - xi»459 

Mr, Burke's Bai -134 •.- jr$7»l«> 
Subfoiucfit Regulations 144 r 13,635 

*7»- ;f7'f'»5 

£99^<yfnents fiAJtiiuUd w cretUed to A ihi B^tu/i {f ih^ 

fupprtfftd. 

AWnt £$00 a year. IToto ^500 a year. 

02 ;f 1 0,909 
• VideL«wlMirm|igloii*tSpe«chonibc«iftof January 1794. 
V0L.IIL T OflSccs 



Office* fuppreffett - ' • 278 - jf 71,125 
Do. fttblbauted or created 62 • lOf^o^ 

216 • • j^6oy2i6 

Exchequir Regulating AB in 1782. 
• The principal Offices of the Exchequer bad eaohx. 1 y- ^ 

menu in time of war to the amount of J a. >*5 

They are now regulated aa follows, as they fall ia ; 
Auditor - - 41000 
Four'TeUeia - 10,800 
Pdls - - 3*dco 

• EftaUtflxmcoU in Ueul 

of ' Chamberlaios, r liOOt^ 

ice. about J .— — 18,800 



Hie two CKambeHaius, Tally CuUer, and the UAcrs' employ- 
ments are fuppteffed after the death of the preCent poflefibrs. 

Tenftdns. 
In 1783, ^cxdufive of foreign minifters - £lt\^i%% 
In i794,'c«clufite rflK r ;^74t7«« 
Dcdua Parliamentary ;^4»5S7 
Contingent, not noWl i 197 
payable J ± ^^^^^ gg^gg^ 

M ■ ■ t 

^^42,916 



Auditors (f the Ifnprep. 
Average value of their incomes for 3 ycaii, indudin« ' 

Deputies, Clerks, &c. pi)pvious to the abolition of V ;£'44»<4l 
their employments, J 

Five Commiifi'incrs for auditing public '.amounts, 7 11,50© 

Clerks, Incidents, and aU -expenc^ 5 ' 

. . > i*'3M4» 

The late Auditors have ^^7000 a year each ;(aa ajcompenlation for tlkt 
emoluments of which they were deprived) during their lives. 

Sinecure Offiees in the Cuftoms. 
Vacant fince 1784. WU fallin is the PoOeflbrt dieb 

!No. 38 - ^"10,600 a year. No. 86 - £i^t^^$ a Tcar. 

• Vide Reports of Commiffioaen of Public Accoonta. 

Arrangement 
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ArraBgermnt cfExcife Opc€r4 in '1789^ I ' 

Tbere'wal tlifii s redu^Hbn of officefs aod'falaricB as follow : 
' ' ;- 'No. 765 - ' . ;(fi2J45aY^ar. ^ ' 

•*'A faving to the aborc amount was cflfeifted,notwithftanding 
the fafarics of the remainiA^bfficcts werccopfidcrabiy augment- 
edj^toput them more out of the reach of tempfatioti) an4 to 
enable them to live without 6eSi§ corrupt. ' An incrcafe of 
cfficctsneccfTarily took place Afirheu the -tebatco duty was put 
undcr^hc management of the Excifc. ' But thw'e arc ftill be- 
tween four and five hundred fewer officers than therti' wjere^rf 
1784, ahhou^h the amburit of the revenueis li^arlj a third' part 

more. * , 

• *• TKefe Wrc attafiual rcduftJorts,'* the benefit of which to 
the. Public is clear and apparent } bu]t there are other meafup^ 
of fti)^ more importance, whether cdnfidircd with relation to . 
the public purfe, or to the influence qf the Crown and its 
mintftcrs, particularly during War; andthereforc foconnefteit 
with the prefent queftion, sit to render fome allufion to thieitl 
not improper on the prefentocc^Gon. 

'* In the laft war, f rotri 177610 i783^inclufive, there were 
loans to the amount of £72,815,000 in money. Thefe loans 
were all of them fettled by a private bargain between the fub- 
fcribers and the minifter, and diftributed as he thought proper, 
without affording an opportunity for competition, and confe- 
(quently witliout taking the chance of obtaining the cheapeft 
terms for ihe Public. The profits to the fubfcribers were va- 
rious : During the firft three years they were very fmall, not 
however becaufe the bargatn was favourable to the Public, but 
becaufe the loans were diffaributed to perfons, many of whoi^ 
had not the means of making depofits \ which confequcntly led 
to large fums being carried fuddenly into the market, and the 
value being depreciated. The lofs to the Public however, 
from the want of competition, was equally mifchievous. From 
1778 ID 1782 inclufive, the premium in a few weeks after the 
opening (as foon, in (hort, as the market revived from the'de« 

{^reflion of the firft fales) fluduatedfrom 11 to 13^ per cent, 
t has been the uniform conduA of my Right Honourable 
Friend, in all the occafions of this nature, which have occurred 
fince be has been in adminiftration, to invite public conipe- 
tition. The agreement has always been made with the loweft^ 
bidders. Government have had notliing to da with the diftri* 
bution of the loan, and the fubfcribers have rec|:iyed only a 
moderate hanus in the prefent year^ hardly more than from 
one to two per cent. In th^view of the fubjed, it is an ex- 
tremely moderatq calculation, to fuppofe the bargains made 
under the new mode of difpofmg of the loan to the pcrfons 

T a who 



who fiiall ztuffMciUiing, hi ibe prefence of the goffenmr 
anddcouly gorcraor ol the Bank, oSor dit Wft tcfm* to be 
cfieAed, at the raieof s^ kift.6). j^ tcut^e^frnt to the ad* 
vaao^ of the PuUicdan OQfi^.^xild^ Oa. t;bat calculjition 
there u a CiTin|g on the loaoi cf ^fiit jear (amounting to ele? en 
minioo)of ^6b>e6pK " 

^Lotteries We Wmanv jfeiripaftauo been difpofed of in 
Cke nianneri to the hfgboft bidder, aadfirom that (burce a pro* 
fit hci$ been derived to ibel^tthlic of ^5,ookiL a jear» on the 
aveme of the la(t weight years. 

^Ine ufual profit on lotdniei in timeaof peaoe formcdfs when 
heated f6r'feparatefj,was 1*56,0001!' Ahadrantage ironi thta 
ibafce therefote hai been demed to thePuUic to the amoam 
of Jictoool. a year. 

'^ loans were howem not the only means minifteas had 
made nfe of in former wars« for the benefit of fuch individuala 
aslheychofe tofele£t ContraAs and commiiEon bufinelt 
were another fruitful iburce of faVour and influence. 

Inthelaftwartherewatpaidtoptrfoas? ^ 

under eontraft and wcommifflQli I A'7»"^»^®^ 
Of which on oomimffioq Ii>734f0po 



The Aims ^vA t6 J^eifont cxeiuUn^ 

the bufinefs on commiffion ' ^ 

^ppofing a profit of 5L par cent on the 1 



;f 4*388,000 
f j^i9o,oco 



rWMuning 4,3 So^oooL vhkh u.ft9n I , 19,000 

bably much below |he tmth J > -; 

^4i09»5oo 

which is ibmcthing more than 8O|0O0), a year on the a\^ragc, 
includfng the low years at the heginniryr of the w^r, cdnfc^ 
quehtly confiderably more at the end of it. 

" In addition to ail thcfe afiual faTiftgs and economical mca". 
iWcs, other important ad vai^t^geshave been fccurcd to the coun* 
try within the period alluded to, by the public etpendkujpe be* 
ijig leiTcned, to a degree extreme!/ difficult to calculate m time 
of war, under theprefeiH mode 01 auditing the public accounts, 

' In 178) there was money unaccounted ^ 
. fefy which had been iffued to principal 1 
and fttlnacoouatants within ao yews pie« | ^' 7 '»ooO|OQO 

feding, to thr amount of J 

Of 



Of vfhich xhatim^ fiace Ws& acccmtitcd 7 

And bdftncee ptid teotlic BxcbcqiMrl ' 

byaccotttitltotbe«fliousitdfittoretV^5 Soa,ooo,, ^ 

•* Unfortunately, in former period9» per fons were very fcldom 
^atle4 on to render accoaitts of fuifns, however large, ilTued to 
tbem : But if at any time they were^ or they chofe voluntarily 
to bring their accounts in, the cxsmination was of a nature en- 
tirely different in allrefpefis from the prefent pra&ice i .and 
ft ia peifedly certain^ thatif the accounts above refetred to, 
had Wn audited, while the accountants tkemfelves couldixave 
been^ made amenable, infinitely krtffr fums would necefFa- 
f ily have been recovered. It may alio be fairly infilled upon, 
withvol danger oi contradsE^ion, that the expcaices of the laft 
yf2x would l^ve been infinitely ihort of wha^ they were, if the 
.perfons to whom the money was ifiued, had been under an im- 
pieflion that they were to render a ftri£^ and immediate ac- 
count of the fame. 

<* In the war we now are engaged in, the accountants are 
awate, that immediately after i& fervice in which they are 
employed fhaU be oiver, they mufl not only deliver in a clear, 
difttndv and particular account, on oath, of every fum of 
money ifTued to chem $ bat that they will themfelves be fubjeft 
to a ttndt examination before the Auditors, if neceflary, re«* 
fpc^Hng every itnh therein. Added to which, there is this 
mamfeft advantage at prefent, that inftead of feveral ac« 
countants with the armies, moft of them military oiHcers, as 
in former wars, the expenditure is confined to one civil officer 
with each, on whom thefe are efie£hial and immediate checks^ 
the ftaff of the armies being thereby relieved from every thing 
^t cottld diftra^i their attention from their military duty, and 
a profufe expenditure guarded againft ; in mentioning which, 
it is but juftice to a gentleman^ who has the moft important 
charge of this nature, to fay, that he has, in the difcharge of 
every part of his duty, exceeded even the moft fanguine ev 
pedanon entertained of him by thofe who were beft acq^uainted 
with his UtiSt integrity, and with his abilities in the line in 
which he is employed; and that, as far as a judgment can be 
formed of the other commifTaries-'general from their condu£( 
hitherto, they are silfo likely to difcharge their feveral duties 
with great credit* to themfelves, and with infinite advantage to 
. the Public. 

^ Mr. Bronk WatToo, Comimilary-generai in F]anirct« 

5 JTA^ 
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lUeapiiulaiisn rfSmnngf.' * 

"Ihe C'roil Lift. 
Soppreffionof •£€£! -* •- ^ , ^ £^»2i6 

RcduAion of penfions, including even the paidi^mentary 1 
and contingent pcniions not now payable \ 37>'"* 

- ' ■' 



PuHic Revenue in War» .j. 

Hvchequfr offices "....- • £iCt^oo 

AuditoTs of the Imprcd -' *• - . - 32>70Q 

* Sinecure oiEces in coftoms .. - ... . ' - - io»6oo 

Arrangement of Exife offices * . > ^ - rfl,6co 

Loans •' •!.."-. '- . 660,000 

Contiads - • • - * ' . 50,000 

.... - /"yBii^oo 
Not reckoning any thing for the faving by the new mode- of 
• accounting. 

In'Peaee. " , ; ' - 

Excbeqjner offices - - ' ' - . ; f'£s*^^ 

Auditors of the I mpreft -^ - - 25,0^0 

Sinecure officers in cuiloms . ,- - • xc,6ca 

Excifc officers • - * • - j 2,000- 

Contrads • - r jo^coo* 

Lotteries - - - • • J 115,0^0^ 



^'172,600 



•* Having thus dated plainly, and without exaggeration, the. 
mcafures which have been adopted by Parliament, and by the 
Executive Government, in the courfc of the lafl ten or twelve 
years, as aflFefking the public economy and expenditure, tl.e 
Houfe will, by reverting to the ftatemeot* made, be able to 
draw a clear inference as to the effcfl likely to be produced by 
the influence of the Crown, about which much has been faid. 
in this and other debates lately. 

•* The appointment of two hundred and fixteen officers un4er 
hb Msjefty, with falaries to the amount of more than 6o,oool. 
a year, of which thirty-five were worth 500I. a ycar^ and up-" 
M'ards. 

• Wit! be 49,0001. 

f Wtll be much more when the Uflierand Chamberlain, falls ii^ 

^ Id tiaieot' war theft profits nM to be mixed with the I:oans. 

« For- 
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** Forbihrancc of gttinting petifibns to a certain extent, the 
amount of yjMth. is reduced in the laft ten years 37,0001. a 
year, although die Teftri^mi on granting tnem under the 
Civil Lift Aa ceafcd in i^^^. 

** The patronage of the offices of Auditors of the Imprefts, 
reverfions of whidi might have been granted, as both were 
open, 

**Thhty-eight offices in the Cuftoms, from lool. to i,2ool.m 
year each, now adualljr vacant, amounting on the whole to 
io,6ool. a year, and the patronage of cightv-fix'more, to the 
amount of 38,400!. as they fhall falUn. Thefc were placed 
executed by deputy, and cpnfequently (inecures in the llri£left 
feiife, which were ufually given to the relations, private 
friends, or political dependents of former minifters. Thd 
ftibmitting to Parliament an A& for the pofitive abolition of 
thefe, has been deferred only from the confideration brin^ 
much conneded with the fuppreffion or regulation of fees ia 
the Cuftoms; -on which fubjedt, notwithftanding the utmoft 
pains and indoftry, na fatiafajJtory fyftem* has yet been di- 
gefted. But the benefit to the Public, and the redu£kioa of 
patronage, have not been poftponed, becaufe (as I have al- 
ready mentioned) the offices which hare become vacant have 
not been filled up. 

** Excifc Officers to a certain amount in number aild valoCf 
on which, hovtrever, it is not meant to dwell, becaufe Uttle 
influence could at any time have arifen fronTthat department, 
the patronage, fuch as it isj refting with the Coramiflioners. 
' '* Loans and lotteries afforded powerful means of influence, 
which muft be obvious to every one, efpecially to thofe who 
recalled the pra£iices in laft wafr, fo frequently animadverted 
tipon in this Houfe^i Contta£l$ and commiflions were not 
Mt irnpottattt in furnfiffaing .opportunities of conferring fa- 
vours, and they were at leaft as mtfchievous in their confe^ 
quences as loan's. Thefe ate alfo put an end to entirely, by 
.an arrangetpent lately made, -under i^hich the CommiiTioiters 
of the V lAualling pufCteife every article of provifion for the 
garrifotis^ forces, and iettlements abroad ; and the Commtf- 
fioners o! the Navy procure oiber ftprcs, and take up tran(^ 
ports, &c. . • ' 

** There docs not now exift a firtglc beneficial contraft for the 
fervice or' f|>pply of tile armies; and the only civil appoint- 
ments are Commiflary General ind Commiflary of Accounts 
with eadl {wlili deputies and afliftants under them), who are 
teftrifted frMri deriving thefmalleft advantage whatever from 
tbeir fituacloiis beyond their fixed pay. • « 

" The only remaining falutary mcafure which can (with a 
Yiew to economy and preventing abufes) be thought of^ will be 

ever 
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▼ety ih<m]f fubmitted lo this Houfe. It xtfpedt liie futui« 
znanagement of the land revenue of the Cnywii)* and win put 
ai) end to the influence heretofore derived fimn beftowing be* 
neficial grants or leafes, at the fame time that it will fecure a 
gftat improvement in th<ct property. It is but jiift, however, 
to obferve, that the prefeat minifter had witliheld all grants 
and Icafes for many years, till the reftridlivc arrangement 
fliottid take efied } and that in this inftance aUb, the reduc* 
tion of the means of patronage has not been poftponed, al« 
tbott^ the formation of the (yftem to be prc^fed to Parlia* 
ment necefiarily waited the refult of a long and laborious: 
ioveftigation. 

^ If thp Houfe ihouid be impreifed with the im^tant advan^ 
tages aniing from meaCures already takeny it muft be for their 
confid^ration bow far it may be proper to adopt thofe now 
prdpdfcdt wbieb would annihilate the few remaioiag finecurea 
held by perfons tn-poflcflioa of- official employments, an4 
greatly reduce the latter by whomfoevet held. It is wkh ^ 
view of affifting that deltberadon) tbatt called^upon aa I wasj 
I liavc troubled the Houfe with a detaU of the economical re-* 

Eiations which have been made fubfequent to Parliament 
ving« after long and attentive inveftxgatioii, fan^Uoned thf 
leaving certain finecure offices as juft rewards either for per« 
fons themfelves who fliould deferva well of the PuUlc, or for 
their families. The point was fuUy cBfcuiJed when the Lcgi&i . 
lature palled the A€t for regulating the offices ia the Excbe* 
quer already alluded to^i ^^ at a later period, die Houfe 
of Commons proceeded on the fame principle in t efcrving to 
the Regent a power to provide in that manner for any penon 
who ihouid take the office of Lord Chancellor. And not* 
withftanding the great difierenoe of opinion at that tin^ on 
moft political qudUoasy this ftofoCik waa univerlally api* 
proved. 

*^ It will perhjtpsy howeveVf be contended, that abufes inbe^ 
ftowing finecure places may juftify the eaercife <^ the difcte* 
tion and controul, admitted, in the oourfe of thefe obfcrvationsi 
to belong to Parliament ; with a view to which, it will be 
right to refer to the exifting grants of that natfre* One office 
of this nature is held \yj a Right Hon.' Gentleman neat me, om 
which if it is iteceflarv that any thing (hoold be faid» I feel 
that I am the laft perion who can with propriety dweU upon 
it. I iball, therefore, pafs that by altogether. 

<< In the Exchequer the belt office has beep eivmtoaNoUe 
Lord, whofe merits with his country are far above anypraife 
I can bellow on them. To this Houfe it cannot be noecmry tt 

♦ In if$j. 



fay iMich fh jiiftkt to bis cbaraAery Mthe Kobl€ Locd }uu>t«^ 
ceure^idR iiiieq«iti^0cal proof of its good opinion, in being fe* 
iefb^kope-to fill oiieof tbe moft honourable ficualions afubjed; 
of tbi» country coukl be placed in ; which circttoiftances of si 
pabKc nature alone could have induced him to qntt) in order 
to accep^r anoriier of unremitting labcur and attention. Whal» 
erer in other refpeds may bis the diScvence of opinion between 
political -parties, yet on his abiiilieS) hi» kiiegrity, oa hit in- 
defiitfigabie perfereranc^ in the important and difficuh duties 
of his employment, there are not, I beliere, two opinions i» 
the Houfis, or in the country* In mentioning this it is right 
ac ^e fame time to obferve, that the Noble Lord will derivo 
no addition to hts income from the appoimment fo long as hft 
fliall continue Secretary of State, 

** The lecond office in point of value is held by a moft re* 
fpeAable Gentleman % who had great public morks^ and on 
whom a penfion had yery defervedly been beftowed for his 
zStm public fervicesy as well as to compenfate him for lofles 
and difappointmeots in his profeflion. The giving the office 
therefcKe^ in lieu of that« con&ld not but be right. 

^^ Of the Tellers employments one is held by a jMobfe Mar- 
quis f 9 given in reverfion to him for the very long and eminent 
fervices of his fsther:^ : Another by a NoUe Lord of eminent 
abilities^ granted to him long after he had accepted the Great 
Scad, as a provision when he {hould retire ; and the remaioing 
two arc poilttffird by fons oi former Chancellors. 

* Of the fewremaining fineeures, almoft all might be juftified 
on the fame ground. Alhifions had, however, been made to 
diofe held I7 myfelf, in fo pointed and particular a numnor, 
by the Gentleman who fpoke laft^ as to juftify, I hoped, my^ 
taking up a little of its time feparately on that fubjed. When 
I aooepted, feveral years ago, the Secretaryfbip of the Trea« 
fury, I made no condition or ftipulation whatever, although I 
gave up a cohfidcrabJe income to take an employraent which 
I certainly did not feek. On quitting it in ji few months, I 
had no tmrnediate provifion, or a very near pprofpedl of ope^ 
which induced my Right Hon. Friend, when I returned to it« 
, to fefze the firft opportunity of giving me, in a manner which 
added iniinitely to. the favour conterred, a finecure in the 
Court of Exchequer of too trifting a value to have attraded 
attention in almoft any other cafe. With refped to the otheiT 
patent office I held» the manner of its being beftowed was 
nigfaiy flattering and honourable to me, as i was origmally 

■P OaL Bini^ ■ ■ f Lord Buckingham, 
t The lats Mr. Gcsrge Grenvillc, 
VQl^ja. U brought 
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hroaght under his Majefty's notice, as dcferving his hmna 
with a view to this omce* by an Addrefs of the other Houfe 
of Pariiamenti in confequence of. having been employed la- 
horioufly in their fcrvice many years before) I came firft into 
t^ Treafury ; and, I am perfuaded, there would not have 
been a comment on it, if I had not fince been placed in a po- 
litical fituation. The Houfe is now fully informed how I 
became poflefled of thofe employments, the number and value 
of whicn have been fo much exaggerated in this debate, as 
well as out of doors. 

** I trail I have made it appear to the fattsfadrion of the 
Houfe, that great reforms have been already efie&ed. I am 
myfelf perfeSly convinced, that it is hardly poflible for them 
to be carried further j and that nothing eflential, or of import- 
ance, remains to be done. And an opinion prevails ptettj 
generally, that in the cafe of patent offices the emoluments 
are as facre4 as any other fpecies of property* in which cafe it 
will remain only to be confidered, whether the falaries of ef- 
ficient officers are too high in propoition to the labour and 
refponfibility attached to mem ; otherwife there feems no rea- 
(bn why they fliould be taxed in preference to any other fpecies 
of income. And if the principle now laid down (hould be 
adopted, a tax might as well be levied on. the profits of a 
theatre, or of a man who carried a fhew about on his back, 
as on the fair and moderate falary of a man in a public em- 
ployment. It feems clear that the income of a Gentleman, 
who may devote his abilities and his beft application to the 
fervice of the Public, (hould, if he is not over-paid, be as fafe 
from further taxes (paying in moft cafes a fourth of it already) 
as the profits gained in the feveral profeffions of the law, 
phyfic, &c. efpecially in times of difficulty, when the labour 
and refponfibility of perfons in arduous fituations are increafed. 
Nor (if the meafure is confidered on the ground of policy) 
does it feem to be wife to create a tempution to perfons in 
offices to put a hafty and improviiient end to a juft and.necef- 
fary war, oy retducing their incomes during the continuance of 
it, any more than to leave an inducement for the carrying on 
a conteft improvidently, by allowing higher incomes in war 
than in peace> although it is not likely that thofe who now fill 
the departments of Government, or thofe who may fucceed 
them, will be influenced bv fuch motives. 

^ I will only obferve furtner, that the Hon. Gentleman who 
brought forward the prefen^ quedion, was entirely miftaken 
in fuppofing that I looked angry when he talked of a perfon 
accumulating finecures and penfions. His motion could not 
excite cither refentment or anger in my mind. And it oc* 

curred 
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coRcd to me, that he might refet to a Right Hon. Gentlemab 
near him, who, I believed, had as many finecures and peiH 
fioQS as any mail in this country *• * 

Mr* Fox admitted that he did hold a finecure place, but 
not more. He was, ^ acknowledged, one year Clerk of the 
Pells in Ireland % and, in accommodation to the Government 
there, upon an improvident bargain, he gave it up, and 
anccepted a penfion in lieu of it, divided into two parts; but 
wliy it was called two places he did not comprehend. The 
place had not been granted to him, but was given by King 
George the Second to his father, for fervices done to Govern- 
ment : It was enjoyed by his father, afterwards by his brother^ 
and then it devolved to him as part of his inheritance. 

^r* Fox proceeded to ftate his opinion as to the motion^ 
which, he faid, was difierent from that of his Hon. Friendf 
iiowever he might agree with him in the neceffity of adopting 
fucb a plan at the prefent unfortunate j unsure. He thought 
the motion applicable to the times, and therefore he ihould 
fopport it. The facrednefs of property was to be determined 
by a general view of what nnght be confidered property,* and 
not by any degrees. PenGons and finecures held by patent 
were as much property as any other pofTeffion % and the prin- 
ciple oif property was to facred, that no argument of degree 
could for a moment be admitted as ground for trenching upon 
it. Where his Majefty had a right to grant a place for life, 
minifters might be made to anfwer for giving it to an improper 
perfon; but the grant, if legally made, was good, Avery 
large proportion of the property of the kingdom would be 
found in the fame predicament, particularly that of a Noble 
Relation of his (the Duke of Richmond) and feveral others, 
none of which, it would be thought, could be invaded ; and 
if they were to look into the grants of the Crown, the greateft 
part of the landed property of the kingdom would be found 
refting on that fecurity. For this reafon, if the Bill fhould 
ever go to a Committee, he (hould ezprefslv be for exempting 
all finecure places granted for a term ot years, becaufe he 
would not allow an infrinsenient on property in the firft in« 
ftance. Principiis ^a. lie did not thinks however, when 
minifters were attempting to raife fupplies in a new and un- 
conftitutional manner, that it was unbecoming in any Mem- 
ber of that Houfe to call on perfons holding great offices and 

* This was explained to allude to Mr. Fox» as holding the Receiver- 
ihip of Wales by pattnt, and two peafions, one of loool. and another of 
7ool« a >ear» for tnirty years, in lieu of two fcparate and diftiuA offices 
ill Ireland, which be rcfigned ia 1775 to Lord North* 

U % places 
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placet under the Crown, to fliew their zeal by a vidiintary for- 
fttukr of fome of their c»fficial emoluments. 

Gentlemen, who would give^themiehres the tronble to in* 
firftigate, would fee that the propriety of the Bill propofed 
srofe irom the new mode of raifing fuppiies by way ctf fub- 
feription. When minifters went out of the legal road for 
flieans to fopport the n>eafure8 neceflary to the war» and jufV 
lilied their doing fo on the principle that it animated the peo- 
ple, and excited zeal in tne cauie, it furely could not be 
deemed inexpedient to call on thoic £or aid whafe bufinefs it 
peculiarly was to manifeft zeal, and eicert every cibrt ia the 
aiaintenauce of the war. 

Mr. Foz faid, he ihould not take any notice, beoau&.it had 
been fo fully anfwered already, of the monftrous propofition 
made by a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke), that the 
Crown waa to he the fole judge of the merits that called for 
tcward,or the quantity of reward that was to be faeftowed*. If 
the propofition itfelf, which the motion before the Hoofe 
ftatttd, had been brought forward d«ring a time of .peace, he 
fliould have bis doubts how far 'it would be expedient; but» 
under (he exifttng circumftances, he confidered it a.fsdr and 
prudent meafure, as tendings in common with the fubfcrip* 
tions which have been promoted, to evince the aeal of the 
objeAs of it in common with ihereft of the kingdom. 

The condud of the two Secretaries of State fumiibed him 
with an additional argument in favour of the meafure. He 
did not mean to fay, m refpeft to the one, that 4000I. a-year, 
as Treafurer of the Navy, was too large a recompence for his 
fervices, in addition to his place of Secretary of State ; but he 
himfelf had admitted the principle, when he fairly rsfolved 
not to take the falary but of one, and not of both places. In 
like manner, with regard to the other M<Ale Secretary, who 
had relinquiflied his falary as Auditor of the Exchequer. But 
if they tnus relinquifli fuch confiderable fabries, what be- 
comes of them i Why (hould they not be applied \q the benefit 
ef the Public i The fa£l was, that the whole tranfa£tion was 
nothing better than a manoeuvre,, and inftead of benefiting the 
Public, the amount of thofe places reverted back to the Civil 
Lift] which was a mode of adding to the Civil Lift without the 
confent of Parliament, and all that was dins faved to the Civil 
Lift became the means of es^tending the influence of the Crown 
in the hands of the minifters o? the day, which influence, 
upon a comparifon with what it was in 1782, wouId« he be* 
iteved, be found to be much incrcafed. Thus the Public were, 
deceived with the appearance of faring, and confequent be- 
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nefit, when, in fa£bt the Pablic gained no more dian thcf 
would have gained if thofe falaries went to their original deu 
tuiation. He was decidedly of opinion, that, upon the whole, 
the efficient offices of the country were not paid over-muoh, 
and that what they got might be neceflary to their fupportor 
reward. 

With refpe^i) however, to certain great officers, fuch aa 
Firft Lord of the Trcafury, the two Secretaries of State, &c. 
&c, it was to be remembered, that when tl^ prefent Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was formerly in power, one of the lad 
a£b of that Admin illratiou was to record a minute in the 
Treafury office, that in future thofe offices were to be reduced 
in their falaries ; the firft to 5000I. a year ; the two fecond to 
45001. each.' It was true, that when he (Mr. Fox) came into 
office, Adminiftration, not thtnking that principle a wife one, 
did not adhere to it ; and upon their going out, and. the Right 
Hon. Gentleman again coming into place, it (hould appear 
that he alfo thought better of it, becaufe he did not think pn>^ 
per to return to his former ragulation. By what they did upoa 
that occa&m, however, they left, as it were, their lait dying. 
9£t upon record in favour of the redu£tion. 
• With regard to the «iice calculations of the redu£lton of in-i 
luence by means of the reformation boafted by the Hon. Gen* 
tleman (Mr. Rofe) to have been efFeflcd in the Treafury^ 
although the queftion was not properly before them, he would 
put it on its proper footing, and then fee how it (lood. The 
advantages to be hoped from fuch a reform were founded on 
principles not (b much of economy as of influence. This 
being the cafe, he defired the Houfe to compare the influence 
before with the influence as it exifted at prefent ; and though 
Great Britain and Ireland were more diftin^i than formerly in 
ibme inftances, that man, he faid, knew but little, who did 
not know that the inftuence of the Crown then extended itfelf 
to Ireland, and it could not be denied that influence in either 
kingdom ferved mutually to ftrengthen the bands of A<Imi- 
niftration. 

The fituation of India, likewife, with rcfpcft to the fubje£k 
of influence, would be found another fplendid exception to 
the Gentleman's propofitiou. There were fome general topicsy 
ihat applied to the prefent queftion, which he could not avoid 
taking notice of. One Gentleman had aflerted the flourifliing 
ftate of this country. This was a language which muft be; 
eonfidered as liarfii and grating to the ears of thofe who were 
labouring under the burdens occasioned by the prefent fingular 
^oncuffion of events. It waj doubly infulting, as coming 
conne£bed with a Budget, which added 9001O00I. freih taxes 
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upon the fubjcfl;. Was it in that addition of taxes that the people 
were to look for the proofs of the flourifhing (late of our af«» 
fairs ? except perhaps in their ability of bearing fuch an in-! 
creafe of burden. It might poffibly be faid, that fome of this 
burden was of a nature in itfelf beneficial, as containing regu- 
lations highly falutary. This might be true with regard to 
ipirits} there, however, if the benefit wks certain, the tax 
muft be as certainly inefficient ; and fo vice ver/a^ if it fliould 
be productive by the quantity confumed, what became of the 
benefit to the lower orders ? Allowing however, for the mo- 
ment, that this regulation was generaUy beneficial, was even 
that plea of benefit applicable to the others ? The increafe, for 
inftance, on fugars ; what could ft be called, but completely 
burdenfome upon even the loweft orders, where tea, from 
habit, was to be confidered among the abfolute necefiaries of 
life ? It had been likewife ftated, that our commerce was in a 
flourifhing date: How was that to be proved ? Not by a com- 
parifon between the prefent and former wars (although even 
there the argument would fail, the laft war perhaps alone ex- 
cepted), but by taking our Situation in the prefent war, as 
compared with the years of peace immediately preceding, to- 
other with the fimllar analogy in former wars. In this true 
way of confidering this fubjetl, he was lorry to fay, we ihouid 
find no caufe of triumph* 

Hie ftate of manufa£lures was likewife made a ground of 
exultation j and it was aflerted, that Norwich was conftantlr 
lugged in as an exception to the aflertion. In point of faft 
this was not true; but if it were, the reafon was obvious, be- 
caufe Norwich had been a principal vtftim to the baneful ef- 
fc£ls of the war. It was not, however, to that place alone 
that they were confined : Look throughout Torkihire and 
Lancafliire, and will it be denied that diitrefs, the moft poig- 
nant, reigns univerfally through thofe manufacturing oounties ? 
Whether this diftrefs was fairly owing to the war or not, ic 
certainly was not decent to ftate them as if they were in a very 
flourifhing fituation. 

With refpe£b to the difpofition of the various places in tlie 
gift of the Crown, Mr. Fox faid, he did not mean to queftion 
the propriety of any individual gift, but fliould content him- 
felf with observing, that the whole adminiftration muft be of 
the moft meritorious defcription to deferve, in any degree, the 
accumulation of places with which they have been loaded. 
He agreed, that when a minifter ferves his country, with the 
approbation of the King and that Houfe, (indeed the latter 
was wanting in one folitary inft&nce, which he hoped never to 
fee repeated,) it was highly fitting that his labours ihould be 
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damply and liberally rewarded; and it was upon this principle 
that he had in fome degree oppofed a Bill formerly brought In 
by Lord John Cavendiih, for abolifliing the orlices of the 
Tellers of the Exchequer, becaufe he conceived it but reafon- 
able, and beneficial to the true interefts of the country) that 
the Crown (hould have it in its power to reward fuch oi its 
fervants as ihould ferve with ability and fidelity ; but when war 
preiTed on us with all its train of difEculties, when all parts of 
the country were called upon^ alxnoft with threats, to fubfcribe 
towards defraying the expences, he thought it reafonable that 
thofe who involved the country in fuch difEculties, and who 
were the firft to call upon the people individually for fupport, 
fliould themfelves begin, by fetting the example which they 
wiihed to be followed. 

In like manner too, he was of opinion, that the charges 
attending the carrying on of our government were not inor- 
dinately expenfive, becaufe though compared with fome they 
might appear large, yet, taking the whole of human affairs and 
human reafoning with us, they would be found as reafonable 
as could be expe£led. It was not neverthelefs an argument, 
that, becaufe perfeftion was not attainable, it was not to be 
attempted % in driving to leflen fome of the evils, a great deal 
of good was to be attained } in ftriving to lefTen fome of the 
expences, much benefit was to be derived. 

It had been faid, that the prefent mode of negociating loans 
was likely, in time of war, to fave 500,ocol. ror the Public j 
k ihould however be remembered, that this mode, promifin? 
as it might be, had been tried for only two years ; and, thougn 
it had been fuccefsful in the laft, it had led, in the firft, to a 
very improvident and difadvantageous bargain. To repeat the 
names of thofe who would have given better terms, would be 
only to mention fome of the moft refpeflable inhabitants 
• of thb metropolis. Confols, it was certain, would have 
been taken by thefc pcrfons at 75, inftead of 72, the price 
given. 

For the reafons which he had ftated he (hould vote for bring- 
ing in the prefent Bill ; and, left the Bill might never reach 
a Committee, he would take that opportunity of declaring 
what regixlations he ihould think it right to propofe if it were 
in a Committee. He (hould think it but juft to exernpt every 
place in which any legal intereft could be eftabliftied. As 
to the reft, he (hould propofe to examine them office by ofiice, 
and determine upon dieir individual merits, how much (hould 
be taken from each. In this view only he could agree to the 
Bill, as thereby it would be founded in fome degree on pre« 
cedent, and as being at this time rendered peculiarly necefTary 
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from (lie drctamft^ncc of the fubfcrtpttons fet on foot. He 
deckured he was himfelf much attached to old prafticesy but^ 
if driven to it» he muft apply to;iew remedies. 

Mr. Fox faid he could not conclude without doing fome 
juftice to his feelings by taking notice of fome exprei&ons 
which had fallen from a Gentteman relative to the propertv 
made by his father^ as Pay^mafter of the f orces^ coupled with 
a ftatement.of the immenfe deficiencies which remained on* 
accounted for in the Pay-Office. He appealed to the Houfe 
whether it was fair and candid to unite thefe two circmn* 
ftances together, fo as to make them appear conne£ted> with- 
out ftating one folid ground for any thing like ferrous accu«> 
fation. If the Hon. Member me:|nt fuch inGnoation, be 
would reply>that it was not founded in h(^^ and he would defw 
kirn to the proofs but he did not believe he meant any foch 
thing. Hz ought however to have confidered how deeply he 
wounded the feelings of a Gentleman by fuch infinoattons. 
The fa^ was certainly true tha.t his father had made a large 
fortune^ it was as true that great and unaccounted deficiencies 
exifled in his odice ; bat it was equally true that fuch defici^n-* 
cies were as great and as unfettled under former pay-mafters as 
under him^ and with as little caufe of imputation or perfonal 
blame. Of a difpoiition generous beyond fufpicion> it was 
cafy for him to expofe himfelf to impoiition. The cafe of 
Lord Chatham himfelf w^s a proof that, accounts might be 
long out-(landing> without any difinclination to have them ad<^ 
jufted» Without taking any odenfible part in the difcuHioii 
of the accounts. Mr. Fox faid, he certainly hid feen the reports 
en the fubje£^ ; by thofe reports he called upon Gentlemen to 
judge, and dt fired them not to be led away byinfifmationS}- 
which he again challenged any man to vindicate or .fub^ " 
ftantiate. 

Mr, Rofe declared that he did not mean any thing peribhaL 
He faid) he (hould be forry, if he had inadvertently made ufo 
of words, which might be luppofcd to convey a meaning, that 
it was far frc m his intention to fuggefl. What he me-vit wasy 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) held one finecure 
plaoe> and two pen (ions, in lieu of two employments. Tha£ 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was not then in poficf&on of them,- 
iie would admit. 

Thi Chancflior of the Exchequer faid, he ought to apblogifo 
for rifing to trouble the Houle ; he was, therefore, happy in 
the conlcioufoefs, that he had many reafons to relieve him 
from the nccelTuy of long difcuilion : One, in particular, was, 
that, after liftening attentively to the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
fpoke laHbutonC) be found it fcarcely poi&ble to add to the ar-» 
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guments ^viiich the Right Hon. Grcatknian had ui^d againft 
the Motion. The only remarksf therefore, he had to take up 
the time of the Houfe with, or that he thought it at all necei* 
faiy for him to ofier, were in anfwer to the fmaU part of the 
Right Honoorable G^ndeman's ipeech which went in farour 
of the motion, rfo liiis end it would be tieceflary for him to 
premife with precifion the real obje£ls of the motion, which 
. were threefold, tiis, to tax, in different propordons, all jrfaces of 
a certain defcripttoh, of whatever value, and all finecures of 
all ^iefcripdons, and every value^ together with all peniions 
and efficient places above a certain value. As to the moft im- 
portant and greateft of the direc^ the R^ht Hon. Gentleman 
iiad himfelf admitted that they were legal grants, and had 
declared that he was againft taxing them in any proportion 
whatever. In this, he laid, he entirely agreed with him-, for» 
as a queftion of property, it mud be decided on principles of 
general right. This was, in his opinion, a truth of pradHcal 
and univerfal importance to all property and all rights, and 
muft be, in eyery inftance, decided fo, unlefs arguments of 
the ilrongeft and moft unanfwerable kind were fpecifically of- 
fered againft it. 

*"VVxtn regard to efficient places, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had given his decided opinion, that they were neither 
under nor over paid, but nearly as they ought to be. If 
this then was the cafe of efficient places, as regarding them in 
the oidinary duties in time of peace, the Houfe muft at a 
^ance, fee how unjuft it would be to diminiih that pay, and 
tax them in time of war, when their duties were neceflarily 
increafed* 

He found it difficult to determine whether the Right Hon. 
Gentleman was for or againft the next poiflt that he had no-> 
ticed, becaufe the arguments he had ufed applied to both fides^ 
bat, if fairly balanced, were, he thought, againft it. Indeed^ 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had faid, that the current 
of his own opinion, and the beft of his judgment, was againft 
the motion} though the Right Hon. Gentleman had declared, 
that it was not ftrong enough to prevent him from giving his 
vcSce in favour of it. In bis opinion, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer iaid, theRight Hon. Gentleman would have given 
a much jnore efficient fupport to his Friend's motion by a 
filent vote, than by the long fpeech he had made. It evidently 
appeared, tSiat die principal ground on which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had built his dci'ence of the motion, was raifing 
voluntary fobfcriptions. Here he begged that the Houfe 
would takealoag with them die fingular nature of tlie Right 
Hon. Gentleman's argument; it amounted eflbntially to tins; 
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*^ That the Ri^t Hon. Gentleman would fnppoit a mcafuiv^ 
of which he exprefled his difiipprobation to-dayi merely bb- 
caufe another meafure had been carried againft his opinion j^ 
terday } and would balance the impropriety of rainng yolutf- 
tary contributions in the firft inftance, by compelling contri- 
butions in the fecond." 

The arguments ufed againft voluntary fubfcriptions, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, were dire£Uy oppofite lo 
thefe urged in favour of the motion, and on the prefent oc** 
cafion Gentlemen on the other fide a£ted againft their own 
principles) and had, in the courfe of the debate, misftated the 
grounds on which he had argued in fupport of voluntary con** 
tributions on the laft night ; a moment's recolle£Hon would 
furely fenre to convince Gentlemen, that he had contended^ 
that they would be not only a proof of the zeal of the country 
in the fupport of the prefent war, but the means of producing 
that laudable zeal. The prefent nolotion reminded him of 
an expreffion ufed by the French, that they had atnalgamaUd^ 
forced^ and voluntary contributions : In like manner the Gentle- 
men in oppofition, at the fame time that they oppofed volun- 
tary fubfcriptions, wiihed to/ make placemen come forward 
with an ofier of a part of their incomes. He conceived, that 
if the Members in oppofition wiihed to fet an example to the 
people, they might have done it more efieCtually by manifeft* 
ing the public fpirit they fo much boafted of, in their fevemt 
counties; but the forcing of placemen to contribute was fi* 
terally making an example of them* Thus it feemed that the 
voluntary contributions of placemen in their feveral counties 
was not fufBcient, but tliis atnalgamating meafure muft compel 
them to contribute. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer entered into an ample 
explanation of the motives which guided the two Rig^t Hon. 
Secretaries of State, in throwing their rejefbed (alaries into 
the Civil lift. He faid, that the mafked battery of anony** 
mous publications had long played upon his Right Hoif. 
Friend ( Mr. Dundas) with the artillery of plurality of places. He 
had hoped, that *< the plurality of labours without its at- 
tendant, plurality of emoluments," would have filenced that 
battery, but unfortunately, he found it otherwife. He would 
therefore endeavour to put an end to cavil, by faying, that two 
confiderations led him to that diftribution. 

After Mr. Burke's Bill had pafled, the Civil Lift was barely 
fufiicient for the necefiary expenditure, which had fince in- 
creafcd from the neceflity of providing for the younger branches 
•f the Royal Family; from the neceStty of increafing the al" 
lowance to ambaffadoisy which bad formerly been inadequate, 
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and from Other known caufes; fo that if there had nor hap- 
pmed to ha?e been a ful>fequent reduAion of the Penfion Lift^ 
and an abolition of the fakries of fome places) the Civil Lift 
would have been infufficie'nt for its puri)ofes» and there - mud 
have been an application to Parliament for afliftance; therefore 
it amounted to the iame thing, whether the (alaries which the 
two Secretaries of State gave up went immediately to the 
Civil Lifti or were accounted for in that Houfe. Eight or ten-' 
tboufand pounds per annum given to the difpofalof theCrown^ 
in addition, was not a fubje£l of alarm ; becaufe by the re* 
dnflion of the Civil Lift, by Mr. Burke's Bill, all danger of too 
great an influence had been eiFeftually done away, only Aiffi* 
cient being left for carrying on the bufinefs of the nation. He 
granted that all refom^of a meritorious nature, had not been 
carried into effisA by the prefentAdminiftration,and every man, 
competent to judge of the variety of important political 
events 'that had taken placCi within thefe few years paft, and 
to weigh their confequencest muft know that they had enough 
upon their hands to engage their immediate attention. But 
he infifted that, with regard to loans, they were more ad- 
vantageoufly negotiated at prefent than during the American 
war ; by the prefent mode, there was neither the fame danger 
of influence, nor the fame temptation to unfair dealing, in 
the members of adiAiniftration. if finecure places were abo-* 
lifhed, if the emoluments of efficient places were too great, 
the abolition of one, or redu£lion of the other, (Iiould not be 
merely temporary, but permanent; otherwife the meafure 
would be nugatory, and beneath die dignity of Parliament, 
'Hie redu£kion of the falarles of efficient places, would, at this 
time, when the labour was increafed, be particularly impro* 
per. With regard to the emoluments of the places which he 
held through the bounty pf the Prince whom he ferved, he 
would not attempt fo indecent and improper a tafk, as to difcufa 
the queftion whether they were or were not difproportioned 
to his merits; the Public might judge for themielves. He 
dwelt particularly on the prefent flourifliing ftate of the 
country, which he afierted was, comparatively fpeaking, bet- 
ter than we had a right to expert, all circumftances con-» 
fidered. 

As to the other things which Jiad been argued, he would 
fincerely fay, he did not know how to clafs them under any 
head of argument to the point in queftion, being all uncon^ 
ne£led defultory anfwers to fuggeftions which had fallen from 
his Hon. Friend (Mr. Rofe). The fiiggeftions, indeed, ap- 
plied to the cafe, but the Right Hon. GentWman's anfwers 
did not. . Tho rcirenchmen^d which had t^k^a place m the 
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not, he faid, intended fo much for a f3Arin|, as to deereafe di0 
ihflaence of the Crown. They were not to much a fyilem of 
practical economy aa of pra^ical reform, 

If the aim of the prefent motion were a diminution of the 
intuence of the Crown, it muft, from iia very (tru£luTef fall 
flbort of that en<t To effe^ a diminution of the iaflueilce ef 
the Crown, the manner Ihould be fyilematic and pero^sldefity 
^nd ihould not profefs regulation apd reform, 'waen it ooif 
meant temporary (upply. 

The qucftion, he f^id, refolved Itfelf into this, <^ 1$ the 
meafure propofed, a mode of fupply unex(5eptionable in itfelf^ 
and unqueftionable in i^seffedtsr' To this be could not ho 
fuppofed to give his ailent, when it had boen already aUoweds 
by its chief fupporter, to be defedive andnugatoi^i nvAii 
modified, as the Right Hon. Gentleman had faid hewifli^it 
to be, would be fo iutUe, that it would be unworthy Ibe digoityy 
the honour, and the fincerity of Parliament to entertain it 9 
becaufc it held out falfe principles, and went to mark out, with 
an exclufive tax, a body of tnen who merited, a very different 
diftin^lion and very different treatment. 

Great pains had been taken to (hew that the country was not 
in a flourifliing ftate ; eonunerce, it was true, had received a 
rude (hock, but that (hock was to be attributed to the great 
extent of fpeculation in trade, and tlie fubfequent (bskgnation 
pf credit ; ftill however, at no former period, in fimUar cic- 
cumftances of war, were we in fuch a flouri(hing ftate. In 
proof q{ this pofitioEi, he mentioned a vote, which, he faid, 
he intended to propofe the next day in the Committee of 
Supply, viz. That from the revenue of U(t year, there was 
z furplus of two hundred and thirty thoufand pounds for Ac 
ferv^ce of the prefent. He made this digrelTion from the 
queftion, that the people of the country ihould not he dif*- 
couraged by the prefent motion, or led to think we had not 
ample means to profccute this neceffary imr. If, in the pro* 
' feciition of it, there could not be any means adopted for 
the diminution of the national debt, no blame could attach 
to liim on that account. He could not hold out any hope of 
reducing it within the bounds within which it was at the com- 
Inencemcnt of the war, but ht hoped' that the faving, which 
had been made in the feafon of a ten yeard peace, would be a 
fuiHcIency for the profccution of the war. 

Whatever the drift of the motion ttfelf might be, the drift of 
the difcufliohs on it, he (aid, was manifeft ; namely, to difpirit 
and difcourage the Public, and damp their 2eal in the war. 
He faid this becaufc it was his duty to fay it; for he would not 
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tamely fufier dtffic;ttldes, either vifionary^ and ahogetber 
gc^imdkts^ or ftated wich fome artful defign, to be thrown in 
the way of th^ wari or of the exertions of the executive go* 
vefnmcnt* 

• . Mr. SifcriJafif in explanation, faid^that his arguments bad 
been miftated by Mr. Rofe, for they went merely to induce 
the placemen to Aipjport the motion^ He took notice of aa 
ciiferyatioD of an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Rofe), which he 
(hould not have known to be intended for wit^ if the fu* 

Srior tafte of the Gentlemen on the other fide had not in<* 
ined him by their applaufes. The Hon. Gentleman haA 
once made tliat obfervation before, and in the fame neat, terfe^ 
<^flical language, that he had now expreffcd it. Another 
G^atleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had, on a for- 
mer occafion, taken the fame liberty : He truilcd it would be 
ihe kft time that there would be any fuch unpaf li^mcntary al- 
luQon to the {itu^tiop, circumftanccs, pirofefiion, or occupation 
of any Gentkman in that Houfe. He acknowledged that the 
wJboIe of his.property lay in the Theatre. Had he pofTeiTed 
cy|ual abilities, or been equally fortunate, perhaps he might 
have boflfted of fomething fimilar to that more fubftantial and 
icfCure incon^eijenj^yed by the Hon. Gentleman. 

Mr» Burke^ in explanation, entering upon a difcuflion of his 
opinions refpe<Sting the power of the Houfe of Commons to 
controul the expenditureof the money which it voted, — was 
called to order. 

Thi Speaker faiid, if the Right Hoq. Gentleman meant fa 
confine himfelf merely to any tnilreprefentation, or mi(appre» 
henfion of his former a^rguoauent, he had » right to proceed. 

Mr* Burke faid, that he only wi(hed to enforce, that he 
ekarly and unequivocally acb^owledged the inquifitorial right 
of the Houfe of Commons to fift to the bottom every part of 
the public expenditure, when any fiiadow of grievance or 
abuCe feemed to exift — In this opinion he had lived, and in this 
be hoped he Ihoulddie. 

. Lord Hskart rofe merely for the purpofe of vindicating Irc-» 
land from an afperfipnof a Right Hon. Gentleman oppoute to 
bw (Mr. Fpx), which, if that Gentleman had at all attended 
to the recent tranfafltons in chat kingdom, he was convinced 
the Right Hon. Gentleman would not have made. The fitua- 
^n of that country had been greatly improved fmce 1782. In 
the laft felBon of the Irilh Parliament, fome Bills, which had 
been fuggcfted by the oppofition n^embers, had been intro* 
ducedby the members otadminiftration, which bad pafledinto 
laws, and were by the people of the country generally thought 
to he highly advfintag^oud to th^o). It certainly could not be 

proved. 
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pTOvedythat therefore the mintfter of Great Britain g^ned in- 
flaence in the Brittfli Houfe of Commons, by creating grouhds 
of additional influence through the medium of Ireland. The 
meafures in that country had been carried with a degree of 
vnanimity highly honourable to every part of its legiltaturc. 
He reflected with fatisfaflion upon the part that he had fot^ 
merly borne in the govenuneHt of that country, and from that 
feeling it was that he thought it neceflary to rife and refute 
the afperfion of the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
^ Mr. FoXi feeling himfelf caHed upon^ (imply ftated, that his 
obferrations were confined to the increafed number of officer 
in Ireland, which he considered to be an undeniable fa£t. 

Mr. Harrifon faid, that, notwichftanding what he had heard 
from the other (ide of the Houfe, he ihould perfift in his mo--' 
. tion. The propofition he had oflered was juftified by the nc- 
ceffity of the times. If the war fliould continue long, CTcry 
man's property in the country would be diminifhed one-fifth 
at Icaft ; then why fhould not (inecure places contribute as 
well as every other fpecics of property ? The preient moment 
was peculiarly proper for the adoption of this meafure* ^ If 
you refufe (faid he) to accede to it, will not the People fay» 
that it is truly hard that placemen, who are the only gamers by 
the war, ihould be exempted from contributing thereto, and 
that it is not fo much their objc£i to promote the welfare of the 
State, as to fcreen themfelves from contributing to the fupporc 
of its exigencies ? For my part, I avow,'that my fentiments 
are for an abolition of all finecure places. My motives are 
pure, and the good of my country is my obje&. I am fur- 
prifed to find this meafure pppoied by Gentlemen on the 
other fide, as I could not think it poffible that they, who were 
advocates for voluntary contributions from private individuals,- 
ihouM refufe to give up part of the money they receive from 
the Public, in fupport of what they call a juft and neccfTary 
war." 

Mr. Hujfey faid, that nothing which' he had heard from 
Gentlemen on either fide the Houfe, had (haken the opinion 
which he formerly maintained in that Houfe, on the debate on 
Mr. Burke's Bill, relative to finecure places. He thought then, 
and he thought ftill, that no man had a right to a freehold in^ 
tere/l in any part of the public wcney^ when that man did not 
render any fervice to the State. In his opinion the holders of 
finecure places had better give up a part, than produce a con- 
Tuliion by retaining them. He contended, that the ftatement 
made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer of a furplus of the 
.revenue of lafl year, accruing for the fervice of the current 
one, was not a proof that we were in a flourifhing ^uation. 
6 It 
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It onljr proved that our rcfources were not yet exhauftcd, 
•which muft eventually be the cafe hi a (hort time, if the mi- 
nllter continued in the praftice of borrowing twelve millions 
annually) which' he believed, in his confcience, were mifapplicd 
by him \ for that the People coiild not bear unlimited bur* 
dens, impofed for the fupport of an unjuft war. He thought 
the prefent motion founded in juftice, and it fhould have his 
fupport. 

Afr. Serine Bernard faid a few words apainft the motion. 
The queftion being loudly called, die Houfe divided : 
F(ir the Motion 48 

Again/lit 117 



Adjourned. 

Minority on Mr. Harrlfon's 

Anfon, T. 
Anbrey, Sir J«hn 
Baker» William 
Baftard,]. PoUexfen 
Bouverie^ Edward 
Btirch, J. R. 
Byng, George 
Colhouiiy William 
Coke, Thomas William 
Courtenayi John 
Cre(l)!gny, T. C. 
Curwen, J. C. 
Foley, Edward 
Fox« R. H. C. J. 
Francis, Philip 
Grey, Charles 
Harrifon, John 
Harcourt, John 
Howard, Henry 
JHowell, David 
HuOcy, William 
Jcrvoife, C. J. 
Lambton, W. H. 
- l^angiloD, John 
M'J^eod, Norman 
Ludlow, Earl 

TELLER 

Hon. T#Maitliinaci. 
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Motion, Tuefday, April %^ 

Mainwaring, William . 
Maitland, Hon. T. 
Martin, Jaoiea 
Milman, Sir William 
North, Dudley 
Pelham, C. A, 
Philips, J. G. 
Plumer, William 
RawdoR, Hon. |ohii 
RufleU, Lord William 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Smith, Wtliiam 
Speed, Henry 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Sturt, Charles 
Tarleton, B. 
Taylor, M. A. 
Thompfon, Thomas 
Vaoghan, Benjamin 
Vyner, R. 
Weftern, C. C. 
Whttbread, Samuel, jua« 
Wilbraham, R. 
Winningtont Sir Edward 
Wycombe, Eai J of 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
VfEDVEsn AY f Jpril g. 

Tie Ciofie^lor of tie Exchepiet brought up a Bill for the 
better Manaffement of the Land Revenues of the Crown in 
f sture, whicn was read a firft timei and ordered to be read a 
iiscond time on Friday the 1 1 th. 

Thi Chancellor of the Exchequer next mored the Order of the 
Daji for the Houfe to refehpc itfclf into a Committee of the 
whole Hottfe} to confider further of a fupplf tobe eranted to 
his Majefty. The Houfe being in a Committee, he moved. 
That a fum not exceeding 475,02^!. i3s..iod. halfpenny, be 
granted to his Majefty, to make good the deficiency of grants 
tor the fervice of the year 1 793. The refolution paflea, and 
the rep6rt was ordered to be received the i ith. 

The Houfe agreed td go into a Committee of Supply again 
on Friday the nth. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day, for the Houie to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to conGder further of ways and means for rait 
ing a fuppfy. The Houfe being a Committee, he faid, he had 
the pleaiure to inform them, there was a furplus of 231,0001. 
and upwards, for the year 17931 applicable to the fervice of the 

I car 1 794, and that there was an increafe of the revenue which 
lad principally arifen in the laft year, notwithftanding all the 
difficulties and embarraflments of the war, and alfo the tempo- 
rary embarraffrnents of commercial credit, which arofe from 
caufes independent of the war. He then entered into parti* 
cular fums, and obfcrved, that the (late of the revenue was 
fuch, that if the other three quarters were equal to that which 
ended in the month of April, the whole revenue of the yeai* 
would amo\int to a fum (liort only by ioo,oooI. of the hie^neft 
revenue ever known in this country in time of peace ; fuch for 
inftance as the year 1 792. 

After a fhort converfation between him and Mr. Fox, in 
which the figures and dates M'cre detailed, the minifter moved 
a refolution,— ** That there be iflued and applied the fum of 
** 231,8411. i6s. 8d, now in the Treafury as a furplus of laft 
** year, to the fervice of the ye^r 1794." — ^The refolution 
paiTed, and the report was ordered to be received the i ith. 

Mr. Drake aflced the minifter, whether any, and what fum, 
had been received at the Treafury as a legacy from a private 
individual, for public purpofcs ? He under ftood there was a 
legacy of this kind, to the amount of 500I. left by a Gen* 
deman 'of the name of Wray. He had no doubt of 

the 



theiidoeftfand fsaibSal appltcttioii of it, if it ws8 recei?ed» He 
only wanted to be informed of the fa£l. 

Tie Cbaflcellor df the Exchequer faid» it wa$ not in his power 
to give the Hon« Member atiy. information on the fubjefik h# 
alluded to, having no knowledge whatev^ei^ on tiui pofait. 4 

Mr. Drake (aid, he was perte&ly fatisfied wUb the anfwer. 

Mr, Dent moved for leave to bring in a Bill for preventiiig 
Delays on.Ele&ions of Members to ferve in Parliament.-—*— 
Granted. 

. The Bill to enable the Eaft India Company to continue their 
iSond Debts, &c. pafled a Committee of the ^hole Houfe,and 
therepoTtwa» ordered to be received. 

A meiTagefrom the Lords informed the Houfe, their Lord* 
fhips had agreed to the Glafs Duty Bill ; the Bill to indemnify 
the Governors of the Weft India Iflands, &c. for permitting 
the Importation and Exportation of Goods in foreign Bot- 
toms ; and to feveral private Bills. 

Mr. WigUy. brought up a Bill for providing for the Fami- 
lies of Peru)ns who might be drawn by Lot to ferve in the Mi- 
litia *p which was read a firft time. 

Mr. RdIU faid, he {hould propofe a claufe when the Bill 
came before the Committee, to remedy certain abufes with 
regard to fubftitutes.*- Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Thursday, April lo. 

- The Attorney General was heard on the adjourned Caufe of 
Mr. Bridges* in relation to his claim to the barony of Chandos* 
, Adjourned the further proceedings to a future day. 

INSOLVENT DEBTORS BILL. 
7be EarlofMoira faid^ that in the courfe of the laft feffion 
he had brought in a Billy which was dropped, on its being 
agreed that tne Judges fhould prepare a report upon the fub- 
j^£l, on which anew Bill ihould be framed. No fuch report 
hiad been made \ and he now troubled their Lordihips* merely 
to ftate to them his moft anxious wiih th.it it might verj 
(hortly; be made, when he hoped that fome Noble Lord would 
take 19 the fubjeA, as^ from his prefent engagementSj he 
Ihould be prevented from doing fo. He aflured the Houfe^ 
li|Ow^ver^ that had he been aware that the military (^rations 
foir which he had held b^imfelf in readinefs^ would have un- 
fortunately been fo long delayed^ he (hould, before thepr^fen(. 
|>eri^^have brought the fubjed forward. 

Vol. IIL X ^^^^ 
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. Lord Kenyan oeplied, that the Learned Judges had not n&* 

!rle£led the lubjedt \ and he believed he might take upon him.- 
elf to afiiire the Noble Lord, that they wodid very (hortly pre- 
{cnt their anfwer to the Houfe : And he would aUo aflure the 
Noble Lord, that, (hould his military duty occafion hia abfence 
at the difcuffioiiy nothing (hould be wanting in htm to endea- 
vour at the attainment of that defirable n[ieafufe, which the 
NoUe Loipd had fo warmly and laudably undertaken. 

HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committeei Lord SufM in 
the chair. 

All the claufes in the Bill, except that for baftardizing the 
iflue of Lady Elizabeth Howard fubfequent to the 24th of 
July 1793, were agreed to. When that clauft was read. 

Lord Aenvon^ zher p^Ly'ing fome compliments to the Noble 
Families who were unfortunately concerned in this unhappy 
bufinefs, added, that he had no reafon to believe that the report 
was true of Lady Elizabeth being forced into the match, at 
lead no fuch circumftanoe came out on the trial, which was 
held before him. His Lordftiip argued at fome length againft 
the claufe for baftardizing the iffuc ; contending, that if a 
child Ihould be bom within, nine months after (he left her 
hufba^nd's -houfe, how could their Iiordfliips reconcile it to 
themielves to baftardize that child ? His Lordfliip faid, that 
after the child was born, the legitimacy of it might be invefti- 
gated in a court of juftice, and the parties themfelves might be 
examined, fo as to afcertain the fa£t. It was fo eafy to pro- 
ceed in this manner, that, his Lordfhip faid, he (hould feel 
himfelf bound to give his negative to the claufe. 

Tie Duke of Nor folk rofc on the part of Mr. Howard, and 
declared that he was certainly very much aggrieved in this 
cafe. He had not, he faid, drawn the claufe without forefee- 
ing the objefkions that might be made to it, and he was pre- 

f)arcd to meet them. He did not wi(h that the lenity of the 
aws of England, which eftablifhed it as a maxim that it wctc 
better for many guilty to efcape, than that one innocent man 
ihould faffer, (hould be broken through on his account ; but 
here the guilt was fufficiently eftablifhed,' and he could prove 
the non-accefs of Mr. Howard for fome time previous to the 
24ih of July. He had a letter from Mr. Howard to Lord Fan-, 
conbcrc, in which he complained of the unhappy difference 
that fubfilled between him and his lady, which exifted to fuch 
an extreme, that (he had denied hira that ihtercourfe upon 
which this claufe now depended. If necefTary, his Grace 
faid, he would read it to the Houfe; he hop«4, however, that 
delicacy and feeling for family misfortunes would induce the 

Hottfo 
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'Houfc tcrcxdufc him. In order to remove all difficulties to 
the claufc, the Duke itfoved, by way of amendment, that in* 
ftcad of the wofds, «* 24th ol July laft," the ^ 24th of April 
inftant," (hould be inferted. 

Lcrd Auckland oppofed the claufe, and contended that the 
precedent, which, if it pafled, would be e(hibli(hed, muft be highly 
dangerous. He dented that the z6t ftated by the Noble Duke 
at all applied to the prefent cafe ; and defied any man to ad- 
duce a precedent of any Bill hafvingpafied to baftardize a child 
unborn* 

7bi Lard Chanci Nor oppokd the claule on the fame grounds^ 
and faid, that the cafe of Stewart was not in point, for in 
that cafe the child was born full twelve months after the lady 
bad eloped from her hulband, and during the whole of that 
time he had been in Ireland and (he in England } and that, 
even* under. thofe circumftances, the claufedid not pafs with- 
out confiderable debate. His Lordfliip advifed, that a further 
day (hould be taken, that hb Grace might have time to confider 
the propriety of perfifting in his fupport of the claufe ; and 
that in the preamble it might be omitted, that the lady was 
pregnant at the time {her doped from her hufband. 

Earl Stanhope propofed to adjourn the Committee to a fu- 
ture day. 

The Duke of Nor/ilk was about to reply, and was proceeding . 
to read the letter to whichj in the courfe of the debatCi he had 
alluded, when 

The Btjbop ofRochefter moved, " That the Houfe be cleared;" 
and 

The ftrangers were ordered to withdraw, and were not re- 
admitted. The Committee, after further debate, was ad- 
journed until Monday the 14th. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, April 10. 

The A(hby.de-la-Zouch Canal, Stafford Shire-Hall, Camel 
and South Kelfey Inclofures, Newcaftle, Bedford, Burford* 
and Dunchurch Roads, and Peache/s Eftate Bills, were read 
a third time, and pafled. 

Mr. Bajlard brought up a Bill for the proteftion of the 
woolcombers in their trade, againft the ufe of a machine in* 
vented for combing wooL The Bill was read a firft time, and 
ordered to be read a fecond time on Monday^ and to be 
printed* 

y^ The 



The KH' for exempting oeitain ClafTos of the Poor io i 
land from labouring upon the Highways, was alfo read a fir 
time, and ordered to be read a ibcond time on Monday, and to 
be printed. 

Mr: Deni brought un a Bill for farther preventifig o£ De- 
lay in the Eledions of Siember^ to ferre in Parliament. }i 
was read a firft time, ordered to be read a fecond time on Moo- 
day, and printed. 

BOAJtD or AGRICULTURE. 

Sir John Sinclair ftated, that he had a Petition to prefefit 
from the Board of Agriculture ) but the time limited by the 
order of the Houfe for reoeiyins petitions being elapfed,' he 
found it neceflary to lay groun£ before them to induce them 
to receive it. Inofe grounds were, that it was found impo£- 
Gble to prepare the petition in time ; and the urgency of the 
cafe forbad its being poftponed to another feffion. lie there- 
fore moved, that the petition (hould be brought up. 

Which being agreed to, the petition was brought iip,read> 
and ordered to lie on th^ tabk; « 

The Bill for eftaUiffaing a Court of Judicature in Mewt- 
foundland pafled a Committee of the whole Hotife/ and th( 
report was ordered to be recmed to^morroT- 

EAST I?JPU COMPANV. 

The Cbaufellor tf the Excheauer moved the Order of the Day 
on the Bill to enable the £aft India Company to continue their 
Bond Debts \ which'being read, he then ohfcrved, that it was 
not probable that his Hijpit Hon. Friend (Mr. Dundas) could 
attend that day ; he {hould tliereforefuggeli to the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Francis) the propriety of his making his ob«> 
fervationson this Bill in the prefent ftagej^ as noflibly there 
might be fome Members in the Houfe who might be able to 
afford him fome anfwer. * 

Mr. Francis faid he was forry for the abfeace of the Right 
Hon* Gentleman. He had only one or two queftions to put \ 
he did not mean to go into the merits of the Bill before' the 
Houfe, nor at prefent into any queftion on the aftairs of the £aft 
India Company. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, and by him 
the Houfe of Commons, ftood pledged bv the ternM of the loan, 
to the fubfcrihers, that no more money mou)d be laifed on the 

Eublic credit (except die Exchequer Bills, which the fubfcrihers 
new of ) for the prefent year, than tbit loan ; he wanted to 
know whether at the time or the Right Hon. Gentleman's nego* 
tiating this loan, he told the fubfcrihers to it that it was his in« 
tention to allow the Eaft India Company to borrow this- money ; 



if noiy be coticeiiPc4 this labe i^ biroaqh of faith with the fubfcrtbcr9 
19 thatloaxi, who undoul/tedly^ ought to know at the time they 
mactetbeiy t^MPgAin* the euent to which the credit of thePub^ 
Ue was pledged* There was another thing on which he wanted 
information:} and which information the minifter could give 
Itbn if he 9le%&d> althoitgh not betore the Houfe, and whicb> 
if h9 wsis r^hfly. informed, was. agaii\ft law. There was a 
fum» hetwaa io)d».now f jdfing in this eountry for the Irifhyanil 
|ha%: feq ^ lunount of one. n^ion» Of an intention to do this, 
aKb^lhe fubCc^tbers to)tbe4oan ou^hli to have had notice ; and 
if .the^-h^d^nplf it ynls a. breiach of ft^ith to them. 

; The Civinciilar i^jhi Sstfbeqiar faid* that Hot a fingl&word 
in the propofal of tbd loan had ther mod diftaat refcrcace to 
idter.ifee-^neortheother of thefeobjc<Ss. i 

- The reporttof the fiiU was then received. On the qncftion 
for engxofiing the BUU Colonel M^Leod faid, that the miniiler 
bad not given a»y fatiafa^lbory.anfwer upon this fubjed. 

MrKpr^mis fald}hehad folid grounds now for believing 
that nothing pafled in the tranfa£kioQ of the loan that gave the 
fttbfefiber^ to it ^ny. idea that tl^is loan was intended to be 
made* 

Mr. David Scott faidy there was a mifunderftanding in this 
cafe- Neither the one nor the other of the Hon. Gentlemeli 
(Mr, Francia and Gol. Macleod) feemed to under iland any 
thing of the purport of the BiUf or they would not (s^j it was a 
loan for. the £aft India Company. The Eaft India Company 
made no.loan by this- Bill $ it was only a Bill to enable them 
to continue their bond debt at 2,ooOf00oh inftead of reducing^ 
it to I)$oo«ooqU which they were before bound to do ; and to 
ifliie bonds for a fum of money if they had a neceffity for it. 
It did not appear to the Uoufe that there vras any fuch ne« 
ceflity. 

Jtfr. Francis faid, this was the firft time he heard that iflii* 
iogibonds for the payment of money was not a loan. 

G^lpnel M^htoi made aA ob&rvation to the fame effect. 
. • Thi$ fiill was then ordered to be engroiTed^ and to be read a 
third tinie on Monday, if thsn cngroffed. 

LORD NBWBURGH. 
Mr^ Hobart. brou^t up the Bill, to enable his Majefty to 
grant certain eftatcs m fee fimple, which had been forfeited by 
certain perfons named in the Bill, to Lord Newburgh ; which 
was read a firil time. 

RKmW OF THB LAST CAMPAIGN. 
Mafor Afast/andhefrsin with declaring, that he felt but little 
neceffity to ofier any apology to the Houfe for the motion 

which 
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which it was his intention to bring before them. No apolorf 
could be neceflary to be made by a Member of that Hotiie^for 
aAing in conformity to a confcientious difchargeof what he 
confidered to be his duty. The magnitude and i m p o r t a n ce of 
the fubje^ were in fad no apology for bringing it before the 
Houfe tor difcuiBon. On one ground mdeed he fek die grc a tcft 
necelfity of an apology, tor tl^ defed of abiUty in the pcrfon 
who had undertaken to bring this bufineis forward. He anx-^ 
ioufly wiQied that the talk had fallen into other handsy and> he 
lamented that the cafe was otherwife ; but obferving the ad* 
vanced period pf the fcffion, and that no perfon made the at«* 
tempt, or ofiered their fervic^s to their country on the occa* 
fion, and finding that we were again going to renew the boiw 
rid fcene of carnage and devauation which overfpread the 
continent, fooi^er than the qoeilion flionld not be brought for* 
ward, he had ventured to undertake it. Let the caufe of the 
war be what it might, whether legitimate or otherwife, it was 
worth while at leaft to inquire how it had been condu£l£d» 
and efpecially in the lail campaign. 

If it were true that inquiries into the conduft: of the Execo- 
tiTC Government were proper when we were engaged in war 
on the moft legitimate principles, when the caufe of the war 
might be to vindicate our honour, to prote£t our allies, or 
what, in his opinion, was the moil legitimate of all the 
caufcs of war, to defend our own territories, how much more 
neceflary were inquiries in fuch a war as the prefent, which, 
if he was right, could not be juftified by any legitimate, prin* 
ciple ! The agitation of this queftion could not, he conoeiv-^ . 
ed, be difagreeable to any fide of the Houfe. Thofe' who 
thought with him that the war was unwife, ui^uft, and unne«- 
ceflary in its commencement, and that; if both juft and ne* 
ceflary, it bad been weakly and ignorantly condu£led, that 
hitherto it had been unfuccefsful in its progrefs, and afibrded 
no profpect on our part of an advantageous termination ; that 
a dangerous alarm had been founded through the country 
without any ^ood reafon ; thofe who thought, as he cUd, that 
the condttutiou was lefs likely to be injured by what was 
called the mangling hands of reformers, among whom the 
Ri^ht Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
had once appeared con fpicuoufly, than by thofe who laboured 
uniformly to increafe the prerogative of the Crown, ought to 
vote for an inquiry, fuch as he ihould propofe, in order that 
wlfcrfteps might be purfued in future. Thofe who, with the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, maintained it to have been a glorious 
campaign on our part, and that during the whole of the lad 
campuigu \vc had exnerienced nothing but the moft brilU^pt 
I and 
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and unparalleled fuccefsi ought to vote for tlie fame inquiry for 
the fatisfadlion they and the Public muft have from the refult 
of it. The hcnour, the chaiaAer, the fame of the Rieht 
Hon. Gcncleraaiii were concerned ^ and he* thought himfcif 
entitled to the Right Hon. Gentleman's thanks for bringing 
forward a motion which would* enable him to remove the 
afperfions that had been thro\rn upon him in his official (itu- 
acion. There wa$ another defcriptiou of perfons* who thought 
the war juft and neceflary, and that it ought at all events tc be 
continued ; and yet they admitted that the campaign had been 
ill conduced, and that the Right Hon. Gentleman was not a 
war minifter, though they determined to fupport him. How 
they could juftify this condu£):, and extricate themfelves from 
the dilemma in which they were placed, he was greatly at a 
lofs to know. If they did not alter their opinions^ and with- 
draw from minifters their fupport, what confolation would 
they have to fly to, except the laft refuge of human mifery 
—hope? 

At the commencement of the H:ampaign nothing was to be 
heard of but the fupcriority of the difcipline of our troops : 
The Duke of York, with his brave army, was to ftrike terror 
on the miferable Sans Culottes of France, and put them to 
flight, and the Englifli were to march in triumph to Paris. 
What was the cafe at prefent i A bill was depending in Par- 
liament for the avowed purpofe of protecting this country 
from invafion by the French. In fa£b, the whole of the con- 
dud of this war was fimilar to that of the American war. 
At firft the Americans were denominated a vile miferable ban- 
ditti, to be conquered at once ; but when that was found 
xmpoffible, then we began to revile them for want of prin- 
ciple, and endeavoured, by empty declamation, to pradife 
upon the paffions of the tboughtlefs part of the Public. 

Relying moreen the magnitude and importance of the fttb*> 
jcSt for enfuring the attention of the Houfe, than on any a^ 
gument he could ufe, he would ftate to them what was his 
tiew of the laft campaign. It was his wi(h to have limited 
himfeif altc^ether to fuch meafures as originated wholly in the 
Britifli Cabinet, and were carried into ctk& principally by 
Britiih troops, though, perhaps it might not be in his 
power to conform himfelf entirely to that wiih. The roea- 
iures to which he ihould principally call the attention of the 
Hotife were the aflfair of Dunkirk, and the capture 6f Toulon, 
and the fudden retreat from that city and port ; he (hould alfo 
fey a few words concerning the expedirion under the Earl of 
Moira, to whom he took occafion to pay a handfomfrcompli- 
meot for bit military merit and his many virtues. Previous 
^* to 
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to thoTe Ti£fcories> by which the French had been driren fVom 
Belgioniy and Holland thereby relieved from the apprehetifioh 
of danger^ we had little or no right to claim any (hate in die 
merits or demerits of the campaign. He would pafu by tltt 
impolicy of fending a handful of men to join the powerful 
armies of Clairfait and the Prince of Col>ourg; a contrary 
policy might have been of great ferrice to this countryy if 
thofe troops had been fent to fecond the difcontented party at 
that period in confidcrabte force in La Vendee, fince a 
fooring might have been obtained in France, which woqM 
have been attended with fingular advantage with a view tb 
obtaining the obje£t of the war. The fuffering the advantage 
which fortune threw into the bands of the allies ort theraelan* 
choly event of the death of the King of France, to pafs by, 
was wholly inexcufabie. At that time, and for a ctofider-> 
able time afterwards, the whole kingdom of France was dif* 
traded ; and from that time until the Mountain became tri^ 
umphant, France was in a Ittuation of which the cooibined 
powers might have availed thcmfelves ; bat inftead of that, 
the conduct of the allies had tended to make France formida- 
ble, by uniting them almoft as one man> as to the o{iittioo 
they enteruined of their enemies, whatever they might think 
of each other : Nor was it difficult to karn the oi^mion tlie 
allies had of the iituation of their caufe againft the French. 
This was a part he only mentioned, becaufe he felt it to be true ; 
he (bould not dwell nor argue upon it. On the contrary^ he 
would grant that the Britiih had their fliarc in all thef glory, as 
k was called, of the campaign— -he ihould grant all £e merit 
due to the army for the recovery of Belgium, the taking of 
Valenciennes, Conde, Qoefnoy, and Mayence ; grailting, he 
£ud, the whole merit due tor all thi6,.he: fek htmifalf completely 
prepared to deny the general fucceifs of ifhe laft campaign as it 
ftood, independent or future profpe&Sb If, inftead of ^nf of 
the legitimate caufes fov war, we had a view^ of .changing fhe 
Government of France, he would pro^e that, with regard to 
•or future profped, we were fo far from having ^ined rfoy 
thing, that we had moft confiderably hofky and that we' bad 
now more difficulty in obtaining the Ucflings of pe^ice than at 
l^e commencement of the campaign. To form an optnioa iipon 
this point, we ihould look at the alteration we had made in the 
minds of our enemies, on the army of France, on the people ot 
France, and on the allied powers with whom wd were afling. 
What vras the ptefent opinion of the French troops could 
be heft feen from their condu£k, and' the change that had beeit 
made therein iince the time when they fled before the tri* 
vmphant and viilorioua armies of M* de Coboi;^rg aiul M. 
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de CbJr&it : Nov, far from thinking of flight, they aie 
cofiftantlj die £r^ to attack, andthofe gceat GeiwftJs, infbeail 
of attacking, ftand merely on the defenfive. What was ite 
^gAvmu conclufion to -be dxavn from this change of eoaduft 
|n hx^ armies ? that the French no longer confiderod l3» 
armies of Auftria and PruiEa invineiblci thzt the latter no 
longer Aoaght the Frendi an enemy to be defpifed. He 
would venture to fay that no thinking man in Europe woiiUi 
affert that, in the opinion of the French* our powir and our 
energy were, increafed. Be that opinion of theirs right or 
wrong, it was a ferious point to U8« becaule it had ;an .effe£t 
upon them. He believed alfo there was no thisiktng man in 
Eurqpe who did not fee that the latter part of the can^paign- 
was worfe condu&ed than the firft pf it. 

What had been the fucce& of the laft campaign from the 
public c^inion of the French ? At its commencement the 
leeds. of rebellion were fcattered far and wide through the 
kingdom, and ready to burft fQi;th upon the 6rft opportunity 
which might occur : What was the cue at prefent ? Thougn 
there mi^t be various contentions amongft eadh other for 
power, yet, with regard to the combined powers, there was 
but one opinion^ that they ought to be oppofed* If we had 
fucceeded in driving the Frendi from Belgium, they had fuc* 
qeeded in the fuppreflion of the jrebels in La Vendee : Thig, 
he contended, was of more importance to them than retaining 
pofieffion of Belgium, for it was from internal di&ontcnt and 
infunredion only that they had any thin£ to fear. 

t^ Let us turn (faid the Major) to uie allied armies. Let 
us fee if there we meet with any figns ,of that great fuccefs we 
are fo perpetually boafting of ? Do we now fee them eager to 
attack and anxious to puih forward? Let us appeal to the Gene* 
rals Wurmfer and Brunfwick ; their great and powerful armies 
.are frittered down to mere garrifon troops, hardly able to pro- 
ticSt a few ftrpng polls and fortified places. If you go further 
northward, view the once viftorious army df Monfieur 
Cobourg, before which the French troops fled with precipita- 
tion and terror. What is its fituation at prefent ?' Checked 
in its progrefs, it has been compelled to retire, and merely 
a£i upon the defetiGve. Is it from the reiignation of the 
Duke of Brunfwick of the command of the Prutfian troops 
we are to conclude that the campaign has been crooned with 
thofe brilliant fuccefles which we have heard boafted in all the 
pomp of language ? His refignation muft hai'e arifen from 
one of two caufes^ either his own difguft, or the difapproba- 
don oS his condud^' by his matter, the King of Fr\ii&a; dif<- 
gufted him&lf tether wiHi the caufe in wliicb he was en<- 
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mged, or'hopelefs of fuccers, herefigned; or the King of 
nuffia, difappointed in his expc&acions of fttccef^ and 
thinking chat difappointmcnt zrck from the Genera]^ ^gnified 
his wi(h thftt he iboald refign ; either of which cafe» proves 
that the faccefs of the campaign is not fudi as our dcludve 
hbpes had painted. General Wurmfer ftands in the fame 
iituationi he is to retire from his command. And what h 
the fitaation of the army of Saxe Cobourg ? A general difcon* 
tent, according to report, prevailed in his army -, and it was 
faid that gallant officer and experienced general was to be 
fuperfeded in his command, and the Emperor hirofeif to take 
the command of that army to appeafe its difcontent* Did 
thefe circumfbances arife from an opinion that the campaign 
had been fuccefsful ? From the hour of the taking of Valen- 
cienneSy no one fuccefs has attended the arms of the com- 
bined powers, and fince the unfortunate affair of Maubeuge 
they feem to have daily declined. 

^ What have been the feelings of our allies upon this 
fubjed. ? Are they fuch as befpeak an opinion that the 
campaign has been fuccefsful ? With regard to the Emprefs 
of Ruifia, it would not be an eafy matter to coile£t her feelings 
on the fubjeA from any thing (he had done : If her fentiments 
with regard to neutral nations were congenial to thofe-profefi* 
ed by the Britiih nation, inftead of taking poficffion of 
Oczaicow, which to prevent, we thought we ought to have 
involved the country in a war* we fiiould fee her march an armj 
to Conftantinopie to compel the Turk to rclinquifli that neu- 
trality his prudence had adoptrd.^ What are the feelings of 
the King of Pruffia on this fubje£t ? The Major faid, he 
had heard fome defence fet up for every power who had enga^ 
ged in the war againft France, but for Pruflia no excufe h;|d 
ever been attempted to be made i he was the firft to embark 
in the war at a time when all the other powers of Europe ac- 
knowledged the new conftitution of France } he at that period 
boldly and openly. declared his fentiments, that it was his 
intention to punifh thofe impious aflailants of the rights of 
Kings. - '* He is the firft to recede from the war,, after naving 
made the other combined .powers dupes of bis nefarious 
policy. What did he now fay ? Does he affert, that fuccefs 
crowned your arms in the laft campaign r" In the Morning 
Papers his declaration has appeared, which, though not the 
proper channels of official authority, might be relied on. What 
are his fentiments expreffed in that declaration i One part^ 
which appeared to be a deduflion from the whole, he (hould 
take the liberty to read ; and what did that fav ? that *^ His 
Majefty does now renounce the fame^ and alio every refolu- 

tioit 
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tion of the Circles relative thereto* Hia Majefty has there* 
fore taken the refolution no longer to grant his prote^Hon to 
the German empire, but to order his army (excepting twentf » 
thdiifand auxiliaries, according to the diiferent treaties) in- 
ftantly to return to his' own dominions.*' This feems pretty 
unequivocally to exprefs his feelings upon the fuccefs of the 
campaign. What appear to be the feelings of the Emperor 
upon the fubje£l, his conduft will alfo evince. He feems to 
&el the neceffity of his fubjedis rifing in a mafs: Is this with 
a view to oiFenfive operations againft France ? Far otherwife i 
it was to prote£t themfelves irom the attacks of the enemy 
they before afiejled to defoife. What are at prefent th^ 
feelings of the people of this country? Do they feem to feel 
a fecurity from the fucceis of the campaign ? No ; they talk 
of in invafion, which, previous to this fuccefsful campaign^ 
had not been dreamed of : We find it neceflary to have an army 
of Frenchmen in Engliih pay, in addition to xwr other force : 
We find it neceflary, for our protedtion, to call forth new and 
unufual forces for the protection of the coHntry» and to 
maintain them 10 an unufual' and unconftitutional manner* 
For the real fenijraents of die country^ the Major faid, he 
would appeal to the feelings of the Gentlemen who beard 
him, who could not fay that fuccefs had given them fecurity. 
The publications from the Treafury^ and from Mr. Reeves and 
the Aflbtiators, demonftrated, that the fuoce& was not fo 
Iplendid as h^d been boafted. Their tone feemed much 
changed. Previous to the laft ptmpaign, the language was 
(juft what they could have picked up from every declamatory 
pamphlet written during the American war), ^* Can an un^ 
difciplined rabble oppoie the veteran armies of the Duke of 
Brunfwick and of Prince Cobourg ? Can the Sans Culottes of 
Paris ftand againft his RoplHighnefs the Duke of York?'* 
Aflextions like thefe had been laviifaed in the firft years of the 
American war; and yet great generals, and great armies, had 
been captured by the undifciptined rabble. When the fa& 
lacy^if tho& hopes and aflTertions had been proved, the fun* 
porters of the American war changed their ftyle. Then the 
Americans would be ftarved into fubmifiion ; they were in want 
of clothes, of food, of arms, of military ftores; in a word^ 
they laboured under every want that the ingenuity of man 
could find out. The fame fpecics of afiiertbn was at prefent 
relied upon; and we are told that the French muft foon be 
ftarved ; that they have no com, no fhoes, ncf clothes, no arms^ 
fip faltpetre, &c. &c. They want all th^fe things, but do 
ihey want military efficiency? We had been toldlaft year, that 
(hpmajority of the French nation were dilafie^ed to the Con- 
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SrojcAi was, that though it was not fuccefsful with regard to' 
)unkirk» Qucfnoy fell in confequence of the attack; the* 
French being obliged to call off their troops for the defence 
of Dunkirk, diminifbed their forces at Quefnoy, by which 
Bieans it fell into the hands of the allies, huppofmg this to 
b(B the fad, was it any reafon that the projcft againit Dunkirk 
fliottU not have been fccondcd by thofe whofe duty it was to" 
bare doYie it? and then probably Dunkirk as well as Qucfnoy 
Ivotild have fallen. The conduft with regard to this expe- 
dttion9 the Major faid, ihould found one part of his motion ; 
tnditwas impoflible to deny that it was fuch as demanded' 
ioveftigation. The fecond part of his motion (hould relate 
to the capture and evacuation of Toulon, in which had been 
dtfplayed a degree of folly, imbecility, and treachery, unex- 
«iipled in the hiilory of the Britiib nation, and difhonourable 
t9 the Brkj/h name. How we became pofli^fTed of it had been 
leprefented variouilv by minifters, at different times, ad it fait* 
cd the purpofe of tneir arguments of the nK)ment. At one 
time its funender was held out as a proof of the confidence 
entertained by the good people of France in the faith of Eng- 
Klj^men, and the general difafieftion to the exifting govern-^ 
nent that prevailed. At another time it was inftanced as a 

Eoof of the great wifdom, (kill, and intrepidity of Lord 
ood, who fo completely blocked up a fuperior fleet in the 
Iiarbour of Toulon, that by dint of famine ne obliged them t» 
ittnrender. The Major ridiculed the fuppoiition of fuch ^ 
blockade as could induce fuch a oity to furrender, and com- 
pared it to another celebrated blockade, that of Marfeilles, by 
the fame Koblc Lord, and recited by himfelf. The circum« 
ftance circulated by Lord Hood was an intimation he received, 
that General Carteau was preparing to carry off from Mar- 
leilles a confiderable fum of money \ ^ which defiga," faid the 
Noble Lord, ^* I have taken eiJc(Jiual meafurea to prevent, by 
fending a cruizer to hover on the harbour." The reafoying 
in bqtn cafes was equally abfu^d, While the harhour vvas 
blocked up, Carteau could not take away the money hy land^ 
nor the Toulonefe receive provifions. In truth, there was no 
denying .but we obtained poffeflion of Toulon by treaty, and 
by tkat only. The fall of the G'trondifls had fpread difafFec- 
tion and revolt throughout the extent of the republic, and 
more particularly in the maritime places. The whole navy, 
from the Admiral to the common failor, was, at the firft, hoftilc 
to the Convention ; and it was while this impreflion was on 
their minds that Lord Hood made that unfortunate acquifition. 
91e did not, however, obtain it but on condition of affording 
ijxttBL protedioH, and guarantficing to them the conftitution 

'of 
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tof 1789* Thus it ftood for a while, until there wis an op« 
portunitv for th^ hand of the miniftet to appear in it, met 
which tne Touipnefe were promifed to have flick a Goveh^ 
ment as fhould be agreed upon ; that is^ they were to be go* 
vemed by an hereditary defpot, who was to treat them better 
than the other defpots his anceftors. The Right Hon. Geh- 
tlemaii (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had aiked if no 
credit was to be given to the Noble Lord (Hood) in the Me* 
diterranean, for blocking up the French fleet in Toulon ? If so 
credit was to be given to the Noble Lord for ftarving the 
people of Toulon into a compliance with his meafures, and a 
furrender of the town ? Whether that Lord's condu£2: merited 
praife or cenfure, could be beft found upon inquiry. But as to 
.the humane do£trine of ftarving, the fale merit did not belonj^ 
.to him 9 the Major faid) he had authority equal to that b( hi* 
Lord(hip> which {hews the praife of that meritorious nSt 
fliould be divided $ that was the authority of Don Juan Langaia» 
who claims a (hare in blocking up the port of T6uion» and 
of ftarving the inhabitants into a compliance with their views. 
That Government could have no idea of taking poffeflion of 
Toulon> when Lord Hood was firft fent into the Mediter- 
ranean! was obvious from one fingle circumftance, that when 
the troops were to land, there was not a fingle officer that 
could take the command of them ; and it was of neceflity en- 
tfttfted to a naval officer (Captain Elphihftone), who, though 
of talents and capacity in his own line, would certainly 
liot have been.employed for fuch a purpofe by Adminiftration. 
•Lord Mulgrave, an officef whom he was glad to fee in his 
^plaeCf and of whofe military ikill no man thought more highly^ 
foon after took the command of 2000 men, in addition 
to tbofe v^ho were already in the garrifon, with which he 
not only made fome very fortunate forties, but alfo put the 
enemy to the rout ; and had declared in his official letters, thic 
.*^ he felt himfelf and the place in a ftate of comfortable fo- 
curity." As the garrifon ftill continued to increafc, the 
public mind migh|: well be fatisfied with fuch repeated decla*- 
rations. 

Though not ftri£^ly conne&ed with the fubje£i: of the 
motion he was .to make, the Major faid, he muft take fome 
notice of the ciyii tianfac^ions of Toulon, which were highly 
injurious to the caufe which we had efpoufed, and a difgrace 
to the nation. The inhabitants of Toulon had made a pro*- 
pofition to Lord Hood, in which they ftipulated for the confti- 
tution of 1789, to Which ftipulation his Lordihip agreed; but 
which, as fooa as he had it in his pov:rer, he refufed to fulfil. 
Nevec was tliere a groiTer viobtion of public faith ; it would 

have 
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bsKTC ili%nR:od a quibbling attorneyj not to ^leak of a gieat 
itscion. Tiie declaration which Lord Hood made was xnoie 
injarioiis to the caufe than thetetreat from Dunkirk, the deficat 
at Toulon, or ahe overthrow of Wurmfer. At that period it 
-was well known that nearly the whole of the French navy was 
^ifcontented with the eoverning powcra, and well inclined t» 
liaTC furrendeff<^ to w power of England. The coodu£k 
of the Engiifli at Toulon was however fuch as to put an end 
to all thctfe fair profpe&s, and change that opinion. There 
was one part of the rfoble Lord's condudl, the Major con^ 
tended^ that called loudly for explanation. That Noble Lord 
liad'taken upon him to give up four (hips of the line to the 
enemy, which were fent to Breft. If an ofiicer fufieied a 
^up to firil into the hands of the enemy, the ufual courfe was 
to bring him to a court martial, and try him for his oonduA. 
fie drafted, at leaft, that fome inquiry would be made^with 
jegard to the furzender.of thefe ihips, To come immediately 
to the military (to which fubje6l he had given everr poflible 
«ttentiim}, upon the face of it, he could not fee tnat ever 
Acre could have been any reafonable hope of fuccefs with 
fegardtotbe tenure of the place. It was not till die uofor* 
tanate capture of the oovrageous Governor O^ara, that the 
.true ftate of Toulon began to be fufpeded in this country* 
Then came out the extraordinary and unexpe^ed difcoftffy 
that though a.ihort time before fuc^ a handful of Itiett as itoo 
were deemed a fufficient force againft an army of ro^ooo, 
yet it was apprdiended that when we had 15,000 men is 
the place, we were not likely to maintain our ground. These 
were two armies to be apprehended; one under Gteneral Ca0» 
teau, at Marfeilles, confifting of ten thoufand men ; the other 
«n army from Italy, whofe number and ftrength were un» 
known to the Noble Lord. The frontier to be defended, was 
an extent of fifteen miles unfortified, bcfldeeight capital pofts* 
Nodiing lefs than a covering army, as he was well informed 
by perfons acquainted with Toulon, could enable troops to 
keep pofleflioB of it. The old government of France, ithidi 
had the bed generals and engineers in Europe in its fervict, 
had always held it as a maxim, that Toulon could not be kept 
but with a ftrong covering army* It was true, part ,of toe 
enemy's fleet was taken off, part was burned, and a confideraUe 

Ert ieftbdiind; but what was worfe than leaiving.die fleet 
hind, was the number of unfortunate people left vidims 
to the fanguinary relentment of thofe from whom we had 
undertaken to prote^ them. When the place was found to 
be untenable, what ihbuld have b<^en our conduft i SbouM 
not an evacuation have been at once determined upon i Should 

not 
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nu the whale fleet have been fent away, and the miferable in- 
habitants faved from the fury of thofe whom they had unpar*' 
donably ofiended ? If Toulon was thought an obje£l worth' 
baviiig, why were not fome effectual means taken to maintain' 
the pofieffioa of it ? Why, inftead of employing the troops in' 
fchemes never put Into execution, were they not feht to pre^ 
ferve the conqucft of Toulon? The place certainly fhould 
hare been defended, whether its importance was looked at«' 
or their et3n(ideration was dire£ied to the inhabitants, withr 
whom the commanders had entered into a treaty, and whom 
they ifid engaged themfelves to prote£b« 

The expedition under the Earl of Moira, though he did not 
intend to make it an objed of the prefent motion, the Major 
(aid, called for a few words froqi him. No man could enter-^ 
tain a higher opinion of the merits of that Noble Lord, and* 
his peat military talents, than he' did; and the expedition 
might have been certainly ufeful, if it had been executed to 
give a little eclat to the Englifli name, after our defeats ar 
Dunkirk and Toulon. A time had b^en when the royalifts' 
of La Vendee, affifted by us, would have done more for the* 
attainment of our objed than all the allied armies put to*' 
gether; but the opportunity had pafied without advantage.* 
To (hew that this was a projed with which the country had 
bean amufed, without a hope of its being fuccefsful, he only* 
dethrtd to ftate his Lordfliip's own words in the other Houfc 
of Parliament, which he then quoted. <^ Let thofe (faid the 
Major) who think that we have been fuccefsful in the lait 

naign, or thofe who look with hopes to the better iuccefs 
e prefent, confider how it is commencing. Save the 
etpture of a paltry ifland in the Weft Indies, and a'fort in the 
Edft livdies, taken almoft at the commencement of the war^ 
tiiere is no fuccefs that we can boaft. Ideal expeditions to the* 
Xaift Indies had been talked of and abandoned.'' An expev 
dition. had been undertaken to the Weft Indies, which he* 
liopod would be glorious : But in every other part of the world* 
we pmrfued the fame policy which had blafted our arms during' 
the laft campaign. On the ifland of Corfica we employed a 
finall force to accomplifli a great objed; 1400 men to take- 
the whole ifland. The probability was, that we (hould be- 
driven firom Corfica juft as we had been driven from Toulon, 
fltamefuUyand difgracefully. The ruinous fyftem of fighting. 
in detachmerits-was ftilt perfevered in on the continent. The 
(kme. uncertainty with regard to the expedition of Lord Moira 
ftUl remains. In every point of view in which the fabjeft ' 
eeold be confidered, it was one that demanded inquiry. I'he* 
Major concluded by moving, '* That (l^e Houfc reiblve irfelf 
:.V0L. m. A a «« into 
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V into a Comriiittee of the whok Houfe, tx> inquire into the 
^ caufes ^tch led tcf the failure of the army under kis Royal 
^^ Highuefs the Duke of York, at Dunkirk i and al(b to. inquire 
^ into the caufes which led to the evacuation of Toulon, under 
^* the command of General Dundjn and Vice-Admirad Lord 
« Hood." 

^r. Sberidau feconded die motion. 
. jifr* Jifihinfbn rofe to reply, and began by afierting that 
HOtwithitanding what had been advanced by the Honourable 
Mover, no individual ^nterprife of the hft campaign, fprniibed 
reafonable ground for blame ; but that, on the whole, the (^ftcm 
that had been adopted by the firitifli Cabinet, and was purfued 
diroughout the campaign, was the wifeft that could hare been 
adopted under all the exifting circumftances* In fupport of 
this opinion Mr. Jenkinl'on faid, he propofed fbilowing in 
order the different enterprtfes as they occurred ; and that he 
would aiterwards enteir into ah examination of the nature of 
that fyftem. Previous however to entering into the details of 
the campaign itfelf, it was but natural to look at the conduft 
of thofe in whofe hands it was placed, and fee how they ct>rt«- 
duAed themfelves in making preparations for the carrying it 
on. The efforts made upon this occaiionyhehad nahelita- 
tion to pronounce the greatefl and moft mcritorMus that fever 
occurred upon a fimilar occafion. The largeft body of troops 
laifcd during the firil year of any jformer war, never exceeded 
a2,oco men^ whereas there were in the (irit campaign of the 

. prcfent war» levies a£lually amounting to 34,000 men col* 
le£led| this lingle circumftance therefore alone entitled them 
to the praife of aAivitv and fpirit. The fitfl expedition o^ 
the campaign^ in whicn the firhilh troops were engaged, was 
the relief of Holland, upon its invafion by Dumourier. The 
diara£ker which the cBbrt dcferved in his mind was, that it 
was the wifeft and moft alert that ever was plinned and ex*" 
ccuted \ and tbat^ to the able mode in which it was oon» 
di|£iedv Holland eventually owed her fafetyv ioaimudi as it 
was afcribable to the employment which the French found for 
tlbeir arms before Willbmil^dt, tlnrt the allies gained tioie to 
advance, and in the end drive back the invaders out of the 
country. . This was a circumftance tliat even that crafty Gks 
neral M. Dumourier himfelf had acknowledged. . It was not 
kfs fingular than aftonifhing, that throughout tiie* ibfaok dE 
the Honourable Gentleman's (Major Mattland's) Speech, diait 
Honourable Gentleman had evinced an unuftial ansoety to tate 
away all credit from the Britiih GovemmeBU^ iai^es whdrt 
the combined arms had proved vi£iorious. And yet tlieHo^ 
nourablc Gentleman hadadmttted, that the. co<infols adapted 

^ " * ' , ■ ^ .' ' . at 
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at the Congrcft at Antwerp were good with refpcGt to the 
mode of condu£Hng the campaign. Now, whether any.fuh- 
feqaent departure from thofe were fo or not, yet it was thcrebjr 
admitted, that we deferred fome credit for them, inafmuch as 
the Britifli influence certainly bad its w-eight upon that oc- 
cafion, in common at leaft with the other powers afTembkd 
there. 

The next events worthy of notice, which followed the re-^ 
Kef of Holland and the evacuation of the Low Countries^ 
were the battles of St. Amand and of Fanxars, in which the 
' BritMh troops certainly acquired their ufual fliare of praife, by 
riie exertion of their ufual fpirit and bravery. To thefe fuc* 
ceeded the iiege of Valenciennes; here the merit might ^ 
iaid to belong almoft exdufively to this country ; for it was 
carried on by a Britifli army, commanded by a Britifh oiBcc;^, 
before whom that town, in vain, made a gallant, but ineijf- 
fedual,. refiftance. He could not fee any rcafon why the 
Britifli arms (hould be deprived of the laurels that they jfo 
t^orioufly acquired in that enterprife, unlefs the Honourable 
Gentleman would be pleafed to my, which he oould not im{K 
gine he would venture to ailert, that there was a gre^^ter pr9- 
jportlon of Auftriansand Pruffians than Britlfii troops io thfit 
army. Even admitting that mode of reafoaing, the force ofit 
-would eqtxtfly apply to the expedition againft Dunkirk. Qf 
thsit expeditiofi he begged leave to fay^ that no poilible blan^e 
could attach either upon the officers of men that had been en- 
gaged in it, but, on the contrary, the gieateft degree of praife 
was due to both. 

His next purpofe, Mr. Jenkinfon faid, would.be to (hew 
^hy he approved of the expedition againft Dunkirk. The 
Hon. Gentleman had totally forgot to mention, in the courfe 
of his (peech, the event that occurred at the Camp de Caefan 
In the iirft place, be would confider .the obje^i of Dunkirk; 
and in the next place, he would confider, admitUug the cap*^ 
ture of it to be an bbje£b, the force that had been fent agaWt 
diat place. Nobody would deny, that Dunkirk offered many 
confiderations ^f importance^ to induce a wiih for its acquire-* 
-ment. As a fea^port, the pofleflion of it was particularly de^ 
firable, both as a depSt^ from whence we might pour troops 
and fupplies into France, and as capable of furni&ing a con* 
ffderable -Oielter to our (hips going northward ; for thefe rea- 
fons it was determined to be attempted. It would be admitted 
by all who were any ways acquainted with the wet and mar(hy 
muation of the country about Dunkirk, that if the fiege were 
to be attempted at all, it could not have been attempted at a 
t^ertod later than it was (the middle of Auguft). It would 

An z alfo 
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alfo not be pretended diat the whole of the aHied army ihouM* 
have been brought againft it. The failure, therefore, of the 
exj^edition, could only be imputed to thofe extraordinary ef- 
forts made by the French to fave the place, and which it was 
equally difficult to forefee s^d to refift. As to the imputation 
upon the latenefs of the* arrival of caiinon for carrying on the 
(iege, he denied that that event had any influence whatever in 
the catallrophe, and diough the attack had proved unfuccefsful, 

J'et the event of that attack had been produdive of the mofl: 
olid advantages. To repulfe, with fuccefs, the army that 
had been fent againft the place, it became abfolutely neceflaty 

* to draw together a confiderable force, to be an overmatch for 
' our covering army. This adualiy was the cafe ^ for the 

French having drawn off a very extraordinary force from the 
liites of Wciffembourg to repulfe our covering army at Dun- 
' kirk, Quefnoy became an eafy conqueft. From this circum- 
ftance it was apparent that Dunkirk was looked upon as a 
great objcfl: by the French themfelves. 

Confidering the capture of Quefnoy, which, as he had juft 

* ftated, was the undoubted confequence of tliis diverfion, and 
regarding the other exifting circumftances of that period, when 
the main army of the combined powers was dire&ed to the 

. obtaining advantageous pofts, and to the keeping in doubt and 
in check the army of the enemy, no blame was to be imputed 
to the troops fent againft Dunkirk for their want of fuccefs, in- 
afmuch as they had to contend with a very fuperior force ; 

' nor to the planners of that expedition, for not fending the 
whole of the combined army to the reduflion of the place. 

The next event in order of fucceffibn that the Hon. Gentle- 
man had touched upon, was the affair at Toulon. By the de- 
claration at .Toulon, the Hon. Gentleman faid, that the Britiih 
honour and the Britiih faith ftood pledged to reftore to the 
Toulonefe the conftitution of France. He begged leave to 
reniind the Hon. Gentleman, that the words of the declara- 
tten were, *< the conftitution accepted in the year. 1789." 
It was evidently upon this that the treaty was founded. Ilie 
fecQnd article of the declaration ftated that the white flag was 
hoifted. Every man knew that the white flag w^s aboUfiied 
by order of the Conftituent Aflembly. Then, taking the pur- 
port and date of the declaration, wherein it was ftated that 
peace and tranquillity, would fucceed the four years of anarchy 
and confufion under which the people had groaned, it was evi- 
dent, that by the conftitution of 1789) was not meant the 
conftitution of 1 791. Another ftrong proof exifted in the 
requifitjon made by them to Monfieur to come amongft them, 
and govern in the name of the Kingi while at the fame time, 

♦by 
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by the very conftifution of X79S thatJ?rince> in confequeiicd 
of KiS flight and fubfequent conduct) had been declared a 
.traitor to his country. Even admitting, by way of argument, 
that to be the cafe, the Inference that had been drawn by the 
Hon. Gentleman was totally falfe \ namely, that we pledged 
ourfelves in the mod unquali&ed manner to render prote&ion 
to the inhabitants of Toulon : Lord Hood only faid, that if the 
Touionefe declared themfelves in favour of the French Mo- 
narch, lus Britannic Majefty promifed them conditional pro* 
'.te£iion. The Touionefe confequently declared in favour o^ 
Louis XVlI. and Lor4 Hood, in the name of his Britannic 
Majeftv, promifed to protcft them, and reftore the town, 
fiiipS) icoresy &c. to Louis XVII. when on the throne of France, 
and when we were at peace with that kingdom. We did not, 
,as the Honourable Gentleman had (tated, promife to do one 
thing at. one place, and another thing at another place. On 
the contrary, the conduA purfued by Great Britain during the 
campaign nad been uniform and confident. He utterly de-> 
.nied, that the obje£t: of the prefent war was to eilabliihany one 
particular form of government in France : It was not to build 
up, but to pull down ', to put a period to that defpotifm which 
.at prefent affli£led that, unhappy countrv, an4 menaced all 
Europe. For this reafon, therefore, wnatever party (hould 
fpring up, or in whatever quarter, for the purpofe of oppofing, 
we were bound to fupport it ; no matter upon what grounds^ 
or upon what principles^ that oppofition took its rife. He con- 
fefled, he felt.himfclf particularly ailoni(hed at that part of 
the Hon. Gentleman's fpeech, in which he lamented the date 
of thofe fuppofed to have been left behind upon the occafion 
of our evacuating Toulon. It was to be recolle£led, that the 
fubjugation of Lyons had enabled the French to come againft 
Tottlon with confiderably fupcrior force. Infinuations had 
been thrown out that were totally gioundlefs, relative to the 
.evacuation of Toulon. Mr. JenkinS)n faid, he had no fcruple 
.to denv, in the mod poCtive terms, that a fingle> perfon was 
left benind, who chofe to depart witli us ; but, on the con- 
trary, every individual, who was fo difpofed, was furniflied 
with the means of efcapc. With rcfpeft to the circumdances 
of the fending away the four fliips by Lord Hood, which had 
been alluded to, he underdood the fa£l to be this: There 
were at Toulon a body of 6000 feamen, who were extremely 
riotous and turbulent, being avowedly adverfe to the proceed- 
ings there, and from whom much inconvenience was actually 
fuffcred, and great danger was to be apprehended : It was, 
therefore, deemed prudent, and, indeed, neceiTary, to get rid 
>Df thcfe at all events y and for this purpofe, they were fur- 
niflied 
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niihed with the above veffcb, in order to depart wherever 
they thought proper. Much blame had been imputed to Ad- 
miniftratton for tneir not facrificing every thing to the fuccour 
of Toulon ; but however defirable that objeS might be, he 
never could conceive that the other expeditions, from whFch fo 
much benefit wa« juftly to be expc&ed, were to be facrificed 
to it ; nor did any contrad entered into on the occafion caQ 
for fuch a facrifice. 

With regard to the bufinefs of the rebelKons in La Vendee^ 
;ind the proje^ed expedition under the Earl of Moira, hfi 
conceived, wc were equally free from every imputation of 
blame. It was neither the bufinefs, nor in the power, of this 
Government to afiift them, until, by their coming down td 
the fea coaft, they aflfbrded opportunity for eflcAing a junc- 
tion with them, without fuch extenfive exertions as were in- 
confiftent with the fyftem pf pufhing the war with vigour in 
Zanders. When they made we attempt, we alfo made pre- 
parations for affifting them. 

Having thus gone through the feveral circumftances attend- 
ing; the late campaign, Mr. Jenkinfon proceeded to difcufs his 
other topic, the fyftem upon which it was founded. He laid 
it down as a firft principle, that fecurity was not to be ob- 
tained for this country, without the deftruAion of the Jacobin 
Club. This fecurity was not to be attained by treaty or peace ; 
and herein the prefent differed from all former wars i for^ 
however m thofe our enemies might perfift in their intentions^ 
yet they found it convenient to wave them occafionally, and 
come to terms, in order to recruit their means. In the prefent 
iuftance, the party who made peace, would, in all numan 
probability, owe their downfall to that circumftance, and their 
lucceflbrs be obliged to purfue an oppofite line of condud. 

A great deal had been £aid about the term *' fecurity/' A 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had, on. a former occa- 
fion, declared that the fame fecurity might be had in this war 
as had been taken in any former war, and adduced, by way 
of inftaiice, the treaty of Ryfwick. In regard to this, he 
would contend with that Right Hon. Gentleman, that there 
was not the leaft poflible ground for fuch an argument, and 
tliat the inftance the Right Hon. Gentleman had dated could 
not bear him out in his aflertion. The Right Hon. Gentle* 
man ihould have recolle£^ed, that the treaty of Ryfwick w^fs 
concluded by Louis XIV. at a period when that Monarch hail - 
a defign to introduce the Pretender into thiscountry-; and iit 
order the more efiefiually to put that defign into execution, 
and to throw a veil over his intention, he entered perfidioufly 
into terms of peacci Was that, therefore) a parallel cafer 

Moft 
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tAiHk certainly not $. for then this country entered into a peaee 
that was grounded on a temporalry fecurity, while at the fame 
liine (he ran the ri(k of any circumftimces that might, in the 
^urfe of human afiairs^ arife either to deftroy or confirm it. 
Was that the cafe of France at prefent> or any thing like it? 
Undoubtedly not. Great Britain had not the leaft fecurity for 
II fingle hour I Were this country to make peace with France 
under the circumflances exifting at prefent in that unhappy 
country, independent of the infecority that was attendant upon 
iuch a peace, inevitable ruin and deftni&ion would fall upon 
the head of the perCbn there that (hould conclude it. This he 
conGdered co be a complete anfwer to the aflertion of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman* 

There were two modes by which the Jacobins of Paris have 
^ftablilhed their injBuence throughout France — by the fear of 
th6 g-Mhtine^ and by the eftablifhment of clubs dependent on 
them in every part of the kingdom. Ever fince the deftrudlion 
of Federalifm, it had clearly been the objedi of the Jacobia 
Club at Paris to extend their influence throughout the country. 
In the execution of this, the Jacobin Club tgok efpectal care 
nevet toveft any of thofe inferior clubs with fupreme autho« 
rity, but to make then! uniformly dependent. If the Jacobia 
Club of Paris was therefore once deftroyed, the others were fo 
dependent on it, that they could never agree in fixing upot 
any one obje^ as a point to rally to. The influence of the 
capital over the other, parts is oofervabie in every kingdom^ 
but in France it is particularly fo : If, therefore, the mifohief 
^rc was once deftfdyed, a correfponding tSc£k would be 
univerfally fek throughout that whole country. 

Another argument advanced by the Hon* Gentleman wasi 
that the people were lefs difpofed to iofurredion at prefent 
than they were during the lafl: campaign. . The inference that 
thie Hon. Gentleman had drawn from this was, however^ 
wholly uttfaar. Would the Hon. Gentleman prove^ that, aU 
thoupi adual infurre£lions were not now fo numerous nor fo 
great as they were during the courfe of the laft campaign, the 
Seeds of iniucre^libn and rebellion were lefs rooted than this 
time tweivemontli ? He could aflert from his own knowledge^ 
that the fpirit of infunre&ion was as^ great, if not gveater, at 
the prefent day, th4n it had been lafl year, in the three greateft 
cities next to Paris» namely, Lyons, Marfeilles, and Batiiw 
fleauz. Thore were.otfaer places where the fpirit of difafiec-ii 
tion had manifefted itfelf in a very ftrong degree. When th<i 
Royaiids had lately paflcd the Loire, thev were allowed to 
{proceed fbrwaurd without meeting the finally obftacle from th^ 
• -. ■" ' - *' ^ • P«- 
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peafantry; on the cantmrjf when the £.0pttblican armyfaad 
paflcd the fame way, they were fired 4ipon from villages. 

Sure he was, that if the Jacobin iyftem was deftroyed in 
Parisi the ' fyftem of aAarchy would be at an end in France. 
The great queftion that prefented ttfelf was, what was the 
bed means of deftroytng this fyftem of Jacobinifm ? If the 
war was carried on in Britanny^ it could not be carried cti in 
the Low Countries. Were that fyftem- purfned, there was no 
poflible diance of fucceedihg. To carry on the war entirely in 
Britanny, was to enfure deftrudion upon our army. Defeat 
and difmay muft. have been the inevitable confcquence ; the 
Almighty alone knew whether Europe could withftand fuch 
another fliock. With refpeft to the means by which this ob« 
je€t fo defirable mr^ht be obtained, he was decidedly of opi- 
nion, it confiftcd only in forcing our way to Paris ; and be had 
no difficulty in faying, that the maxx:hiug to Paris was attain* 
able and practicable. To cStGt this, it certainly was prefera* 
ble to proceed by the way of the Low Countries, by which 
we could gain ftrong holds, thereby eftabliihing a chain of 
communication, and enabling ourfelves to proceed with fafety 
tinder the confcioufnefs of having fecured a retreat. While 
the prefent fyftem exifted in France, the enemy had only one 
advantage over us, namely, the power of bringing a fuperior 
force to any. one plaire. But on our iide tliere Temained many 
confiderable and peculiar advantages: We not only excelled 
the enemy in ftri£t military difciplin<!, but in the fuperior 
force of our cavalry. In the prefent diforganized ftate of 
France^ it was impoflible that (he could raife cavalry as eafily 
as infantry. During the latter part of the laft campaign, the 
cavalry of the Combined Powers had been 'of very little ier- 
vice, from the nature of the country which was then the feat 
of conteft, but in the next we ihould derive the fulleft benefit 
from our cavalry^ by having fecured fo many ftrong holds* 
whence to make our efibrts. From the events of the laft 
campaign, therefore, he augured the moft fignal fuccefs in 
that to come. The valour of all the troops engaged, particu- 
larly of the Britiih, was confpicuous. To others he left to 
cieprefs their raptures at the glorious battle of Jemappe, 
where, mirahiU di£iu! <$o,ooo Frenchmen defeated, though 
with confiderable difficulty, 17,000 Auftrians. Be it ms 
pride to exult in the briUiant a£kion at Lincelles* where by the 
unparalleled fpirit and talents of the General (General Iake)| 
fecouded by the memorable valour of his troops, 1500 Britiih 
troops defeated and cut to pieces fome thou£imds of French- 
men. At Linceiics the Britifli .troops performed {achprodi^ 
1 giea 
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gie^ of Tsdour againft fuperior numbers, as would ereSt a mo« 
uamctat to their fame equally htftmg with Time itfelf ! 

An opinion had been entertained^ and frequently contended 
for, which had more of plaufibility than of truth for its Tup* 
port. It had been faidt the commercial fuperiority of thi^ 
country was the principal, if not the only, point worthy of 
attention. So far was he from falling in with this prejudice^ 
that he was decidedly of opinion, that the very eiiftence of 
this country was dependent upon the prefenration of that mar-* 
tial fpirit, by which we arofe to our prefent envied fuperi* 
ority, and to which alone we muft owe its continuance } a 
fpint whidi he was happy to fee pervade all ranks, caught front 
the field, and communicated to the plough, and to the loom. 
Should the moft zealous advocate for our exertions, at the 
commencement of the war, liate wliat was to be expe£ked 
of us, he would fay, we have an ally to refcue from the com* 
mon enemy: They are in pofieflion of ftrong holds, from 
which we muft drive them ; and they have fleets, which we 
muft deftroy, ere we can fubdue them. This we undertookf 
and chik we have in a great meafure accomplifhed. Holland 
refcu^d from the moft imminent danger; Valenciennes^ 
Quefnoy, and Conde, in our pofleflion ; and the fleets, arfc«^ 
naTs, and ftores at Toulon annihilated, or turned againft their 
former owners ; are fo many proofs of our fuccefles^ and tef- 
timonies of our triumphs ! It has been faid, never have there 
been fuch alliances againft France with fo little done; the 
Contrary is the fa£l. There have exifted as powerful combi« 
nations againft France as the prefent, but never was there a 
firft campaign over, leaving the combined powers fo much to 
boaft of. There may have been checks, there may have been 
failures, there m^y have been errors, but nobody would thence 
neceflarily infer there muft be blame. In the famous War oa 
the Spanifti fucceflion, while Marlborough was earning the 
moft iplendid triumphs in one quarter^ Eugene had failed in 
anodier ; but did any one impute mifconduS to him, or cen* 
fure the whole of the campaign upon that account ? In vaia 
did we, in that war, gain the battle of Ramillies, in vain did 
we eain the battle of Blenheim, in vain did we advance into 
the heart of France, if at the end of the campaign, becaufe 
Prince Eugene had been difcomfited, it could have been main-^ 
tained that we were the lofers. X^pon the whole, therefore^ 
he faw no good grounds for agreeing to the prefent motion, 
and fliould give it his decided negative* . 

Lord MtSgrave began with declaring himfdf fenfible how 

unneceflary it would fa« for him to enter generally into the fub- 

je£t, after the eloquent and able manner in which it had been 

.« Vol. III. Bb treated 



treated bfhliHoff. Friend* He conceived it, howeftr, to be 
his duty» from the (hiration in trhich he had happened tolland 
«t Toulon, to hj fcmewliat in reply to the nlloGons which 
Iwid been made to the tranfa£fcioas that took place there* 
There were three points principally confidered in tlic fpeech 
of the Hon. Gentleman who irfade Ihe nwtion : f. Whether 
there was a want of faitli on the part of the Britifh Goyemmcni 
towarda the people of Tcmlon: 2. Whether there was any 
fobfequent inattention on the part of Admtaiftration with re« 
gxcd to the dcfendc of the place: and^ 3. Whether there wa« 
any negle£l on the part of the aifling officers, with.refpe£l to 
Ae evacuation of Toulon. 

With refpcci to civil affairs, he utterly denied that any 
thing like a breach of faith was impotable to the Britifli upon 
the occalion. In taking pofleffion of the town, there was but 
«t» infulated pravifion adopted, by which the regal goTcrn^ 
ment in the nK>ft. general terms >vrs eftflblifbed. In regard to 
what had/bcen £kid refpeding the white flag, he was aftoniffied 
lirhon he beard it faid, that Lord Hood h^ foTCcdrftti) white 
fli^ Upon the inhabitants. The hoifting of the whhr ffig wa< 
9x1 2& Qct thlpu^able to the Britifh, bat waj5 a meJfure fug* 
gcfted and adopted by the inhabitants themfelvcs. The me.i* 
fore was propofcd on the ift of Oftober by M. Bayrille, tl^ 
Prefidcnt of thcJComnuttee of Safety in the MunicipaKry, the 
ohidE magiftraie of die town, to whofc talents and zeal for 
the welfare, of the Toulonefe his Lordfhip bore the moft ho* 
nourable teftimony. M. Bayrillc afterwards came to hia 
Lordftiip, and reqacfl:ed that he, and the fcvcral officers, Bri* 
ti(hf Spanifti, and Neapolitan, then at Toulon, wonld attend 
the ceremony of hoifting the white flag. His Lordfliip faid, 
he not only rcfufod himfelf to accede to this tcqacft, but alfo 
.^;cprer8ly forbade the of&cers to attend, that it might not be 
fiippofed that we meant in the moft diftant (hapc to have any 
interference in the government of France. 
. The Conftitution of 1789 was adopted rn the ftipulation be- 
tween the people of Toulorf and Lord Hood, for the purpofc 
pi quieting the fears and apprehcnfions of every dtfcriptirn of 
perfons, concerning the icftoration either of the ancient de* 
fpotifm, .or any fyftem of government equally o^prelfive. Iti 
fad, fo little were the people themfelves acquainted with' the 
t;iBrfn9 orcojiftitution for which they had ftipulatcd or agreed 
Vpoo^ or any precifc idea of whit they were, that, confined 
as his intercourie with them muft have>beenv from the multiv 
piicily of bufihefs in which be was invoK'ed, he found the moft 
oppcfttfc fcmiments and ideas iipoii the fubjeft prevail among 
t^ero. Somckk fucb deteftation and horror of the old de«- 
,; » * fp<)tUl% 



Apr»ioJ WDODFiat*t f A!tIiMHBN7A|lT RRPIHtTS.. ^, 

ipotifm, h«rfiafliies; I^tfcvc« de Cachet* &c«. &€, thai^tlH^ 
declared themfehres ready* to tiadcrgo every extremity r^tbor: 
than fubmil^ to its revtral ) whiie others, conceiving that thcr 
Jiad adopted the aticieot fyftem, wondered at the coiHiiiuatiei^ll 
of the modern atithoritiesi the Sc<^ionfi, Tribunes, Magiftrat«!s\r 
^c. when -tlicy had agreed ta tlte jpeftoratfoii of monarchy^ 
with all its appendages of noblHtyi orders, and |M:ic(lhoods., 
Thus they themfelTe&emcrtakied iio.fettied notiQt^ as tQ whaf; 
iiiould be thdr future form of goverument. ' 

With refped to the four Unps that tatl been (cm ^w^m 
there was aa abfolute nece£ty for putting Cuch a proje£E int^ 
execution. Gentlemen^ would recoUert, Uiat the tourn was do-i 
hvered up by treaty, and not hy oapituiatioitu The Honbuin 
able Mover was miftaken, if he fuppofed that the whglj) 
of tlic Frcndi.ftcet had acceded to the Articles of tKe treaty. 
Several of the French were much avcrfe fib the term^ and held 
out for a coniiderable time, tiil^thcy werekvcrcotQebyatna'*^ 
jority. Among the 4ifafffe£ted weic^oooTeamtn» who A^di 
no fecret of their ai-erfion to xhe counter re\'t)lft(,it>o, bel\Avdd jm 
fo riotous a manner, and kept thera in fuch continual alarms 
Jeil they {hou4d rife upon them, that it was found necefiary for 
the prefervation of the reniaiudcr to facrifice a past. Under 
fuch circnmftancesj what was to be done ? They caul4 
vot be cohAned according to the articles of the treaty, as» ther 
fifid coram itted^ no overt a6i of violence. Therefore the heft 
ivay to avert ^he inconvenience and prevent danger^ w«6 to get 
rid of them, efpectally as diey were willing to go* Tha 
<jueftion then was, how were they to go? They eould noi 
Jkuim away ; and it was impolitic to fend them iAiiiQediatelytyp 
the country to jote the enemy. The method puriued, he w^ 
fatisfied, v/ould, after due cohfideration^ be admitted, under % 
choice of difficulties, to have been the belt thateotild be adopts 
«tl, all circumftances confi^ercd. 

, In regard to the fituation of Toulon fubfequcnt to this periodic 
he had fomewhat to (late. A remark had been made ox^ 
him during his abfence^ that he had lent home difpatcheft^ 
ftating the comforcaWe lecurity of the place, and yet ha^ 
followed them home whhin a few days himfcJf. The 
f adt was, thofe <Ufpatches had been fent o£F from Touloa » 
confideraMe time before* but, by delays on the way, had not 
reached this cotintry till dole upon the time when he was 
obliged to return. Never in his life did he quit a fituation 
with fuch regret as upon that occafion. Having held the rank 
of Brigadier GcncrA pro t^mpore^ that comtbiffio'h was fent home 
jfor decifion upon : Suffice it to fay, the s.ppointment was not 
£ b 2 contimied 



•W WOOD? ALL*S PAHLtAMniTAltr UOPOaTI. [CoMMimtn 

CMtiiraed by the authority here, And he therefore was obliged 
t6 retttrn, not being able to z£k in a fubordinate capacity* 

The grounds upon which he held out the idea of a com- 
feruble fecurity, as to our continuance in poflcflion of T<Mxlon» 
were thcfe ! Inftead of an extent of fifteen miles that we had 
todefendy as had been ftated, thefurtheft extent of our pofta 
did not exceed two miles from the centre of Toulon. It was 
mic> Aat of the eight pofts we occupied, the whole of them 
were not in fuch a (late of fbrwardnefs as might be wilhed^ 
owing to want of engineers ; but, in return for that, the be- 
fiegingarmy, under Cartaux, wascompofed of the very worft 
troops in France, none of the troops of the line having as yet 
joined them ; and from the manner in which the General him* 
felf occupied certain pofts, to the negleft of others obvioufly 
more advantageous, he was not led to form any very high idea 
«f his fleilly or to fufler any violent apprehcnfions of danger 
hem his eflbrts. Lyons too had not at that time fallen, not 
lad he reafon to expeA it would, at leaft fneedily. Add to 
«U thefe circumftances, he had applied to General De Vins, 
who commanded the Piedmontefe troops, £or fuccour, and who 
returned him for anfwer^ that though.he could not immedi* 
9tely aflift him as he wiihed, owing to fome enterprife he was 
about to undertake, yet he had fuch well-grounded hopes of 
fuccefs, that he trufted he ihould be able in a Oiort time, per-^ 
liaps eight days, to force the French to evacuate Nice, and fo 
fuccour him with redoubled efie£k, by an addition to his force 
€»f twioe the number, and alfo by the difcomfiture ef the coow 
taon enemy. The failure of that General in thofe plans he had 
1^ learned at the time of his fending off the difpatches ia 
eueftion. He tcofted, therefore, that the Houfe would fee 
tfiat he was not without fome foundation for feelii^ and ex* 
ffreiSng fuoh a comfortable confidence in the pofture of our 
affairs, as might tend to raife tlie public fpirit at home, and at 
ihe fame time dcprefs that of our enemies. 
X Of the events fubfequcBt to his departure from Toulon, he 
declined giving any opinion, as he was as little in poiTcflion of 
fads to defend them, as the Honourable Gentleman who made 
the motion was to make good the charge he had advanced. 
The lime might arrive, he faid, when the Honourable Gen- 
tleman who had brought forward the ipotion would have a com- 
mand in like circumftances, and he might then, perhaps, when 
diftant, and not at liberty to explain every circumftance of his 
^ondud, have rea£Mi to lament the prefuming eloquence of 
fome young political Major, who migkt feek diftindion at his 
expencc. I( vras 9 hard r^um for military men to be expofed 
* to 
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tdftidi attackt in their abfence; doablf fo, when pcrhapn 
tfaey might find tlicmfelves obligdl to facrifice part of their, 
leptttation to their fenfe of duty. Officers on fervice had a right. 
He contended) to a full allowance of candour and forbearance*. 

With regard to the ftate of preparation for evacuating the 
IOWA} he knew not enou^ to form an opinion of it ;* but be 
knew that many difficulties might have exifted on that fubjeft. 
To forward a preparation, would difelofe the intention^ and 
encourage the difaffeAed in the town> as well as the enemy 
without. Some diffinrence of opinion might alfo oocur on th^ 
bead between the commanders of different parties of the allies. 
He thoueht it but fair and candid in all military cafeS) particu-* 
larly in ukt confideration of a diftant fervice, during a 5i^$ir, to 
prefume rectitude of intention, where wilful error was not 
dire£Uy apparent. 

As to the charge of n^led in minifters in providing tho 
means of defence, he fliould only fay, he was convinced tbat^ 
if fttcoefs had attended tlie effi)rts made on that occafion, in 
any thing like an adequate proportion, Toulon would have 
been in our hands at this day ; nay, even under all exiiling 
circumftances, be would ftake his life, hischaraOer, andever]^ 
thing mod dear to him, as a man and a foidier, that if the 
whole of the garrifon had been Britifh, he would have preferved 
the ftation to Great Britain down to the prefent hour. 

Sir Jamti Murray commenced his fpeech with declarinff , that 
)ie fhould not long intrude on the patience of the Houte^ but 
fi circumftance or two had been ftated by the Honourable GeiH 
tlemaUi who brought forward the motion, to which he wiihed 
to fpeak, and likewife to make fome remarks on the militarj 
ideas that Honourable Gentleman had ezprefied. 

He before had given his opinion, and dill detained it, th&t 
the main feat of oflfenfive operations near Valenciennes was 
well chofen \ becaufe at the fame time that it afforded the beft 
profpe£t of penetrating France, it efie&ually fecured a defenfive 
bamer to the Netherlands. Whether, therefore^. w« looked 
to felf«-defence, or fuccefsful attack, the choice was moil pr<^ 
^r, fortunately uniting both objeds, without facrificinff 
either, and leading diredly to an effedua) profeoution ana 
fpeedy termination of the war. 

Dunkirk, concerning which fo much had beon laid, waa ak 
lowed on all fides to be ^ place of great import^ince \ it oonfe- 
quently was proper to attempt to get pofieffion of it ; and this 
oottld not be done in any other manner than that which l3^ been 
adopted, without loGng fight of the main plan of the campaign^ 
fH conduced by the Prince of Cobourg. If the wholly army 
' hsid 
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had attempted it,, the othet'objcas muft have been rcKtiqrtJflied* 
Bergues might be regarded as the citadel of Dunkirk, aud wai' 
computed tobe capsMeTofreftftitigfor three weeks, even iftlie- 
whole army of Cobourg hlid advanced ; bilt as only a gWeni 
number of men -could be actually ferviceable on a fiege, the Re- 
mainder r muft ncaco^arMy conftitate a covering army. 9fif^ 
pofingyfof ihftaibcei a fiege requires 50,006 men, loo^ooo^ 
^tll n<M: exfi^editc the capture of the place a ftngle day v aiid^i^' 
the prdfdnt inftance the< main army could not ha^ teturned to* 
profecuto'^e fiegc of Quefnoyi or Maubeuge, tVtt the feafonr 
would ha\'C'be<^ tdo far advanced for fuch an undertaking^ 
Uokfs, tkerefopdy tfhe main defifgn had beeh rcHnquifhed, le 
W^Si neeeflTdiryV if at ally to udderts^ke the fiege of Dunkirk as » 
detached fer?ice« The policy cf a<letathed plan was to be efti^ 
mated by the injury it might occafion to the mainobjccl, 1k>w-* 
€96t deurable in itfctf. Iiffthb cafe no injury whatever occurred 
to that, as the fiege of Qaefnoy was neccflUry, and the remain-^ 
. }n^ force of the Prince of Cobourg was fully adequate to that 
und^rtiiking. Wlicn it was determined upon as a detached 
plan, notinle whatever was Idft in following up the execution 
«f it, with as large a force as could be fpared after the capture 
of Valenciennes, and the arnvy was before Dunkirk on th^ 
fi3d of Auguft. On the 5th of September it became neceflary 
to retreat. ' 

iThe caufe of this event, was the immcnfe force the cnemjr 
had collefted ; and on this fubj eft he differed from the opinion 
ci pre (Ted by the Hon. Gentleman, that the /fve en majji had 
not taken place ; certain he was, that the moft vigorous mea^ 
Cufcs had been taken td recruit the army, as he well rememi 
bered that an infurreftion took place among the peafants on 
account of the violentynearts ufed to oblige them to inlift. 

A part of the army of the Rhine and-Mofelle had joined 
the Northern army by the 22dof Auguft ; and nearly at that 
period the fiege of Dunkirk was commencetl ; and by fom^ 

?>rifoflers taken on tho (aw of September, he was told that 
arge detachments had been fcnt in waggon S' from Bade iA 
;(>witzerland. 

Sir James ailp^fed to a* letter that appeared in the public 

Sints from the Duke of Brunfwick, and which he deemed aU* 
cntic. . l^»r letter, lie faid, mentioned the faft of the junc- 
tion between the armies of the Rhine and the North, and to 
That event attributed the failure at Maubeuge. 
' Hedifehimed all imputation on the Board of Ordnance, 
<ind ^\^ the retreat from Dunkirk was not owing to the Wanf, 
pr late arrival, of canuon or ftores. The time fixed for thctr 

6 arrival 
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arrival was between the aoth and z8fh of Au-^ail-i pfiii," 13 
faft, part arrived on the 22d, in the marning. 
. The-moft important plans of the campaign, lie contondcd, 
had fttcceeded, and it was but little detra£lioii of it; J»^:fk:raJ 
fuccefs) to fay that fome one ^^tachcd plan had faileU. 1 <9 
{Penetrate in tliat campaign to Pario^ or near it, never badbcni 
ferioufly thought of by any body that he knew. Th^ exertion? 
to.fave Dunkirk he reprefente'd as coQtrlbutkig.to Ip/q (^ef* 
noy \ and if thetiege of that town had been foregoite, he Ifiid 
lie had |io doubt that Dunkirk would. have fallen. He. f:opl4 
not agree, Iwwcvcr, that the failure before Dunkirk in any de*« 
gree'cOotributed to the wantof fucGefsb0fQre Maub^ugre \ diey 
were ob^ecls totally diftiu£t and'uiv:oiifie£ledn In Edition t4 
the evidence of the immenfe force colle^ked to relieve Dunkirk^ 
he mentioned a report of 6p>ooo men being at the time ih th^ 
vicinity of Lifle ; a report, however^ which, he belt^v^ to b? 
ratl^r better fou^ided than thofe which were circulated -in thfe . 
rouXfctfy,. about «^e Ipfs of ^tillery before Dunkirk, vi^hioh afr 
forded tlie on)y coljour to any thing like di%raceoH the fubje^t^ 
audb when eatamtued, , would appear deftitute even pf chat 
^'qIouf.. u : • ■ / . • • . r 

The.fi^ge.^ Dunkirk, as. it failed in its objefl:, might jbft 
called 4 defeats but it was not ^vejry defeat which 'e(ita(iii4^i^ 
gface. . The, retreat wto- orderly ond, fk>w : Nothing wa^ ioft 
l>.ut a few cannon, and fome inconCderable qi^ntity of, ftore^ 
'4nd thefe were left under thefe circumftaaces ; ^hey n^ei^ 
brought to the point of attack^ not as ufual, by horfesji but* .t<> 
fcve tliatex'pcnce, by water datti^ge, which' took, up a tiuie of 
(eu or twelve day$. Had thoy ibeen brought by )H>Ffe3,,'tw(( 
days would have been fufficieUt^and in that cife ithey would 
liave been taken, fafely away. The; dj^^sstminatiofi, to :)eav<( 
them 'was not from neceffity, but elteemed preferable, in point 
of policy, to a delay of ten or twebe day9- ; 
. ThesBritiih troopSf be (Siid, l^d gained- much-iionotiti M8 
had been of great fervice; though' $lff Horn G^HHlemanJuirf 
thought proper to regard then(I|L9*'dirgiiaciBd'?nd contfetnptibtei» 
their effed. This he knew wa* |ioc tbe opini« «f ShelPriwfe 
of Cobourg, who acknowledged the fcrvices of the Britt£b 
troops, and had dehytfdpfofec^itiffg* the cat^j^i^^ rijl their -ar- 
rival J ever after, their eo-oiperation [i^thp maft brilHaitt fucr 
cefl'es of the campaign was eminently diftirtgi/irflihig^.and had 
in noinftance fuUied the- military charaf^er of their coun'tcy» 
Valenciennes, Quefnoy, Famars, and Lincelles, bore ample 
tellimpny of 'their difcipline and. valour. The recolledkiout'of 
the affair. ^t:]^«i{u:^]Ies in particular gave him fmguUt pk^rfiurtft 
.■> . as 
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as it threw fo much luftre upon the military exertions of our 
troops, and the BritiOi charaAer itfelf. 

Sir James recapitulated fome particulars of the (iege of Va- 
lenciennes, and explained a difference of opinion ^ich had' 
taken place between the Duke of York and the engineers rela- 
tive to ftorming the hom*work, in which his Royal Highnefs 
at iirft gave way to the cautious recommendation of the engi« 
' users not to ftorm fo foon as he wiflied, but declined wiu- 
drawing the troops from that poft, y^bcn it was taken, agree- 
Mc to a recommendation from the fame perfons, anc^in con- 
fequence of which a fortnight was faved in the fiege. 

The retreat from Dunkirk was neither fudden, precipitate, 
nor irregular, but flow and orderly ; it was alfo ihort, and foon 
converted into offenfive operations: They halted at Furnes; 
Menin was foon retaken ; Nieuport faved ; and the inhabit- 
ants of that part of Flanders relieved from their uneafinefs and 
difmay. The retreat was therefore attended by no circum- 
fiance of difgrace to the Britifh. It would have been ridica^ 
lous to delay fuch a body ten or twelve days for the paltry 
-value of a few iron cannon. On this fubjeft he appealed to 
the do£lrine advanced on a former night, that it was not proper 
for any Member to hold himfelf obliged to difclofe any dunjg 
of which he had private information, and the difdofure of 
which was not formally demanded by the Houfe ; as what he 
was about to relate was a matter of public notoriety, no incon- 
venience could enfue. In hGt^ then, the whole number of 
cannon left was thirty-eight, and not one of thefe was brafs. 
Difierent reports, he knew, had been induftrioufly circulated 
here, the number being ftated at loo, and with circumftancea 
of precifion which befpoke authority ; for inftance, the re- 
fpe«ive {dace in which they were left was named, and in par- 
ticular a certain number was faid to be left in the Great Mole, 
though it was not poffible to place any one in that fituation. 
The ilores and ammunition left behind were alfo inconfider- 
able, not being more than fufhcient for the fervice of one 
week, and by no means of a fufficient value to counterbalance 
the evil of a further delay ofi a point of policy and expedx* 
cnce. 

Before he concluded. Sir James faid, he wiflied to ftate, in 
snfwer to a reflexion which had been made concerning the 
evacuation of Toulon, that he came to Ensland in the fame 
packet with the officer who brought heme the account of that 
event, and that he was informed by him, that not a fingle in* 
habitant of Toulon was left behind who chofe to leave that 
town, and fubmit himfelf to the proteftipn of Lofd Hood. Sir 

Jamc% 
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James conclttde4 with d^ariog that he fliould gire hii ntg^ 
tive to the motion. 

Mr. Sar:gfmt rofe to vindicate the chara£^er of a Noble 
Duke> at the bead of die Ordnance Board, from the imputa* 
tions which had been caft upon him in the courfe of the de- 
bate; and infinuacions more unjuft, he would venture to fay» 
had never boen made ufe of. For the fatisfa£tion of tha 
Houfe^ he would briefly mention what was the ftate of the cafe^ 
and the nature of the tranfa&ion which had been fo much mitm^ 
xeprefented* When the order came from his Royal Highnefii 
the Duke of York, for the military ftoreSf his Grace was theit 
commanding a camp at fome diftance fro(n London ^ on the firfl: 
intimation <» the Duke of Tork'srequifition, the Duke haftene4 
up to town, and gave the neceilary orders. This was on th« 
6ih of Attgttft. It is ufual, when miliury ftores ate feat abroa<^ 
to freight a vefiei or vefiels belonging to the Ordnance office ; 
to avoid delay, an application was made to the NavyBoarc^ as 
in all probability the Commiffioners might be able to fit out 
fome {hips for the purpofe with more expedicion. His Grace 
had pledged himfeU to have them ready with their (tores, and 
at Odend on the 23d of Auguft. When Gentlemen confidered 
tjie extreme difficulty and trouble in the execution of this bufi- 
nef9f it would be found a matter of furprife that they (hould. 
have been got ready in (b (hort a fpace of time, as to be fit for 
taking in ftores on the ao^ They were ten in number, and 
were then ordered down from Woolwich (whither they had 
repaired) to Purfieet, to take in powder. They then failed 
for Oftend on the 23d, and arrived there the 27th. Eight of 
thei9 could not get over the bar, but two dicU This was a- 
corre£t ftatement of fa£ls, for die truth of which he muft 
pledge himfelf. Mr. Sargent concluded, with declaring that 
he i&uld vote againft the motion. 

Mr. J^kyll faid, he found it neceflary to call the attention* 
of the Houie to the motion which was the fubjed: of debate* 
It did not relate, he faid, to any particular perfon, but was ^ 
merely for the purpofe of inftituting an inouiry into the con* 
du£l of the prefent miferable war \ a vrar ol amfice and delu* 
fion on the part of his Majefty's minifters. Having never yet 
learned how it began, as little could he forefee when it could 
have an end \ and he therefore hoped, that if the motion was 
that night reje£led, it would be made annually, and at the con- 
clufion of every campaign, that the people might be informed 
to whom any miftakes uial ibould occur were to be attributed. 
This vtras the pradice in every Sute that could boaft of its being 
reprefeftted; and when this country w^s better repreCented 
than it was at preien^ then it would require no great effort of 

You in. C c oratorj 
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oratory to have a iimilar motion iimncdiatdy and tinanifnooily 
carried in the aihrmative. , A Noble Lord and an Hon. Baronet 
had talked of crimination, and hsd, nbtwithftanding, made 
long harangues in defence of their' conduct $ it fo happened^ 
however, that the motion that h^d been brougl^t forward was 
by no means a motion of crimmation, it was only a propofid to 
go into a C ^mmittee, in which the plans of his Majefty's mi- ' 
Aifters might b** '^invaffed, not the conduft of die men who 
hadVrarried thofe f^ •" '*'^^ execution. Such amotion wa« 
perfe£WyPariiamentJ!ry,ai,vl!^ * < '•' t-'fur^^ of it that (hewed 
the corrupt and bad date of Parliame nt| and which he hoped 
to fee much improi^d. The Noble Lord had ftated, that it 
Was bv accident thathe had any command at Toulon, and that 
he left it with regret. Poffibly that regret ar^fe from the 
UoUe I..ofd*s having foiind himfelf fo very ccmfortable in his 
fituation there« The Noble Lord had thought proper to attack 
bit Hon. Friend with the title of Political Major; that Houfc 
might recoUcft to have feen the Noble Lord in his political ca- 
pacity as a Captain, and they might now behold him in his po- 
Htital Colonelcy ( Imc muft do the Noble Lord the juftice to fay 
that he had acquired the hauteur of his rank, though he could 
not agree, that, with all his prowefs in the field (and he fin- 
oerely believed no BritiOi officer was mote zealous or ardent in 
the fervice of his country), he Was entitled to the dignity of 
wteran. Experience had taught hnn not to fuffer the defences 
of men in that Houfe to take much tScGt with him j for as 
they went only to particular points, in which they can have 
been concerned, the Public has no farther infortTMition than the 
confined evide«ce of their declarations. It was a paltry way 
of getting rid of the queftion, to heap up modes of defence in 
oppofitioa to the manly marmer of meeting the inquiry at 
once> calling forth the accufers, and conironting by authentic 
proofs the grounds of accufation'. He contended that his 
Hon. Friend, who had made the motion, did not mean to cri-' 
minate any officer \ he merely called for an inquiry, which he 
muft frankly profefs, would, he believed, criminate- his Ma- 
jefty's minifters. In this he was ftriftly juftified, as a Mem- 
ber of Parliament •, for the ptrfent was a war that every man 
muft deplore, when minifters for its fupport were driven to 
the unconftitutional expedient of requiring miferable benevo- 
lences from private individuals. After this explanation, he 
did not fuf^fe that every officer in the Houfe would tliink 
himfelf called upon to rife in his defence, or that the Houfe 
t^re obliged to hear them all, when their condud was not in 
the leaft implicated in the prefent queiHon. When an Hon« 
pentlemail (Mr* Jeaki{ifon> had fpoken of Pritice Eugene, he 
• - - hope4 



hgped lie did noe meaft to ky it dowi) a^ a rule, that the Houie 
was not empoweied or jtiftifie^i if they thought he or our alliea 
bskA^piTedfU> in^ire into the pipceedingsof the campaign ia 
queftion. He trufted that the Hon. Gentleman would not 
contend tbM an inquiry ibouid not be inftituted into the con^ 
duit of the war, becau& he took upon him to aflert th^t com- 
meice was but a fubordinate confideratton, compared with* our 
military charader,'* when called into aAion. Did the Hod. 
Idember mean to go the length of declaring that commerce 
fiiould be alKindoBed> and that it would be more beneficial to 
the country to have the natives militarized, as trade was merely 
a languid inftiiiment to her profperity ? Mr. Jekyll concluded 
with' declaring that he ihould|give his hearty aflentto the 
motion* 

Ca/!»(w/if4i£/fw/ faidy lie thought an Hon. Gentleman (Mn 
Sargent) had giveii a yery good reafon for his defending the 
conduA of the Maft^r General of the Or4nanGe | but he be-^ 
lieved it was a reafon tnat W011I4 have viery little we^t with 
anyotherperlbn acquainted with the circymilauces*, - 
r The Colonel adverted to the fpeech .of tHp Hpn. Baronet (jSif 
James Murray )> for whom he profeflcd the utmoft perfonal re« 
{pc£tf but could not help remarking, that tliere was a f^riking 
refcmblance^ which every Member muft have peKeived^ be- 
tween the fpeech and the difpatches of the Hon. Baronet, both 
in point of length, obfcurity, and incoaCftency. In the firft 
place, the H9n. Baronet had ftated, that 100,000 men, em* 
plojed in a fiege, could do no more than 50,oo<w A fingulftf 
and an extrs^ordinary pofition ! When a great mSiber of mejii 
are employed for covering, others for working, others for fori«« 
ing the trenches, a great number for working the batteries, .&c« 
&c. &C. it muft be furely ftrange that all thefe pperations caa 
be performed better, and with more difpatch, with a fmaU 
quantity of men than a larger. 

Anomer novel argument was, that Bergues w^s a fortrefs oi^ 
fuch infinite importance, that it furpaifed the citadel of Dun-* 
kirk; and that confequently Dunkirk, if it had furrendercdy 
could not be retained, unlefs we had gained pofieflion of this 
io^ortant place. If Dunkirk, he remarked, was untenable 
without the fortification of Bcrgues, which it would take 
three weeks to fubdue, how ridiculous to attack Punkirk at a 
time when the Hon. Baronet admitted (he ^feafpn was too fat 
advanced to attack Dunkirk, and when, of courfe, though we 
had gained a momentary poileifion of that fortrefs, we could 
not retain iti as we could not, at that feafon, capture the neigh* 
bourine important fortification of Bergues i or why was not 
ft ^tarament- ien( (rom the Prince of Saxe Cobourg's army to 
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feinforce die Duke of York, if thefe j^laces weieof fiikdi im^ 
portance ? He faid, that when fpeakmg on this fabjefti he 
wiihed not to sddreft himfelf to military men alonet W t» 
•mtn oicmimmfimft. 

The Colonel made a general appeal to the feCliilga erf die 
Hottfe> when die Hon. &ionet made ufe of the etttaordhary 
eipreffion that he had ^ a vaft deal of pleafure tiat onr ttroopa 
Ind been defeated I" He had heard tA plea&nt ndoites, and 
had feen both victories and defeats, bnt till How he had never 
wnderftoody either from hiftoTy» from officers or foMiera, diat 
i^ai was pkaJJMt^ and therefore wiflied for fome proof t6 
convince him. The next thing he defired to be informed <rf 
was *^ the brilliant fiiccefs of our arms.'* Was die Hon. Ba* 
Tonet'a inftance of the plealant defeat to be clafled amongft 
the brilliineiea ? One acxion ioA been frequentlr allnded to, aa 
ft proof of our gallantry and brilliant focceft ) tbe afiair of St. 
Amand, which took place in a wood» where this gnards had 
been ** pleafandy'^ defeated, but where a f«jeant»tnajor be« 
haved moft gallandy. For one, the Colonel fiid, he Was fure» 
^t whenerer die Britiih forces were engaged, they wonld al- 
ways aft with that gaOantryi which wa»>-tM character indivi* 
dually, and coIle£lively, of the Britifli nation ; bttt what he 
contended for was, that, during the whole campaiM, they had 
Cpafce an opportunity of (hewing that bravery tniidi he had 
long known they poffi*fled. One aftion he could notbut com* 
mend \ in that our troops had an opportunity, and they ufed 
it. He meant the aftioa under the command of deneral 
Lake, an able and accompliflied officer, of admirable talentSt 
eo whom the pratfe and thanks of his country were eminendy 
due. General Lake was fent to reinforce the Dutch at a moft 
critical moment, who, on his arrival at the place of appoint* 
aient,had ptevioufly left it, and the place itielf was found in 
BOfleffion of a ftronger force than he expe£led| and for which 
his detachment was unequal. What could he do ? To retreat 
was dangerous. With the promptitude and ability of an ex- 
perienced commander, he xnftantly decided to attack the enemy \ 
he did fo, and repulfed them. 

The Colonel faid, he knew not why an inquiry ihould not 
be made, fince it was highly proper that the people ihould 
know the real extent both of their good and bad fuccefs. His 
Hon. Friend, who brought foiward the modon, had formerly 
moved for the returns of the killed, and he was equally at a 
lofs to know why they (hould be withlield : If to prevent the 
enemy from the knowledge of our loiTes, it was frdttlefs, as 
both at Duokirk and Toulon they muft be fufficiently informed 
in t)iat refpeft already ; and if the returns were withhdd tc^. 
6 delude 
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delude the people, he fufpe£led they would know but too foon. 
At the fame time he fiiould be equally againft fuch a motion^ 
if it had any refetence to a projected expedition, which te*> 
snaioed to be carried into execution. 

Sir James Murray faid» a (hort explanation on his part would 
anfwer the objeiQion the Hon. Colonel had made, as he had 
miftaken every affertion which he repeated. Generally fpeak*^ 
iiig) he knew full well, that any ghren military force was better 
than half the quantity. What he had find was, that a fufficient 
force to condu£k a Cege being admitted,' no addition of number 
wouU.accelerate the reduAion of the fortrefii an hour. ' The 
Hon. Colonel, in his ftatement, had fuppofcd that there had 
not been a force already fufficient. With regard to Bergues, 
he had faid, die grand army could not hare returned to the 
fe^t of their former operations, in time fufficient to profecute 
ahy further fiege, if they had advanced with the Duke of 
Totk's army to Dunkirk, which then muft hare been made 
^ main, and not a fecondary or fubordinate obje£(. 

The affiiir of Famars, Sir James faid, he had not mentioned 
as a retreaty and therefore could not explain what he had neyer 
uttered. The brilliant exploits of the Britilh troops were to 
be looked for in thofe anions in which they co-operated with 
the diftinguiihed effeft he had mentioned, and particularly in 
that of Lincelles, the only on^ beCde Dunkirk in which dief 
had been findy engaged ; and in the circumftances of the late 
affiifr, though a retreat fkilfuUy conduced, not only did not 
detf^A from the credit of an army, but in many cafes confer«i 
red SIS much honour as a vi£lory. 

JUr. Cannmg faid, the motion before the Houfe appeared to 
hini (o be the only manly and decided attack which had beetl 
ma4« upon Adminiftration in the courfe of the feffion, not« 
witl^l^andinff the loud and repeated menaces of Gentlemen on: 
the other fide of the Houfe; the Hon. Mover- therefdre de- 
ferred bis thanks for tlie manner in which he had brought the 
bufine^ fcnrward. He could not but obferve, that the Hon. 
Officefi who had recently fat down, had made a diftxndion 
between military men axid men of fenfe. So little he owned 
did he underftand of the fpeech made by the Hon. Colonel aU 
luded to, that he began to confide'v himfelf rather as a militarr 
man, than a man. of common fenfe ; he felt it beyond the reac^ 
of his faculties to coUe£t the meaning, or comprehend the 
drift of the Hon. Officer^s argument. The Hon. Mover of 
the queftio|i had ftated, that the Houfe, and his Majeftv'a mi-* 
niftera, ought, in. his. opinion, to copfider themrdves. ooligedt 
byhatdogbeen affi^rded an opportunity of defending them- 
mves on the fubje£l and occurrences of the war.. He was* of 
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opurioa^ that they would indeed be wanting ia gratitude, i£ 
tbtj did not nunifeft then* obligation, as the motion gave them 
an opportunity of doing that, which, of all other things, they 
folicited, an opportunity of vindicating thcmtelves againft un- 
founded afperfiott) and of triumphing over the puny attacks of 
their adverfaries. The Hon. Gentleman who had made the 
motion, involvedtwo queftions, to which he thought it incum- 
bent on Gentlemen to reply : Firft, as to the military opera- 
tions of the campaign, p^iticularly with refped to Toulon i 
and fecondly» as to me objeA of the wac itfelf. Upon the 
firft of thete, Mr* Canning faid, he did not conceive himfel^ 
thoroughly qualified to animadvert ; with regard to the fecond, 
he did not conceive that'fufficient grounds lud been laid dowa 
by the Hon. Major, to demonftrate the neceflity of inftituting 
an inquiry. The laft opinion was confirmed, he declared, by 
the doi^rine advanced by the Hon. Major« and by the unan* 
fwerable arguments ufed by his Hon. Friend (Mr. Tenkinfotr). 
The acquifition of Dunkirk was admitted on all hands to be 
eflentially necefTary ; but nothing had been ftated fufficiently 
urgent p influence him to vote for a Committee of Inquiry, 
to ihew that the failure of the attempt againft that important 
place was owing to any mifcondu£l, either on the part of thofc 
onployed in a military or civil capacity, for facilitating its re- 
duction. Gentlemen on the oppofite fide of the Hpuff: had 
, repeatedly aflTerted, that the obje£l of the war had neirer yet 
been denned; it was manifeft, however, that it had been 
^learlv defined at Toulon, as explained by a Noble Lord (Mul- 
crave; ; the Noble Lord's definition turned out to be fuch as 
iJie Hon. Gentlemen oppofite did not approve, becaufe it did 
not anfwer their own ftatements. 

By the declaration of Lord Hood at Toulon, miniftry had 
only bound themfelves to keep that port and the (hips for Louia 
XVIL or whoever might oome to the Throne of France i but 
fuch an agreement did not contain any exprefs ftipulation. to- 
be a£lively afliftant in bringing about the reftoration cd Mo- 
narchy. It was certainly natural to fuppofe that a monarchi- 
cal government would be the rallying point to the people of 
Trance, as both hiftory and experience evinced that the domi- 
nation of an individual was the beft method of terminatmg the 
yoke of an intolerant democracy. • Under this impreflion the 
Convention always regarded the loyalifts as their enemies ; and, 
under the fameronviftion the Britifli miniftry had required a 
fpecific declaration in favour of regal government from the in- 
habitants of Toulon. 

Oj^fition, he obferved, had aflerted that il was imprudent* 
li nunifters to es^pofe, by their treaty with Sardinia, tnat the 

icftittttioa 
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Teftitution of Savoy was their objeft : If it applied in this par- 
ticular inftance, he aiierted, that it equally applied to every 
other occun'cnce during the war, and therefore a Committee 
of Inquiry was contrary to their own do^rine. Gentlemen, 
he faid, had thought proper to employ a good deal of whining 
cant in fpeaking of the misfortunes of war. Their fcnfitive 
feelings would notpemiit them to bear the idea even of deftroy** 
ing that beautiful lyftem, that delightful government^ diftin-^ 
guifhed for its humanity, philanthropy, and religion, which at 
the prefent time prevailed m France. If the Houfe were, to 
look into the hiftory of the human heart, they would fee, that^ 
like nations, where ambition was its j)rimary objed, anarchy 
and confufion muft enfue ; if it were the chjcfk of this coun- 
try to make peace, it muft^xrifli for the eftaUiihment of mo- 
narchy, which government always tended to uniform mildnefs 
and univerfal advantage. The condudir of Government pro- 
ceeding from their wiihes to aid the loyalifts at La Vendee, 
was, to fay the leaft of it, laudable in the extreme ; their ob^ 
jedi ]Mras monarchy, which the hiftory of the world muft con- 
vince them, was the Jine qua mh of peace. He lamented the 
niggardlinefs of minifters, that did not fuflPer them to grant all 
the papers required by Oppofition. The lift of killed and 
wounded, if laid on the table, would doubtlefs afford ample 
room for feeling declamation. ^* It would be (hocking to 
find that faltpetre, dug from the bowels of the earth, (hould 
lay fo many fine fellows low.'' A learned Gentleman (Mt. 
Jekyll) in contemplating the lift, might fay, if it were not 

" For thefc vile guns, I would myfclf be a foldier *." 

Mr. Canning declared, he did not think it an unfair argument, 
to examine the condu£t of Adminiftration during the campaign, 
and contraft it with that which Oppofition, were they in power, 
would probably have held. We (hould ** have a peace vnth 
France, and mould cement our alliance with the blood of 
lings. We (hould be at war with Ruflia, Auftria, and Pruf- 
fia* We (hould haveconfpired againft the liberties of Poland, 
and have plunged that country into a war. They who fub- 
fcribed towards the fupport oi that coftntry, while they denied 
fubfcriptions towards the prcfervation of their own, would have 
ihewi;! themfelves her determined enemies ; inftead of pafling 
the Alien Bill, and the A£l for prote£ling Freneh Property in 
our Funds, we (hould have our towns filled with French citi- 
zens; and in the place of Engli(h Bank notes, our cities would 

jbc fwarming with French ^(rignats* . 

♦ ,» ' . '- 

♦ Hot^ur's exprtffion in Shakdj^are's Ifcn'ry IV. Put I,. 
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Sir WiUsam Tongi q)pofed the motion, ftating it to be hX% 
opinion, that there were no good grounds for inftituting the 

Eropofcd inquiry. The war, as far as he could judge, hacl 
ten wifely conduced in every quarter ; and in a period of 
Ottblic danger and exigency like the prefent. Sir William (aid» 
H became the Houfe and die country to fupport miniftry in 
the meafures which ibey had adopted for the enfuing cam- 
paien. 

Mr. Courtenay requefted the motion to be read ; which be-i 
ing done, he faid, his reafon for it was to judge how far it was 
applicable to the whinine declamation of the Hon. Gentleman 
who had lately fpoken. He had woren together Toulon, Quef- 
noy, Conde|Maubeuge,Valenciennes, Oftend,&c. &c. in luch 
a large and capacious webt ^nd embroidered it with ib many 
flowers, as to make it appear a very (howv and very captivat- 
ing tifiue. The pl^n truth .was, that altJiough there was a 
great difference of (luff in H, it was altogether fo iiirofy, fo 
goffamer, fo cobweb-like, that it was the very worft produc* 
lionof the worft fpecies of our manuf azures* 

Mr. Courtenay adverted to the declaration of Mr. Cannings 
' that ^ if the Gentlemen of Oppofition had been in power» 
there would have been no war.*' He confcfled it, and fup* 
pofed that the Honourable Gentleman had brought this for* 
ward as a charge of crimination, which was in fa£t a high and 
honourable compliment. « Of courfe the Honourable Gentle* 
man then attached a merit to the war and to its continuance. 
He was afraid minifters would not thank the Honourable 
Member for this remark, becaufe they had always hitherto 
fcrcened their conduft under the necemty of carrying on the 
war purely on the ground of having entered upon a defenfive 
war. Perhaps the Honourable Gentleman, having fo recently 
been in habits of intimacy with them, might be better ac- 
<]uainted with their fydem of hypocrify than others were ; ftill 
he feared the Honourable Gentleman was but a novice with 
them, a fort of apprentice in their ways \ and though he might 
have got hold of fome of their fecrets at convivial meetings, 
r^ithout being particularly enjoined to be filent, ftill they could 
ha\c wiflied that he had difcretion enough to know when 
he ought to* fpeak out, and when to hold his tongue. He 
owned howeverj that he could not but be picafed with it, as 
the young Statefman had fpoken juftly, perhaps through ac« 
cident or inadvertency. In regard to the reft of the Hon« 
Gentleman's fpeecb, he had endeavoured to catch the fpirit 
of it, but fo foon as it was poured out, it evaporated. He 
{trove then to condcnle the thin floating vapours, and make - 
t^cm palpal^le, but all his eade<ivours were in vaiui they defied 

the 
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the powers of chemiftry, confifting chiefly of fuch woilfs as 
Dunkirk, Toulon, Noble Lord, Military Men, and Common 
Senfe^ of which laft article very little was to be found. The 
Honourable Gentleman had difclaimed his rank in the military 
clafs, and to prove he belonged not to the other, he had' 
a£led differently from his fpecies. He mud, therefore, be of 
the epicene gender ; fomething between a bird and a moufe. 

Another Hon. Gentleman (Sir James Murray) had talked 
much upon the brilliancy of our jfuccefies at Valenciennes, 
Conde, and Quefnoy. The Hon. Baronet ought however to 
have recollet^ed, by what means thefe places were taken* 
They were taken in confequence of the treachery of the 
French General Dumourier, without which, none of them 
could have fallen ; at a time too when the Republican 
army was diforganizcd and diibanded. Every General, he 
obferved, like Fayette, if the principles of govern nent were 
in his Qpinion unjuft,. had a right himfelf to retire, but not 
to betray others. When Dumourier revolted, the Repub« 
lican army confided only of 1 7,000 men : What was its num- 
ber now ? 

Mr. Courtenay took notice of the laboured defence of the 
plan of operations before Dunkirk, and obferved, that the' 
prefent motion went not to inquire into the meamre of thofe 
who conduced, but of thofe who projeaed it. The plan 
was formed in the Britifh Cabinet, and the Right Honourable 
Gentleman oppofite (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) ad- 
vKedit. fj^ cry of No^ NcJ^-Nzy* ^^ himfelf had avowed 
it during the courfe of the prefent Sei&on. -^fThe cry of J^o^ 
Na^ continued,) Would the Right Honourable Gentleman, or 
any other Honourable Gentleman, prefum^ to ftep forth and 
deny it? There might be forae error, though there was a ftrong 
belief to the contrary, in which cafe it would be both reafonable 
and polite to retraft \X..^^( All JtlmU ) — -It was formed then 
in the Cabinet, and contrary to Prince Cobourg's opinion, and 
the opinion of other able officers. The Right Honourable 
Gentlepian probably wiihed to . (hew himfelf as great a Ge- 
neral as Nouvois ! . Probably he. con&iered, too, how fmug- 
giing. would be depreifed, and the fj^rlale of brandy promoted. 
The Right Honourable Gbndein^n bad, however, by this un- 
lucky advice, been the caufe of all the fubfequent misfortunes 
of the campaign ; for the Prince of .Cobourg, who was at that 
time blocking up Maubeuge, was afterwards obliged to raife 
the fiege; and the reafon qf tbis change was the weakening 
of his array, by the detachment tof. bet ween 30 and 40,000 
men to march with the Duke of York to Dunkirk. 

Vol. III. Dd Mr- 
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Mfi Coattenzj took notice of the defence of the Noble 
Duke (at Ac head of the Ordnance) by an Honourable Geo- 
tlemln (Mr. Sargent) who had fo gratef ally difchaiged all ob- 
ligations, k did the Honottr^le Gentleman's heart honour, 
but let the Houfe cenfidec upon what grounds he had refted 
the defetice of hia Noble Patron. The Honourable Gentle- 
man had faid that the ftores were ready in time, that appli- 
cation had been made to the Navy Board for the conveyance, 
and that the tranfpo^ were in time fupplied. Let the evi- 
dence, continued he, be laid upon the table, and then we {hall 
know whom to blame. What does the Houfe do in cafes of 
this nature i Refufe inquiry I Something ought to be done 
even for the fingularity of the thing. If, faid Mr. Courtenay, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman will give fomc explanation, 
he will ftand much higher in my opinion than he has hither- 
to done, if that be of any confequence; and although he 
ftands very low indeed at prefent, to be railed higher vrill be—* 
Ibmething. 

. Mr. Francis hidy he did not mean to enter into any argils 
ments upon the prefent queftion, but felt himfelf particularly 
called upon by a young Member who had fpoken lately, and 
had introduced a lubje^ in no wife conne£ied with the quef* 
tton«*-tfae fubfcriptions for Poland. Mr. Frantis declared, 
tkit Jie had taken an active part in that buGnefs, and it was 
iupported by the moft refpeAaUe chara£brs in the country, 
Mall parties, from a confcientious motive of itsreditude^ 
and a ckfire to engage their utmoft exertions in a caufe that 
called for the fympathy and the feelings of all mankind. There 
was, he was glad to fee, one Member prefent who had, much 
Id his honour, exerted him£slf in that caufe i* ^re might 
"be more prefent who knew that it had been tsiken up by the 
Lord Mayor, SherifFs, and Aldermen, of the city of ijondon^ 
and no one aft had ever reflefted more luftre upon the ma« 
giftrates of that mat metropolis. The reafons why be en« 
lered k&to that uibfcription, Mr. Francis faid, were, diat he 
thoueht diat it was conftitutiona), leea), and honourable to 
the dbara£ter of the nation. When ne refufed a contribu* 
ttoo to his own counfry, it was becaufe the mode of appli* 
cation for that contribudon was uncmfkutknal. He there- 
fore had DO r^lit to do it. It was alfo unnecefforj^ which 
was an additional resfon. So long as it was the peculiar pri- 
vilege of the Houfe of Commons to do the bufinefs, he ihould 
certainly think it unneceflary. The young Gentleman, who 
had but juft efcaped fron his fchools, and his daiScs, and 
was not yet converfant in the laws and coaftitution of his 
country, had imprudently delivered fentiments which tended 

to 
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to degrade him, and lower him in the opinion of the wqrid. 
(CaU t$ wrJUr.) He faid he meant nodung perfonal to the 
Honourable Gentleman, but merely to exprefs his abhorrence 
of fuch fentim^nts, and that he was the more forry they 
fliould come from a young man, being fo much unlike the 
candour and liberality which it was ufual tameet urith at his 
time of life. 

Mr. dmning explained : He faid he meant no refle^iion on 
thofe who had fubfcribed for Poland, but thought it Mras a nice 
diftin£);ioft to fubfcribe in that inftance, and not to fubfcribe 
when called upon for the fupport and fafety of their own 
country. 

Mr. Aidirman Anderfin^ feeling himfelf called upon, f^td» 
that he was Chairman of the Committee who recommended 
a fuUcripti<H) in favour of PoUnd^ and at the fame time one 
of the Sheriffs for Middlefex. He had tadLcn an afiive part 
in the fiibfcription, becaufe he gloried in fupporting the caufe 
of liberty; and he conceived he had a£lcd a laudable part oa 
the Occafion J but though the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Francis) 
and he then concurred in opinion on that fubje£^ at this 
period, he believed, they widely differed; The Alderman 
declar^ himfelf to be a ftrenuous friend to the public mea* 
furcs at prefent adopted by Government, and confequently 
countenanced the contributions which had been condemned. 

Mr. H. Addin^9n (the Brother of the SpeadLCt) defended, 
the condud of Uie campaign, and faid the only inftaaces ia 
which we had been unfnccefsful were at Dunkirk and Tomionp 
He cbuld not fee the ufe of moving for an account of the 
ftores left at either ; becaufe, admitting the quantity to be 
great, it would fumifli no prefumption againft mtnifters that 
they had not proinded ample means for the operations to be 
performed, and every man knew that the eventual fuccefs of 
military operations did not depend altogether upon necei&ryr 
provifion for the fervice^ or gallantry and ikill in its^xecu- 
tioni Chance and circumftances that neither prudence could 
forefise, nor caution guard againft, often determined the fate 
of the beftrfought field. Mr. Addington confefled himfelf 
little acquainted with the rules of theHoufe. In his opinion 
the more proper way, for thofe who imagined a degree of 
culpability exifted in fome department of the State, would 
be to inftitute an inveftigation into the condu£): of miniftera> 
followed up by an impeacnment, if^ after due inveftigation of 
fads, fuch a proceeding ihould appear to be neceflary. ^e 
obferved, that three months had been fuffcred toelapfe withr 
out a motion, either for inquiry or for cenfure, which implied, 
0)a| either there was QO obvious caufe of complaint, or that, 
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if there were, they could not properly bring it forward, or 
cftablifh it by proof. He bellowed high panegyrics on the 
Duke of York and Lord Hood, and hoped the war would be 
profecuted till the fecurity of this country, both internal and 
cxtcroal, was fully afcertained. 

*Mr. Thompfon endeavoured to explain Mr. Francis's opinion 
df the Polifli fubfcription, which he argued thus ; that Poland 
was oppreflcd, and ftruggling for her liberties; fhe confe- 
quently dcferved relief; whereas it was notorious that England 
was not opprefled, and therefore contributions in fupport of 
this country were the more ufelefs. ^ 

Mr. L H. Browne faid. Parliament could have voted money 
for the Poles as well as for any other purpofe, had it been 
thought proper J and therefore there was no reafon for that 
fubfcription, which did not apply more forcibly to the fabfcrip- 
tions now propofcd by miniftcrs. 

Mr, Fox declared, that fo very little had been faid on the 
minifterial fide, and fo much on that of Oppofition, he found 
it unncceffary to enter into a wide field of difcufCon. He 
beftowed many encomiums on his Honourable Friend for the 
«Wc mrhiner in which he had brought the bufinefs forward. 
In his opening fpeech he had evinced much military (kill, as 
well as confiderable powers of reafoning ; and, in fa6l, had 
treated tlie whole fubjed of debate in fo forcible and mafterly 
a m •'ner, that he had left him little hope of giving illuftration 
to the quclti n by any thing which he could advance. 
• With regard to the failure againft Dunkirt (which they all 
lamented as exceedingly difaftrous to the Britifh arms), he re- 
joiced that no infinuation had been made in the fmalleft degree 
difrcfpedful to the charafter or conduft of his Royal High- 
nefs the Duke of York ; and that after the raifingof the fiege, 
AVeft Flanders had been recovered under the Prince's imme- 
diate orders. What man could do, he had done; but, appre- 
hendmg that his Royal Highnefs had not been properly fup- 
ported from home, the Honourable Mover called for ail in- 
quiry. If miniftcrs were innocent, they could not furely 
dread an mveftigation of their conduft; if guilty, however 
they might be able to glofs over and conceal the fad for the 
prelent, the truth would appear at fome future period 5 and 
the memories of thofe who had been inftrumental in our dif- 
grace, would be configned to the obloquy which they de- 
leryed. Whatever certain Gentlemen might think proper 
toinfinuate Mr. Fox denied that the chara^ers of the Britifti 

{c^f- ^ ^^."' ^''^' ""'^^^ ^"^^'^^ ^ith harflinefs, fcvcrely 
icruunizcd, or m any fort calumniated. 

Every 
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Every man readily admitted, that no degree of culpability 
was attached to the officers or privates in the firitifli army ; but 
every man did not admit, that, by thjC refiftance made by thofc 
in power to the prefent motion, the conduct of miniftcrs was 
completely vindicated. Thee^brts of the Dritifti army had 
induced no diminution of national charafler in Flanders ; he 
was apt to concur in opinion with the Hon. Mover, that thofc 
efforts would have been more fucccfsiul; more fplendid, and 
more glorious, had they been properly fupported by the Ord- 
nance and Navy Boards. Among the exertions of the Britiih 
arms, the a£tion at Lincelles was the mod memorable of the 
campaign ; and he rejoiced in this opportunity of concurring 
with others in bcftowing that praife on General Lake which he 
fo highly deferved. His admiration of the conduft and va- 
lour difplayed in that aftion, was not lefs enthufiaftic than that 
of any man who extolled them the moft ; nor the more, but 
certainly not the lefs, becaufc he had the honour of number- 
ing the gallant officer who commanded among his friends. 
While the military atchievement at Lincelles was, however, 
dwelt on with all the exultation which it fo juftly merited; 
while the Britifti arms colleftively were declared to pofTefs all 
the intrepidity which animated our anceftors ; while they ap- 
peared formidable againft the enemy, when obliged to Titt even 
in fmall bodies ; he W4)uld maintain, in the face of the Houfe 
and the country, that fuch defperate expedients were no proofs 
of a fuccefsful campaign, no reafons foi* the continuance of 
the war. After the capture of Valenciennes, Condc, Qaef- 
noy, Famars, and other places, the combined armies, when 
they flattered themfelves. that their power was irrefiftible, fuf- 
fered fome humiliation by their retreat from Dunkirk and 
Maubeuge. Thcfc calamities, attended by the difgraceful 
evacuation of Toulon, were furely, he contended, no proofs 
of a glorious campaign. 

The Noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) had admitted the evacu- 
ation of Toulon to be a misfortune. This of itfelf was ground 
for inquiry, but had never been urged as ground for cenfure, 

y unlefs inquiry ihould fliew that there had been mifcondu£t« 
The Noble Lord thought alfo that the misfortune might have 
been avoided if the aid expcfted from our allies had been fur- 
nifhed, or if the fuccours ordered by miiiifters had arrived. 
This pi^ved the neceffity of inquiry, for it was material for 
the Houfe to know in what manner the plans of the minifters 
had been fruftrated, whether by the fault of minifters, or of 

, any other perfon. We had promifed prote£^ion to the people 
of Toulon, and if on the evacuation we took away all thofc 
who were defirous of coming away, a gircumftance on which 

the 
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the numerous fubfequent executions there caft a conlklerable 
degree of doubt, we had the lefs to lament in omr failure. 
The Gentlemen with whom he a£led, Mr. Fox faid, had re- 
peatedly urged that better force ihould be fent ; and the Gen- 
tlemen in the fervice did expe£l that fome meafures would 
Kave been purfued which had been adopted by the Britifli Ca- 
binet, but were never executed. What was the reafon they 
were not executed? Were minifters afraid of making too 
great a facrifice ? No facridce. in his opinion, could have 
been too great upon fuch an occafion. -Rumours had 
been circulated, as to the negligence or mifcondu^ of our 
allies during our keeping poflefliQn of that place ; which was 
another reafon for going into an inquiry. If our allies did not 
give us all the afliftance they might hatt done for an objed fo 
important, it concerned the national honour to Ihew the world 
that we had not failed from our own fault, but from theic 
backwardnefs. It was alfo matter of policy for the Houfe to 
know whether or not the Emperor, the ally on whom we mud 
chiefly depend in future, had promifed aio, which on another 
view of circumftanccs he thought proper to withhold. If the 
caufe of this impediment can be (hewn, if it can be htishtCto* 
rily proved that they were defeated by wind or weather, or by 
the neglefl: or incapability, or lax exertion on- the part of the 
allies, ne ihould think it fufficieot reafon for inquiry, and call 
for juftification. 

With refpe& to the queftion aflced by an Hon. Gentleman^ 
what he and his friends would have done had their counfels 
been followed, he (hould only obfenre, that the querift an-* 
fwered himfelf, for he immediately added, that all their mo- 
tions in that Houfe led to peace. 

An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinfon) had been fo good as 
to fasrour the Houfe with his opinion as to the beft mode of 
attacking France, and had told them, that the obje£l: of the 
war was Paris ; and that in order to get thither, they muft 
have a war of pofls, and win their way town by town, break* 
ing through what had been emphatically called the iron fron* 
lierof France. He did not intend to queilion the choice of the 
n;* ;ns if fuch was the end. But a more melancholy profpeft 
could not well be prefentcd 5 and Gentlemen who at prefent be- 
lieved that Paris muft be taken before we could look for peace, 
wouldr he imagined, go home with lefs fanguine hopes of a 
fpti dy conclufion of the war, than they had hitherto enter* 
tained. 

Mr. Jenkinfon faid, he fpoke only his individual opinion, 
when he faid that the Jacobin faftion muft be deftroyed in 
Paris i that therefore, in his judgment, our objcfi was ta 

carry 
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carry our arms to Faris> which could only be done by a war ' 
of poftsy and winning our way town by town. 

Mr. Fm faid he underftood fo. 

Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, .he had every pofllble 
reason to be fatisfied with the arguments on this occafion, and 
with what, he tnifted, mull be the decifion of the Huufe. 
When the Hon. Gentleman gave notice of his motion, he 
threatened to prove, that every attempt in which Britiih coun- 
cils and Bricifh arms were di(lin£ily employed, had been un- 
fttccefsful. The Houfe would recolletb, that he had promifed 
to meet the Hon. Gentleman on this ground, and dreaded not 
the force of his proofs. The Hon. Gentleman had faved him 
the troublct by rclinquifhing the greater part of it. If he had 
no other reafon for thinking fo, the time cbofen for making the 
motion would alone have convinced him that he had little to 
apprehend. Had folid grounds for cenfuring minifters been 
cafy to be found, the Gentlemen who fat oppofite to him were 
too well difpofed, too adiive and induftrious, to have been 
three months in bringing them forward. A motion for in- 
quiry into the condu£^ of the laft campaign, could have beea 
ufefuUy made only to difcover pafl: errors with a view of cor« 
re£bing them ; or, if thofe errors were fo grofs as to prove 
miniilers unfit to be truftcd, to have perfons called into the 
executive departments more capable to plan the next canv- . 

£aign. This he was fatisfied could not be meant when he 
eard the Hon. Gentleman oonfine his motion to Dunkirk and 
Toulon. In noiae of the operations in Europe had Britifh 
arms or Britiih trouncils been diftin£):ly employed. Out of 
Europe, where his Majefty's troops afted fingly, every opera- 
tion had been fuccefsf ul. The French had been driven from 
the continent of India; they had been difpoifeiTed of their 
fliare in the Newfoundland fifliery ; the ifland of Tobago had 
been taken $ and the prefent great progrefs made towards ac- 
qoifitions ftill more important in the Weft Indies, under the 
command of officers whofc zeal and abilities aflbrdcd th^ 
greateft confidence of a fpeedy and complete fuccefs. When 
he recoUeded all this, he could not but admire the difcretiony 
if not the candour, of the Hon. Gentleman, in confining his 
inquiry to the operations in Europe only. But, narrowed as 
the motion was, he might have been difmayed by the blamings 
and bodings of the Hon. Gentleman, enforced with fo much 
eloquence, had he not remembered to have heard the fame 
eloquence employed in charging mifcondu«El, and prefaging 
diXafter, after the firil campaign of the late war in India. In 
another campaign, that- war was terminated, and terminated 
eonfefledly a» much to the honour of the iliuftrious Conv- 

mandcr, 
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mander, who had raile<l his own reputation above that of any 
diaracler of almod any age or nation, as to the advantage of 
his country. If the Hon. Gentleman (hould prove as bad a 
prophet on this occafion as he had done on that, he would no 
doubt feel as much fatisfadion in the one cafe as he had felt 
in the other. The inconveniencies of inouiry during war 
were fo ppreat, that they ought never to be hazatded, except 
when the failures were of fuch magnitude as to argue incapa- 
city on the part of miniftcrs, or to occafion fuch diftruft of 
ultimate fuccefs, as to produce a change of fyftero. The 
failures at Dunlfirk and Toulon were far from amounting to 
this. Of Dunkirk all that could be faid was, that we had 
made one uufuccefsful attempt. At Toulon, although wc 
had not done all that could have been wilhed, yet what wc 
did, was an inftance of (ignal fuccefs. No man lamented 
more than he did that our fuccefs had not in each inftance 
been more complete, but the caufe was not attributable to the 
mifconduft of the Government at home, but to a train of in- 
furmountable difficulties, which no man pould forefee. He 
repeated what he had declared on former difcuffions, that the 
blame refpefting Dunkirk, if any, was not attached to the 
Boards of Ordnance or Navy alone, but to miniftcrs col- 
lei^ivcly, who were equally lefponfible for erroneous meafures. 
It was needlefs for him to attempt the vindication of the 
Navy Board ; he would, however, affirm, from the firft au- 
thority, that had the whole navy of England been riding near 
Dunkirk, the fuccefs of the army could not have beenenfured. 
Every arrangement was formed to fupport the attack by land ; 
and no effort at fea could have prevented the failure of the 
operation. 

Previous to the evacuation of Toulon, we had a force which 
iufficiently ftiewcd the attention and the diligence of miniftcrs; 
nearly 17,000 men there in garrifon. With regard to the 
evacuation of Toulon, every part of the proceeding manifefted 
the utmoft ikill and ability in its condu<^ } every exertion bad 
been made for the relief of the inhabitants; and, in proof of 
that, he was autborifed to affirm, that no perfon, who ex- 
preflcd an inclination to leave that unhappy place,' was aban- 
doned in the hour of diftrcfs. If the unfortunate pcoj^c who 
remained, and changed their effijrts in favour of the Conven- 
tion, thinking thus to work their falvation, had been de- 
ceived, and fell vi£linis to the implacable refentment and fan- 
gtiinary eagernefs of the rulers of the Convention, that misfor- 
tune entailed no difgrace on the Britifti miniftry, or on Britiih 
officers, but affi:)rded a freih proof of the horrors to be' la- 
mented as the prevalent charaderiftics of the cxifting govern- 
ment 
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mcni of France. Tliofe who embraced every opportuoUrto 
fulJy our glorious exertions at Toulon, ought, the ChanceUicnr • 
of the Exchequer faid, to recolle£l, that if we had been obliged ! 
to abandon that place, we had, previous to our departure^ * 
given fuch an effeilual blow to the French navy, tnatages., 
would eiapfe before they would be able to recover their loS^s, . 
a^ a maritime power. . — 

The Hon. Gentleman, cpnfcious that he could not. ma1;e 
but his cafe upon the two points of Dunkirk and Toulon, had » 
gone at large into other parts of the campaign, in order to ihew 
th^t the general ifTue was fo unpromifiijg.that it ought in pru^ - 
dence to deter us from profecuting the war. This was the' 
rpal xpieftion, and it had l:^en fo ably argued by other Gexitle- 
mea, that Ve ihouM touch 'but briefly upon it. TI^ BritiQi , 
troops had eSe£led the falyation of Holland i by flopping the 
progrefs of Dumourier, they had af&rded the Auftnan troops 
an opportunity of beating the French in the firfl inftance, and. 
afterwards alufted in driving them out of the Netherlands. 
None of thefe important obje£):s were acchieved without their 
aid» for they w^re landed in Holland before the Auftrians 
pafled the Roer. When the Netherlands were cleared, a.ge«* 
neral plan of operations was concerted ; Conde, Valenciennes, 
and Quefnoy were taken; the French were driven from the 
drongpofts of Famars and t^e Camp cif Caefar^ and in two 
inftances only, at Dunkirk a^d Maubeuge, the arms of the 
allies were wanting of fuccefs. Was this a plan of campaigiv 
arguing fuch incapacity a^ to call for an inquiry ? In all thde 
traafaSbns the Britifli arms cooperated, fhe veteran troops, 
of Auftria, much to their own honour, and. much to the ho- 
nour pf the Britifli troops, afFe£bed not to conGder them as 
their lnf<;riors in military fkill* but (employed them and ii£led. 
with them fide by fide. If the Britifh troops were baiRed at, 
Dunkirk,, ^hey had the.comfort of knowing, what in any other 
point of view mud be confidered as a misfortune, that tne col* 
ledieiAuftrvati army, was baffled at M.-iubeuge. Hefawno^. 
thing, therefore, to prevent Britifh councils and Britifh arms^ 
fro^f claimiog fheir fuUfhare of glory i and he put it to the 
Hottte, whether tlie ifTue of the campaign was vi£lory or de« 
feat^ honour or difgrace ? Was not our general fituati'on with 
9 view to future fucce& /nuch improved r Not fo much as pur 
hopes, it wfis true ; for fo great was the flake for which we! 
were contending, that nothing fhort of complete fuccefs could 
fatisfy public expectation. In fa£l, the rapid fuccefs of the 
firfl part , of the campaign had thrown into fhade the more 
fuhftantial advantages obtained in the latter part of it. 

VoL.in- Ee When 
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^ WHetf KJcntlemco on the other fide were alked what would 
haVc been the fiiiiation of the country had their advice been 
f6Ilowed> they anfwcrcd with an air of triumiph — at peace. 
Wotild even a delufivc and difgraccfiil peace have been the 
cfinfcouhicc of their tne^fures ? if it had, we muft have borne 
the mfblts' and aggreffions of the French, incurred the dif- 
gra^ of having abandoned our allies, and fuffercd the Nether-' 
Ijtnd^ to be wrcftcd from the Eihpcfof. The Righk Hon. 
Ocntkman had not faid fo in terms, but he had faid that the 
vrarwfe anneceff^y \ and the only qucftion was, Had not*l!hc ♦ 
FrehcM attempted all' thefc things, and could they have? b^en 
prev^tcd but by v^^vf . • • -. r j 

The ChanceMor of - the Exchcguet gave eac]i o^ i^ ^Ifr*' 
c?pal arguments advanced in fiipj^brt qf tlie motion ^ pointed' 
and dircd; reply,* or'put it ai^de with a farcaftVi inS ftVeri* 
rebuke; and after declaring, thit y^hocver imagiried that ttei 
allies did pot concur ^ith rcfpcft to the time and iUt fcftct cJF* 
the cxpeditioTi againftDunTcirkVvrfert mifinformcd,; and ftiat* 
nothing could be fo unwife as to tiiitltatc an inquiry intb any 
(bpjf/ofe'd want of co-operation oh' tne part of our aflies,, at a- 
timitwhen fo much depended "on their cordiality' and good*I 
wiH,^' concluded v^th faying, thlat he'%buld give his decided* 
negative* to the motibti. \ ' 

*^ Mf". Pox faid,; he had never, Bv^atjy fpccch or motT6fi, grvi?i¥ 
rbom to fup]iof^ that he was mbic inclined to* abandon dilr 
^ies, or undervalue the Netherlands as a barrier fbir Hollantl, 
than' bis Majetf^'sf miniftmr* He h^d rhcrfely pdhtchaed' for 
the policy of tryrn^ to gain' th"e points in difputc by negotia- 
tion, befOTe •^^e relbrted to wdr. The mihSler had negotiated, 
a&id failed ] afidt the opfy^ueftion ndW'was, whether the txi66t 
df p(*gbtiating adopted by the miniftferwas better dr -^orfe 
than that which he pVopoftd. • . ''^'''\ ) " .''•'^' '\ 

"', JfPajor^Maiiland; in reply,* faid, 'he'-^vmhcd the inbtibn ^ 
Rave heen in rfbleir'harid^, and* partitjifiVbiilfindft'pfevehted'fiinif 
rprn makirig itiVrbiier.' The bper'aticyhsofthe war diit cf^n^ 
i^e* Had been.ftai'worfe conduflM;. *W^ the'"ahtA(ipt-'<m" 
SljrrHhico'Jorj^rtenPHe intenderf^to' iiiakc tlKft'a fcpifetc 
f\;l3jeft of rtiquiry. 1/ he'MC^as wro^g iivftatin^4he atriya* t)f 
i^c Britifh troops in Holland, rainlfters h'j<d mifledhiW. • The 
.fttnc Gizettt, that of the 4th of Miircb, fl^tctf,' tTtett the' "Bri^ 
tjfh troops arrived there on the firft of iVlaifeh, aii^ th;^*£ Gene- 
tat Cfairfavt pafled the Roer, and dcfeated-the-TrehcTh "on the 
itth of February. To this victory the Dutch th'eni^elvtts attrir 
&uted their Talvation. To grant all the botifted fucd3ffes^'*he 
dcfired Genrlcmen tcT took at the fituation of the Aies;*the 
King of Pruffia's feccffion ; the Duke of Brunfwick'$ refigna- 

'' ' * 'tionj 
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tton ; General Warmfei's retirement ; Prince Cobdurg fo{)tet- 
-fedsd; the Emperor in felf-armed preparation ; andtheoffi- 
,cer$ at rariance. A Noble Lord (Mulgrave) had thought-pTO- 
per,the Major obfesred, tocfaarge him with attacking abfeitt 
officers, and to alk him how he would like to liave iiis^ own 
imlft^i;^' cbnda£k attacked ^in his abfencebjrfome politicallMal- 
'jor } — Although bis fervices^^ad not merited fo high a military 
{ranJc) he was as old xn'tbe pit)feffion ap the Noble Lord. U 
was no part of bis chara&er -to fay thati'in' the abfence of aoy 
.man^ whidi t)e would not fay in his prefence; and l^e ap« 
pealed to the Houfe whether he bad not' estprefsly declared* 
Y^iaic he Imputed no blame to any of the officers employed' oti 
the -fervices which were the fiibjeA of Jiis motion. 
' fheifA^t again trod over &e ground of his arg;ameifli 
•widi refpe^ to die proceedings at Toulon, and conchided Wiih 
.ilaclarsng; that whatever the decifibn of the Houfe mig^t hAr. 
he (hould always find a gratification in reflefting, that £e hfilo 
brdughtffoTw^rd the "motion about to be determined biW' -^ 

The^Qbaftcellor cf the Exchequer and &ir taffies MuhUf t^'tfOh 
iaid a feW words in Explanation ; after which the queftiOh-W«s 
. pof,.and the Houfe divided : i xo> 

Ayes , •^ 3S .. ■. 

Noes ^ -^ t48 , . u 



Adjourned. 



Majority 133 



HOUSE OF LQRDS; 

Friday, April 11. 



,. Jn a .Committee of the whoje Houfe, went thtough tl^ Jlz- 
Gtiequer.Loaoj.the Gkfs Duty, and tlie Marine Bills. 

.NEW MILITIA BILL. 

,The Order of the Day for going into a G)mmittee upon the 
Bill to encourage and difcipline perfons who fhall enter as vq- 
iunteers for the internal defence of the kingdom in cafe gf 
emergency, being moved, 

'/ The Marquis of Lanfdown rofe, in conformity to his* notice 
^0 the Houfe, that he would take the opportunity of that ftage 
of the Bill to trouble their Lordfliips with a few words on the 

.fubje£l. He faid he felt the neceiEty of endeavouring toex- 

Iitafn Hs own condud, as he found that great ftrefs had b^en 
aid in his abfence on the circular letter of 1782, which he 
had the honour, at that time, to fign as Secretary of State, and 
addrefs to the Lord Lieutenants of counties, to the mayors and 
£e 2 magiftrates 
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iefhain^' it-' was neither Ifgal nor conftitutiona^ and 
mod e^stially^o take awav'what had e\cr been confideved 
ibe grcateft priTilege <^ Parliament. The exigeilcies of the 
pofixnt onfostunate ixrar might require extraordinary means of 
tttpport, and he (hoaldbe as ready as any man to contribate 
lib'ibarf in a legal and conllitutSonal manner: Buthe had no 
ilea of tountCDancing afiy uhconftitutional method of forcing 
AtmoxitY otttof the poocets^ of individuals by minifterial ihr 
ftuenoC) hecaufe it led to infinite mifchief. 

To ftieixr how difficult it is to reftrain'the hand of power 
vrider the name oif BenevoleiKes^ his L&rdfliip gave the fol« 
lovnngas an inftance of one of the many fliapes itpUts on^ fo 
■SLto iinake it almoft impoffMt to get fair hold of it. ' Count 
de- la Lappe having told him how much the little )>owers iA 
jElcrmany-were under the fway of the greater powers^^e^atfted 
she Covmt'how this was poflible, where the rights and prrt^ 
leges of aH were fo well defined ? The Count anfweted, tfcat 
tins ivas of no moment ; fince, for example, if the gttat^ 
ftolnrers wanted men, they would write the mod dvil and re^ 
fpe£lful letter imaginable, defirilig half a dozen or a doeen of 
ttieir fined people as recruits ; which the little powers iljif n<K 
ilare rcfufc. In GTermany there was lio remedy for this. * In 
£ngland, if a Gentleman of remarkably brilliant talents^ vtiiA 
jvhoie public-fpirittd principles might make hin^ for^t his 

CVate intetefts, (hould attaek finecure places and other fimi^ 
evils, fome cunning man might fay, " Have a care'j are 
'diere no fuch things as ibeatres in the world ; and may not 
^y be fit objei£):s of taxation ?'* which was'in plain words fay- 
ing, before the Public, " Attack finecure places, and your thea^ 
4bT fiiali be taxed \ fpeak of our penfions^ ^nd you (hall pay for 
•Ac attempt.'* But if the German Prince had no remedy, the 
Macquls faid he-was proud to know, that in England, in thfs 
fcfpqft :it. Icaft, fuch m^n hadtRcir rcfources. He hoped, that 
•the Public itfclf would tike care of any individual fo menaced, 
^Did cfasit his theatre wdiild be made popular by it, fo that in- 
•fteai^ of hurting his private property^ it w6akf be increafcil by 
•k ; or at all events, -ihould any man, under fuch circum(lance.4« 
•fuffer,. he .would become a fair objeft of public benevolence, 
and fubfptiptions, h^ hoped, would not be -wantirtg to ma)tfc 
dhim a double gainer. But though this might hold in fingular 
inftaoces, yet if minifters chofe to fet on foot Tcheroes of fub- 
fcription, timid men, warning in brilliant talents ^ mttraft pti- 
.pular fupport, would have theii' money ta all rntfeirti and pur- 
Ipofcs wrdled from them by Government ; or elfe,-iftiimo- 
.mcnt of faire alarm, fuch as was propagated a year ^o,«tf a 

fubfcription 



faBfcriptftfh' wa$ planned by Gbv^hmcnt/ and ftiiiportB**!3f 
their frSeiicis and d^paideitfs^what woiil4 become oftbbfe vbo 
declined fubfcribing? . . i 

The Marquis fp6kc' of the adJVe, vohintary fpirit of. feveVa) 
individuals in 1782^ and partieui^riy took notice of the offer 
of'a ihip by- a Noble Eafl^, whofb^eal and ardoar tn.theiiuk^ 
li^ Caufe at the tibie^ did him in&tiite* honour. He ^tdaici; 
the tiafl froifl tha-ealumnies ckif h^d been'caft on hhn on" ihc 
occafion, and faid; he had himfelf Tuggefted the paragraph ^riir 
the KHg's fpe€ch whlth ^Ihided tathat- 9ffeT,:andto the irfea- 
dinafJ^Mrn by the Gity of London, atid In other partsof die 
lliYvjsjdolni «6* ftand forth itt <he^ g^e#al defente. 

- Wffll t-egalckl.to the prefcm-waKAc muft ever depfcrq-iKar 

<^e 'df 'tHe'fn^'Qn/oi'ttinat^ calamities^ that ever &ad Imai 

^ lfctJ*lghtl)A tK^ asfUfitry by the it^cQs aqfd i^adncfardf bainifterKr 

■■ l^iejUft^ofl^tJhy of' oAr being abtetb catry on the wak-witb 

any hope of fuccef^'^Was n&^ obviotte; Stsen^ at any rate, wi» 

thtf geH«-»l o^Son* on the clomincm. Hi fpoke of the cbn* 

dtf^t<>f'lh1d hMmty at Le^h<!>rn-afld atG^noa as altcfretbet uo^ 

jtifftlfeli)^^ Out tresktment? of tfre Grind Qtike, ia particixiari^ 

fife' firtrmtd, had fee h moft ftaificful}'we had oblig^id him. to 

fesd^a^yitl vyhorit Ur^thoOfht priipfcr tdprofcribc as obnox4 

Sous peirforts, ai wett hteowh fut^efts » forc^gncrsr^ xiorlixd 

c6rbehayioUr10'Denm^tibdeil Kefd iftiipMper. WhatKadbtci| 

tte'eoftfe^Ufenc^ ? the Khig <$f Denmiak had been offered # 

ii§bfe^ttbfcri*pft<>n to e^abfehitn'tb* r^bdiU his pai*ce|. kielf 

. rtdut^td'^lhe^; but the Kiiig .Vithti patViotfpirii^propbfea 

td'apjjl)! WtbMf&rtl»6«ing oi!iF His feet- to^ proted himeatnM 

Bty j^aWd fiii c6nd(ia had h^tti njppidrtd by Swreden j itot coni- 

{feiiid*of% Riifflay^Ud he believed it wasnotdiffikedeVenfaf 

Pvajte; ;ql(^'MaTqiii^ d^l^^ thit he w6\ikl n6t'en%^oii th<S 

fUt)jed ia whYeh he ^t'is abbtjt ilightly to alhiHe, becimfe he would 

ivdW aflfetdthg any^gibiftid fdl- am' ii1ip'utati6n of his havmg m 

dedre td do miJtfihvdf v bilC he c()Uld not help fittcerery wlihing 

that ail was well in America and elfewhetc, Hi$ fjordfhip faid, 

if^Tflftp(5fl[ft>fc^faf hint to irAagihe \\aw long minifters. meant 

Ib^'jrf/ftj^ere in the hopelefs cofiteftin which they wetcen^ 

g»g^ y but if they thmight fuch fubfcriptions, as^ their csrcu^ 

• toVrf Ld^fchcle * ' . *• 

t The p:4^agffaph wat at followi i " ThU refpe^lable ftate, itpdcr the 
bldling of Gpd» I attribute to the entire copfi(t6nce which fubiifts between 
jne and my people, and to the rcskfine(s which has been flicwn by my fub- 
reSi in my city oFLond6n^, and in other parts of my kin^d^Htw, to ftand 
rorth in t^e gen^r^l defence. Some proofs have Utel^ b«en given of .pub- 
lic fpirir lit private itai» wbkh would do honour to any age, and any 
country." 

lar 
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lar letter called for, vtmid ioppty them with the means of con« 
tsntting it to any extent^ he bdiered they veiukt 6iid themielyes 
miferably miilakcn. 

' L^ Abin^onrok^ ltd addxeiled Ae Houfe fubftantialk as 
fidlows : '^ My Lorcb : Happening to be in the country wnea 
the motion was made the other day by a' Noble Earl of thia 
Houfe, " for cenfuring the Meafure of granting to the Execu* 
tive Go v ernment an^t private Aid» Benevolence, or Subfcrtp* 
tioiv for public Purpofes, without the Confent of Parliament," 
and having- formerly (that is in the year 1778) moved a propo-^ 
fition of like import to your Lordfliips, ^nd troubkd the Houfe 
with my fcntiments xu^n itj it is for this reafbn that I havQ 
flow iupoo' the late occafiofi to regret my abfence from .the 
Houfe :v> for meaningi bad I been prefent, ,moft deddediy to^ 
have .voted for the previous question, that was then put mA 
cafliied«»Lihould at the fame time have h^theoppprtunity <»f 
€Rq»laining the reafoart and motives of my vote. 

• if^ But Kt it not beprefum^ that» in giving this vote for 
the. prevknis queftion^-Iihould, in any one word or thougbt^ 
(ave changed the opinions which I had before held and main* 
taiaed \ they were too well grounded on fafbs^ and too welt 
Attpported by authority at the time, iot. me, by any novel ar« 

Sments now, to haye departed one iota from thofe opinions 1 
^s whidi the country has ever &nce had abundant rta* 
ton to deplore, and authority, the greatnefs of which none 
will difpute, when I fay, that I have now the fatisfadioq of 
kaving in my pofleffioA a letter to me, from that great and illui^ 
trioiis ftatefman the late Earl of Chatham, in which he not onljf 
approves the meafure, but ** laments his incapacity of not beii^' 
abte, b6m indi^pofition, to give his fupport iniM matter,*' as 
his Lord&ip fays, '* certainly important, and well wojrtliy of 
the public ^>ir]t that gives motion to the inquiry.'* There are 
other authorities toO) th^t I could in the fame manner avail 
myfelf of ; but this authority alone is 4 bdft of:itfclff and fuf« 
ficicnt for my purpofe* * f.. ;f 

" I iay then^ my Lords, that this vote would have proceeds 
ed from no change of fentiment in me, for the cafes pothsisg 
the fame» and the times materially different, there was AO^'caU 
for any change of opinion. 

^ The cafe of 1778 was, that Parliament gnApurp^lf id- 
joumed, in order to prevent the interference of Parliament 
v'ith the private fubfcriptions that were then fct on foot for 
public purpofes s whereas, in 1794, the Parliament is/tf/^^/f 
kept fitting, vritlfthe view of legalizing (as the very Bill now 
before us proves).tbat which otlvsrwife would have beeni moft 

undoubtedly^ 
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tintlotibtedly> in my opinion, both unconftitiltiontl atod il- 
legal. 

** And as to the times, who is it that ftall compare theift t^ 
gethcr'? At that time, that is in 1778, Parliament was making 
war upon our fellow-fubjcds in America, for the purpofe ef 
laying unconftitutional taxes upon them, and in fomuch, there- 
fore, in violation of the conftitution of this country. In 1 794, 
Parliament is making war, upon our old, natural, and ever to 
remain, implacable enemies, the now SafwCw/jf/^/ of France ^ 
and fpr the direft oppofite purpofe, not of violating, but of 
faving, our conftitution from ruin and dcftruflion. In 177B, 
then, fobfcriptions were had for illegal and unconftitutional 
purpofes; in 1794, they zrt had both for legal and conftitu*- 
tional purpofes. 

. " Thefc, my Lords, would have been my reilbns for the votfe 
I fhould have jgivcn for the previous qiieftion,- knd thtk are my 
conftqbctit reafons for the vote I (hall give for this Bill."- • 
* [In the courTe of his fpeech, his Lordfhip mdtitioned the me- 
tnorabie expteiBon of Lord Lanfdown towards the elofc of the 
American war, that ** he feared the fun of Great Britain iv^s 
/it for tvfr\** He alfo mentioned. his having voted f oV thfe 

Eeace made bv the NoWe Maquis, and fd, hefaid, he >W^aUl 
ave done if tne Devil had niade it.l • ^ , - • 

Thr Mar^fs Gf Lanfdown declared, he did not etpeft an at- 
tack from the Noble Earl, who had lived in habits of tlic^atmoft 
confidence with him during his whjle ^dminiftration : It was 
true that he had ufed the expreffion alliided to, and he h^d ndt 
the fmalleft hefitation to confcfs that he had been miftakett. 
He was heartily glad that the country had far^iVcd the loft, of 
America ; it was a proof of her internal ftrerigth, and that^ 
when all her dependencies were cut oiF, if flib tookcarc ©rheiv- 
fclf, ihe would ftiU remain a great country. 

Lord GrenvUh began with Obferving, that the Noble Marquis 
had received a bad report of the debate that had taken place in 
his abfcnce, or he would not have been led to imagine that 
the meafure of the prcfcmyeat had been defehded on the mea- 
fure of 1782, and on no other ground whatfoever. So fat 
from it, thcmeafurt 6i the pfrefent year had been defended in ' 
a moft able and eloquent fpeecli by a Noble Friend near hirA 
(Lord Hawkefbury), on the ground of law and the conftitution; 
defended on the high authorities of Lord Bacon, Lord Hard*- . 
Wicke, and Lord Mansfield \ defended by precedent, by au- 
thority, by reafon, and by argument. Did the Noble Marquis 
mean to fet up his opinion, that of an individual, as paramount 
to the opinions of Lord Bacon, Lord Hardwickc, and Lord 
Mansfield ? Snrc he was, that the NoWe Marquis had no fuch 
' Voi. in. F f intention. 
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ii^tentioiiy diat he did pot mean to refift the conftant and uni- 
form ilream of praf^ice that had been purfued ever fince the 
family of the Houfe of Btunfwick fat upon the thxone of thefe 
kingdoms, and that the miftake of the Noble Marquis muft be 
imputed folely to the cxtremelv bad report that had been made 
to him with re(pe£l to what haa pafied when the fubjeft was laft 
under difcuffion. The meafure recognized by -the Bill before 
their Lordlhips, was a meafure, that, in all wars in which this 
country had been engaged^ had been reforted to by our mofl: 
able ilatefmen ; it had been adopted by Mr. Pelham, by the 
late Earl of Chatham, and by the late Lord Guildford ; the po- 
licy of it no man could reafonably queftion. Much pains, how* 
ever, had been taken to prove a difference in the two letters^ 
that of 1 782 and that of 1 794. In what did it confiil ? In point 
of principle, policy, and effeft, they were precifely the fame. 
In juftification of nis own meafure, the Noble Marquis had 
read the opinion of the late Lord Aihburton, a privati^paper 
as he fuppofed y and whether great credit was due to it or not. 
Lord Grenvitie faid, depended on the manner in which it had 
been given, as their Lordihips welt knew what wild opinions 
were tometimes given bv gentlemen of the law. That the 
letter of 1782 was underfcood to mean that a fubfcription was 
ncceiTary, was evident, from the anfwers of not only one or 
two indhriduals, but from the Mayors of Doncafter» Tan2x>uth, 
Leeds, the Magiftrate of Sheffield, and feveral others, in which 
places fubfcriptions were a£kually begun. As tlie Noble Mar- 
quis had the anfwers in his hand, the Houfe would certainly 
have been informed, if they had contained any other conclu- 
iion; inftead of that, the Noble Marquis had expreffed him- 
lelf difpleafed with the anfwers that had been alluded to, and 
had 'iiud, that mayors, bailifi^, portreeves, and conftables, 
were ienorant men, and did not underftand his letter, and yet 
the Noble Marquis liad addreffed it to thofe ignorant perfons, 
although he had that day told their Lordflitps, that the fenfe 
of the intelligent Public upon the point, was to be coUeAed 
from the Lords Lieutenants of counties, to whom his Majefty's 

miniftershad fent tlieir letter of the prefent year 

Tie Marquis of Lanfdemn fpoke to order. He muft in- 
terrupt the Noble Lord. He had faid no fuch thing. He 
knew to the contrary. On the occafiqn alluded to, he had 
reafon to find that there was great good fenfe in Mayors, Bai- 
liffs, and Portreeves ; he had only (aid, that there were two or 
three who mifunderftood his letter. In fuch a declaration he did 
not intend to caft the fmalleft refle£lion on that defcription of 
people; they by no means deferved it, and efpecially from 
him. He would however purfue the matter no farther then, 
I ' but 
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hvLt referve himfelf for a reply to any thing that might fall from 
the Noble Lord, which fliould require an anfwer. 

LardGrenville refumed his fpeech> and declared himfelf 
happy to learn that no fuch infinuation had been intended by 
the Noble Marquis. He thought much real information was to 
be procured from the Mayor of a Corporation, as well as from 
a Lord Lieutenant of a county. With regard to the two mea- 
furest he muft, his Lordfliip contended, maintain that what he 
had before faid refpe£ling them was undeniable, viz. that they 
were the fame in policy, in principle, and in effeft. The 
Noble Marquis had maintained, that the objef): of the letter of 
1782 was to confult thofe to whom that letter was addrefTedjupon 
the propriety of arming the people, and that it did not fuggeft 
a fttofcription or call upon the iubje£l for money, whereas the 
prefent meafure propofed a fubfcription. This, his Lordfliip 
faid, was a mere cobweb diftin£bion, the fiimfinefs and fallacy 
of which a moment's reflection would enable any man to de« 
teCt. The objed: of the two meafures was clearly and un« 
queftionably one and the. fame; becaufe calling upon .indivi<« 
duals to arm themfelires, and recommending it to them to pro-^ 
mote a fubfcription for that purpofe, muft in the end cpft the 
fubjeC^ money, and no man could tell him, that there was any 
difference between fubfcribing a guinea, or fubfc^ibing a 
muflcet, by taking the guinea to a gunfmith and buying one^ 
On what grounds of reafon or common fenfe therefore could 
it be aflcrted, that to fuggeft a fubfcription to a body of people 
lor the purpofe of local defence, was a grofs violation of the 
Conftitution, and to requeft the fame people to arm them-^ 
felyes with a view to the fame objedl, was perfeAly legal and 
perife£Uy conftitutional ? Having by powerful arguments ina- 
nifefted, that the diftin£tion attempted to be let up was 9 
diftinQion without a difference, his Lordfliip proceeded to 
take notice of that part of the Marquis's fpeech in which he 
had animadverted upon an Honouraole Gentleman in another 
Houfe of Parliament (Mr. Rofc), becaufe he happened to be 
m poffeflion of certain official emoluments ; and becanfe he had 
reminded another Honourable Gentleman in the fame Houfe 
(Mr. Sheridan) that theatres were as liable to, and as fair oh- 
jeCis of taxation, as finecure offices or places, which from 
their nature might be deemed freehold property. It was to be 
recolle£bed, Lord Grenville faid, that the official emoluments 
enjoyed by the Honourable Gentleman in queftion, had been 
earned by long and laborious public fervice, and that the moft 
lucrative office he had, was an office (that of Clerk of the Par- 
liament) which his Majefty had been requefted to beftow on 
him in confequence of an unanimous addrefs from that Houfe, 
F f z pointing 
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pointiBg the HoDoiuable Gentlemaa out as the mod proper 
pcrfon to fill it. With rc^rd to what the Noble Marquis had 
(aid reTpcAing another Honourable Gentleman^ he agreed 
with him» that the Honourable Gentleman might become the 
obje& of a fubfcription, and poflibly the fit objed of a fub- 
icription, but he did not believe that there was any great pro- 
bability of a fubfqription coming from the Honourable Gentle- 
man on the prefent occafion. His Lordfhip again adverttd to the 
letters of the Mayors of Doncafter, of Leeds, and of Yarmouth^ 
fent in anfwer to the Noble Marquis's letter in 178a, and alio 
to that of the Magiftrate of She£Eield» as affording ample and 
undeniable proofs, that chey underftood » fubfcriptiou to bear 
liie expence of arming themfelves as an eflentiaJlpart of tho 
plaa of the Noble Marquis. As to the foreign anonymous cor- 
refpondence of the Noble Lord, it was extraneous to the quef-^ 
tion before the Houfe, and he did not feel himfelf called upoa 
tp make any. reply to it. In regard to the war, he felt the 
fame fcntimcnts that he had always done, that it was a war of 
neceility, a war that we were compelled to carry on without 
regard to the queftlon of fuccefs, and a war that muft be per-* 
fevered in for our own fccui'iy. In a war of conqueit or 
aiiiblllony It might become a nqeliion, how far that war fltould 
be puifued ; but ia the preleiit we were fighting fox every 
thing. The French^ rulers exifted only by \\ ar. His Lordihjp 
feid^ thatttcre was no comparifon between their refources a^ 
th.i rcfnurces of^hi* country. The comparifoj^ was abundantly 
in curfiivour. We rauft therefore perCft, or forfeit our laws^ 
qur Irbeity, our religion, and our coiiflitution ! 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, he had not meant to have 
troubled their Lordftiips with a fingle word, but he felt him- 
felf obliged to que ft ion the arguments of the Noble Lord who 
(poke iccond in the debate (the Earl of Abingdon), and to aik 
liow he could have rcconcikd it to himfejf, had he been prefent| 
to have voted in the fcrmer debate for the previous queftion^ 
after (.aying moved fuch refolutions as he had done in 1778* 
The Earl read the refolutions moved by Lord Abingdon ia 
1778, and reafi^ned Upon them at fomc length. He next pro- 
ceeded to juftify the mea'ure of the Noble Marquis in 1782,^ 
and condemned that of the prefent minifteis, contending that 
the Circular Letter of 1782 was diffimilar to that. of the prefent 
year ; that the former was IcgaJ, and the prefent unconftitu- 
tional. What he wiflied principally to take notice of before 
he fat down, the Earl ifaid, nas the very extraoirdinaryy 
apd, as he thought, indecent and -unprovoked maouer, ia 
which the Nobic Seciictary of Staie had thought proper to al- 
lude to an Honourable Friend of his m anocnei Houfe of Far-* 

liamenu 
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liament. T\xt fubrcriptlon entered into in that initance, was 
a mark of public approbation of the condufl of that Gentle- 
man, whofe whole life had been fo well fpent'in the fenrice of 
his coantry. It had nothing of party, nothing of fa£lton in 
its principle j it was the vohintary tribute of public feelii^ to 
public merit. He would not, l\e faidy enter into any kngch 
of difcuflion on fo delicate a fubjeft, but would appeal to the 
Noble I^ord as an individual, and beg him, when he laid his 
head on his. pillow, to afk his own feelings, whether, when he . 
refle£led on the expreffions that had fallen from him*, he could 
jufUfy himfelf for fo illiberal an attack, on a 'Gentleman * of 
.honour, ability, and his diftinguiOied chara&er; if upon 
Teconfideration, the Noble Lord felt no repugnance for 
his allufion, all he could (ay, would, be was well aflured^ 
have no weight upon a mind fo fteeled againft every finer 
feeling; he hoped the words had efcaped the Noble Lord in an 
unguarded moment. Before he fat down, the Earl obferved, 
much had been iaid of the talents and fervices of an Honour- 
able Gentleman, and great praife had been beltowed on him ; 
all he could fay was, that he never had feen the Clerk of che 
Parliament exercifing thofe talents fo much extolled. As the 
Public paid for them, their Lordihipshad a right to the ufe of 
his abilities, having addrefled the King to appoint him to his 
fituation* 

The Duh of Lads faid he did not mean to condemn either 
the letter of 1782, or that ient by Mr. Secretary Dundas ; he 
thought there was merit in both : But he could not agree with 
the Noble Earl near him (Lord Caernarvon) that the meafure of 
X 782 and the prefent meafure were one and the fame, and won- 
dered that he had refted fo much of his argument in a former 
. debate on the exaft (imiiarity of two plan^, which had not 
any refemblance. This do(^rine being held, fomewjiat 
alarmed him, becaufe perfons out of that Houfe might draw 
this conclufion from ic : The King, by his prerogative, has 
the right to declare war; and if thefe arguments are true, he 
can aUo ra^ men and money-^^rjo, he may declare war, and 
find the means of carrying ic on, without the aid of Parliament. 

His Grace (aid, he thought he had been forgotten as a Lord 

* It is with the utmoft deference th *t the Reporter prerumet to offer his 
opthion of whnt ismvint in argument during debate, and is underftood 
hj any other Nol)te Lord ; but cither the £arl of Laudrrdale was in lbin« 
error, or he himleJf was at the moment moft egregiouily deceived. Ic 
appeared to him, that Lord Grenville (intended only to reply to what 
had fallen from the Marquis of Lanrdo>Kii, in lilufion Co Mr. She- 
ridan; whereas it is evident that the Earl of Lauderdale conceived that 
Lord Grenvil]e*s remark* relative to a fubfcription, applied to a di^reiit, 
Nt not lefs diftinguiihed character, in the Houieof Commons. 

Lieu« 
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lieutenant * by minifters, as he did not in the firft inftance 
rccciye the Plan, but tlic general Circular Letter had fincc ex- 
plained it, and he found that other Lord Lieutenants. received 
the Plan at the fame time* With'rcgard to the meafurc itfelf, 
he thought it a wife one, fuch as the circumftances of the times 
called for, and therefore in his opinion, his Grace faid, mi- 
niftcrs appeared to him to be entitled to the thanks and fupporc 
©f their Lordlhips. * 

The Earl of Catrffanfon faid, that Qie Noble Duke who fpoke 
laft had entirely mKtaken what he had obfcrved in a former de-' 
bate. He ntocf had aff'ertcd the plaiis to be flmilar ; they cer- 
tainly were not ; they were each probably adapted to their re- 
fpeflive occafions ; but he faid then, and ftill maintained, that 
the two meafures refted on the fame arguments for their lega- 
lity; that the objeftions urged in the late debate againfl the 
prefcnt meafure, applied with fimilar efleft to that of 1782. 
It was urged by fome Lord* in that debate, that the two mea- 
fures differed materially ; that the prefent, in violation of the 
principles of the conftitution, folicitcd money of the fubjeft, 
and'that the meafure of 1782 did not require a fcilling. He 
obfervcd then, and nothing that had been faid tliat day had 
ihaken the obfervation, that as the requifition for money was 
deemed illegal, only becaufe the money might be employed in 
raifing men, a requifition for men, without confent of Par- 
liamem, was ftili more decidedly illegal ; and this was avowed 
to be the objcft of tljc meafure of 1782. The two meafures, 
therefore, refembling each other in that article, were fimilar 
in principle, even it there was no requifition of money in 
i'fB2. But the demand for money was as diftinft and unequi- 
Tocal as in the prefent meafure. Unlefs meni arms, accou- 
trcntents, and ammunition, can be fupplied without money, - 
it is impoflible to maintain that the fubje£l was not called upon 
to furniih money for thofe purpofes : Both meafures, there- 
fore, were equally objc£lionable, or, as he contended, equally 
wife 5uid leg;:!. He could not help lamenting in the hft debate 
the abfence of the Noble Marquis, whofe concurrence he ex- 
pcftcd in fupport of the prefent meafurc, his imagination not 
lurnifliing him v^-ith any fubflantial difference between this 
meafure and that of the Noble Marquis in 1782. " In this cx- 
pcflation, however, he found he was greatly miftaken j for the 
Noble Marquis was not difpofed to admit any merit in his own 
condu£l at that period, if the admifiion led to eftabliih fimilar 
merit m the minifterj of the prefent day. He was defirous to 
ovcrtnrn the folid bafis on which the merits of both are jointly 

• The Duke of Leeds is Lord Lieutenant of the Eaft Riding of tjje 
County of York. 

built. 
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built, and reft his own feparate claim on the frail and unten^ 
ble foundation of a groundlefs diftinftion. Though he (hould 
thus facrifice the merits of his own meafure to involve that of 
the prefent day in one common ruin, he exclaims with the 
jealous fury of Virgil's heroine, 

natumquc patrcmquc 

Cum genere cxtinxcm: Memet mper ipfa dcdiflem. 
It will not be difficult to prove, that this Would be the fate of the 
Noble Marquis's reputation as a patriotic ftatefman, if it reallf 
hung on the flender thread to which his indignation had fuf- 
pended it. He ttufted, however, that the Noble Marquis wa$ 
fafe, for though the ground upon which he chuf?^ at prefent to 
reft muft fail him, he has made no impreffionr on the real merit 
of either meafure. The Noble Marquis ailerts, that the two 
meafures differ efientially, fo as to make the meafure of 178a 
conftitutional, and that of the prefent day unconftitutional ; 
and he grounds this^iflertion on a very curious inference, which 
lie draws from a defirc, exprefled in the circular letters of 
J 782, to have an anfwer, with obfervatlons, .from tlie feveral 
towns to whom they are addreiled ; and he concludes, that it 
muft from thence be clear, that it was intended to lay before 
Parliament the digefted plans. He afferts, that no anfwersor 
obfervations are defired in the circular letters and plans of the 
prefent moment ; and, therefore, no intention exifted of byin« 
the plans before Parliament ; but a criminal intention of rail-' 
ing men and money, without confent of Parliament, is mant- 
fefted by the omiflion. It will be enfy to reduce this dlftitic- 
tion to its real weight, by comparing tht two plans a^d let- 
ters : Firft, as if they neither contained this deGre of an 
anfwer, and then examine what change will be operated by 
tlie infertion of this claufe. 

" The two plana are not In their principles materially dlf? 
ferent, but if he did not admit that both of them, from the 
nature of the, tranfaftion, were neceflarily intended for the 
approbation of Parliament, and if the proof of that intention 
was folely to be drawn from the internal evidence of the two 
plan^ and their letters, it would, upon the face of the meafure 
of the prefent day, appear that it was intended for the delibe- 
ration of Parliament, for it could not pofliblv be effe£):ed 
without 'j and it would appear upon the fate of tne other, that 
it might be put into execution without tlte intervention of Par- 
liament, and therefore did not necefiarily imply its knowl<»Hgc. 
The firft propofition in the prefent plan is, ** to augment the 
militia as it was praQffed lajl ivar\'* which was, by an KGt of 
Parliament. The Noble Marquis will find it difficult to (hew 
how minifters, if they were inclined to le^ men and money 
without confent of Parliament, can augment the militia in the 

manner 
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manner ftated, or even fimply augment the militia, whkh'is 
an pffspring of Parliament, without an application to ParlisH 
ment. No force, no power, no moner, can extend the mi<? 
litia laws, or fubjeft the men raifed to tnofe laws; Parliament 
alone can efFe£l it-. The men propofed to be raifed by the rc-» 
maining articles, are dated to be (ubjefled to ^' the prorifions 
of the Mutiny Bill ;'' this is equally impra£ticable by the ope-> 
ration of any power but that of Parliament, inafmuch as no* 
thing but Parliament can make an A£t of Parliament, l^e 
King might endeavour to do without a Mutiny Bill, or fubfti- 
tute fome arbitrary meafure in its room, but he cannot fubjeft 
men to the provifions of the Mutiny Bill. \Lord Lanfdownj 
in a low voice, faid, ^' The fame claufe was in the meafure of 
1782.''] The Noble Marquis is miftaken ; there is no fuch 
claufe in the plan of 1782; none from the terms of which 
this inference czn be drawn. I do not mean'*, fatd tt)e Noble 
Earl, ^^ that it was not intended, for I do not difpute the pro- 
priety of either meafure. 3ut in this miferable, narrow com- 
ment, upon words and fentences, in order to extra£i with 
fubtilty a plaufible imputation on Government, verbal criticifm 
is the only defence } and there certainly is no claufe in the 
plan of 1 782, in terms referring to the Mutiny Bill. There is 
one that fays, that the men raifed are to be fubjc£l to military 
difcipline, in the fame manner as his Majefty's regular forces. 
Every article of the plan of 1782 may be put into execution, 
without an tk& of Parliament ; and there is no mention of or . 
allufion to Parliament either in the plan or letter. If, there- 
fore, the proof of an intention to apply to Parliament muft be 
drawn from the internal evidence of the plans and letters, the 
meafure of this day would be fupportcd by proof ai the inten- 
tion, and the mealure of 1782 would be defective. Add to 
this, that the plan of the prefent time is (as the letter dates) 
conununicated to the Lord Lieutenant of the "County, with a 
view to the augmenting the force; it is communicated to the 
perfon whom the King ofHcially confults refpe&ing the mili- 
tary force of tlie county ; and who has official coramunicatioti 
with the King and his miniders on that fubje£l. It contains 
no orders or authority to take any immediate deps to aug- 
ment; but is, in the words of the letter, a communication 
with a view to augment. No words ca:n more clearly mark a 
cortfuUation •, there was no need of pointing out his duty to 
the Iiord Lieutenant, or to mark out the channel by which he 
could convey his cbfer\'ations. The propofals of 1782 arc 
fentdirettly by the Secretary of State tb the Mayors or towns, 
the very perfons who are to adopt or rejedl them ; to perforis 
who have no oSicKil communication with the King or nis mi- 
nifter but by the chminel^ then opened, and' to which they are 

defired 
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defiled to refer in the neceflary aofwers/ whether they adopt 
tfie plans as fent, or propofe fuck improtements as the fitii»- 
tion of the places may require, and which they are invited to 
make ; and tbefe are the only obfervations required in the fair 
conftradion of the letter ; but in the dtftin£l terms of the letter 
it is fuppofed that they may immediately adopt the plan if it 
fuit' them, or make fuch improvement as the fituation of the 
place requires. Anfwers are in this cafe defired, becaufe 
there was na other mode of being informed of any impedit 
cnents to the execution of the plan in thofe cafes where they 
could not be adopted. No anfwer was required of the Lord 
Lieutenants, becaufe it was their duty to reply to all official 
communication, in a regular and known channel. But are 
we really to underftand the Noble Lord, that waving all in^ 
ference drawn from the nature of the tranfadion, which is 
common to both, that an anfwer being defircd in 1782 im- 
plies, by virtue of the terms, an intention of confulting Par* 
liament, and that the omiflion of thofe terms implies an tnten* 
tion to put the plans in execution without their approbation. 
The Noble Marquis might as. well aflert, that it fuppofes a 
reference to the Pope as to Parliament, to neither of which 
there is the mbft diftant allufion in atiy part of the plan ot 
letter. If this rule of conftru£):ion is applied whenever fimilar 
words may occur, it would make terrible havock in the com- 
mon conception of mankind in the ordinary intercourfe of 
life. Would the Noble Marquis have his friends interpret 
his invitations to dinner by this rule which he applies to hit 
invitation to the Mayors of towns to arm ? If he (hould at the 
comer of his card add, ** an anfwer is dcfired," are they to 
underftand that he has nbt determined to give them a dinner, 
but only inquires into the ftate of ^ir ftoroachs, in order to 
obtain an AQ, of Parliament to enable him to entertain them ? 
Thcfe words become more fignificant than the nod in the 
Critic, alluded to by a Noble Earl on a former occafion, if 
they mean all that the Noble Marquis is pleafed to infer from 
them. This n|ay appear ludicrous, but it is not more fo thanr 
the attempt to eftablifh the diftin£lion. An aifcrtion of the 
Noble Marquis, for he has ufed nothing like an argument, 
cannot be met with ferious argument. I have liftened in vain 
for thn proofs which I expedied the Noble Marquis would 
produce in fupport of a pofition fo extraordinary, but he has 
involved repeated aflertions in a mafs of extraneous, matter, 
(hat neither appl(es to the Bill before us, nor to any part of 
that meafure which he has made the fubjef^ ^of converfation, 
and fo which he has fummoned the H^ufe. "Either this fen* 
tence requiring an anfwer with obfervations, muft have tl.e 
fcnfc he gives 1% wherever it ihall be ufcd, or he will fail to 
V«f"Ii|. 0^ prove 
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prove that it can have this cffeEt in his circular letter. He 
niuft alfo (hew, that it has no other meaning in the letter, for 
it is fomewhat unreafonable to expe£i that we ihould refufe to 
thefe words the clear and diftindl meaning and reference to 
the fubjeft of the letter, namely, an inquiry whether they did 
adopt the plan, and whether they did require arms, &c. ac- 
cording to the choice given to them in the 8th claufc of the 
plan, and in other parts ; and, inftead of that clear meaning, 
give it one that is not exprefled, and has not the moil dtftant 
allufion to any thing in the letter. Permit me to put anodier 
cafe, I am afraid too common ; I do not mean it ludicroufly, 
but it appears to me not to ditfer in a fmgle Hiade from the 
fuppofition in queilion, and to be llridly applicable. Sup- 
pofe a fon, during the life-time of his father (who holds the 
purfe with AriGt and jealous care), in order to fupply the exi- 
gencies of the moment, (hould apply to money-lenders, and 
folicit them with various proposals to advance money, or 
foft oUtSj annuities, or any other of the ufual modes by which 
money may be raifed, at firft fight it would be natural to fuf- 
peA that the father's confent and approbation had not been 
obtained, and that it was an affair intended to be tranfadled 
without his knowledge ; but if the fon fhould add to this let- 
ter the cxaft phrafe of the Noble Marquis, namely, that " he 
defired a fpeedy anfwer, with fuch obfervatlons as might occur, 
in order to carry the plan immediately into execution," it 
would then, according to the Noble Marquis's reafoning, be 
apparent to every body, that the obje£b of the letter was to 
colleft information, in order to lay it before his father, and 
that his previous approbation and confent was to be obtained. 
It is impofltble to deny that this inference is as Juft as that of 
the Noble Marquis, and yet no pcrfon will be found to draw 
this inference in either cafe. But, my Lords, too much of 
your time has been mifpent in this converfation without a fub- 
je6lt and in arguing an idle and unmeaning didindion, which 
tlic Noble Marquis's own condud difproves. It is manifeit, 
for the anfvvers to fome of the letters have been produced, 
that many of the pcrfons to whom his letters were addrcfl'ed, 
underftood that it was propofcd to them without delay to raifc 
the money and men, and accordinj^ly they fent anfwers to the 
Noble Marquis, informing him, that they had raifed money 
by fubfcription, and fhould proceed to put the plans into exe- 
cution. Did the Noble Marquis take immediate fteps to ilop 
this flagrant violation of the Con flit lotion, as he now rcpre- 
fents it? pid he immcdia!ely inform them, wi^h the indigna- 
tion he now cxprefl'es, that he had not offended the conftitu- 
tion of the country, or the privileges ^ Parliament, fo much, 
as to alk them for money or men ? That it was information 
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and advice alone that he wanted, in order to communicate it 
to Parliament ? Did he, by the return of the poft, difclahn a 
fufpicion fo injurious to his charaftcr ? No, my Lords, he ac- 
quiefced by thw filence in the'true conception they had of his 
letter, and fuffered the fubfcription to take its courfe. 

Earl Stanhope (who had accidentally interrupted the Earl of 
Caernarvon in one period of his fpecch, by calling out, Hear! 
hear!) began with apologizing to the Noble Earl for having 
interrupted him. He begged the Noble Earl to be aflured, 
that by calling out Hear ! hear ! he meant to teftify his ap^ 
plaufe at the fisntiments then uttered by his Lordfhip, agree- 
ing, as he did with him, that all refted on the principle of the 
thing, and not upon the means of carrying that principle into 
cfFe5. He would cotitend, the Earl faid, that the whole aft 
of caviling for fubfcriptions was illegal, and that the King had 
no right to take a fixpence .from the fubjcfl without the con- 
fent of Parliament. 

The Marqim of Lanfdown rofe again, wlfliing, before the 
Houfc feparated, to take notice of a few tHing? uiat had been 
iaid in the courfe of the debate. With regard to what had 
been faid by the Noble Secretary of State, relative to there 
being no difference between fubfcribing a guinea and fubfcrib- 
ing a mufket, it was abfurd and futile in the higheft degree. 
The Noble Lord called upon him to fay, Wliat difference mere 
was between the one and the other ? Let the Noble Lord alk 
the Conititution, and not him. There was, in faft, a wide 
difference, and a broad diftin£tion between the two : The onfc 
was legal and conftitutional, the other direftly the rcvcrfe : 
So that what had been termed a cobweb diftinAion, was 6l 
the utmoft confequence. The King could certainly call upori 
every individual in the nation, in cafe of an invafion, to come 
armed, but he could Hot take a guinea out of the pocket of a 
fmgle individual ; and he hoped to God that would always re^ 
^/hain the cafe. Thefe modes of recommending fubfcriptions 
from minifters, in their official capacities, could be confidered 
as little lefs than com'pulfory 5 and therefore it was forcing 
money from individuals. A great deal had been faid as to the 
anfwcrs fuppofed to have been fent by him in reply to the l<ft- 
ters received from the Mayors, Magiftrates, &c. of large 
towns on the fubje£l of the circular letter of 1 782 } and it was 
dated, that no trace of them was to be found in the office. 
The Marquis faid, he would tell their I,ord{hips the reafon^ 
which was, that np anfwers were fent. When the letter of 
1782 was pretty generally known, certain defcriptionsof men, 
for different reafons, objefted-, the Diffenters w.ereagainft it; 
th^y felt alarm on the occafion, and fo did another large fe^ 
the Metho^lifts. He meant them no difrefpedl ; he believed 

G g a * they 
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Ihcy aftcd on pure confcfentious motives, when they dlbp- 
proved of that part of the plan which propofcd exercifinp the 
men on a Sunday. Foi^ thcfc reafons, it was thought advi(able 
to let the plan reft wheic it was; it had anfwercd its end, and 
as peace became more and more probable every day, there was 
not tbc )caft occafion to pufti it further. But there never had 
been an idca> the Marguis laid, of carrying the plan of 178a 
without coming to Ptrliameht. It was vibble and obvious in 
every line of the circular letter. Not a ftcp could be ukcn 
•without it. In corroboration of this, were it neceflary, her 
might appeal to the Chief Clerk, and to Mr. Auft tn the Se« 
icr^tary of State's OflBce, and to various others, who well 
inew it never had been his intention to write any asifwer. If 
thcfe contributions were neceffary, he hoped every man would 
te found to contribute according to his power ; and upon that 
principle he Wis gUd to find a rcfpeaaWe country, gentleman 
had come forward ih' another place, to endeavour to bring 

f laces and finecurcs into the^^me fituation as landed property, 
le witti^d official finecures, places, and penfions, to pay to- 
wards the public burdens in times of preffurc and of exigency. 
They were able, and ought to take their (hare of die seneiai 
3oad. For hixnfelf, he declared, he would fhew no backward*, 
nefs to fubfcra>e, where it was legal and conftitutional to do 
fo. Much had been faid as to Ae factcdnefs of official fine- 
cures, places, and penfions 5 but he was not afraid to utter his 
wifli it fliould be infringed upon, even (hould it extend to a 
Wcur^ Clerk in that Houfe. ^ . ^ . , 

He trufted the Gentleman, therefore, to whom he had al- 
jiudedi would continue his exertions} for, whatever other per- 
sons might fay, he could tell him they would prove a great 
«>ational refource, and efpecialljj if he could add to them fees 
iand perquifitos of office., Thefe were pretended to be, in a 
jMat meafure, abandoned; but their continuance was (hame- 
lal : For inftance, if a Road or Canal Bill was a good thing, 
why were the pockets of individuals to be drained to carry 
4t fntpefFcft? The Marquis declared^ he did not like a 
^plurality of offices being heaped on one man, becanfe he did 
not chufe to cwifound clerks and minifters; let them each 
keep thci^ rank and fixation; let miniftcrs be minifteis, in 
fa« and ii> appearance, and let clerks be clerks; and not by 
throwing finecure after finccure, and office after office, into 
Ac lap of the latter, give the clerk the fcmblance of the mi- 
' nifter, and the minifter that of the clerk. 

The Marquis added a few other pointed remarks, and con- 
cluded with apologizing to the Houfe for having been obliged 
'to take up fo much of their Lordffiips' time andattcntion. 
The Bill was then read a fccond time. 

■A''i''«"^'»-' HOUSE 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

FniDAY, -rf/rr/ II. 

FRENCH LEVIES. 

Sntf ChmutlUr tf the ^Exchequer move^ the Order of the 

Day on the Bill to enable his Majefty to employ fab}e£ls of 

France on ihe Continent of Europe, in the Frendi Weft Incfia 

ifiands, in Guernfey and Jerfey^ and other places ^ which 

being ready he mored, ^* That the Bill be now read a fecond 

« time." 

Mr. Baker rofe to obje£l to the motion, and to ofier fomc 

Dfafenrations on the tendency of this Bill, which he confidered 

-as delbring the attention of the Haufe. The principle of 

the BiH itfelf he approved, becaufe it was undoubtedly ne^ 

ceflary to increafe our force in the iirft indance ; and, in the 

hext place, it was better to employ thofe men, who might be 

confidered as fighting their own caufe, and fighting tor the 

(recoirery of thdr property in their own. country, than to let 

them remain a dead weight on the country. Notwithftanding 

thefe opinions, he had decifive obje£^ions to the prefent BiU» 

*with which he thoogfat it proper to trouble the Houfe «¥en at 

that earhr ftage of the bufinefs. His objef^iobs were thefe : 

He had neard it was intended to introduce a Claufe fubje£ling 

them to the difcretion of Adminiftration, liable to be treated 

^8 aliens, if they did not enlift. The hand*bills about the 

town ofieruig levy money, though he did not know from what 

•authority they came, gave him a ftrong fufpicion that fuch a 

tneafure was in the contemplation of the miniftry, and if fcv 

the meaftire merited *tlie higheft reprobation, as a meafure of 

fingular hardihip and oppreffion, on the one hand of folly^ 

of extravagance on the other, becavfe he' could not conceive 

any good reafon why men 'ihonld be induced to ii^t tvhat 

was,infacl, their own battles, by the fame temptations as na* 

tires of this country, who were not pcrfonaily concerned im 

the quarrel. In die Bill itfelf, as it now flood, he alfo (aw 

{hong ground of objeAion. The provifion for their futuve 

eafosd introdu£Kon into this country gave him great alarm^ 

as the terms made ufe of were fufpicious and alarming, vol 

they virere to be landed for air and exercife. He contended that 

. the term exercife^ when undefined, might include hoftile opera- 

tions, as training to arms was the proper exercife of foldierst 

which included war and all its relative concerns. He wifhed 

to know what fecurity we had that there fhould not be 

60,000 of them landed, and all of them under military law i 

The Bill alio provided, that when fuch. troops were to be 

landed^ notice was to be given to Parliament if fitt'mg^ if notj 

as 
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as foon after as .Parliament fliould meet* He for one did 
not think notice to Parliament, but the confcnt of Parliament, 
necelHiry upon fuch occaOons; but even fo, as Parliament 
might be a long time without meeting (laft year fevcn months)^ 
all that time we might have foreign troops within the king- 
dom, without any notice whatever taken of it. Thefe were 
all obje£lions upon which he faid he ibould exped fome ex- 
planation, at leaft before he could aflcnt to further progrefs 
m this meafure. He did not mean abfolately to objedl to the 
Bill under any modifications, becaufe he admitted, if we were 
to carry on the war, an adequate force was to be provided ; and 
at the lame time he acknowledged, that perhaps it was fairer 
that the French fliould be engaged to fight what was in fa£t their 
tfwn quarrel, than Britifli or perhaps the troops of any other 
country. He faid, he conceived the Right Honourable Gen* 
tltman oppofite (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) was bound 
to ' give fome anfwer to thefe objeflions, as he had not con«> 
defcended to aflign any of his reafons for this meafure whei> 
he firft propofed it, nor at prefent, when he had moved the 
fecond reading of the Bill. 

The Chancellor (f the Exchequer faid, that he rofe principally 
on account of the laft obfervation that had fallen from the 
Honourable Gentleman. He had been blamed for not having 
affigned his reafons for propofing this meafure' to the Houfe; 
he had propofed deferring it to what he imagined the moCt 
regular time, on the queftion of commitment; but as he was 
thus called upon* he felt it incumbent on him to fay fomc^ 
thing in reply to the Honourable Gentleman who had juft 
fat down, in the courfe of his life, the Chancellor of the 
£Kckct)tter declared, he had never heard fo unparliamentary, 
and (o illogical an argument agaiuft a Bill in that ftage of it^ 
as the fpeech of the Honourable Gentleman. It would, he 
fatdj be unneceflary for him to ftate the principle upon which 
the Bill was introduced, as tl)e Honourable Gentleman had 
himfelf done it briefly in the two ideas, the ncccflity of aug^- 
menting our force, and the propriety of that force behig 
French. With rcfpeft to the ohjeclions to the provifions of 
the Bill, they would better apply to the difcuflions in the Com- 
mittee, than to the fecond reading. As to the fuppofedxlaufe 
about alion$, he knew of noiie nich intended, fince it would 
he perfcftly ufelefs, all that were the obje£ts of this Bill, being 
already completely included in the Alien Bill already palled. 

' With'rcfpcft to levy money, there was not one word about 
levy money included in the Bill, nor intended to be infcrted, 
as he perfectly agreed, that it was not proper fo to do ; not 

but that it niijjht be found neceflhry to give fomewhat.to par- 
ticular 
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ticular individuals, whom It would be hard to prevent reforting 
to the place of rendezvous, for want of the means to carry 
them there; but this would more properly fall upon that 
fund, which in time of war was afibrded to his Majefty by 
a vote of credit, at the end of the Seillons, and which he 
fliould have to move for during the prcfent Seffions. With 
regard to the objedlions made to what adually was contained 
in the Bill, the conftruftion of any words could more pro- 
perly be difcufied, and, if necelfary, amended, in theCommittee. 
The Honourable Gentleman, he obferved, had commented on 
the meaning of the word Exercife : Without inquiring whe- 
ther he was jeiling or ferious in his remarks, whether he meant 
what he had faid to be confidered^swit or as argument, it 
really appeared to him, rather as an exercife of his wit, thaa 
intended as a folid objediion to the Bill. And as to the land- 
ing of troops upon the coaft, that could certainly never call 
for the neceflity of afiembling Parliament, under all the in* 
conveniences to themfelves, and interruption to tlie executive 
Government. Having thus anfwered the objeQions made, he 
thanked the Honourable Gentleman for his approbation of 
the principle of the Bill, which he hoped the Committee 
would make unexceptionab^le. 

Mr. Fois rofe to offer a few remarks on what had fallen' 
from the Right Honourable Gentleman. He faid, he thought 
it fmgular that the Houfe ftiould be called upon to give their 
votes for any fuch novel meafure, without having fome fub- 
ftantial and folid reafons previoufly affigned to induce them to 
adopt it. None fuch had he heard-, and he thought it rather 
indecent to require acquiefcence without it, or to expeft Gen- 
tlemen not to (late their objeftions. He fuppofed the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, who juft fat down, had obje£ls in 
view in the courfe of the prefent campaign very different from 
thofe of the laft^ when no fuch Bill was thought necelfary. 
Why then did he not ftate his reafons for not adopting fuch a 
Pill laft year ? There was no period of the war when we ftood 
fo much in need of alfiftance of that kind as at the beginning 
of the laft campaign. Mr. Fox wiflicd, that thcfe reafons 
might be candidly and fairly ftatcd. For his own part, he 
would oppofe the Bill altogether, 

Mr, Jenk'mfon contended, that the reafons which made 
the adoption of the Bill neceifary now, did not exifl: laft year, 
and therefore it was no argument to aflert that as fuch a Bill 
had not been deemed neceffary laft year, it could be neceflury 
at prefent. Wc had reafon to hope that we ftiould be able to 
Denctjrate tlie interior of France in the prefen^ campaign ; and 

none 



#|ft tWOODTALL^S PARLIAIItNTAltY REPORTS. {CeMMMii. 

none cooM afibrd us more affiftance in the accompliflimeiit of 
that obje£l than Fren hmen. 

Gemral Smiti fupported the Bill, chiefly upon the ground^ 
that thcfc emigrants were the very beft troops to be employed 
againft France, becaufe they had a perfonal intereft in the fuc- 
cefs of the operations, and would be obliged to fight with the 
utmoft defperation, well knowingy that if taken prifoners, 
they had nothing leG to expe£l than an ignominious death. 
There might undoubtedly, as the Honourable Gentleman who 
fpoke laft had ftatcd, be many reaions, why a mcafure might 
be expedient and proper this year, which in the lad year might 
not be equally neceflary. 

Mr, Jbamiton agreed \cith his Honourable Friend who had 
began the debate in oppofing the Bill, ns it fecraed to lead to 
a determination on the part of this countxy to eftablifh the 
ancient defpotifm of France ; a defpotifm which not even the 
|)eoplc of that country would now fubmit to. Mr. Lambton 
obferved, that the obfcrvations of Mr. Burke had not efcapcd 
him. There were at 'this moment two armies in La Vendee 
fightihg againft the Convention^ which armies di£Fered fo 
much in thciT notions of monarchy, that they were not able to 
join or co-operate with one another. The pixfent times were 
lamentable. What were we doins ? We were paying money 
to the Prince of HeiTe Caficl, to the Sardinians, to the |lanoi- 
Terians^ and he had that day heard of an enormous fubfidy we 
had agreed to pay to the King of Prui&a. Taking withthefe^ 
and independent of its unconftitutional tendency, the fub- 
t llfing o/ Frenchmen, the fubjedls of this country would find 
It extiemcly djfBcult to pay the annual taxes neceffary to dcf 
fray the intereft of the expenditure. Were thefe fums to be 
paid to BritiQi foldiers, they would ftill circulate in the country ; 
whereas, by being fent abroad for the paympnt of fpretgners> 
tiot a fingle (hilling would ever find its way back again. Mr. 
Lambton obje^ed to the Bill likewife on the ground of its 
being contrary to that conftitutional jealoufy which diftinguifh- 
ed our forefathers, and made them even fend away the Dutch 
guards of King William. If our anceflors a£led fo to the 
deliverer of this country, how much more incumbent ^as it 
pa their pofterity to be jealous of foreign troops, when fuch 
jealoufy could not be liable to any fharge of perfonal incivility 
pr difrcfped to their Sovereign ? 

Mr. Dudky Ryder faid, that he had waited fome time ex- 
pe£ting an argument, and he had heard but one or two which 
defen'ed an anfwer. One Honourable Gentleman had blamed 
Admiaiftration for not having fs^cn tlu$ meafnre earlier. It 



mij^tbffaid., tjiafr it was ncTer too hit to mend; and i£ tho 
mi^tav& were good, it was oroper to be adopted as fooo- as 
ppu4^ As to the idea of e&ablifhing die ancient de{potifin 
mfx^Gf lie could not conceive a weaker or amoreground-* 
lef^ Aiggeftipja; t|ie utmoft that cquld be faid was, that Great 
Britfi^ ipi&^d to proted all thofe who oppofed the prefent 
aovennnent of )Prance. He conceived it to be much better 
far this county to hsure foreigners to fight its battles^ thao 
ta fend the people out of the couptry, and have the regret o£ 
, iofing fb many of our feUow-fubje£ks. As to any danger 
arifing tQ the conftitution from foreign troops, he conceived 
there was none probable ; And when he looked back at the * 
condu^ of our anceftors, he reflefted with regret on tli^e in- 
human and b|f ^tal treatment which tl^e friend and deriveror 
of this country had met with» inftcad of the confidence 
and cordial Cupport to which he had been fo eminently 
entitled, ;, 

Mr. Sheridan declared, he never had h?atd fo extraordinary 
9 Bill defended in fo extrac^rdin^ry a manner \ it was even 
treated ^^tth ^ kind of civility, as if it had a claiin to refpe£b* 
Tfae.Honour&ble Gentleman over againft him feemed furprifed 
at the objedions of lus Honourable Friehi, and indeed that 
any ob)e£lions at all fliould be made againft it; juft as if 
it. was a matter ojF courfe, and pexfe£bly conformable to law. 
to take into the fervice of this country an immenfe body of 
Roman Catholics, foreigners, and men w^o had taken no teft' 
whatever. This was a decided declaration of chanse of^ 
fyftem* An Honourable Gentleman (Mr. JenkihfonJ had* 
partlv communicated this new plan, which was to get into die 
interior of France* That plan, Mr. Sheridan faid, mould have 
been adopted laft year^ inftead of which, a narrow and mi- 
(erable fyftem had been purfued, that of attacking little, paltry^ 
and infigniEcant places. What new circumilances, he defired 
Co afk/had occucrf d this year to make fiich a plan neceflary ? 
Wa3 it the circumftance of our having broken -our faith with 
the people of Toulon ? Was it the circumftance of our hav- 
apg deceived the unfortunate Royalifts of La Vendee? After 
every means of makinj; an impreflion in France (eemed ta 
have vantfiied, a new ^ight broke in upon usi and we were to 
adopt a meafure,' which liiere was not a fingle circumftance at 
prefent to juftify, although there had been iome laft year. 

His objection to the meafure, Mr. Sheridan faid, was a fun- 
damental one, and wezlt .to the whole BiU at once, as unne- . 
ceflary and unconftijiitional. The reafon given by an Ho« 
Qouraible .General for his Approbation of the Bil]> was one of 
the reafons why be pbje^d to it ; as he conceived nothing 
V0L.IIL Hh more 
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more cruel, or more devoid of feeling and hiunatiity,''thait 
dnring unfortunate perfons into the field,' fare of defthiftion!^' 
cither of falling in battle, or the more drcadftll altcmatrrc of 
being taken, prifoners and hanged. If thcfe Frenchmen in our 
armies fliould be fo treated, on being takerr in battle, wcreijr^ 
to revenge their fate, and retaliate on the French prifoners int 
our pofleffion ? [" 17/,*' was cxpreffcd on the 'otnfer fide, by 
Mr. Burke.] Good heaven! replied Mr. Sheridan— conCdcr 
that the lives of millions may depend upon that fihgic word- 
That you will introduce a fyftcm of human facrifice, air over 
Europe, by fuch a meafure— that you fend thefe poor unfor- 
tunate bcines into the' field with halters around their necks, as 
part of their accoutrement?. Nothing, he was pcrfuaded,but 
the warmth which the Honourable Gentleman felt on mi- 
niftcrial queftions, could hive led him into an e^iprcffion which 
might be the herald of cbol miflacrc to* many of ottr own 
troops. • He hoped that the Houfc would never place the ar- 
mies of Great * Britailn in fo deplorable a fituatidn j that it 
ivould turn with*' horror from afyftem of barbarous and ex- 
ecrable warfare hitherto unknown in the hiftory x>{ civilizci 
Europe. , This was the firft time in which it nad been ac- 
knowledged from mitrillerial authority that France had ** fub- 
jeQs,'* and we might be aflured that the prcfcnt government 
of that.counti*y wodld treat thofe fubjefts as rebels whenever 
they found them fighting in the pay of Great Britain. 

Th^ paltry favitig which it was faid would accrue from the 
officers of thefe corps not having half-pay after the war, (hould 
the' objeft of it be unfuccefsful, he could confidcr as no other 
than a delufion. The fame had been faid a few years fincc of 
the Royalift corps in America; but, at the condufion of die 
war, thefe officers, driven from their homes, remained a heavy 
incumbrance on the gratitude of this country. Did any man 
pay his cottntry fo bad a compliment as to fuppofc, that ^e 
feelings and f^rJt of a Britifh Parliament would confent to 
fend thofe urifondnate Gentlemen into the field under fuch 
cruel circumftanceS as he had defcribcd, and ^ter they had 
filed, in our fervicev' turn them adrift, to linger out their live$ 
iii melancholy meditations upon Britifh benevolence ? 
\ In a ' conftituttonal point of view, he held the Bill* to be 
a moft dangerous one.' Martial law, to which the men were 
to be fubjefted, fhould be left entirely to his Majcfty, without 
any limitation whatever. It might be made a law, that, in 
cafe of difobedience to arty order, they l9)ould be punilhdd with 
death; and it was not impoffible that the King might be per* 
fuaded by his advifers to employ that arrtiy in overthrowing 
the free conftitution of this country. It was^bcCdcs, natural 
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to conplud^ tJiat a body of men, fmaiting under the lafh, 
and dptc(Ung,cvcn the name of liberty; might be inclined t6' 
do any idling that might bring about that dclpotifm which. was. 
fo ,dear to them 9 on tha,t ground, therefore, placing them 
under the power of the Crown left little feCui'ity for the li- 
jbcrtiet of Engliflimen. 

Mr. Sheridan faid,he dicj not expert to find the oblervatiOrifif 
of his Hon. Friend (Mr. Baker} on the fubjcA of troops bdng' 
brought into this country for exercife trealedf In fo jocnhy a 
manner. He had no objeftioii to th? Right Hon. Gent!/eman 
growidig more and more facetious every day } but he wilhed ' 
£im to confine his wit to fuitable occafions. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman's idea of exercife could nieao nothing elfe than 
military array. It had been faid that there could be no danger 
from thcfe troops, becaufe they were not to come beyond a 
certain diftance from the coad ; fuch an afTertion was treating 
them like fchoolboys ; for in what other light did that part oz 
the Bill confider the foreiga troops, who were not to go out 
beyond their bounds^ and if they did, our meflcngers were to go 
to them with the Bill \n their hands, and fay, " You afe a 
xiaughty army ; do not attempt to ftir an inch beyond the li-' 
mits aiugned you ; get back again to your prqper ground." 
Such was to be the language which a hit of paper (a fcare« 
crow carried in the hands of our meflengers, or Ituck on a 
finger-pod) was to ufe to an army of forty or fifty thouf^nd 
men, embodied in Kent or SufTex, and under the abfolute com- 
mand of his Majedy . 

To many it might feem of no trifling confequence to have 
fuch a body of French Roman Catholics, without ted or regu- 
lar allegiance, at the difpofal of the executive government; to 
him their opinions, in refpeft to religion, were, he owned, o£ 
no very great importance. Let it be recollefted, however, 
that if, in this age of liberality and religious tolerance, it was 
not deemed unfafe to entertain in the Kingdom' an army of 
poiEbly 30,000 Romah Catholic foreigners, what an infuit did 
we oiFcr to the Roman Catholics of England, in continuing 
thpfe opprefiive and degrading^ reftridions, notwithdanding 
which they eminently maintained dieir loyalty, and manifeded 
allegiance ! , 

if this Bill Ihould pafs, he fliould think it his' duty to bring, 
without lofs of time, the fituation of that meritorious clafs of 
fubjeQs, the Enghdi Roman Catholics, as well as all thb othet 
Diflenters, under the review, of Parliament, of which he was 
deErous that what he then faid fhould be confidered a fufficfent 
notice ; and the objedt of his motion would be, that all tjpds, 
on aQcpunt of religious opinions, flibuld bc abolifhed. ' He 

H h 2 knew 
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knew that) in making propofitions of that Icind, it was in gene« 
ral thought neceflary to have fonic previous confiritatidn witb 
&I8 MajeRy's miniftersy and fome underdanding with the peo« 
pie themfeives. Howeveri he Ihoald proceed without confult- 
ihg either of them, relying on the propriety arid manifeft j aft ice 
of the meafoxe* Mr. Sheridan concluded with f^Hying, that he 
fiiould oppofe the fecond reading»'in which, if he was linfuc- 
<efsfult he fliovld propofe fome emcndatory •claufes in the 
Committee* 

. Mr. Burhf with CTcat gravity, profcflcd himftlf fdrry for 
the refentment which his having uttered the mohofyllabte 
^ iTes,'' had oc'cafibned in the mind of the Hon. Gentleman 
who- had juft iat dowif } he hoped, however, that the mono- 
iyllable that gave the Hon. Gentleman offence, contained little 
or nothing of the deleterious poifon imputed to it. With re- 
gard topaffion) Mr. Burke fajd« he was too old to entertain any 
upon the fuh]e£^ of France. It had, for a confiderable time, 
occupied much of his ferious deliberation^ and whatever he 
thought or felt upon it, was not a moment^ impulfe, but the 
lefult of calm', fettled, and well-confidered judgment. Thid 
poiEon, if he felt any, might Cairly be conftrued fnto thdliceprc' 
finfe I and if he killed a man, under its influence, he Was ready 
to admit, that he (hould be guilty of murder.' 

Hie fmile or^Iaugh alluded to by Mr. Lambton, vsrhen h6 
talked of the former defpotifm of France, Mr. Burke declared^ 
he could feriouily aflure that Hon. Gentleman, was not a fmile* 
of levity, bat a fmile of bittemefs and forrow, ari(ing from a 
convi£tion that France muft pafs through manv fevere trials^ 
muft fwallow many a bitter pill, before ihe coula be reftoted to 
that happy defpotifm under which he once faw her flourilh. 
That mild, temperate, chaftifed government which they expe- 
rienced under the Mbnarchy, he was afraid, would be very 
long before it would return, if indeed it were probable that it 
fliould ever return again. • tf he were indeed paiFionate, if ht 
were inflamed by inveterate antipathy and national animofity 
flgainft that unhappy country, he could wi{h them ho greater 
mtfery than a lafting continuance of that under which they at 
prefent laboured. The condition of France at this moment 
was fo frightful and horrible, that if a painter wiOied to pour- 
tray a defcriptionof hell, he could n6t find fo terrible a models 
JU a fubjed fo pregnant with horror, and fit for his purpofe. 
Milton, with -all that genius which enabled him to ^xcel in 
defcriptiont of this nature, would have been aihanled td have 
prefented to his readers fuch a hell as France now Hvas, or 
fiich a devil as a modem Jacobin ; he would have thoiight hit 
defign revoltingto the moft unlimited imagination, 4nd hlstc^ 

louring 
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iDurittg oTcrcharged beyond all allowance forthtt licence tiftn 
cf poetical painting. 

The.aflenion that this was a war of freedom againft delj|k>fe* 
ifm, was equally fallacious and falfe. It was a wat of petfidi- 
ons rebdlion againft honouraMe loyalty, of infidelity aganiift 
rtHgion» of robbery againft propetty^ of murder againift huftiau 
nity, of barbarity againft focial order. He wiflied^ if poffible^ 
to refcue the deluded people bf that country from their iti£a« 
tuated freedom, a refcuej in the earneft defite of which eretf 
Well-difpofed perfon reihaining in France itoiift devoutly Mn« 
We talked here of the liberties of the Fleet, the liberty ot the 
King's Bench, Scq. from which the ^rench alfo feemed tohavcf 
taken all their ideas of freedom ; for the liberty of Fraitce at 
this moment centered in a gaol. There was not an inhabitntt 
who was certain of one moment in which he fiiould not be re*. 
i^OVed ftoiA his Own houfe to one of ihofe defAs of freedom | 
and how happy nluft they find thenfifelves in a general gaet 
dcKvcty! 

Mr. Burke obrerved, that an Hon. Gentleman had iedked^ 
Whether it was the intention of liis Majeft/srainifters to re* 
eftabfiih the old defpotifm of Ftance, by fendiM Prenth l«oopi 
into that country. What were tiie objeAs oT tlie evnigrantii 
Who would enter into our ferricel To Eberate thdr wiv^ and 
their duldren, tobe rtftored totheir properties, to ^t poiibffibti 
of their vineyards, their olive-trees, and their fig-trees. Tin^ 
was the horrible old defpotifm t>f France. Defpotifm and )»« 
berty,as the Hon. 'Gentleman made ufe of tlidfe dames, were- 
mere words. 

In the fpeeches of many Gentlemen fo^ folne time paft, Mir* 
Burke {kid, the words Liberty and Defpotifm formed a very 
confidetable ingredient ; fo much fo, indeed, that k reimndeA 
him of a lawyer, who, in a very laboured harangue, was tmVtU 
inga ftring n:om fide to fide with a great degree of violence* 
Some pctfon having fbund an opportunity, conveyed a^waf 
the (h^ing, whereupon his eloqtence inftantly failed him, and 
he Idudly exclaimed, 'thaft " diey cut fliort ^ttbnmd df hit 
'dMbourfc." Thus Ij was trith thofe Gentlemen ; tak6 awaf 
the words Freedom ^nd Defpotifm, and they could not gitt on 
a ftep farther. With them, if a man wiflied to prefefve Kii 
Wife and children frdth the guillotine, and retire into the boi> 
fom of his family— 4t was ddpotifm. If a man was defirout 
"to recover thofc eftktes tranfmitted to him by a long line of 
ahceftors — ^it was defpotifm. If a hulbandman wifliwl to fe* 
Jtofein his own fiit'm under Ins fig-tree, his olive, or his vine*:* 
that vh^ defpotifm. If a farmer cholc to keep jfw buihels '^ot 
corn for the ule of bimfelf and hisiamily«*r«that alfi^ was ^fifk 

fpotitm. 
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potiim. In (hort, erery thing was defpotifm which did npt 
partake of that hideous fyftem which was now the bafis of 
what was termed the liberties of France. 

It was not for any particular fyftem of Goycmment that he 
contended) Mr. Burke faid, but £or fome Government* Let it 
be a pure monarchy, a democracy! or an ariftocracy, or all 
mixed, he cared not, provided a Government did exift, the firil 
principle of which muft neccflarily be iecurity to property, be-. 
caufe for the prote£lion of property all Governments were ii^- 
ftituted.- Firu, therefore, rcftore property, and afterwards let. 
that property find a Government for iifeif.. « The number o{ 
its inhabitants conftituted the flrcngth of a nation, but it was 
property alone on which 'Government was formed. If the 
formation of Government was committed to the no-property 
people, the firft thing they would do, obviouily would be to 
plunder thofe yrho had property ; and the next thing would, 
Oe.to plunder and mafTacre each other. After all, if it were 
alked. Did he prefer property to virtue ?— His anfwcr would 
^ No. ' To honour ?-»-No. To morals ? — ^No. To arts and 
literature ? — No. But he refpe£ted property in as much as it 
was the bafis upon which they were all ere£ted-<»the foul tha^ 
animated, and the genius that prdteded them. In France 
were the poor better treated than the rich ? Were thej not 
forced to rife en majfn ? To account for every bufhel of com 
in their pofleflion ? The (hopkeeper was put in requifition to 
make (hoes for the armies. No labourer knew whether, he 
fliould enjoy for a day his earnings, or even his liberty or his 
life. The original fault in the proceedings of the French Re- 
volution was, that property was not permitted to have a vote. 
Every e£Fort had been made to exclude it from legiflation. Re- 
verting to the precife queftion in debate, Mr. IMirke thanked 
the minifter cordially for the wifdom and juftice of the mea* 
fare, and made an appeal to Mt. Lambton,,and other Gentle- 
men, on the fituation in which they, and xpen of great property 
like themfelves, muft be placed, (bould the fyftem of Jacobmiiin 
ever take place in this country ; and that it would take place^ 
there was real ground for apprehenfion, unlefs all thofe who 
had a ftake to rifque of their own, as well as a general regard 
"for the interefts of the Britifh empure, took fome pains by uieir 
' influence to preferye order, enforce due fubordination, and 
maintain quiet and tranquillity, by convincitig the people that 
their true happinefs confifted in a continuance of that Conftrtu- 
tion, and that Government, under which they daily experi- 
enced fo many bleftings. Without wifting to be a prophet, Mr. 
^urke faid, he had no difficulty in declaring^ that, lU' Frtnet> 
^jfrtferty was not rtftvrti^ proptrtj in England would not have 

ten 
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tenjearspurch'afe. He was forry to find the Hem. Gentleman 
{mx. Sheridan) determined to oppofe this Bill. He admired and 
feared that Gentleman's talents, and he regretted that he {hould 
•meet with oppofition from him. 

Mr..Lamhton explained, juftifying his apprehenfions, from 
late meafures, that minillers would endeavour to reftorc the 
old defpoiifm of France. 

Mr. Francis fald, he perfeftly aflented to much of what had ^ 
fallen from Mr. burke, whom he never heard without a mix- 
ture of pleafurc and'improvehient. He faid, the Hon, Gen- 
tterrlan ought not to cbnckide that the people of ifrtncc were 
fis miferable as he had rebrefentcd them to be. They appeared 
to have a ftrange kind of enjoyment in their enthufiafm. (A 
loud laugh.) He thought, however, that defpotifm was more 
to be dreaded than anarchy, as the evils of one were temporary^ 
the other durable. In recurring to tbe prefent Bill, he ex- 
preflcd much difapprobation againft it, both with regard to the 
principle and the claufes of it, conceiving it altogether to be 
wholly impolitic and dangerous ; as fuch, he faid, he fhould 
♦give it his negat^v^;. 

ikfr. Gr^j; condemned the fudden and unprepared rim^Qner 
In which the prefent important meafure was brought ,iforw^rd, 
and thought it highly, dangerous to the conftitutioh ; he paid 
many complinficnts to Mr. Burke, whofe talents- and eloquence 
had not, he faid> a more fincere admirer than himfelf, ^hd from 
many of whofe opinions he thought it impoITible for any one 
todiffent. 

Of the prefent liate of France he had exprefsly declared his 
opinion ahre^dy, namely, that he would rather live under the 
power of Nero or Caligula than there } but in acknowledging 
the horrors and devailation of that country, he was bound alio 
to inquire into their caufe, which he believed to confiH in the 
ancient defpotifm of that kingdom, and the combination of the 
allied powers. The reftoration of the old defpotifm of France 
would, in hi^ opinion, be the greateft curfe that could .happen 
to Europe, for it would produce, in fome time, the very confttc 
fion and diftra£tion that now defolated that unfortunate natiolw 
iUl defpotifms contained^ in his opinion, (he feeds of th^ir owm 
deftru^ion* It was to the malignity and tyranny of tlieol d 
defpotifm, added to the efforts of the confederate powers, ths^ 
all tbe prefent inisfortuneB of France were to be impute^:*. 
'With regard x.q the efie£k which the example of France might 
have upon this country, it depended entirely upon our own 
conduct. If wc refufed to adopt moderate meafures for me 
relief of the people, we might urge them to rebellion. Ill git- 

iiig 
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fng his eppofitton to this Bill, as a mcafure of great danger 
and impolicy, Mr. Grey faid, he entertained doubts of its fuc- 
icefs $ and declared that fuch was the overbearing influence of 
the prefent fyftem^ that he was inclined to relinquiih all fur- 
diet efforts, and retire from public life, where the only e&e£t 
4>f his exertion was perfonal odium and difapprobation. 

Tlie Chancillor of the Exehequer (aid a few worids in exphu- 
nation. 

Sifjamt W^dfin defended the motion on the ground pf it$ 
having an obvipus tendency to meafuces highly politic and ef- 
Se^vf, and he owned he was not a little aftoniihed at the priiir 
piples ^viMQcedby the Hon. Gentkm^ (Mr. Baker) whofir^ 
poife to pppofe it. . t ' 

. The %ueftiofi w^ then, put, when the Houfe divided : 
For the motioM 105 

A^MtiJi U 20 

Majority 85 

^ FRENCH PROPERTY. 

flii Viator General faid,he rofe.to moi^e foricave to bring' 
\n a Bfll " to render* more effeftual the Provifions of the a5 
^ w^i^h pa^ed laft Tear for the Security of French Property." 
The principal amendments in the regulation, Sir John fatd, 
would conbft in providing for the falety of this property in 
cafes of failures and bankruptcy in thofe poiTefled of it, and in 
«nabHn^ every perfon whatever, that holds it, to pay it into the 
Bank of England, there to remain till ^a legal claim is made 
out at the conclufton of the war. 

Mr, yeky/Ihii, he wiihed to know whether it was meant 
by the Bill moved for to compel the payment of this property 
into the Bank, and likewife what was the nature of the fecurity 
meant to be provided in cafes of failure ? 

Tie Solicitor Grneral faid, that it was not intended to com- 
pel the payment \ and that the fecurity propofed'was a folemn 
declaration, under certain penalrics, to be made to theConmiif- 
1!pners of Bankruptcy, concenting all property b poffeflTton, be- 
• Unifying to individuals in France ; but, at xkt fame time, this; 
|leclaration was fo to ^ made, as not in the leaft to endanger 
any difclofure or perfonal hazard to thofe ui^o might be .en- 
titled to fuch property. 



«'m 



I concluded with moving, *' Thi^t leave be given to bring 

a BUI for the more pScE^vltX Security of Money and Eu 

^ {t(k& in the Hands of his Majefty's Subjefts, and belonging 

•* tOjj^.or being difpofablc bv, any Perfon in France j and to 

' -• ' .44 pttfenre 
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*' prefenre the fame for the Benefit of the individual Owners 
« thereof." 

The motion was carried, and the Bill brought in and read 
a firft dme, and ordered to be read a fecond time on Monday 
the 14th. 

Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MoNDAT, April 14. 

At half paft one o'clock their Lordfhips adjourned to Wcft- 
minfter-Hall, to the trial of Warren Mailings^ Efq. 

At half paft five the Houfe was refumed, and a meflage 
fent to the Commons, informing them, that their Lordihips 
would proceed farther on the Trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. 
on Wednefday the i6th. 

The Houfe then refolved itfclf into a Committee, Lord Wal^ 
ftngham in the chair, when the Bill, intituled, ^\ An Aft for 
the encouraging and difciplining of fuch Corps and Compa- 
nies of Men as (hould voluntarily enroll themfelves for the 
Defence of their Town and Coafts, or for the general Defence 
of the Kingdom during the War,*' went through the Commit- 
tee with fome few amendments. 

Mr. Vanftttart , 2inA thie Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
up from the Commons three private Bills, which were ccad a 
firft time 5 after which the Houfe adjourned.^ 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, April 14. 

' • ROYALTY THEATRE. 

Mr. Mainwaring moved, " That leave be g^rcn to bring 
•• in a Bill to enable his Majefty to licenfe as a Play-houfe 
** (during the Summer Seafon), the Theatre called the Roy- 
•* aky Theatre, fituate in Wellclofe-Square, Tower Ham- 
*' lets.'* 

Mr. Sheridan faid, this application was obvioufly a renCMral 
of that attempt made two years fince, which the Houfe, upon 
full confideration of its merits, thought proper to reje£^ ; and 
they would, he trufted, adling upon the fame principles o^ jyf- 
tice and policy, do the fame in the prefent inftance. The 
fa£k upon which the prefent (petitioners grounded their ap- 
plication was briefly this : A number of perfons, about the 
{ear 1782, thought proper; without any legal authority, to 
uild and open a theatre in Wellclofe-oquare, pretending to 
Vol. m. I i be 
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be empowered fo to-do by Xord Cornwaiiis, ConftaUe of the 
Tower, whcHi in fa£t, neither the Noble Lord, nor zaj other 
perfon^ did, or could, p<^efs power or authority to warrant 
fach a proceeding. They Were admoniflied in relpeft to their 
condu£l, and its illegality was repeatedly pointed out to them ; 
but they chofe to perferere in that condu£l, in open defiance 
of the law eftabliflied by p a rt i c oU rAdts of Parliament. The 
Proprietors of the winter theatresi aware, if fuch condu£i was 
permitted to pafs unnoticed, and no ftep taken to prevent its 
continuance, their properties mi^t be materially injured by 
fimilar proceedings in other parts of the town, took^ there- 
fore, fuch fteps as the law pointed out to obtain redrefs. In 
this they were refiftcd by the Proprietors of the Royalty Thea- 
tre, and by that refiftance put to an expence of 2,S|OoI. Tlie 
fuit was, however, fimdly determined in their favour; and tlie 
Court of King's Bench pafled a very fevere cenfure on the im- 

S roper coikIu£1 of the- Proprietors of the Royalty Theatic. 
Ir. Sheridan faid, he begged to fubmit to the conGderation of 
the Houfe, if any reafon whatever had been affigned^ which 
could induce them to give their fan£Hon to the invafion of pri- 
vate property, or to permit the renewal of this attack upon the 
property of the winter theatres* He faw none that could 
fairly bear upon the fubje£^, unlefs they were prepared to de- 
clarCf that the monopoly of patents in no cafe fhould exift any 
longer, and that the theatres, like all other properties unpro- 
tected by patent, (hould be left open to the rivalOiip of an indi- 
vidual. Perhaps fome Gentlemen might be inclined to treat 
with levity a fubje£l: of this nature, or to confider it as a matter 
of mere amufement ; it would not therefore be amifs to in- 
form Gentlemen fo inclined, that the patent of one of the 
two exifting winter theatres coft no lefs a fum than 100,000 1, 
and that j oo,oco I. more had been expended upon it to fit it up 
for the amufement of the Public : When this (hould be known, 
perhaps the queftion of property toiight appear to be one that 
merited foitie ferious confiderationu Let the Houfe recoUeA 
what had been the condufk of thofe Geudemen who petitioned 
them on the prefent occaGon ? They firft do an a^ contrary to 
the known and eft'ablHhed la«r of the land, they perfift in it 
until reftrained by the fentence of a court of law, and they af- 
terwards come to require thc^ fandiion of Padtament to their 
condu£i:. If there was an A£k of PazUameat faying there 
fhould be but two canals in the kingdom, and a. number o£ 
Gentlemen, in direct and bare-faced oppofitkm to this AA» 
fhould cut a third canal, and then come thew. to -have their 
condu£b legalized, would the Houfe even for a fingje .moment 
entertain &eir petition? The ground of their ajqilicataott, ot 

that 
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tkat on ^iriridh they founded the expedioicy of tht9 meafure» 
'Was, that it was but right that the inhabitants of that part of 
the metropolis fliould have fome pbce of amiifement» and 
thbukl not be under the necei&ty of coming fo far to a place 
of public amufement as ther at prefem nec^atily mud come : 
It was not his wifli, Mr. Snericbin faid, that people fliould be 
deprived of any fpecies of rational amufement; but it was 
with him a matter of very great doubc if thebeft fubje^is, and 
the principal inhabitants, ctf that neighbourhood, wiflied for 
the fucceis of this application, on account of the immoralitierS 
and diforders it would produce. Befides^ it was to be ob- 
fenred, that the petition did not come from the City of JLoi|- 
don ; that worthy body of men would not wBt in the nianner 
the Petitioners had done ; they would have a£l:ed as this laws 
of their country direded ( and he was convinced they would 
i^ever prefent any petition, the obje£l: of which was the inva- 
-'fion of private property. Under thefe impreflions, Mr. She- 
ridan faid, he could not lend his afliftance, as a Men^r of this 
Houfe, even fo far to fan£lion this proceeding, as to grant 
* leave to bring in the Bill. 

Mr. Mainwariftg freely admitted the importance of the 
fubjed:, as the Hon. Member had ftated it. . Amongft thofe 
who communicated their fentiments to him upcpi It, Mr. Main- 
waring faid, he had found great difiercnce of opinion. Be- 
tween eight and nine thoufand people had figned a petition 
for a itheatre in that part of the town ; a large number had 
figned a petition againft it ; both petitions he had, in difcharge 
of his duty, prefented to the Houfe ; but, in fo doing, he had 
not pledged himfelf to vote either one way or the other. Tlie 
part he had taken had been merely to brine the fubjefl: before 
the Houfe ; and if the Bill Ihould be brought in and difcufled^ 
his condu£i had tended only to put it in a train of inquiry. 

Mr. Cawthorne declared, he could not fee any juft ground 
for oppofing the introduAion of the Bill ; it would but give 
the Houfe a fair opportunity for difcuffingdic fubjeil. Was 
there any reafon why the inhabitants of Wapping, and that 
part of the city, (hould be deprived of an amufement which 
was the bcft fource of rational improvement f Mr. Cawthorne 
declared, he did not fee any. 

Mr. Whitbread faid, his oppofition (hould be given to the 
introdu£lion of the prefent Bill, becaufe he knew that it was a 
meafure of which the principal merchants and inhabitants of 
that neighbourhood difapproved, as it would tend to render 
their property infecure, by introducing with the theatre difor- 
der of every kind. Mr. Whitbread defircd that the petition of 
thofe pcrfons might be read. [The petition was then read,] 

I i 2 Mr. 
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Mr. SecTitary Dimdas faid, it was by no means his wifli or 
delire that the inhabitants of the ea|lern part of the metropo- 
lis ihould be deprived of any rational entertainment any more 
than thofe of the weftern part of it ; but he felt it to be his duty* 

. to inform the Houfe, that a deputation of the moft refpeflable 
perfons in that neighbourhood had waited on him, and -re- 
quefted that he would oppofe the prefent application, and 
pointed out the impolicy of eftablifliing a theatre in that part 
of the town \ which opinion they fupported by many ftrong 
and forcible reafons. In jiiftice, thereforei^to his fituation^ 

. Mr. Dundas faid, he could not countenance the prefent mo* 
tion. 

Sir Francu Baring declared himfelf well convinced of the 
impolicy and evil tendency of eftaUifliing a theatre in that 
part of the town ; it would tend to introduce inunorality and 
licentioufnefs of all kinds : At prefent that neighbourhood was 
the feat of manufa&ures and induftryi and to introduce a 
theatre amongft them, would be the fame policy as introdu- 
cing idlenefs and diffipation into a bee-hive. 

Tlie queftion was then put, and negatived without a divi- 
fion. 

PETITION FROM CtRTAIN LOTTERY OFFICE KEEPERS. 

Mr. Grey prefented a petition againft aclaufe in the prefent 
Lottery Bill, which gives power to magiftratcs to grant war- 
rj^rts to enter their houfes at all hours, to fearch for perfons 
fufpccted of infuring iljcpjally. 

Mr. Rofe faid, at the time the Bill was in the Committee* 
he pointed out this particular claufe to the attention of the 
Houfe, and at that time there was not ftated any objcftion to 
it . Its tendency was only to inveft magiftrates with a fimilar 
power, with which the Commiffioners of Stamps are vcfted in 
fevcral cafes ; and both the madftrates of the county of Mid- 
dlefex, and the city of London, lolicited fuch a power, declaring 
that, unlefs it were gi..nted, it would be altogether impoffible 
to compel an obfer\'aiice of the law with regard to infurance. 
If there were any well-founded objection againft the claufe, 
Mr. Rofe faid, it fhould have been made while the Bill was 
depending, and not introduced by petition againft the claufe 
after the Bill had paffed. 

Mr. Grey declared, he could have no pavticular intercft in 
the fuccefs or failure of this petition, the perfons in whofe be- 
half ii is prefented being totally unknown to him. It was put 
into his hand as he came down to the Houfe, with inftruftions 
to prefent it, which, as a Member of Parliament, he did not 
feci himfelf at liberty to refufe. As to the general queftion, 

it 
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•it was hi& opinion, if laws fo dircftly contrary to the principles 
of liberty were neceiTary for the fupport of lotteries, they ought 
for ever to abandon lotteries as a mode of refource. 

Mr. Taylor faid, it was very poffible that the Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Rofe) might have dated the cluufe in the Commit- 
tee, and the Petitioners never have heard of it, as it paifed 
wholly unnoticed. The claufe he did not think fo objection- 
able till he came to examine it with attention ; and he defired 
then to give the Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the 
-Exchequer) notice, that (hould he in the next year perfift in 
lotteries as a meafute of finance, he (Mr. T.) (hould ufe this 
claufe as an argument in fupport of his oppofition to that mea- 
fure, feeing that, to fupport the fyftcm of lotteries, and to pre- 
vent their attendant evils, it was nepcflary to have recourfe to 
laws fo imperious and di£latorial, fo oppreflive and inimical to 
the rights and privileges of their fellow-citizens. 

The petition was then received, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

EA&T INDIA LOAN BILU 

The Order of the Day, for the third reading of the Bill to 
empower the Eaft India Company to continue their bond debt 
at two millions, and to borrow one million more, if it ihould 
be found neceflary, being read, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, « That this Bill be 
*' now read a third time." 

Mr* Francis rofe, andfpoke as follows: '^This is certainly a 
Bill of confiderable importance; and by its proceeding fo far 
unoppofed, it might be expefied to pafs fub filentio. It cer- 
tainly merits the attention both of this Houfe and the Public, 
and I wifli it had received more of both. However, before it 
pafles, I feel it my duty to offer fomc few remarks on the fub- 
je£t. As I underftand the Bill, it amounts to this, that, in 
the year 1 794, the Eaft India Company are to be enabled to 
borrow money, or enlarge or increafe their capital, or what- 
ever other title may be given to the thing, by a fum of 
2,ooo,oool. or at leaft 1,500,000!. that is, that, either by con- 
tinuing their prefent debt, or borrowing a further fum, the 
India Company are to be more in debt this year than they were 
the laft. An Hon. Member (Mr. David Scott) afferted, on a 
former occafion, that to iffue bonds for the payment of money, 
was not to be confidered a loan ; this to me is a do£lrine 
wholly new, and one that requires fome explanation to make 
it underftood. It has been ilated, that this increafe of debt 
was to be applied to the purpofe of trade : It is true the Com- 
pany have extended their territorial poiTeffions, and may there- 
fore require an e^^t^nt pf capital ; but I wifh thofe diftin£h 

purpofes 
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purpofi$s of trade to be pointed out. All I know of dieir 
affairs, from what has been dated in this Houfe, is, that they 
have increafed their dividends, granted penfions to individuals, 
add andertaken to pay to the Public an annual fum of 
500,0001. The principle upon which the Company have at- 
tempted to increafe their dividends, previous to the payment 
of their debts, and at the fame time incurring new debts, is to 
me unknown. About twenty years fince, a meafure of thift 
fort was broupfht forward, which was fo far from meeting the 
approbation of Parliament, or the fupport of Government, that 
it occifioned a Bill to be brought in to reftrain them from fuck 
an attempt in future : In fbort, it was confidered as a fraudu- 
lent and fwindling trzniaiEtioaj for the purpofe of giving a 
fi£Htious value to the ilock of the Company ; the obvious con- 
fequence of which muft ever be, that the proprietors will fell 
out as faft as they can, and then leave the Company to ihift for 
themfelves. What right can any company have to increafe 
their dividend beyond the clear furplus of their profits after all 
debts and expences are difcharged ? The Right Hon. Genile- 
man (Mr. Dundas) has, ia very high terms, declared the fiou- 
ri(hing condition of the Company's afiaifs, and faid, that no 
doubt could be entertained of the brightnefs of the profpe^l 
opening before us. If fuch be the flourifliing ftate of their 
affairs, if fuch the brightnefs of the opening profpe£i) how 
comes it to pafs that the Company comes year after year t6 
Parliament to borrow money ? To me it appears extraordinary, 
and irreconcilable to this ftatement. I may be miftaken in my 
jipprehenfion of the fubjeft, but flail be fatisfied if I hear to 
what purpofes of the trade of the Company this money is to be 
applied." 

/ -rrf Momington faid, that the miftake of the Hon. Gcn- 
tW-Pt ::> ""^Ir. Francis) was fo apparent, that it was not worth 
thr '. .jilc of his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Dundas) to make any 
rcpv to his obfcrvations: His error had arifen from taking 
t>*c amount of the bond debt of the Company for the amount 
which it \va6 ncceffary for them to add thereto- The matter 
appeared to him, his Lordihip faid, to ftand thtis : By the A A 
of iail feflion, the Company were in the ceurfe of the prefent 
year to have reduced their debt to 1,500,0001. By that reduc- 
tion the Company muft have increafed Acir wealth by a fum of 
500,0001. being fo much below 2,ooo,oool. the amount of 
their prefent debt. The Bill now before the Houfe allows them 
to continue their debt at 2,ooo,oool. and to add to that debt, 
if ncceflary, the fum of t,ooo,oool. in the prefent year; fo 
that fuppoling it an increafe of debt, it can only be of 
1,500,0001. This, however, was not the cafe ; for tJie Com- 
pany 
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pany had paid off India debt laft y^ar 500,000!. more than they 
were bound to do by the A£l of laft year, and this ycur 
500,000!. would be paid ofF^ which Recounts fojr i,ooojOool. of 
the bond debt. It alfo appeared that the Company, by engage- 
ments they had entered into, were bound to pay off bills to the 
amount of 1,500,000!. and had upon their fales given credit 
for 500,000!. for a longer period than ufual, and which fhould 
have been added to the credit fide of their account in the pre- 
fent year \ fo that, confidering fairly and fully all thofc cir« 
cumuances, it was impoflible to fay tliat the Company had iu 
any (hape increafed their debt. But the Hon. Gentleman had 
faid that he did not attend the opening of the India Budget, 
nor, by the blejjtag of God^ ever would : In this he does not ap- 
pear to have any very great hUJftngfrom God^ as, on account of 1 
Iiis son-attendance, he feemed totally ignorant of the ijubje£l;. 

Mr* Francii. " The Noble Lord has not taken the trouble 
to point out for what purpofes of trade the money is to be em- 
ployed.'* 

The motion was then put, and the Bill paffcd. 

FRENCH CORPS. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day> for the Houfc to refolvc itfelf into a Committee, to take 
into confideration the Bill to enable French fubjefts to cnlift 
in his Majefty's fervicc, to ferve on the continent, and other 
places ; which being then read, he moved, ** That the Speaker 
*^ do now leave the Chair.** 

CoienelTarktan fiud, " This Bill, Sir, is of fo peculiar a nature, 
and feems to be fraught with circumftances and confequences 
of fuch infinite magnitude and importance, that, in my humble 
opinion, it behoves every individual Member to give it his af- 
fent or diifent with his own voice, and in his own language, 
that his fentiments may be fcanned by the prefent generation, 
and recorded in the annals of Parliament. This idea, which 
I feel ftrongly imprefled on my mind, will preclude my tref- 
pafling long upon the patience of the Houfe : But I (hall en- 
deavour to comprefs a great deal in a very fm?,ll compafs indeed. 

^^ It appears to me. Sir, tliat the fubje<3 which now occupies 
the attention of the Houfe is one of the links (tliough a hoavier 
one, Iconfefs, than has yet appeared) of the fame chain which 
his Majcfty's minifters, fince the commencement of this Scf- 
fion, have prepared for the liberties of this country. It re* 
quires not much ingenuity or fagacity to difcover that this 
BiU is^coxme^led with the recent alteration made in the Militia 
Bill, and materially allied to the county fubfcriptions. Step ^ 
by ftcp, his Majefty's minifters proceed to undermine the con- 
ftitution, and entliral the liberties of Engliihmen. Their in- 
tentions 



Sff WOODFALL*S PARLIAMENtARY REPCHITS. [CoiiMOki; 

tcntions are fo obvious and fo clearly demonftrated in this 
and the t«ro other collateral circumftances I have mentioned, 
as well as in their conduft relntive to the debarkation of the 
Heflian troops, arid their manner of difcuflBng that queftioa 
in Parliament, that the plained and meancft underftanding 
cannot be at a lofs to interpret their motives, namely, to ere£i: 
as rapidljr as poflible a military government in this country, 
during the continuance of a war, which his Majefty's minifters 
have occafioned, or at feaft have not ufed proper difcretion 
and vigour to avert, and which is now maintained and prolong- 
ed by Englifli intrigues and with Englifh money. What con- 
fequences muft arife from the profecution and completion of 
fuch a fyftem, I leave to the cool confideration of the Houfe 
and of the country. If the majority of the Reprefentativcs of 
the People are fo beguiled by the eloquence of the Right Ho- 
j^ourable Gentleman, are fo involved in the mazes of delirium 
which have been fo artfully and induftrioufly extended by the 
fecedcrs and alarmills, or are fo torpid or fo corrupt that they 
cannot, or will not, judge and pronounce upon their own im- 
minent danger, the country and pofterity, I hope and truft, will 
acquit the Members of Oppofition frqm the imputations, I had 
almoll faid guilt, wliich may attach to the prcfent Houfe of 
Commons. 

" Sir, I think it ncceffary that I (hould briefly point out the 
glaring abfurditics and the hazardous confequences which are 
contained in the preamble to the cbufes of this Bill, not- 
withdanding a convenient time to do fo is likely to occur when 
the Bill goes into a Committee, yet, fir, I cannot omit any op* 

Eortunity of dcte£ling the fallacy and danger of this Bill. It 
ears in its frontjfpiece or its preamble " to enable fubjcSs of 
France to enlift as foldiers, to ferve on the continent of Europe, 
&C-" Does not this evidently pronounce itfelf delufion ? 
When the rebellions againil the cxifting government of 
France were in full force in La Vendee and at Lyons, when 
Toulon was in our poiTeflion, did we adopt thefe meafures ? 
No. But we begin to confpire and to combine when France 
appears impregnable, for fo fhe muft appear, or elfe the Right 
Honourable Gentleman would not have called her an arjned 
nation, 

" Againft whom then are we calling in thcfe auxiliaries? The 
objcdl: muft have a different fituation, or elfe the fyftem, I may 
fairly infer, muft be founded in incapacity and delufion. 
Many objectionable parts occur in the firft claufe, fuch as the 
manner of raifing the men, the facility of receiving pay, of 
muftering ftrong, and of fighting weak \ the full pay during 
war, and the no pay afterwards, the difference of religion, and 

the 



th^ placc&> of destination. But this I have no doubt wi|l be 
fully diicufled in the Committee. 

• ^* TTip fccond claufc fays, .* that in 'cafe it !hall be deemed 
^zieceflary or expedient .to oring any fuch troops as aforefatd to 
anyp^^rt or place in, Great Britain, for ^e purpofe of ren- 
dezvous, or for the operations of war, and it {hall lie deeniecl 
neceS^ry^or expedient to land .fuch troouSrinrany patt'o£ 
Great Britain :' And then it proceeds to itate ^the diftauce 
from the coaft, &c.V. I catioot for a moment delay exprefiing 
iny difapprobation and aflonilhment at the tenor 01 this cla'ufe. 
What ! land 20 or jb,ooo men, or ' anf indefipiteT-'numbfer ih 
England, and allow them to ferve ther^' at a^\(. I atk th^ 
Hbufc where Portfmouth and Plyihouth arc fitfuatcd ?' Are 
they not on the coaft ? Are fore^i^ri trobps then to talce'{>o(* 
feflion of thofis naval bulwarks of the kingdom ? Atk oiur 
dock-yards atid arferials to be enurufted to Frenchmen ^ ' ' 

€t Timco Daaaos «t dona.fcrentes. . 1 . .,. 

Cap 2Af man read thia claufc" without aftdniihfneot ? Oaa atijr 
man- view fuch a dcbasicatbn q£ troopii witfiout dread? .Ciili 
any £ngK(hmanexift that will not|nrQtcAaffamftit? 
, ' \^ The third claafe fbites indefinictohr ' tRsfttiide troopaibafl 
beifiibjedl to fuch articles as hisMajieftf (hidi»think fit to efli^ 
lififli (or die better govemaient of .fuch MctStHkoMl.! {hSi 
liot comment now upon this daufe* butotoly renifaik thatitis 
> leaiving a dangerous latitude to his Majefty's miaifters. . / ; 

^ But I (hall now fay a fdw words upm that illtomeiNid mt^ 
nofylla'ble . made ufe ot by the Right. Homnui^iic (jrontleaij^ 
on a former occafion : That emphatic acDdifotmidRble I>/^ii»- 
dicates a meaning more ezpreffive thaa alL thcian^Kficattoli 
the moft eloquent man within thefe walls could call to 4ii8 
afliftance. - r ' n 

** Th^ troops then (if .employed in Fiance) aye vtojnardi 
with haftrs roumi their nscks, and in cafe of mssfertnaeffiir 
are to retaliate. Then indeed a bloody Icene conimettce9|<irhett 
the fcabbaird is thrcnhi away : And the iondu6fc of x>ur miniftcr 
reminds me of one of Che grandeilahd. moft. awful pafliy;c8 
in our ^rft poet: .,r . / 

** And let the' world no longer "be a ftage, 
. To feed coatention in a ling'ring.aft ; 
But let one fpirit of the firtk-born Cam 
. , Reign in aH bofomt, that, each bieart being fet * 
On bloody' eouHes, the rude fcene may end, 
And darkineff be the buricr of the dead I'' 

One fingle word pn the ]b^aiutiful ejaculation of a Right Ho« 

Qourabjie Gentleman on a former occafion with regard ta prcH 

VoL. lit Kk pcrty. 



^ petty. Where 19 the fecuritjfor property ^gaiofthofdeil if 

rfdi^ipcrate-mea, driyen opt of their own coantryi and armed ili 

England i Where 19 the fecitrity for property during the form-^ 

jtfxQTk pC a luQitarv goireininient ? Where is the lecurity foY* 

'properity vhen hl$ Majefty^s imxiifter vndermines ibt Coiift^ 

•tutfonf ' 

, . ^ Here»Siir, I fhall leave the qtleftioiif toninding Gentlemeti 

.of the tim^ and clrcumftances attending this Bill, and eameftly 

exhorting .41 £ngli{hmen hot to hood-wink their underhand- 

inp» ?nd vgluntarilv impofe fetten upon themfclves and theik* 

.dmdxea; .fpr I firmly believe the pafling diis Bill in its pref(int 

forme wUl,;defttfoy the privileges of A^igna Charca, will UU'* 

4(^pQine the, Bill of Rigiits» wUl fet at naught fome of the im* 

Vfff^K pi^vifions t>f the A6t of Settlement, and finally anni- 

hLUate Ihe 'BritiQi conftitution. Therefore, Sir, I fliall give it 

my tnoR cordi^ oppbfition,'^ 

$ir Wittiam l^m/tr'cimfefied that he few the prefent Bill in 

)|i very -difiiwem point of view froM theHonottraUeODloiidl 

ifl^rletim.}) in Ehv. WilUam?a opmioin, it was as wife and as 

ileceffiiry i m^aftic as* ever had been pcopofed by die L^i(- 

ilamie^ and ihouU Gentlemen perfift in their oroofition, he 

•^cdated^ be fliottkl foal it his duty tt> trouble the Honfe nmt 

Ukm^mie updo die fiibfsdl.^ It oertatnlv hid an intimate eon- 

ditfxioai wick the hte meafofos of Adminiftratiott) both in 

expedieney and neoeffity, and -a^beinff peculiarly adapted to 

-die daier^ncies of die tines, and the defsnce of thecountry. 

^e fomo lieafans which jnftified fidifcnhptionsyrwould con* 

•vince the Hoffe^of tlK^aec^&lvof the pfetentmeafuve) bodi 

fhavingbpi oiieledd,andf one )bb|e£K-thr public fafetji Fnim 

4bevdio£fartne of fetaUation,' at which Gentlemen ieemed fo 

much alarmed, thofe dreadful confequences were Aot to be 

ifeired^beeaufe thete had been tfMpr predfely in the fame 

fituadonin whidi thofe. French -corps would be, and nothing 

iof die daagcvf which Gendemen aie£lto appr^end fo much, 

iiad eser occnvred'} that obje£^imi would have been equally 

jqiplieilbltthad^tbty'fivreaaiifiaiaoe to the* infutgents in Ia 

Vendee, a meafure which the Gentlemen on the other fide of 

die Houfe had .fafrequemly contended fliould have been car« 

ried into execbtio.n* ' 

Mr. Wlitbnad faid, that he ought perhaps to apologife to 
the Houfe -for offering faimfelf ^o their notice on the prefent 
occafion; fo many objc^ioas however hs^i arifen in hb mind 
ever fince he firft lieard of the adpptkm^f this plan, diat he 
could nocrefift the .prefent opportunity of exprelEng his dif- 
approbation of it'; and of gmng his'opiiiidn oft its merits be- 
fore it went into the Committee^ which ' he miuch feared !t 
. - ,. - Would 
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wiHiM iitttmatdy da. >He bad (Uong gio«iids of apprdien- 
fipUtthat it.wafti as^bad be^ juftly exprcfledy. on^ of the linki 
of a cc^rt^n chain of mcafijures, tending to the fubverfion. of 
tbe conftitution and of the liberties of the cpuntrf. So ' 
thinking, Iiefekit bis duty to itate his obje^onsto the mear 
ftire i and the argumenu offered by the Honotttable Barohec 
(Sir W.. Young) rendered hi» fo doing the move excuiable, ^ 
It^ifas fomewb^ renaarkabk^ tha^amongft the numerous id-* . 
vocate;^ of thb BiU» qot one had been fbuody who had deigned 
to afl^n any reafon for its ^ntrodudiont. All that bad been . 
a^van^ was,, that it was expedient} whence the expediency 
of the meafure arofe had not been ded^red 9 Perhaps it migKt , 
be thought fofficient that it bad originated from a. certain 
quar^eri; tp iniiare its fuccefs; and be greatly feared that thf * 
event would juftify tbe opinion. It was faid, that though^ . 
perhaps, fuch fL meafure was neither neceflary nor expodieiyti< 
in the laft yel|r« it might be fo. in the prefent. It mig^t indeed 
be. fo I. but it fiio^ld not be left to reft on the bare ground o£ 
aflertions hSt and argument fhou^d be adduced to (how the 
necitifity and expediency of its adoption.. If tbe adq;»tion of 
thia KU went tp ^ftablifli an. opinion, that; they were contend* . 
iqg to. reftpre the ancient defpotiim of Franoe, that was* an 
idea tb^ Houle could not be juftifiedifi aiEUngupott, though • 
It were even difpofedtoobey implicitly the didatesof the mi- • 
mfteri for tbev had repeatedly^ declared, that to reftore th» 
defpotifzn of France was not the obje& for which they en- 
gaged in (he u^r ; and they ihould, therefore, if the pKlent. 
jneafure led to fuch an opinion, be the moft ftrenuous of its 
opp^fers. For. his part, he believed that minifters were not , 
yjttrendy to avow:that it was the objefk of the war$ it was not. 
yet fafe todoXoi for, in bis coufcience^ he was convinced j. 
that, if it .were avowed, the fupplies forcanyiog on the war 
would not have been granted ; nor could the Englifli Houfe of 
Qoi^mons ev^ hsLfC t«en indciced to have concurred in an a£b^ 
of fuch turpitude as that of a free nation endeavouring to; 
force on any eouutry a form of government diflbnant to ita 
Qwn fentimena* 

• Another obje^oo to tbe prefent Bill ftruck him very for- 
eibl V ; this was the force that might be exnployed to coA^el 
ihoie unhappy men, who were the fubje^ of the prefent Bill^ 
^ engage in the fervioe. It was well known that, by the Alien 
Sill, mmifiera were fcmpowered to fend thofe who might re- 
6ife to icnlift iuto a fituation equally full of daneer as any 
they cou}d be placed in by really engaging in the fervice. 
With the Alien Bill in one hand, and bounty-money in tbe 
other, how w^s^an unfprtunate emigrant to refift the appKca* 
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tidh tS GavctnmetiX to eoltft i That was to him, Mf. Wlut- ' 
bread declared^ the more alarming, when ke^came tocenfider 
the dechiratioB of ihinifters on a ^nt netiity alKed to that. - 
The ChanoelloT of the' Exchequer had dedared, that they had 
a right to exeiee infune&ion in any country with whom they 
whre at war^ for the parpofe cf overturning the government 
«f that countryi^ That wat a dodrine which appeared trulj 
ahrmihg, and'might lead theni to a dangerous excefsi to whicn 
it is iiot poflibie to perceive any bounds. But to what did that ' 
d6drtne more immediately lead ? ' Suppofe the French go* 
vemment were abteto induce a number of Engli(hmcn to take 
up arms againft their country, and enlift in foreim fervice, 
^hat would be the (ituation of any of thefe men it taken by 
die* chance of war? Would they not be executed juftiy, as 
traitors to their country? Could they then fuppofethat any 
diing (bbrt of that would avail thofe Frenchmen who were to^' 
be placed in a fimibir fituatton ? Should xbef then fend troops 
In mitiA pav into the field with halters iibout their necks, as 
kis'Hbnourable Friend had exprefied it ? Was fueh a proceed- 
ing confiftent with* the dignity or hohotir of theBfitiflina- 
ttoii ? And fiiould fuch an event take plsee^'were they to le- 
tiUiate ? If this fyftem be once adopted, woe be to this Action I 
and woe to Europe I Dreadful, indeed, would be the e'fieA of 
fucK a fyftem ; blood and defolation follow in its train'i and ^' 
Icciic -of the moft barbarous nature whicfc had everdifgraccd 
human focietvmuft inevitiblybe exhibited* in Europe. That 
monofyllable^yV/^ which had been alluded to, which had juftly 
been termed a word of mafacre, fhdilld be explained: Not 
could he proceed further, without imploring the minlfter |!0 
contradi£l die affl^rtion, and not to fufler that Houfe,ibra 
fingle moment, to entertain an idea that fuch a fcene of cair- 
liage and devaftation was to take place; and if he refufed to 
make an open and folemn difavowal of that bnrbarous policy, 
that alone muft, in the opinion of the Houfe, and all mankind. 
Be a fatal objc6Kon to the Bill. 

' The -next point whieh attrttded his attention, Mr. Whit- 
bread faid, was the expence to which the meafure might lead. 
Great and extended operations, lilce thofe- in which they were 
alt the prefent moment engaged/muft eventually incur jgrcat 
and teavy expences ; and tnou^ "great his* confidence in the 
Tcfodrces of this country, they were, as all human things muft 
hty finite: And when he looked back at the progrcfs of the 
wat, and perceived how chey had4>een moving,* as it were,* in 
a circle, he was inclined to think- its termination was not far 
diftant, 'and th^t there was a poffibility that, before itsxon« 
duiion, they might find dte extreme aA thofe exteiifive re* 
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foufceft. We had not a$ ftt Mhranced one fiode ftep to- 
wsrdA the comptodon of our objed, and were at that moment 
as far removed firom that defirable point, as when the Duke of 
Bmnrwkk eommenced his career at the head of the.combtnel 
armies in I792. Great pains had bee» taken to demonftiate, 
that the finances of Fiance could not bear that countrf 
through more than a fingle campaign ^ buf the French bad^ 
carried the embaitkdaritbmiUe o£ ttie N<ride Lord (Momington) 
at the point of the bayonets And the probabilitj then was* 
that the mnch-defpi(ed declining refources of that countrf/ 
would out(hine thofe of the Combined Powers* Mr. Whit- > 
bread decla)red, that a report at that moment exifted, that the 
finances of one of our allies, the Jibing of Fruffia, were al« 
ready exhaufted : He had ftated it fo to oe in his DeclaratioOy' 
which, though denied on a former night, .muft then be au* < 
thentic, as it had appeared in the feveral gasettes of Europe ( 
and he underftood that we were to re-purchafe the patriotlfm? 
and magnanimity of that 'gteat and vihttous Prince; and it 
was not improbable' but Auftria< would foon be in a fimilac 
fituation ; and then it would be neoefiary to fupport thofe ▼»>•' 
luable alliances with £ngU(h money, as they had already been' 
cemented by £ngK(fa blMd : Too much of both had been al« 
ready wafted in a fyftem of foUv, commenced by our miniftere 
by a falfe alarm, and cominued oy an unfair delufion } and all 
this for the purpofe of impofing a form of government on a' 
people who poiftfs an unqueftionable right of eleifling for 
themfelves ^t conftltution which they thought proper* 

The laft point of view in which the Bill appeared o^ec-* 
ttonable, was the manneir in which it muft afie£l the C^onfti* 
tution of ^s country) in that refpe£l it merited the fevereft 
oenfure ; it wieni; to the total fubverfion of the AQt of Settle* 
ment ) it^empowercd the King to have any number of foreign 
troops he pleafed under his .immediate command j to create 
for t^em, and for their officers, fuch laws and regulations as 
he thought fit ; and if, from this unufoal power in the Crow1l^ 
any evil (hould arife, the Houfe • had not left itfclf authority to 
apply -a timely- remedy. He ihoold feize the prefent oppor- 
tunity, as the firft which had occurred, of recanting a naftf 
opinion delivered by him on a former occafion, when fomo 
Gentlemen infinuated the propriety of introducing the cri- 
minal code of Scotland into this country : Upon that occafioa 
he had declared, that if any pcrfon fliouki be hardy enough t^ 
^pofe any fuch meafqre in diat Hou£b, he hoped that fome 
perfon would be found, fptrited enough to impeach him^ for 
•Aich condod : That obfervation had dvppped from him in the 
warmth of debaie; hehadfince pproeived his error^ and he 
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1K» tlieri coimnced chat no Member xould be imprftchod for 
znj motion he might make in that HoufeyhQ^arever pernidov^ 
in its tendency. Having difcovered his tuxQXy he was then 
ready to confefs it ^ if he were.not> 09 attention ought to-be 
paid to whatever he ihouid advance on thai or any other fob- 
]e£i» The Houfe would exevciie its difcretion pn thi; im- 
portant bufinefs then before them t For one» he ibould not 
c6nfeht that it (bould {proceed fui:dicn 

. Lord Mulgravi dedared) that it . was not bis intention to 
delay the Houfe any great lengdi of time. He rofe merely^ lo • 
fneaic totynepart of. die Hon. Gentleman's, fpeech refpefting 
the doAripe of retaliation. Surely that Hon. Gentleman 
would not go fo far as^ £i.y> that :the. danger which js^ighc 
afific .from the execution of any meafure ihpuld prevent them 
from adopting it» if the meafure were thought to be neceflary 
or expedient. But the danger vi4uch tbofe Gentlemen afie^ledl 
to apprehend exiftcd more in idea than in reality \ for, frcMi 
his own expeoence» he c6nld ftatc^ that, in a fimilar .fitua-: 
tion, neither that, dancer, nor thofe evils, had occurred* 
While employed m his Majeftv'a (ervtce at Toulon» it fo hap« 
pened^ that part of the French troops employed in the Britifli 
fiexvice fell into the hands of the enemy \ they were not piit ta 
death. A report, indeed, at firft prevailed, that their coun* 
trymen had maflacred them in cold b)ood \ but) upon every 
poffible inquiry that he could make, and upon every inquirv 
made by the other 6riti£h officers, it /appeared that ^no fuca 
event had taken place; iilofar from that^ no fuch danger was 
to bb anprehended; at the fame time» however, he did not 
pledge himfelf to what might happen on any future ppcafiont 
or tmt a contrary condud would not be adopted by our ene'-^ 
mies; hut if they ever hoped to bring the prefent war tp a^ 
happy conclufion, ihey muft adopt fimilar meafures, or they 
liever woujd be able to contend with them on equal terms. A 
fx^ntrary do£lrine would lead them into the moft dreadful 
(tuation % for if the enemy fliould adopt .the infernal pra&ieo 
fif aflafination, and flsould difeover that .we did not dare to> 
retaliate> they wmxld bully us from day to day with threats of. 
this kind, and, by infpiring a te^or ot their threatened cru*; 
elty, prevent many from joining our ftaadard. It was cer^ 
tainly neither the eu(tom of modem times, nor of civiliaed 
•attonsf to put prifoners of war to dea^j but if our enemies 
departed from this eWUized praAice, w^ muft* in jufticc %» 
•unelves, and in order titat we might fight them on equ|| 
ground, retaliate; He might, perhaps, involve himfelf in at 
cenfure in what he W4is now going to (ay, but candour de^ 
manded it, and he would fpeak his featimentf on the fubjeA 
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^Uitiily; If at'ToMoii tBe «n«my had put the FSrencfi prS» 
foners «4ucb ba4 fallen ititq thdr hands to de^h^tKe mannery 
W Lofdihip dedtr^^ in wlrfeh' he (houid hare proceeded 
iii^daiSlslnre betth dd»v He flibuld Have feht out a flag ofitwkf 
tmUthVd ftated'td the eH^Afiji that if any fuch violence to the 
)awbf iftatioitS) ^hd ti)' the feeHngs of htunanity, had'been ez^ 
ercifed hy theni»* he' l^6ttM man for man^fetaliate, hy giviof 
tKp an equal niimbei^ ^f the French prifoners in his handi to 
Hbhe French fokliera in his army, to treat them as their own 
^fcretion fiiould dired; and howerer cttiel fnch conditft 
might appear in us, ' however repugnant tb the feelings of ht^ 
tnan naturCf convinced he was, that in Aich afituatfoui^' fub]i^ 
*condii£l wouM he tiicfeflaty ; for if they were not to fight upon 
equd terms, the/ had better altogether abaiKkm Sie Wa^« 
Adddier event whieh^6ecarred at Toulen, clearly evinced thfe 
faVage difpofition of the French ; but, at die (ame time, we 
vrer6 not to be deterred by fiich conduft from oppofihg dienu 
A poft^ which was dbiFended by 150 of the Britifh troops, fell 
into their hands c' The garrtfon demanded quarter $ quaiteir 
WB^refeifed; and the whole of thefe men were butchered^ 
except twehre^ who cft'aped to recount the melancholy tale ! 
Sbotdd ate ffitkr butfefres \o be fauffied by fuch conduct, or 
diiiteited irom our objeQ by fuch events ? Should we difcovor 
to the French, that- we dread cither their hthumanity or vio- 
lence r As to the expediency of the meaflire, anyperCbn, ac- 
quaints with tb^ptrfent fituation of Prance, could not doubt 
of it ;' it^r thete n6w remained tio poffibiKty'of <iibduingFiince» 
imlefs' by.encburA|ing jdiofe wlio w<nre ' dSToontented ^^th its 
prefent Government to take up arms ^gainft it-, and no me^K 
iufts 65uld more ^fielQnaliy' tend to' promote that defirable 
obje6>, than thbfe whieK the prefent Bill adopted. With re«- 
gard tothe conl^itutional obje^ions made to tne Bill, he muft 
confefs that he did not fee them' itt the fame light with the 
Hon. Gentlemen on the oppofitc fide of the Iloufe: They 
aflred:edr to think there was fome vcr^ great danger to be appre- 
hended fibm veftihg hi hts Majefty the whole power over the 
troops to be raifed -under the prefent Bill, and to form for . 
them fudi laws and regulatioiis as he in his wifdpm might 
rhhdc fit. He, however, faw no difTerence that could exift 
between thofe and any other troops in hfa Majcfty's fervice, 
whieh were, by the prefent articles of war, entirely under the 
cofitrottl and dire£Kon of his Majefty ; and by any regulations 
which could be nrade for them, they could not poflibly be 
placed niorc cfFedually fo. He could not point out any dif- 
tii^ftfoh between the cafes. Therefore, as he thought the., 
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matast not only c^edieat, but ncqAvf»;b^ fl^oald gite k 
UfrAipfNUt. 

Major Maitlafki conicSkd'hixsikiS not a little faTpriied ^ 
tbe dodlrines laid down by the Noble ' Loidy whether hit jcfin- 
fidei^d him as a fokUpr or a mani dodoes which led to the 
jnoft dreadful confequences.^ He obje£Ud to the preCent Bill 
af being unconftitutional in its priQcifle»>hc objernd to it as 
being inadequate to its objeA, and fatal in its tendency. With 
what confidence) he aiked; could they rffly . iqpon thofe men 
for fteadinefs in our caufe, and for the exprtion of vigour and 
jcours^e in fupport of it, who ^aerted neither the one nor the 
other in their own catufcy or the co^te of their Sovereign ? 
Much had been eloquently and truly faid by a Right Hoi^ 
.Gentleman (Mr. Burke) on the Secufity of Property, f^the 
great bond of fociety ; but that Right Ii^•pelltlemanfo^g^ 
at that time to have taken into cofiCderaMoa* that if the pro- 
^pjerty of France had<been true to .itfelf, the,prefent Goveia- 
ment of France could not have arrived to that horrible power 
wbich.it now maintains: But thofe pepple, in&ead of ftand^ 
ing forward, and protedling their property againft encioachp^ 
:ment and dcfpoliatson, .fled ; Had they noffl/dl, and deierted 
their property^ and thcdr country). tUa country wo^d n^;^ 
•this time have feen them in a fituation fxoi;n .which it wa^ prce 
pofed to call them ipto the Briti(h fervice : And were thofe cbe 
people they were then to cmpby to lecover their property, 
and defend our King ? Men who, when in pofieilian of tb^t 

Coperty, made no ftand in its defence i o^fn who, in. the 
^ , lur of danger, abandoned their King, and left him to an * 
.ignoxjainious fate from his enemies i Befidesy -what energy 
could dhev hope from men who were difunited among them- 
ielves } They could fcarcely find two of them wh9 entertained 
the fame opinion with i^gard to the affairs of ^etj own coun- 
try, or with regard to any future fetUemcnt of its Governr 
ment. How were, their diiierencesoi^ opinion to be recon- 
ciled ? What tmpreffion could they hopetfaat tropps, difunited 
in their own fentiments as to the obje& for which d^ey are to 
contend, would be able to make on fo powerful an^eneroy? 
It was no difficult matter to vilify the Republican troops of 
France in fpeeches, and to paint them in colours odious and 
contemptible^ but he would oppole the pra^cal experienqe 
of the King of Pruflia to the theoretical opinions of pth^ 
Princes : What did that Monarch fay ? And how did he ^^k 
of them iahis Declaration to the States of Germany, whet9f 
defpairing of fuccefs from the contiimaoce of the war, he 
avowed his rcfol^tion of withdrawing from them his protec- 
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tion and fuj^rt ? He faid (fpcaking of the Frepqh), .^' 2%4t 
i&^ fi;ar fuas a war wnh a popil^ Mtion^^prtnMid wit^, iyerji^ 
refaurce of war to tact them s aft emmj that prifftf inward fit 
amafs^ rf approved toBics^ and a,nM»urom,attilleqf.. . . . . 

/ WiUi refined to the aflcrtion o£ thc.NoWc lQr<L(MulmYe)t 
that he coald fee no difierence betweeh thpfe troops axiH.aiif 
other troops under his Majcftyi though the tfoble Lord mi^K( 
not perceive the diftinftiony it was deai;and obviQus^ ...Xti 
Mutiny Bill, by which all troops in his^Majcfty's ferylce 
regulated, the wifdom an4 prudent, ca^ujon of our aoipcf 
had carefully withheld the powtr.of money with.refpe^ ^ 
to officers and foldiers. The piefent uilU' for. levyin 
army o£ foreigners, left diat power unlimited and undcqnedc 
ilic Mutiny Bill laid down general rules for the artigloi.^^ 



, beyond which his Majefty's authority did ndt extend _ 
left no cafe uoprovid^ for that might affc£i life or limb : Tj)^ 
Bill then before the Houfc left every thiog relative ^o jEhe'pulii 
tary difcipline, the laws, and regulations o^ thi3 ne^ OQrps iq, 
his Majeft/s difcretion. The mode of punKhment which. wcq^ 
to affe£t life or limb was not by the Mutiny A£t left to the 
difcretion of his Majefty \ under the prefent BUI hi i^ighl 
inflidl what punifhment he pleafed:.So tl^at they w^rc, iri 
fa&i a powerful and undefined force, entirely under the dw 
region of the Crown. The Noble Lord feemed to tecom** 
mend (Irongly the doArine of retaliation ; a doftrine deplete 
with horror, bloodlhed, and the devaftation of Ac' human 
race. By the known and acknowledged principles of the law 
and cuftom of civilized nations^ any fubjeft, of any govern- 
ment, uken in arms agaiiilt his country, was liable to be put 
to death; and in the very preamble of the prefent Bill it w^s 
ftated that thofe perfons who were to be employed Were to be 
fubjeds of France;* If any .of thofe perfons, engsiged in our 
fervice, acknowledged by. ourfelves to be fubje£ls of France, 
ihould be taken prifoners, and,' in cpnforipity with the law of 
nations, (hould he put to death as traitors to their country^ 
and the avowed enemies of its Government, were vt^ in fuch 
a cafe to retaliate ? Were ti'e to facrifice, as the ^flidi of re- 
venge, any Freochman who Ihould be fo unfortunate as to be 
made our prifoner, or, as the Noble librd had fuggefted, give 
him Up to the French troops in our pay, to glut their ven^ 
geaoce i And was it to be fuppofed, was It even pf obabkf that 
uie French would confine their retaliation to fuch FrencK ai 
they might make prifoilers ? Certainly not : Brltifli fUbje^ls 
3Y0uld become a (acrifice to this inhuman fyftem, and, if once 
commenced, where would it terminate ? The Houfe fliouU 
recoVeft,. ^t they all had friends and relations endeared to 
Voj..ni- Ll ' theni 



iipffifPg.^.d fjpr 3| d^y orrtwo Peerj| ffanae. 4own in im^i but 
l^far,th;|fi tlipfc who did attend found they had no otlM;r f|ir 
ti^^iXig^ th?Q waiting' ^or an hour or lw9> tiU other P^ers 
fa«c. . I , • . 
,. .^ faU )¥3^ h(;r« fnad« for the Order of tha Pay. , . 

f:firi SiMtiAfifi 4(^W^»befoBe the Order of ^e Day yru re«d» 
fb»i nGU dayi when th^y returned from the trial, bo.wooU 
*nove that in future they fliould go down into the Hal) nt 
Afxr^hroj and that the n^e^e to be fent for the next day'apso- 
feeding in. the H^U upon tbc trials. ftat<5 foeh intimation* 

UiqUlRV INTO Tfil CASES OF MISSUS. MVtt AND PALUEJC^ 

The Order of the Day hating been read, the Ettrl^LkU^ 
dMbArrofe) agreeable to the notice he had ^ren, to bring' be- 
fore their Lordfhips the cafe of Meflrs. Muir and Palmer, hvtely 
€onfta«d before Ibe Coaft of Tufticiary of Seotland, and fen- 
tenced td tranfpbrtattorf for Miftden yeafa to Botany Bay. 
'1t\e fubje£k neeefllaffly drew foith a viMety of obfervarions on 
ahe criminal jurifpradance of Scotland \ k oc^afioned bia Lord- 
Ihip t(^ itiake a f]^e^ of ^^y confideraMe Ufigtls ^ad full of 
r^fotiidg; andrefei^aeeofadry and unimpftfflNt mature: We 
«#nMt^^efor« pretend M powerae^al t#a.cOfre£t, minute 
fc^^AIrt of an argnment fo variou^ ft>' cohipttshenfive, amd & 
loaded ^\Ai matter, tbat| however it (night inform and iftftraft 
the caltn reader m M»'cIofet) ratker>Mrei){bed ^own t^ Mind of 
the hearer, than gave it buoytincf, drtd kept'it ftlfficientfyativ^ 
t«> aH tWe fentence* uitc¥ed, to rera^ them tcnneOedly. Mr". 
Adim^s fpeechea ih'the Houfe^CtHhtnons htf¥e confiderably 
*affi*ed us, as he very carefillly i^oAt mrer the li^hole ground, in 
leveral- long arguments^ bn the^diffi^iit <}aya on which h^ 
brought the fubie£): forward under di#en5nt queftions. With 
their aid we giVe^the icadtr afifi cuttine of the main points 
treated^ of By t^ Csvi of Laifderdak, btft we pretend to do xi6 
more. His LcTtdfliip begafi with Ciyingi that he (hoAld (hew 
want of taft?, if n<Sf of attention to thdr Lord(hip6, were hfc 
not to apolog^ for the intrufion that he mlift needTarily make 
ott theif Lordlhipi* time; Before he eneowitered the fubjed^, 
he-woidd premifej that it was of fuch a natu#e, foeompKcated 
landtechhieal, and ib involved in legal diflieulti^s, that even to 
a man of proieiEonal knowledge, and profefltonal habits, it 
%n^l(t be a ^nedvon that would demand al! his refearch^ and 
mi'hli^^wers. How then eould he, who had ndt lii^d in 
jMiftflA^niil-habiltis prernme to meet and face the difieuky f 
Th6^hdft'aptfefgytfiat hei:^^ make, wae fiinp)y to ftafe'to 
^iriLbtd(hips the truth, feelin]^ » pceuliar obtig^itidtl t6 reft 
^p^n&itn wioi regard to every thing that afieded that part of 
mt '^Mry (o wht^ hc-panieubriy beloii^dy from the gr^k 
' * Cudo 
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tttte he owfd to tWfi^'Wke feat him 40 th^| Hcmfttriaofe tbai^ 
any jiodividual l40cd thai had th9 hoAo^r to.re|^r«fej)t^ the,i?i|((ir^ 
ago of S99t>aB4i owiBglo the ttHparaikted c'wumftances ji^ 
whipbiP^rail th<$ ReprefeotsiciYC Pbers,.he had .the hoooui- tq^ 
flafi4L' he waa kd .to^.took al fh<^tmi» whkih had l^y Ukq^ 
phjS9 U «hat pafl^ of ^ kingdQm,, and i^hW)v>94 challei^£e^ 
fn'oittcHcif thtf pubKQ i^tkei and coi|itia9;^«tbe ^ot^nc^pa^c^^ 
on the perfi^na cfo^viSbsd; with ih^U^fhiA h^d hee a pafiol 
i|p9i^ pArfoaa coiMriQbed of fimilft offsiHsesrWklf* 4rmd befcirq 
the Cruets of EAgl«<(d, His Ani^le^rt tl}e diier^iKo pf p^ 
i)i(hfliem in the wq C0itmriea> aod hi^^aiitietf for the welfare 
traHquiUftty^ 9ndii<i»ra6b«r «f >th«i cowicitf/ to .which, hc^ bp^ 
VMffi^dt tedbivt totb^k {br.aA(ecpd«9t.cafc4 w th^ pra^ice,! 01; 
io/^ ftatii^ lawt^f ^Kt cMntry> tqijuftjSjf thefe fHroce^diogm 
He tiad done; tki$ in .Tain $ doc one edk iU th<? . whol/^ hiftory^ 
of theSiK>tKhorimiaal bw ftood Uposi nek^oNi either jto juftify^ 
or ev^n IP poiMkt49ance»the laoe prpceedinga* Npr was there, 
a ftatud^ exifti^g by which they couid be jnaintaified* la thie; 
ftaie he thou^ it his duty> at the eemmeneemeot of the fcf- 
fioiU to throw ottt his opinion on the fubjeA ; but he abftainedt 
fipn\ foooer brioging it before their Lordihips for regular dif^ 
ciiffioD» under an anxbus hope, that, in consequence of what 
h»d paflToi dfewhete, it would have found its way inqo thai 
Hottik in a legiflative fhape. That obje^ being lofti he Mra^ • 
Qblxgod, from a feufe of hia duty* to bring it forward before S| 
JEndKhd Courts to which it was weUkno>yD an appeal lay.frpii^ 
aK fHher Courts but the Court of Juiliciary in Scotland* His 
Lojpd&ip.feidy he was feafibk of the genera) propriety of fup^ 
porting the exifting Government, and that men, defirous o€ 
^fcNing the prdm^^d happiaefs of fociety, vi^oAild be re^df 
so apotogtze for the inaccuracies and enors which might o^k 
tain in. the moft vhbkfome fyitenlk : Cafes» however, might 
oetu£, in whichy from partLcuIar dr^umftances, the condu^k 
of the Court of Juftkiary might call for revifion. They ait 
knev« from the. hiftoiV of Great Britain) that cafes fo exjtraor«i 
dtnary might prefent therafeWes, as to reader it neceflary fM 
the .fulMie£H».colleftiTely> to refift the Government. Tbanit 
God, itnad happened in the lad century with fuccefs, or th4 
Ittiertieeof £ngli9uacn would nQt> in all probability^ at this mo- 
Aeot have had an esriftence* The do£brine» therefore, that hfk 
had jttft laid dawn, could not be demed^ without conimitnag 
a TiM on the Revolution 9. and holding this do&rine ^yith re-» 
fpNcd to all conftkulsd authorltlm, it was moft particularly true 
with regard to Judicial eftabli(hments. He admitted^ in it;s 
fulleft extent, the neceflity of protcfting the charaders of the 
Judges, and the conduct of the Courts of Juftice^from attack, 

or 
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cr even fitom iofiouacion of impropriety or im£unief$. He 
«rofeflied great perfonal refpefi for all the Judges of Scot«» 
IiikI. They were men of high character, gvcat talents, and 
miimpeaelied integrity. He nad been uog^ht to ic f eienee 
them from his earfieft yonthr and had lived in hafaiti of mti* 
inacy with fome of them as ftr as difference of years mmk\ ad- 
Ihit. He fenipled not therefore to avow, that no daty could 
be more facred than rcfpeft to the Judges ; but he cacpcfied 
it to be allowed him, thaty Kke eVery other do£bine, ir muft 
&a?e its bounds : There muft be a neceflary limitadon of the 
principle ariiing from a comparifon betwixt the magnitode of 
the erds of which you may have reafini to complain, and diat 
of the danger which you are likely to cieate. If the featence 
of. a Judge ihould be fuch as to k likely tt> do more injitry 
to the manners and habits of the country, dian the agitaticm 
and the animadreriions which he might make upon it could 
produce, he ihould confider it as his duty to bring the fubje A 
forward, and to prevent the greater evil by the leu. He con- 
fidered the prefent cafes to be of a nature calculated to ftrike 
at the very foundation of all obedience, and confequently cal* 
culated to engender difcontent, intemperance, and diforder. It 
was a fubjedi therefore that demanded the moft ferious atten-^ 
tion of their Lordlhips \ and however much he might feel the 
riik, by bringing the fubjeft forward, of incurring the imputa- 
tion of raihnefs, he felt comfort from the circumftanoes under 
which he did it, fince, if there was any pcnfon in the agitation 
of the queftion, its antidote would be found in the prudence, 
ability, and knowledge of the Noble Perfons whom he was 
glad to fee about him. 

There was one Noble and Learned Lord *, whom he had 
the happinefs to fee in his place, who had for fo manv years 
diftineuiihed himfelf by the unparalleled attention, ftrift inv* 
partiality, and unqueftionable juftice with which he had dedd* 
ed on the appeals from the part of the country in wMch the 
cafes now the itibjedi of difcuflion had arifen y that his condud 
on this occafion was likely to make a much greater impreffion 
in that part of the kingdom, than that of any other individnat 
in this part o^ the kingdom. 

The Noble and Learned Lord on the woolfack, he was alfo 
fure, no prejudice would prevent from exerting his great talents 
on the prefent occafion, either to juftify and make manifeft the 
corre£t conduA of the Court of Jufticiary, fo as to do away the 
confequence of bis raihnefs, or, if the proceeding were really 
liable to challenge, prevent the evils with which it was preg- 

* LordThurlow. 

nanf. 
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ziant, by a fesifotiable exercife of the undoubted laquiHtorial 
powers of the Houfe. 

He further owned himfelf extremely happy to feel that, in 
provoking the revifion he wiflied to take place, the Scotch' 
Judges would be amply protc£ked from any injurious impref-* 
fion his arguments could make againil them, in their having 
an able defender in his Noble Friend near him (the Earl of 
Mansfield), who had declared he would be ready to meet any 
argument on the fubje£t that could be brought againii the 
Court, and would defend and juflify their conduct* He 
thought the cafes of Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer had been at- 
tended by circumftances fo extraordinary and fo peculiar, that 
they might be fairly confidcred as exceptions to the general 
rule of preclufion againft calling upon that Houfe to revife the 
tranfadions that took place on their trials. All the analogies 
of the conftitution were in favour of fuch interference. There 
was an appeal from all other criminal courts in the kingdom^ 
as well as from the fupremc civil court of Scotland. Regarding 
the fubjecl in this light, therefore, it became a duty tohimfeJf, 
as well as to thpfe-who fent him there, to bring the fubje£t 
into review. In doing this, he difclaimed all perional motives ; 
he meant to mix no accufations of the learned perfons of whofe 
fentence he complained ; he meant to reil his argument 
folely on the fa£^s that he ihould ftate, and the authorities that 
he ihould refer to. 

An argument had been ufed, which it was of fome confe- 
quence to examine. It had been faid, " Would you drive to 
alter the laws that have exifted fo long, and which have given 
the country univerfal fatisfadion ?" Whether fuch attachment 
ever did exift, and whether it exifted at prefent, was a matter 
which, in his mind, was extremely doubtful. It could be de- 
termined from one only of four ways: i. From the general 
voice of the people of Scotland with regard to their laws. 2. 
From the opinion of thofc the moft converfant in the law. 
3. From the teftimony of the writers on the fubjeft. 4. From 
the hiftory of the law, the changes it had undergone, and the 
present pra£lice. He would venture to fay, that men would 
not attempt to juftify the aflertion, that the people were 
attached to their law, and that they had been happy under it 
by any one of thofe four methods of teft. He had lived very 
much in the country in the early part of his life, had feen a 
■ great deal of it lately, and he would venture to fay, that men, 
in general, thought the criminal laws, under the practice of 
them that at prefent obtained, unjuft ; ai^d that thofc the moft 
favourable to Government thought them too hatfh and fevere. 

VoL^IIL ISi ra That 
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^at the perfens the moft cotiTerfant in die Scots law bad da» 
livered opinions agatnft it| he could ihcw dieir Lordfliips from 
Mackenzie^ Maclauria, and every other author of emiiience. 
The law ^ Scotland, confidered with reipeA to thecriimnal 
law only, his Lordftip afiertedi was more analogom to the cn^ 
minal law of England, and nearer to it for die two laft ceatii- 
ries antecedent to the union of the two Crowns, than it had 
been fince. This aflertion the Earl fupported, and illuftrated 
by a variety of quotations of cafes from waiters on the praftice 
of the Scotch criminal law in the 15th, itfth, and lydi centu* 
rtes. Since the union of the two Crowns, he contended, that 
there had been a deviation from the former pra£lice, which had 
vitiated and ftained the proceedings of their criminal judica- 
ture ; and if he could take the wide range of the old laws of 
Scotland, and the prefent. the ancient pra£Uce and the mo- 
dem, he (hould be able to ihew their Lordfliips, that the peo- 
ple could not feel any great attachment to a fyilem, under 
Ivhich, inftead of the ^curity and happinefs which it wa» 
aflerted they had enjoyed, there had been conftant and well*', 
founded complaints. The Earl (hewed from the ancient ano- 
aymous treaties, generally bound up with the Regimm Mmjef^ 
#»f#f9f, from Skeene, it V^rhorum Sigmficatioffe, &c. aiid from va- 
rious ftatutes, it appeared that none of the powers exercifed by 
the Lord Advocate of this day, exifted in the ancient pradke 
of the criminal law of Scotland. The power of informations 
did not ezift } and the precognition, which is now taken ex 
parity ufed to be taken in the prefence of the parties. The 
Lord Advocates at the Union, or foon after the Union, afliimed 
all the power exercifed by the Privy CounciU and had aflumed 
many powers which they did not poffefs. Formerly profecu* 
tions originated from the indiridual ; at prefent they mud 
originate with the Lord Advocate. Formerly a prefentment 
of ofiences was made by the Juftices at the quarter feffions \ 
at prefent there were no fuch prefentments, and it lay entirely 
at the difcretion of the Lord Advocate to take up cafes or 

A new praAice had obtained, which could not be feund in 
any of the books, and which was not founded upon any ftatute 
or law that he knew of. A paper of inftrudions was circu- 
lated to the fherifF's officers a»d that from an office unknown 
to any ancient writer on the law, the office of the Solicitor to 
the Crown } and thefe inftru^lions did not go upon the a^s of 
Queen Ann, but on the authority of another officer equally 
unknown, the Procurator Filcal. In (hort, the whole praftice 
ml the law of Scotland, in regard to criminal procedure, his 
4 Lordfliip 
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J^rdfliip fiud» bad Hndergone a moft material change fince the 
Union : Not for the better, by ailimilating it with the law of 
England, but for the worfe, as more unlimited powers were 
given by the change to the Advpcate of the Crown, and the 
wlwie power bf originating proCecutions was taken out of the 
^ands of the individuals the bell calculated to know the con- 
dition» the necefficies, the manners, and the habits of the peo« 
pie ; fuch arbitrary alterations were Kkewife made in all forma 
ef proceeding) as to render it in almoft every particular there^ 
▼erfe of the sincient practice. How then could the people o£ 
Scotland be prejudiced in its favour ? Or how could itjbe faid* 
that it had exifted for fo many ages to the welfare and'profpe- 
fity of the country ? The queftion which he was to agitate, 
affefted England as well as Scotland; for declarations haa 
been made oy men in high power, in favour of what they 
termed ^e benign fyftem of Scotland, and on the propriety o£ 
tntrodttcing it into England. The benignity of tbis fentnnent» 
the Earl faid| would be manifeil to every Noble Lord, virho 
would take the trouble of inquiring into the criminal jurifpru^ 
dence of Scotland. 

. His Lordfliip dated the nature of the motions which he 
'l^e\A in his hand ; it was his intention, he faid, to move for the 
production of papers to fupport the objections which he had 
to make againft the late proceedings in the cafes of Mr. Muir 
and Mr. Palmer. And the rcafon why he, (hould confine him* 
felf to their cafes, was on account of certain peculiarities an^ 
marked diftinCtions between the allegations ibated in the cri* 
minal letters of Mcffrs. Muir and Palmer, and of the other 
perfons tried afterwards. In the criminal letters or indi£b> 
ments of the former there was clearly no cjiarge of fedition, 
whereas in the fubfequetit indidments fedition was ftated 
among the charges. After enforcing this obfervation, he faid^ 
he ihould propose to move an Addrels to the Crown in favour 
of thofe unfortunate perfons, whofe cafes lie thought not 
merely moft fevere as to their perfonal fufFering, but moft in- 
jurious to the country at large. It was not his defign, he de^ 
dared, to criminate either the judges or minifters : He was anx- 
ious only to induce their Lordfhips to redrefs grievances arifing 
from error, and to extend juftice to chofe unfortunate perfons^ 
whO| in his opinion, unjuflly fuffcrcd in confequence of that 
error. In arguing the queftion,he was not embarrafTed by the 
want of materials; but, on the contrary, he was opprefled by 
the qiiantity of matter ; the extent and complication of which 
called upon him to arrange and dmplify the fubjefV, and to 
-klefk only the prominent points, which be (hould divide under 
feparate heads. The propotitions which he n^ant to main- 

M m a uij^ 
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taiti were : i . That the crimes fet forth againft Thomas Muir, 
aifd ^rhomas Fyfchc Palmer, were what the law of Scotland 
termt-d lenftngmakiftg\ i. e. ultering words, or publifliing 
matter, tending to breed difcord between the King and his 
People, and that thofe indiftments charged no other crime 
wharever : And; 2. That the puni{hment of tranfportation 
eould no% by the law of Scotland, be inflided for the faid 
crime of leaf mg-mahi fig. There were alfo three fpecial points 
in the cafe of Mr. Muir, on which he (hould animadrcrt. The 
firftAvas his chillenge of, and objeftion to, the jurors, being 
orer-ruled 5 ^d, The admiffion of evidence to prove criminal 
matter not Hated or contained in the libei ; and, 3d, The de- 
priving him of the teflimony of the witncfs, named William 
RuiTel. 

*: Without going into a minute detail of the law of Scotland, 
his Lordfhip faid, he could (hew, from the book of the Rigiam 
M'njfflafnn^ down tp the lateft authority, tliat there was no fuch 
Ainj. ;v> fediiion conftituting a diftinft and feparate offence, 
excfepr t'le fedith regni^ which was treafon ; every other fort 
ol fedii.j 'i was fimplc convccation or Uafing'tnahing. From an 
rifpfrftioh of the criminal letters it could be nothing but Unfitig^ 
r,ifrki?ig ; and to prove this, he referred to the trials of Muir 
n:id Palmer, and rend the precife words of the major and 
r-.ir -^r propofitions. No fuch thing as fedition was charged in 
the n^ajor propofition of either of their indiftments ; whereas 
111 Ab.rg.irqt's indiftment it was fo charged. To fay that 
tl^.n\^ ^v.^s fuch a latitude in the Scots praftice, as that the in- 
di'l-ri. :^ts rould all infej the fame crime, though fedition was 
fcr fc r\^ ii t mc, and not in others, was a monftrous propo- 
f.Mon^ :r^' I V no means warranted by praftice. In the famous 
yl'^r 01' Sir Gv.^nrge Lockhart for the Earl of Argyle, he faid, 
•*' It is alledp:ed in the general, that all criminal libels, where- 
*t:pon any perfon's liRv eftate, and reputation, can be drawn 
in queftion, Jhould be founded upon clear, pofitive, and exprefs 
Acts of Parliam^MU ; and the matter of faft which is libelled 
to be the contravention of thofe hws, (hould be plain, clear, 
and direft contr^iventions of the fame, and not argued by way 
of implications and inference?." It was uniformly the prac- 
tice ro date prccitcly the crime in the major propofuioii; and; 
as fedition was not ft.ited in that propofition againil Muir and 
Palmer, their Lordfhips muft agree with him, thst the crime 
could be nothing but that of leafmg-making. If fo, be mull 
come to his next propofition, that tranfportation could not be 
infliftcd as the proper punifiiment under thejaw of Scotland. 
The Aft of 1703 repealed all the former Afts for the punifh- 
ment of this crime, and rclhifted it to an arbitrary punifliment, 
' - afincj 
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a fine, imprifomjient, or baniflimcnt. He gave the hiftbry of- 
the Aft, that its meaning might be thoroughly underftood^ 
and dated that, towards the end of the laft century, when the 
oppreffions that had been praftifed naturally aroufed the in* 
dignation of the people, the claim of right pafled as a remedy 
in their imaginations for the evil. In 1701, however, feveral 
oppreflivc trials having taken place > it was thought proper to 
give a further fecurity to the people for their rights, and the 
A€t immediately preceding that of 1 703 (hewed the fenfe and 
temper of the Parliament on the fubjcS. It clearly proved 
the A(k of 1 703 to be a law of mitigation, and as fuch it cer-* 
tainly ought to be interpreted 5 not merely becaufe it was a 
penal law, but becaufe it was tlie exprefs puipofe of the Aft 
to mitigate the former penalties. In truth, baniniment in that 
Aft never could mean tranfportation, either from the mean- 
ing of the word in common language, or from the legal im- 
port of it in the law of Scotland. Tranfportation fuppofed 
that the Court had autliority over the place to which they 
tranfpotted. But as. Scotland never had colonies till the be- 
ginning of the prefent century, they could not exercife tranf- 
portation. This was the opinion of Sir George Mackcnzie» 
an J it was rendered more clear by tlie caff of Kennedy before 
the Sheriff, where the Lords reverfed the Judgment of trans- 
portation, becaufe it was out of 1 1 is jurlfdiftion, but affirmed 
the baniflimcnt. This was rendered lUIl more clear by the 
language of the Scots ftatutes. The Aft of 1609 makes a clear 
diftinftion between baniflmient and tranfportation, and en- 
afts them both in difFj^rent parts of the fame claufe^ to different 
degrees of guilt. The Aft of 1703, which repealed the Aft 
of 1609, enafted only the baniflinient, and left out the tranf- 
portation. That the Scots law clearly underftood the differ- 
ence, was man ifcft in' all their afts. In 1577 there was an 
Aft againft the tranfportation of horfes -, and there was an 
illuftration of the difference by the Aft of Charles II. in 1670. 
The diftinftion was made ftill more clear by the words in tht; 
fentence of- the Court in the cafe of Haggart againft Hogg, 
which was banifhmcnt, with certification, that if h^ returned 
he fhould be tranfported. The fame fentence was paHed on 
Elizabeth Kay for child murder, in 1699 j and it was equally 
clear, from an examination of the cafes in which tranfportation 
had been infllfted fince the Union. It was conftantly and 
uniformly ufed as a mitigation, and was applied only to three 
forts of cafes : — i. Td capital cafes where the punifhment had 
been antecedently reftrifted. 2. To capital cafes, where the 
Court inilifted a noilder femcnce : And, 3. Where capital pu-* 
nillinicuts had been inilifted, Th^^re was only a fingle except 

lion 
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tion of a mobbing cafe in 177I9 and this did not at all apply 
to thequeftion. It was made (lill more clear by an* examina- 
tion of the cafes of iea/mg-making fince 1 703. Mr. J. Dundas 
was tried for leaftng-making in 1712} and the cafe was cer- 
tainly a moft feditious one ; inafmuch as Mr. Dundas had en- 
deaTOored to prevail on the Faculty of Advocates to accept of 
medals from the Pretender, ftriving thereby to encourage them 
to countenance his attempt to overthrow the then exifting con- 
ilitDtion and government of the kingdom. The crime wa6 
certainly moft heinous, yet it was laid as mere leafing-mahirtg 
on. the Ad of J703> and reftri£ted to the mild punifliment of 
that ftatute. The profccuticns in 1714 and 1 7 1 5 were of the 
fame kind j and Sir David Dalrymple, then Lord Advocate, in 
his plea on the occafion, dated that the laws againft leafing- 
ffmking were anciently odious^ on account of their extreme fe- 
vcrity i but fince the happy Revolution, that crime, amongft 
many others, hjjd been removed ; what was ufeful in the aSs 
againft leafing-making was prefervcd the bitternefs of the pu- 
nifhment was reftrained, and.fo the odioufnefs of the law was 
taken ofF. But a few years after the KGt had paiTed, was this 
interpretation folemnly put upon it. 

. In the years 17 14 and I715, years of alarm and trouble, when 
a rebellion was raging in the country, and armies were embo- 
bicd in the field to pull down the prefent family, and to rc^ 
eftabliih arbitrary power, men who were tried for abetting this 
crime, were tried for /f^«^*;wtf^/>r^, and fentenced only to a 
fmali fine and ihort imprifonment. It was needlefs to enu- 
merate or to detain the Houfe by arguing the 6th and 25th of 
the. prefent Kii^,~as they only empowered the punifhment of 
tranfportation to the Scots Judges in the cafes where it exifted 
before. Nor could the fentence pafled upon thefe unfortunate 
perfons be juftified by the Ad of 1703, even if Traniportation 
could be inferred from the word Banifhment. That A£t con^ 
pletely aboli(hed the punifhment of death applied to the crime; 
and yet the circumftance of their being liable to death on the 
event of their return from tranfportation, makes it pof&ble to 
extend this punifliment of death to the crime of haftng-making ; 
an exprcfs contradiftion of the ftatute. 

The arguments drawn from the Aft of 1696. and the argu- 
ments fo much relied on refpefting the cafe of Batllie, it would 
be material for their Lordftiips to attend to : The Aflb of 1696 
againft fraudulent )>ankrupts had words very diflerent from 
the Aft of 1 703 ; it gave the J^idges the power of infli^ng 
" banifhment or otherwife, death excepted." Undej: thefe 
cxtenfive words, which were not 'in the Aft of 1703, they 
might claim the power of tranfpofftation^}- and yet aa decifion 

took 
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look place on the A(k till 1747* The cafe of BailUe in t'jo^ 
which had been brought forward in juilification of the late pro* 
ceedings, was truly curious. That horrid Court, the Privy 
Council of Scotland, the jurifdi^ion of which could not be 
declined without incurring high treafon by the Aft of James VL 
was dated to juftify the procedure of the Court of Jufliciary. 
Laft year the Noble Lord on the woolfack, In anfwet to Coun* 
iel at their Lordfhips' Bar, had faid, '^ Would you attempt to 
draw any argument from the pra£tice of tiie iniquitous Prury 
Council, the worfe than Star Chamber of Scotland ?'' He had 
no doubt but that Noble and Learned Lord would ftill hold 
the fame language with refpe£): to this cafe. But what was 
the cafe ? Baillie was agent of the Marquis of Tweedaie's 
party againft the party of the Marquis of Annandale. In the 
rage of fadion, he was brought before this horrid tribunai'y 
where the Lord Advocate was both the accufer and judge, 
and there, as might be expe£led from fuch a Court, he wad 
fentenced to pillory, tranfoortatlon, declared infamous, drc. 
What was the confequence r The day after the fentcnce fo 
monftroufly iniquitous, did it not appear that he was advifed 
to petition the Parliament againft it ? But the Seflion concluded 
fo immediately afterwards, as to make it impoflible then to 
prefent his petition. On the commencement of the next 
Seflion, the petition was prefented to the Houfe, and on the 
twenty-firft day of the Seflion, an A£l of Liberatioh pailed 
in his favour. Such was the cafe which the iiiduftry of the 
Crown lawyers of Scotland had brought in j unification of 
their conduct. As they had brought it forward, he demanded 
the benefit of it. The petition for Baillie ftated thehardfhips 
of the cafe from his long imprifonment. What however was 
his fuffering in comparifon of that of the unfortunate Gen- 
tlemen in favour of whom he defircd to move their Lordfhips? 
They were confined in the cell of a narrow and contra£kcd 
fhip, moid and damp, with twenty-four convifts of the moft 
atrocious kind ; and fo fcvere were their hardfhips, that tone* of 
them was, already, even nearly reduced to his laft by extreme 
illnefs, incurred by the hnrdfhips of his fituation. He defired, 
then, that their Lordihlpii fhould do what was done in the very 
cafe brouglit to juftify the proceeding — that they fhould pafs an 
Aifl of Liberation. 

The Earl fald that he might reft his cafe liere, fatisfied 
that there was no crime known to the law of Scotland but 
leafing' 7}Lih}ng \ that tranfportation could not be infli£led for 
it; that .'>ll the? defences fct up for the late proceedings had 

* Mr. Palmer. / 

' crumbled 
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crumbled down before Inquiry; it was neccflkry howcTcr to 
obfervc, that if the fcntencc liad gone beyond what the la^ir 
authoriieS) the execution of it had gone beyond the ideas crctk 
of thofe who inflicted It. A circumftance had come out pub* 
Ikly, which it behoved their Lordfliips to reflefl on and con- 
fider. The Lord Juftice Clerk, fince the trial, had declared 
himfclf perfectly furprlfcd at the nature and extent of the 
fentcnce he had palTed. He had faid, that, in fentencing tbefe 
perfons to fourteen years tranfportation, in confequence of 
which, they were to be fent to Botany Bay*, it was not in his 
contemplation that they (hould be confined to that place, or 
that they (hould be prevented from going to any other, provided 
they did not return here ; or that they ftiould be kept in fcr- 
vitude, and fuhjecled to controul. The Lord Juftice Clerk had 
declared, that his idea was, that the convifts were only to be 
bani(hed for fourteen years, on pain of death, if they returned 
to Scotland, but that they were to be at Jiberty all the time. 
Such was the idea of the Court that inflidJed the fentcnce; 
and certainly, when a Court had the power of inflidt^ing an 
arbitrary fentence, their definition of it ought to be moll ftridtly 
conformed to. PVom the inllruGionsof Governor Philip to Sir 
John King, when fent as Deputy Governor of Norfolk Ifland, 
the Earl read the following words : " The convicts being the 
** fervaiits of the Crown for the tline for which they arc fen- 
" tenced, their labour is to be for the Public. You are not 
" to permit any intercourfe or trade with any (hips or vefi'els 
*' that may Hop at the ifland, whether Englilhorof any other 
** nation, unlcfs fuch fhips or veflels fliould be in dillrcfs." 
Hence it appeared that the convicts* fervice was confidered as 
the fervice of the Crown during the time of their tranfporta- 
tion, and their labour was apportioned accordingly, confe- 
quently a fentence was to be executed on them which was not 
only not inflicled, but not even in the contemplation of the 
judges. They mij;ht be made the (laves of malefaftors, who 
had or bad not fcrvcd out their times, obliged to perform a 
daily drudgery, and reduced of courfe to a fituation the moll 
horrid that human nature could experience. If Governor 
Philip were, by accident, to meet with the Lord Juftice Clerk, 
and to be inquifitive of the nature of the fentence, he would 

• The Court of Jufticinry docs not pafs fentence of tranTportation to 
.Bof^ffi) Day, but ireiely atljinlgcs Tf^ntcnce of nadTpoitntion for ftvcn or 
fourteen > cars. The place, to which convifls under fenftncc of tranT 
portation are fent, rcfts with the Extcutive Government of the country, 
.who necffl' rily (eml to the nccuftotned plac« of tranlportation at thelimr. 
Unfortunately a law of fie exeat regno i« in force at Botany £<y, and ar- 
tachcs as foon as the convidi^ are landed. 
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be told that he muft not confine them to the ifland if they 
chofe to go away, or to employ them in any toil. Undoubt* 
ediy every new week he would hear from the advocates for 
thefe fentences different accounts of their nature^ and would 
go away perplexed as to the courfe which he muft take con- 
cerning them. » 

His Lordfliip faid, he muft ftill detain the Houfe with re- 
ferring to the three particular points in Muir's cafe, upon 
. which, in his mind, an Addrefs to the Throne was indifpen* 
fibly demanded: And firft of the objection or challenge 
made by him to his jurors, he ftated the hiftory'of the Society 
at Goldfmiths* Hall m Edinburgh, and their proceedings againfl: 
Mr. Muir previous to the trial, the Society having, in confe- 
quence of cert;ain initial letters annexed to his name, crofled 
it out of the books of the meeting. Five members of that 
Society were put upon Mr. Muir's jury, and therefore, he 
argued, that having pronounced upon him fo marked a judg* 
nient previous to the trial, Mr. Muir's challenge of them as 
jurors ought to have been admitted. To fupport his argu- 
ment in this particular, he ftated the analogy of the law of 
England, as (hewn in Hawkins's Fleas of th^ Crown, in Black* 
ftone, £ec. and it was ftill more ftronely comformable to the 
ancient praAice of the Scots laws, as had been Ihewn in thp 
cafe of the trial of the Earl of Balmerino : " The Earl ob- 
^' jedted to the Earl of Dumfries, becaufe he had been folicited, 
*' and dealt with by prayer, to find the pannel guilty of the 
*' dtttays which being referred to the faid Earl nis oath, he 
^^ denied any fuch matter, diat he either gave out fpeeches of 
'* the pannel's guilcinefs, or that he was folicited or dealt with 
*^ by prayer or otherwife. The Juftice admits him in refped); 
^' of Ills declaration. It is alledged againft my Lord Elan- 
^ t^re, that he cannot be upon his aflize, becaufe he has pub- 
*' Iicly reported to fundry, that the pannel, to his judgment^ 
^' is guilty of the dittay^ and cannot be cleared thereof, which 
" they refer to his Lordfliip's oath ; who being fworn, de- 
^' clared, that he could not deny that he had fpoken fuch 
*^ fpeeches \ whereupon he was repelled, and ordained to ftand 
** afide." Here was a cafe perfeftly in poipt \ for the gen- 
tlemen of Goldfmiths' Hall had pronounced a judgment againft 
Mr. Muir. Some of them too were in the King's fervice; and 
one of them admitted that he thought this a proper chai- 
lenge \ and fo it was according to the ancient law of Scotland s 
^^ Nae man, wearing the King's claiefe or liverie, ihall fit on 
<* the aflize i" And Sir George Mackenzie fays, that out of 
the forty-iive jurors^ the defendant, by the ancient prafticct 
could make a peremptory challenge to thirty of them. 

VojL. in, N n With 



S74 WOODFAIX^S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Losirn 

With regard to the fecond point, his Lordfhip faid> that 
proof had been brought of criminal matter not in the libel j 
and he argued this as a fatal obje^ion, particularly in a Scots 
trial, where the defendant was bound to give in a lift of his 
witnefTts before-hand ; and was not thus to be taken unawares, 
without limitation as to the period of time, and without being 
able t) provide for his diJfencc. His Lordfliip defined the 
I'nrm a*id component parts of an indiAment or libel, ftating it 
to c.^nfift of a logical fyllogifm, a minor, major, and conclu- 
f: /: as our readers have already feen it defined by Mr. Adam 
i:. • •> arguments in the Houfe ot Commons. 

7 \^. third point, he contended, was equally material. To 
V. V.hold from Mr. Muir the benefit of the evidence of Ruflcl, 
(.:: iiie fcore of prevarication, was inconfiftent with all fair 
^ rocceding, and with alt rules of evidence. Prevarication 
I. ^ht dtll:»-oy the credibility of a witnefs, but it could not 
ill. ike liim incompetent. The diftinftion was fo clearly un- 
d.rftood in the Englifh praftice, between credibility and com«» 
p-t.noy, thac there never wis a moment's hefitation on the fub- 
jeftv pnd he inftanced the very memorable and recent cafe in 
the trial of John Innes at Guiklhall, London, where a wttnefs, 
of the name of Wood, had acknowledged that he was jruilty 
of perjury, and had called himfelf Borthwick ; yetheunder- 
WwMit a long examination refpec^ing the faiSbs of the cJifc; and 
it was not until the jury had returned their verdid, that he 
\/a' committed for the perjury. It was alfo well underftood 
in the Scots pratlice j for at the Circuit Courts at Dumfries^ 
before Lord Coal fton, an objeftion was made to the c%ndencc 
of James Rae, a witnefs for the King, that he ought not to be 
<?x.imin:d, bccaufe he had, upon different occafions, been ac- 
cufed of perjury J but the judge faid, this was not a rcafon 
f..r him to withj.r Id his evidence from the jury ; it might be a 
reifon for them n jt to believe it. And it was the general feii- 
tiMv nt tliat they were always to favour and lean to that which 
t ui'i operate f )r the defendant in a criminal trial. Whether 
t; :vSv.)rs juclr;t!S, in the late proceedings, had felt and afted 
uj-n tills feruiraent, the treatment of the poor man who he- 
fi . V'H at ti'Jng an oath in a particular way, the treatment of 
Pv . :■ i, .nil the welcome given to Ann Fifher's evidence, to- 
ri ;'• r u • ' the whole train of their conduft on the occafion, 
v/ v^i ii;teimine. 

lie IukI detained their Lordfliipsfo long, that the Earl faid, 
t: would not much further intrude upon their patience 
""i here was but one more propofition, which, if ic was well 
founded, as he believed and contended it was, would com- 
pletely demoliOi the whole of thcfe fentences. It was, that 
4 the 
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the Court of Jufticiary were incompetent to carry on the trials 
without a warrant from the Crown for the fpecific purpofc* 
No trial before the Union of the two Crowns, had com- 
menced without authority imder the King, (ignified under the 
King's warrant, or by a letter from the Secretary of State, au- 
thorizing in the King's name fuch a trial to be held. Before 
the Union, it was clearly and manifcftly necciTiry that fuch l 
warrant fliould iflue, and he contended that there was not a 
cafe fince the Union where it had not iflucd. In the trial of 
Mr. James Dundas in 17 12 it was produced; and fo it was in 
the trials of Graham, Crawford, Hogg, Oliphant, Watfon, &c. 
tried in 1714 and 1715. If this then was true, what was al- 
together the cafe of thefe unfortunate perfons Mcflrs. Muir 
and Palmer ? That they were tried by a Court not competent 
for the purpofe, by jurors to whom there were valid and legal 
objeAions, upon charges notfpecificd according to law, where 
evidence was admitted of fafts not alledged in the charges, 
where witnefles not incompetent were rejefled, condemned 
to a fentence inapplicable to the charges, and that fentence ex^ 
ccuted in a way inconfifteut with the ideas of the Court which 
pronounced the judgment. 

In the courfe of his fpeech the Earl of Lauderdale made 
frequent references to the book of Sir George Mackenzie, and 
a variety of other authorities, and in all that he faid, refpefl- 
ing the particular proceedings on the trial of Mr. Muir he 
affured their LordQiips that he fpoke of the faflts in queftion 
from that edition of the Trial generally confidercd as the 
moft adverfe to the pannel. His Lordfhip brought his copious 
and compreheniive fpeech near to a conclufion, with a warm 
appeal to their Lordfliips on the propriety of difcretion vefted 
in judges. Whenever it was fo entrufted, it was a fort of Ic- 
gillative power, and ought of courfe to be excrcifed with the 
utmoft delicacy. Man acUng upon that power, painful and 
affliftingas it muft be to himfelf, would ipturally look at all 
the precedents by which his difcretion might be guided, and 
ail the collateral circumftances from which he might col!e£t 
a.rule of condu£l. Had the Scots judges turned to the cafCvH 
in 1715, when a rebellion was raging in the country, they 
would have found, at a time infinitely more perilous to the go- 
vernment than the prefcnt, finiilar, or rather infinitely more 
glaring offences had been puiiiflied with a very fhort impri- 
foiiment, and a fmail fine. Had they lopked to the conduft 
of the neighbouring country, England, to which one would 
imagine they would naturally have adverted, they would have 
fouitd that the publifhcrs of Painc's book, which Muir 
had only leut, were fentcnced to pay a fine cf a hundred 

Nn 2 pounds} 
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pounds ; and that in Ireland, Hamikon Rowan, the author ol 
the Leher which Muir only read, was fentenced to two years 
imprifonment. Had they looked to the habitsr, the temper, 
amd the manners of the kingdom, they would hardly have 
infli&ed a puiyifliment fo difpro^rtioned to the puniih- 
nents for the fame offence in the neighbouring countries ; and 
which confequently muft make all mankind view Meflrs. 
Muir and Palmer as objedls of pity rather than of guilt, and 
as fufferers under a fentence infinitely exceeding in fcverity 
the extent of their ofiences. 

In two countries united together by the fame intcrcfts, in- 
corporated under the fame head, the adminiftration of the 
law ought to have a reference to the fyftem of both. If a 
fyftem of criminal jurifprudence, fevere and ferocious, pre- 
vailed in the one country, and a fyftem of jurifprudence mild 
and moderate exifted in die other, what muft be the confe- 
quence ? Difcontent muft be engendered in the country in 
which fevere pun^ihments are inSided ; and in the other, fo 
far from viewing the perfon made the obje£t of that extreme 
feverity, as an obje£l of guilt, he would be cherifhed as worthy 
of their applaufe. Nor was this all : The confequences would 
ftill be more ferious, as the public mind receives the impreiGoo 
of ferocitv from the ferocity /of its government. As fluids 
partake ot the nature and qualities of the materials that fur» 
round them, fo the paffions of men imbibe their quality from 
the temper and chara£ker of the government. France was a 
melancholy example of this eternal truth} the horrid punifli- 
ments« the cruel mockery of all juftice, which, under the old 
government, had fo long affli£ted that people, had accuftomed 
them to ferocity and horror, and at this day the efFefts of 
that fyftem were dreadfully vifible in the unexampled cruelties 
which ravaged the republic, and revolted the feelings of all 
Europe. It was of confequence to their Lordfliips to think 
whepner they were to countenance a£is of feverity that might 
engender fentiments of the fame kind. The mild fyftem of 
Englifl) jurifprudence contributed more than any thing elfe to 
' that humanity, which was the brighteft feature in the chara£ler 
of Engliflimen. It was not by the feverity of punifliments 
that example was enforced, fo much as by the certainty j and 
a Noble Lord, whom he had the honour to fee in his place, 
had given his fentiments on the pernicious efTeftsof the feverity 
of punifhments, that it was -impofllble for him to exprefs his 
own ideas in words fo able, fo elegant, fo clear, or fo appli- 
cable. He read the following palTage from Lord Auckland's 
Trcatife on the Principles of renal Law, 3d edit. p. 12, 13. 

^' When the rights of human nature are not refpe<^ed, 

thofe 
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thofc of the citizen arc gradually difregarded. Thofe «ra« 
are in hillory found fatal to liberty, in which cruel punifli- 
ments predominate. Lenity Ihould be the guardian of mo- 
derate governments :— Severe penalties, the inftruments of 
defpotifm, may give a fudden check to temporary evils \ but 
they l^ave a tendency to extend themielves to every clafs of 
crimes, and their frequency hardens the fentiments of the peo- 
ple. UfJe hi rigour eufe produit des crimes. The excefs or the 
penalty flatters the imagination vtrith the hope of impunity^ 
and thus becomes an advocate with the offenders for the per- 
petrating of the oflTence* 

** The convifts who have ftolen cloth from the tenters^ 
fuftian from the bleaching-ground, or a lamb from the land- 
lord's pafture, know the law to have afligned death, without 
benefit of clergy, to each of theifc' offences : But, in the depth 
of .ignorance and profligacy, mere inllin£i informed them9 
that common humanity would recoil at the idea, and they re- 
lied for their fecurity on the ingenuity of mercy to evade the 
law. 

" Legiflators (hould then remember that the acerbity of 
juftice deadens its execution \ and that the increafe of human 
corruptions proceeds, not from the moderation of puniihments, 
but from the impunity of criminals. 

" In the promulgation of every new offence, let the law- 
giver expofe himfelf to feel what wretches feel 5 and let him 
not feem to bear hardeil on thofe crimes, which in his elevated 
ilation he is lead likely to commit." 

Lord Lauderdale aflerted that the truth and force of tlic , 
extraft fie had* read from the Noble l^ord's book were irrc- 
fiftible; he therefore warmly re jommcnded to their Lordihips 
the contemplation of a fentiment fo cfieiitial to the happincfs 
of the two countries. It w^s not for the one more than for 
the other that he, that n ght, fo urgently prelTed the confidcr- 
ation of this topir : It was not tor the relief of the unfor- 
tunate perfons tl emfives alone, but for the whole commuolty, 
for the order ard peace of fociety, for the eiBcacy of good 
laws, and the obedience of a latisfied people, that he argued. 
Every con fideration- dear to them as Britons and ns Lcgidators, 
ought to urge them to interpofe in time, and prevent the in- 
'fluence of the error in judicial adminillr.ition, which, in his 
confcience, he thought had been committal by thefc proceed- 
'ings. His l^ordfliip at length concluded with moving, as, a 
preliminary to his Addrefs, for the rrf.uiucliori of the Papers, 
Records, &c. refpc6ling the Trial ami Sentence of Mr. Muir, 
and any Minutes that might have been m^de in rcg;:rd to the 
Challenge of Juror^ the Kxhibition of Evidence, S:c. uvowinj; 
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his Intention to follow up his motion, with others of a fimilair 
nature, rcfpecling Mr. Palmer, Mr. Margarot, and Mr. . 
Skirving. 

The iarl of Mansfield began by faying, that fo fevere an at- 
tack having been made upon that Court to which he had th& 
honour to belong, he was fure their Lordfhips would indulge 
him in a reply, even at that late hour. " I cannot/' added 
he, ^^ defend my colleaeues in office with their ability, but 1 
■will defend them with the fame temper, calmnefs, and mode- 
ration, with which they would defend themfelves, if they 
were here before you. Confcious of their integrity, confcious 
of the rcftitude of their conduft, to all the powers of elo- 
quence, to all the vehemence of declamation, to all the arrows 
of inveftive, they would be contented to oppofe the broad, 
the feven-rfold fliield of juftice, reafon, and truth. 

** Tempting as it is (continued the Earl) to follow tlic 
Noble Lord through the wide range he has taken, I will refill 
that temptation, and confine myfelf clofely to the queftion. 
That your Ijordfliips may the better judge how far I keep to 
this promife, I will attempt to ftate, with precifion, what I 
conceive the real queftion to be. I muft entreat your Lord- 
fliips to keep in conftant remembrance, that, as you have no 
right of revifion, you muft take the verdift to be perfeftly 
correft. You muft confider Mr. Muir as convidled of all the 
crimes libelled ; fince, of thofe crimes, the Jury have found 
him guilty. You muft hold the proof to have been fufficient ; 
fince it was fatisfaftory to the Jury who tried the caufc. The 
only queftion, therefore, tliat does or can arife, is fimply 
this : Was the punifiiment infiidled upon thofe crimes, fuch 
as is warranted by the ufage and principles of the law of Scot- 
land J Or, in other words, Did the Judges, in the fcntence 
which they paiTcd, exceed the bounds of the legal difcretion 
vefted in them by the wifdom of the Conftitution ?" 

His Lordlliip then entered into the general argument, and 
faid, he fliould, perhaps, make himfelf better underftood, if 
he reverfed the order that the Noble Lord had followed. " I 
fhall begin (faid Earl Mansfield) by fhewing, that if Mr. Muir 
• had been indidted for leafing-making, had he been tried under 
the Aft of 1703, which he certainly was not, yet the fair in- 
terpretation of that very ftatute, fo much relied on for a dif- 
ferent purpofe, would have fully warranted, the fentence of 
banilhment by tranfponation. It is attempted to take fome 
advantage (faid his Lordfliip) of the very limited lenfe ufually 
. affixed to the word han'ijijment in this country ; but the true 
queftion ie, what fenfe it bears in the law of Scptland. I 
contend that, in that law, baniflunerit has jhe fame large, ex- 
tended 
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tended meaning, that exilium had in the Roman law, which is 
—not only mixed and mingled with tlie law of Scotland, but is, 
by exprcfs ftatute% declared to be the common law of the land. * 
The Noble Lord iias dated, very accurately, the different 
forts of banifhmcnt known to the Romans, but he has omitted 
to mention, what I beg leave to add for him, namely, that the 
word exilium applies equally to them all. It could originally 
mean only the inter diElio aqua et igvis^ the only fort of bafti{l^- 
ment known in the time of the Republic 5 but the Romans, 
although they did, I believe, undcrftand die philofophy o£ 
gettus znd /pedes 'US well as we do, faw no abfurdity in apply- 
ing the word exifium to the much fevcrer puni(hment, the 
depsrtath ad infulam^ intrckluced in the reign of * Auguftus. 0£ 
this, hiy Lords*, I will give irrefragable proof, by reading a 
Ihort pnfTage from the Digcft Book, xlviii. title 22. • Exilium 
^Jimplex eft^ ant certorum locorum interdiflioj cut lata fuga^ ut 
omnium locorum prater certum hcum^ aut infula vinculum^ id eft^ 
relegatio in infulam* 

** To ihew the large fenfe in which the word hanijbment is 
underftood in the law of Scotland, I will adduce the authority 
of Sir G. Mackenzie, who has been repeatedly mentioned this 
day with great and deferved praife. Speaking of that crime> 
which' was by the Romms called ambitus^ he fays, the pu- 
nifliment of it was dtportatioy which was much like our banilh- 
ment Your Lordfliips fee at once, that it :s only to tranf- 
poH'ition that the deportatio ad infulam bears any fimilitude. It 
is impoffible to deny, that tranfportation was a punilhmcnt 
known in Sir G. Mackenzie's time, as, in his Vindication of 
the Reign of Charles the Second, he exprefsly juftifies the 
fending to the Plantations thofe men who were taken at Both- 
well Bridge ; and frivs, it was not cruelty, but lenity, as it 
was commuting a capital banifhment into exile : Exile is the 
very word he ufcs. What clearly (hews the fenfe in which 
the courts of Scotland underftood the word bani(hmcnt, is, 
that in the fcntcnccs which they pronounce, the word banijb 
is generally ufed in the body of the fentence, where the pu- 
niflimcnt is tranfportation.'* After reading feveral extra^bs in 
proof of this, his Lordfliip faid, it would be eafy to enlarge 
upon the fubjed, but he would not permit himfelf, efpecially 
at that late hour, to dwell upon arguments, which were merely 
arguments ex abundantid, as they were technically called. ** I 
may fafcly (continued the Earl) concede to the Noble Lord 
imy interpretation he chufes to put upon the A£k of 1703, as 
it will not afFefl the queilion in the fmalleft degree. Muir^ 
was -not tried for leafiftr^-makingy as the indidlmcnt clearly 

fhcws : 
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ihews: 0>roparc the indi£lnient with that in the cafe alluded 
to in 1712, and mark the difference. The indidment in 
1 7 13 has, in almoil every fentence, a reference to the A£t of 
1 703, and to the previous Ads therein recited. There is not 
the lead mention of them in the indi£lroent of Mr. Mair* 
The Noble Lord has argued, as if Muir had been found guilty 
of only one offence : What fay the Jury ? They find him guilty 
of the crimes libelled ; that is, of ail the crimes, though his 
principal offence was real a£tive fedition, that fpecies of fedi* 
tion, which con fids in exciting the people againil the efta* 
bliihed Con Aitution ; that fpecies of fedicion^ which, in the 
Regiam Majeftatemy is ci)XtA frditio regm\ and which Skeene^ 
in his tranflation, calls fedition againft the realm. This 
feditio r^gni is by Sir G. Mackenzie, who ranks leafing-making 
among verbal injuries, made a diftin£l head of ofibnee. He 
calls it a commotion of the people, aficmbled Mrithout lawful 
authority, and which has for one of its obje£ts (I need not go 
into the others) mutathnem reifuhlic^. He calls it a commo- 
tion, but it will furely not be maintained that adual commo* 
tion is of the efl*ence of this crime. Tour Lordfhips all know^ 
that the mode of perpetrating crimes varies according to the 
temper, the manners, and the complexion of the age. Thut^ 
to take a memorable inilance that occurs to me in the hiftory 
of France, in the time of Katherine of Medicis, noifoning 
was much more frequent than open aflaflination. The mod« 
of perpetrating the crime was different, the guilt the lame* 
J wilt not trouble your Lordffiips with the application ; it is 
eafy and obvious. Mr. Erflcine, one of the lateft and beft 
writers upon the law of Scotland, fays exprefsly, * Real fe* 
dition is inferred from an irregular convocation of a number 
of people, without lawful auuiority, teiYding to obftru£t or 
trouble the peace of the community.' This fedition was hieh 
treafon by the law of Scotland, and, without the A(k of the 
7th of Queen Anne, would be fo at this day. -From the 
paifing of that AGt it ceafed to be treafon, but did it, ther&* 
fore, ceafe to be a heinous crime ? The Noble Liord feemed to 
hint an opinion to that cffc£k ; he infinuatcd, that real fedi« 
tion being no longer treafon, the offence is done anfay :* lliat 
was liis expreflion, but he furely will not fenoufly maintain 
fuch an opinion I Where the Legiflature, upon grounds of 
policy, makes that criminal which is not malum ifiji^^thi^ 
ajpplies to many of our revenue laws--the moment the ftatute 
is repealed which made the offence, the guilt ceafes. The 
crime, which is the creature of the law, dies with it i but no| 
fo widi thofe ads vi'hich are criminal in (he nature of things* 

wliici 
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-wUch ftirike at the root of focicty, and muft in every civilized 
country be crimes either under pofitive ena£imcnt| or at com-^ 
moa coAfoetudinary law. 

** Muir's feditidh, being no longer a capital ofience, falls 
hkto iht very numerous clafs of ofTexlces at common law which 
^re fubjed to what is called arbitrary puniihment. I hope 
the delicacT of your Lordfliips' ears wUl not be offended oy 
flic harfh found of the word arbitrary. You would ufe the 
fofter word difcietionary ; but you will remember, that much 
of' the legal phrafeology of Scotland is borrowed from the 
Roman' law: Fitnas arbitrarias vocant^ qua non certd lege di* 
Jtniuntur^ fed arbttrio jitdicis reliEhefunt. 

" There is one ground here of diftinftion that pervades the 
whole criminal law of Scotland, which I (hail endeavour to 
ilate in the very \^ord3 of one of the earlieft writers upon the 
fubjcfl. In his (hort chaptei* upon the diviGon of crimes, hd 
fays, * Crimes are punilhed by a lawful pain fpeclally fet 
down and prcfcribed by the law, or the pain thereof is arbi- 
trary.* I can fafely venture tb affirm, that the crimes of thi 
iaft defcription, vi%. thofe left to arbitrary puniihment, are 
much more numerous' than thofe to which a fpecial pain is 
aiSixed by pofitive law. 

, " To conclude the argument, it is neceflary to Ihew^ that 
tranfportation is an arbitrary puniihment well known and long 
eftabliihed in the criminal law of Scotland. It is exprefsly re* 
cognifed eo nomine as a legal puniihment in the famous Adl of 
1 70 1, which is the Habeas Corpus o{ Scotland, the great bul* 
wark and guardian of our perfonal liberties. I will here fairly 
confefs an appreheniion I entertain upon this part of the ful^ 
ytSt. I know that your Lordlhips are feniible that the law 
of Scotland forms the only rule by which this queilion can be 
tried ; but I know alfo, that it is difficult even for your wifdom 
to abftrad entirely from yoilr knowledge of the law And prac- 
tice of your own country. In England, I believe, fentence 
of tranfponation is never paiTed but as a mitigation of puniih^ 
mem for a capital o0encej or under the fandion of particular 
ftatute. Not fo in the law of Scotland. I will fead to youl 
LordOiips various fentfences of the Court of Seffion inflidin^ 
the puniihmenil^of tranfportation for nd capital ofience, and 
under the fan£bion of no pOiitive law.'' 

His Lordihip then read from the Afts of Sederunt^ pub-i 
liihed by Tait, feveral fentcnccs by the Court of Seifion, o£ 
tranfportation for fraudulent bankruptcies, for erafmg an in« 
terlocutory, for pwjury,* and fubof nation of perjury, which| 
he obferved, were not fubje£ked to tranfpoctation by ftatute 9 
as the^ A£t of George the Second, inflicSling tranfportation on 

Vo JA m. Op perjury, 
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perjury^ and fubornatioa of pctjuryt doc» sot extend to Scot- 
land. . 

«* The Noble Lord (continued Be)» in order to elude the 
preiTure of tiiefe precedents* has endeavoured to eftablt& a 
di(lin£iLon between the Court of SeiEon and thtt Court of Jus- 
ticiary, and to nuintain, that the Court of SefEon mi^t, 
perhaps, in virtue of their hobile oficium^ be authorifed to infill 
feverer puniihment. Though I am far from admitting thk 
doflrine, I will wave the difcuflion- for a reafon which jour 
Lordibips will indantly perceive* I hold in my h^nd an exi^ 
trzCt from the records of the Court of Judiciary : Out of many 
inftances of tranfportation fent me by the Gentlemau who 
made the refcant, I have (eieGted thofe which appear to me 
to be direftly in point." His Lordfhip then read eleven or 
twelve fentences of tranfportation pafl*ed by the Court of Juf- 
ticiary for battery, for mobbing at eIe£tions» and for fwindling^ 
^' Tlicfe, my Lords (faid th€ Earl), are recent inftances, and 
direflly applicable, as I conceive. I liope it will not be con- 
tended, that tlie offences of which Muir was found f^uilty arc 
lefs heinous offences than battery, than fwindling, and mob- 
ing at an election ! The refult of the whole then is fimply 
this ) upon offences of a heinous nature, and which would 
formerly have amounted to treafon, the Court of Judiciary^ 
according to tlic eftabliihed law of Scotland, have iniii£led the 
fevered arbitrary punifliment, thinking it the only punifhment 
adequate to foch crimes. Heavy fines are not ufual in Scotr 
land, and die fevered fine would have been only a tax upon 
Mr. Muir's friends and adherents, by whom it would have 
been immediately paid. liong imprifonment is unufual, clofc 
iniprifonment unknown ; fo that the fending them to prifon 
would have been opening a (hop, or warehoufe, for fedition. 
Banidiment to England would have been prepofterous: |c 
would have been, not puniihment, but reward. BefideSf ray 
Lords (continued the Earl), do we feriouily mean to fay, that 
we wiih the Judges of Scotland to reafon and a£l with refpc£t 
to England in this manner : * We will take care of our own 
*^art of the united kingdom, but we are tpdifferent to the fate 
of yours; we will free ourfelves from the contagion, but we 
%'ill fend the pedilence to you V I will ftop (hort here> as I 
perceive that I am going beyond what the drift line of argu- 
ment requires. If I have been at all fuccefsful in {hewing that 
the fentence pafTed is warranted by the praftice and principles 
of the law of Scotland, the whole quedion is at an end. As 
your Lbrdfhips have no right of revifion, if the difcretiou 
excrcifcd wds legal, you are bound to prefumc it wife. 

*• paving 
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' ^^ Having faid thus much, may I not be permitted, before I 
fit down, to lament at ]eaft the treatment which the Judges of 
Scotland have received? Your Lordftips all feel, the Noble 
JLord has himfelf admitted, that It is of the greateft national 
importance to maintain inviolate the public reverence for the 
courts 6f law. The wifdom, the puritjr, the firmnefs, and 
leQitude of our tribunals, have long been the pride, the glory, 
the bappinefs of this country ; the admiration and envy 6t 
every other. Of this pride, of this glory, of this happinefs, I 
fay Ic confidently, Scotland has her full iliare. Speaking of 
fny coMeagues in office, I am warranted in faying, that at no 
period of time was the Court of Judiciary better compofed. I 
have not the pleafurc of pcrfonal acquaintance with the Lord 
Juftice Clerk, but I have long heard the loud voice of fame, 
that fpeaks of him as a man of pure and fpotlefs integrity,' of 

freat talents, and 6f a tranfccndent knowledge of the laws of 
is country. His aflbciates are men of equal integrity, and of . 
very diilinguifhcd merit. They have afted upon thijs occafion 
in a manner worthy of thcmfelvcs, worthy of their charaflters, 
worthy of the rank they hold in the general eftimation of man- 
kind ; with manly firmnefs they have difcharged a painful bat 
neceffary duty. They were well aware, from the temper of 
the audience at the time, that they ihould be cxpofed to po- 
pular clamout, and its conftant attendant popular obloquy ^ 
but they felt tkat within them, which would not fufFer them, 
from any confideration, to deviate a hair's breacth from the 
line of conduft their duty had drawn. They felt that their 
charaflers, and the whole tenor 'of their public lives, gave 
every one of them a riglit to fay, what was faid by a great 
Magiftrate of old, and repeated in our day% on an occafion not 
4iflimilar to the prefent. Ego hoc nnimo femper fui^ ut mviduij» 
vlrtute partem gloriam non invidiam putarem. They knew that 
there are times and circumftanccs in which popular obloquy 
is the heifiht of praife; they knew that he who fuffers the 
firmneds or his mind to be fhaKcn by popular breath, he who 
will let his public condudt be influenced by any perfonal re- 
cards, can never fill the feat of judicature as he ought, can 
ticver difchargc her great and awful funftions with honour to 
himfelf, or advantage to the Public. 

" I will detain your Lordihips no longer, than to return my 
fincercft thanks for your indulgence, and to make one requeft 
which your juftice will not r^fufc. Your Lordlhips all know 
how little I am accuftomcd to treat fubjeAs of this kind. If^ 
therefore, there has been much want of clearncfs and precifion 
iadie couife of the argument, your Lordihips will refer that 

. . ; * JSj the late Earl of Man«&d4« 
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AcfcGt to its true fource i you W4II afcribe it to the inability c£ 
die fpeaker^ not to any wei^knefs in the caufe he has endea- 
voured to defend.'* 

His Lordfhip concluded with declaring, that he fliould (it 
down in the confident hope, that, before the clofe of the debate, 
thefubje£): would be difbufledby thofe, who, to their great and 
0)lendid talents, add all the advantages of profciEonal know* 
icdge. 

Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) faid, after the able fpccch of the 
Noble Earl it was not neceflary for him to detain their Lord- 
ihips an V length of time ; hut from all that he could colTeft, 
he was aecidedly of opinion^ that the Court, to whofc upright, 
equitable, and juflt condu£l he could bear teftiinony (for 
though his tcftimony was not wanted, it was a, fatisfa£lion for 
him to give it), had done their duty fairly, wifely, and well. 
His Lordfiiip faid, he wifhed the queuion had not been 
agitated. It was a matter of nice and ferious confideration to 
arraign the condu£l of the judges, and ftill more ferious, to 
overturn the whole code of criminal judicature of Scotland, for 
nothing (hort of that appeared to him to be the obje£^ of his 
Nioble Friend. His Lordfliip ftated a variety of cafes, and. read 
many extra£t:s, which extended his fpeech to fome length. 

yitf Lord Chancellor faid, he did not rife to enter into the, 
matter at large ; it was wholly unneceflary after the mofl; 
able fpeech of his Noble Friend the Noble Earl in the green 
ribband. His Noble Friend had given, as it were, demonftra* 
tive proof of the fallacy and futility of the Noble Earl, who 
with great eloquence, great labour, and great ingenuity, had 

frone through fo large a compafs,. and endeavoured to ellablifh 
ome charge or other j^ainft the Court of Jufticiary of Scot- 
J;pd. The Noble Earl in the green ribband had dated the 
general principles of the law of Scotland fo well, that he had 
left him nothing to add upon it; the propofi lions he ftated 
were fo plain, (o clear, and fo evident, and the reafoning he 
had urged in fupport of them fo fatisfaftory, that he was fure 
their Lordfhips were perfc£lly convinced on that fubjeft. 
•file Noble Earl had argued it, as if he were himfelf a judge, 
with temper, with reafon, and with knowledge. He had pro- 
ceeded to ft ate the charaAer and conftitution of the Court to 
which his motion referred; and had. done it with the energy 
of truth, without the ornament of declamation, in fp able s^ 
manner, that he (bould conceive it would hurt the caufe of 
juftice, were he to enter upon thefe topics after the Noble 
Earl, and to attempt to tread in the fame fteps, Wcaufe he 
might injure the impreflion by endeavoyring to improve it. He 
would therefore confine himfelf to a few matters which the 
Noble Earl had not touched upon, -b^ whigh might be, 
, perhaps, 



AfjLiJ.a5.] W00DFAJ(.L:S.PARUAMSNTARV REPORTf il^ 

perhaj)$9 the. fringes of the a];giiment, matters merely inciden-i-. 
tgl* which if QOt noticed, might poOibly be confidered as in- 
capai3le of an anfwcr. With regard to tlie challenges to the. 
jury fo much' infiftcd on by the Noble Earl, they were moft 
prepofterous and abfurd. It had been obje£led that foroe of 
the jury who tried the caufe had made a declaration to fupport 
the conftitutioni and to defend it again (I its opponents » he 
meant the declaration of the Goldfmiths' Hall Afibciation. 
That declaration was perfe£ily right and juilifiable, fince ic 
went no farther than every honefl: man would wifli to go, 
namely, to ftate an abhorrence of feditious pra£tices. If the 
ground of this obje^ion was to be held a folid one, there could 
not be a jury of honeft men in* the kingdom fit for the trial. 
Suppofing that a highwayman was put upon his trial, and he 
were to challenge any of his jury, on the ground that they had 
either entered into an afibciation, or joined in a fubfcription to 
prote£l their property againft depredation, ought they on fuch 
an obje&ion to be fet afide as jurymen ? Upon fuch a challenge 
as tCat infilled on in the cafe ot Mulr, we might proceed to. 
rejeft all the authority of the law itfelf, as a rule of a£tion for 
men in a focial (late ; and to the character of all judges, as the 
expounders of that law : This would at once put an end^to all 
law, and filence.the opinion of all lawyers upon a queilion of 
fedition. As well might it be faid that all thofe, who, many 
years ago, entered into a determination to oppofe, andexpreiied 
their detedation of an offence that at that time had, grown 
into ufe, fuch as knocking a man down in the ftreet, and af- 
terwards robbing him, were difqualified to form a jury to try 
any pcrfon who had been guilty of that offence, becaufe they 
were declared enemies of fuch pra£lices ; would any man he- 
State to pronounce that fuch challenges, if admitted, were a 
mockery of juilice ? 

With refpc£k to the fecond objeflion, viz. ' that matter had 
been allowed to be proved which was not dated in the in- 
diclment, it was idle, ft nee it could not be denied that the 
Lord Advocate waved what he had a right to infill on in that 
refpe£l, which fo far argued that there was no harlhnefs in the 
profecution i and he. was not a little aflonifhed to hear it fup^ 
pofed, that it added to the objeftion, that what palTed at 
Goldfmiths'. Hall, palfed previous to the charge libelled. 
Tliere would have been fome ground to complain if it ha4 
palfed fubfemsently, as in that cafe.it would have been a valid 
obje£lion. With regard to the condudl of the Court on th^ 
evidence of Ann Filher, his Lordlhip declared that he believed 
no man in this country, who pretended to be a lawyer, could 
blame the Coyrt upon that fubje^l, - Ic had been Hated, as a 

third 
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third objedion, that FuflcH's evidence had been dented to 
be admitted ; nothing furely could be more juftifiable, than 
ftfnCng to admit the teftimony of a man clearly wilful in per- 
filling totleny what he muft hare known. The Noble Eart 
had ftated, that a witnefs had been improperly committed for 
prevarication, and afterwards rcjefted by the Court improperiy. 
In the firft place, that witnefs was not committed for prevari- 
cating in his anfwers ; he was committed for refufing to an- 
fwera queftion, when it was evident that he muft have been 
Me to anfwer. The queftions put to him were plain and fim- 
plc, and related to a converfation which had taken place only 
three days before his examination. He faid he cou/d not tel! 
when : The truth was, he would trot tell. And here he could 
not help taking notice of the general obfcrvations of the Noble 
Earl who brought thb motion forward, who faid^ that the rules 
of the admiflibility of evidence were general 5 from this he dif- 
fented ; the rules were not general, they were not the fame in 
England as they were in Scotland. In England, the Court judged 
cf the competency or admiffibility of a witnefs only, and left his 
credibility to the jury. In Scotland it was otherwifc 5 for there 
the Court had power to determine whether he (hould be examin- 
ed or not ; and, generally fpeaking, no defendant, he was pretty 
fure, had any reafon to complain of this rule. In nine cafes out 
often it muft operate in favour of the defendant. If the Noble 
Earl had given nimfelf the trouble to be well informed upon 
the fttbjecl, he would have known how vague skll general 
reafoning muft be refpe£ling it, becaufe the thing itfelf was 
not governed by general rules, but by the particular pradice 
of the law of particular countries. So difFerent, for inftance, 
was the law of England from the law of Scotland, in faying 
. what fort of perfon fhould not be examined, that the law of 
the two countries had not the moft remote refemblance. In 
England, in any parochial cafe, a parifliioner could not be ex-, 
ammed ; nor could a corporator in a queftion belonging to the 
borough of which he was a member. The law of England faid 
he (hould not be examined, becaufe it was poffiblc he might 
be interetted in the event : This rigour was found to be too in- 
convenient in fome inftances to admit of the due adminiftration 
of juftice, but it could not be abated but by a pofitive Aflrof 
Parliament, which was palfed for thtit fjpecific purpofe. That 
was not at all the cafe of the law of Scotland, tor by it the 
CouVt were to ufe their difcretion as to the admifiibility of a 
witnefs. His Lordfhip particularly mentioned the praftice in 
a- voire dire in England^ and explained in what manner it ap- 
plied. 4 

Hi 
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IJe owned himfdf perfe^ly aftoni(hedac the Noble Earl's 
argument, that the.Court of Juiliciary was incompetent to tty 
either Mr. Muir or Mr« Palmer without a warrant from the 
Si^cretary of State. It might poflibly happen in the cafe of 
Mr. James Dundas in 1 7 1 2» that a warrant had been fent down, 
bat that one foUtary inftance proved nothing. Did it ever enter 
feriouily into the head of any man» in the kaft degree acquainted 
\rith the laws of this, or of that country, that the warrant of 
the Secretary of State was neceiTary to found the )urifdi£tion 
o( the Lord Advocate .to bring fuch a perfon to trial, or that 
the Court was not competent to try criminal caufes* when its 
;very inftitution deftined it to that obje£t ? The thing was 
really fo much beyond the limits- of a rational difputCf that 
it was not worth a ferious argument ; indeed he could hardly 
truft to his own comprehenfion, ^nd be fure he heard the Noble 
.£arl aright, when he thought he . hpard him maintain the af- 
firmative of that propofition ^ he could not have fo dated it, 
if he had not loll fight of all reflexion on the autliority of 
the law of Scotland, and had been running a race for the pur- 
pofe of finding ibmething in the ihape of obje£iions to the 
trial in queftion. 

Upon the cafe of Dr. Baillie hia Lordfiiip obferved, that 
by that cafe it was evident that the judges, who pronounced 
judgment upon him, thought that tranfportation was included 
in the word Baniihment; and he believed it would not at this* 
day be quedioned whether thofe judges underftood the law of 
Scotland, and w^ich had not been altered to the preOent hour. 
Should he however agree, for the fake of tlie argument, that 
the proceedings on Baiilie's trial were unjuft, and even illegal, 
and decided with a party fpirit, how would the cafe thenftand? 
It would th^n be ten times ftronger for the argument in fa- 
vour of the fide of the queftion he meant to fupport. The 
fentence on this perfon was not put in force, for he had a 
Parliamentary pardon. Baton what ground? The counfel 
for Mr. Baillie were acute men, and not likely to lofe Gght of 
any point that was in fa,vour of their client. Did they infill 
that his baniihment did not fimply imply tranfportation? No- 
thing like it. Th^y alledged, that, in faying what he had faid, 
he was bound to do fo; and that if he had concealed what He 
had to fay, he would have been guilty of mifprifion of treafon, 
and it was under that idea the conviction was fet afide. NoW 
that if the, convifiion was right upon the fad>, the judges were 
not right upon the law arifing out of that fa&, in pronouncing 
on htm a fentence of banifhmenc ; and to carry that banifli' 
ment into cfftik, they ordered him to be tranfported. In rd|« 

*gard 



iltf WOODFAIX'S PAHUAMMTAlty AWMTS. 

gard to the cafe of Baiilie his liordfliift faid, the whote IftxAorr 
of it would be found in Burnet's Mbn6irs. 

The difference between the law of England and the lst'%mr m 
Scotland, with regard to crimes punifliable afe feloDies, stnd 
4hofe oflfences which in England are called mifdemcanottts^ liis 
Lordfliip ftid, was clear and diftin^t. Indeed, the caTes w^liioli 
eftabliQied the diftindrions in thefe points between the Ja««^ 
of the tvK> countries were fo numerous, that he wondered ttia,t 
any perfon, pretending to know any thing olT the bw of eitfca% 
ihould be ignorant of that diftinftion. He wouM go futth^r ^ 
'for he was confident that the Gentlemen whofe trialar cliis 
motion alluded to, might have beeti convifked on the A€t o£ 
-Parliament of the year 1703^, if they had been indided en ie. 
'He therefore found himfclf under the neceffity of differing 
from tbe'Noble Earl, in almoft all he faid, on the prefent ful>- 
je£b, and of agreeing with the two NoUe Earls who had oi>— 
jedled to the motion. 

There was one pointy however, in which he differed from st 
'Noble £arl(Kifinoui), who had exprefled a wiih this fubjed had 
never been brought under fo much difcuffioh. On Ac coa- 
trary, he was happy it had been brought under difcuffion in 
every place ; he' meant in every rcfpedable place in whidi it 
had been brought under difcuflion ; for difcuffion and invefti- 
gation had contributed to difpel that calumny which flew in 
the dark, and tended to purify the charafters of the judges 
who had afled upon thefe trials. They would have confo- 
lation from a]! thefe difcuffions, and particular confolation from 
the refult of the labours of the Noble Earl, who had brought 
thisfubjcA before their Lofdfliips ; with great diligence, in- 
genuity, and abilities, he admitted; but it\ a manner which 
proved the weaknefs of the caufe in which he was engaged. 
He had not fo much fpecified his objcftions to particular 
points, as he had infifted on the general topics againft the • 
whole of the code of the Scotch law. In doing this, he a£led 
wifely i for where the citadel was ftrong, it was prudent to attack 
it by diftant approaches ; fuch a citadel was not to be taken by 
ftorm; it was found policy therefore in the Noble Earl to 
take a large compafs, bccaufc there was no other way to make 
an imprcOion. For this purpofe the Noble Earl had ftated to 
their Lofdlhips, the fuperior wifdom of the law, and the li- 
#berality of its expounders, in the 12th and 13th centuries. 
Perhaps their Lordfhips might not be able to agree with the 
Noble Earl, or join with nim in his panegyrics on the fu- 
periority of thofe days over the prefent ; the Noble Earl feem- 
ed to think chat good order^ and the happincfs of fodet;^, 
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tffi'-- ''^^'^ ^^" at their height; and that the fubfequent altcrationa 
of the law, and the lahours of lawyers to explain the law, had 
tended to confine inftead of expanding the principles of liberty. 
His objeft appeared to be a general reform ; and, like all gc- 
lieral reformers, his ideas feemed better fitted for a general dc- 
ftrufbion of the whole fyftem, than^ for any fpccific amcnd- 
aient of a particular part. He was not a little furprifed bow- 
ever that, in his copious epumcration of general defcfts, the 
Noble Earl had not the goodnefs to communicate to their Lord- 
fhips what remedy he intended to apply. He had merely 
hinted that the laws of Scotland fliould be aflSmilated to the 
Jaws of England. He believed there was no real neceffity for 
that affimitation ; and that if the Noble Earl was to proceed 
to it, he would foon find hinifelf under the neceffity of al- 
tering the laws of England alfo. He doubted whether that 
could be done with advantage to cither country; at leaft, 
whenever it was done, it ihould be done .with a very wife, if 
not a very fparing hand : And the inclination of nis mhid 
was that both laws (hould, for the prefent, remain as they 
are. 

Much cenfurc had been heaped on the late proceedings of 
the Court of Judiciary in Scotland, and the judges muft take 
their (hare of blame upon the fubjedl. He would not, he faid, 
enter into a laboured panegyric on thofe judges; no part of 
their conduft called for it. Enough was it for him to fay thai 
they were men of known integrity, diflinguifhed talents, and 
thorough knowledge of their profeffion. In the late inftance 
they had clearly proceeded on the precept irf" the Apoftlc, 
" be juft, and fear notJ' They had a£ied, he believed, upon 
the principles of truth and juftice, as they (hould anfwer to 
their God and«thetr country i and they had behaved with a 
manly firmnefs. When the trial had commenced, they found 
their Court furrounded with a mob and a clamour; inilcnd 
of being influenced by it, they purfued their objeck calmly but 
fteadily, and difcharged their duty faithfully. The event and 
confequence proved that they did right. They faw riot and 
tumult fubfide into regularity and good order. They faw the 
magiftracy ready to fupport tlicm» and fubordinntion and de- 
corum enforced. He had converfed, his Lordihip faid, with 
fevcral perfonsof intelligence who had come up from Edin- 
burgh, men well acquainted with the Scotch law, and un- 
<loubted chara£^er, on thefubje£l. Some of them their I^rd* 
fhips had fecn at their Bar, who all concurred that the trial had 
been correft in point of form, complete in the amount of 
evidence, and fatisfadtory to the jury, and that their verdict 
was legal and well-grounded. They agreed alfo that the fen- 
VoL. lU, P p tence 



%^ W0ODFAtL*S PARUAMENTARY MPORTS. lUtw. 

tence wa$ ftri^ily confonant to ^ pra£Uce of the Coart o£ 
Jufticiary, and conformable to law. Nor had be heard of 
anf profeffional man who obje£ked to it in the fmalleft de- 
gree, one or two profeffional men excepted. In (bort, fo ge- 
neral waa the approbation of the condtt£l of the Court) uat 
every man of chara£ker and property in Scotland joined in 
fentiment upon it \ every man of rank, every man ot fortune, 
every ariftocrat ^nerchant, every ariftocrat tradefman) every 
wt>rthy individual, approved highly of the conduA of thei 
judges. In fa£l, no murmur or doubt whatever was entei-j 
tained refpe£ting it but by the Sans Culottes t>f Edinburgh. 

Tbi Earl of Lauderdah faid, it would ill become himiaftn 
having experienced fo large a (hare of their Lordihips* in^ 
dul^ence, if. he were to trefpafs a fecond time long upon thei] 
pauence, but he necefiagrily muft wifh, as fliortly as poflible, t< 
make fome reply. The queftion and his argument had bea 
treated in an extraordinary way} but neither declamation nc 
inve&ive (hould deter him from bringing fubjefb worth 
of their attention under the confideration of their Led 
fhipsi what feemed to him fo materially to deferve it» and wh 
he could produce folid arguments to fupport. He did n 
agree with his Noble Friend near him (Earl Mansfield) as 
the ground on which he had put the queftion, nor could I 
accede to his Noble Friend's definition of the term Banil 
ttent. With regard to the Noble and Learned Lord who l 
fet out with fo folemnly declaring, that fuch a queftion ^ 
not a fit fubje£l for declamation, he never had heard fo 
clamatory a fpeech as had fallen from the Noble and Lean 
Lord. He declared himfelf fincerely in eameft in his wil 
that the judges of the Court of Juftictary might not fii 
in the public opinion in confequence of the fentences paiTet 
Mr.Muir and Mr. Palmef ; but he had ferious reafon to ap 
hend, from the agitation thofe fentences had excited in 
public mindy that the authority due to the Court, and ,th 
fpedl in which that authority ought to be held, would nc 
tncreafed. If the Noble Lord had paid a little more attci 
to the fubjc£l, he would have found many inftanccs of cr 
formerly included under the general head of treafon, 
fubje£t by law to appropriate puniihrnents, after being 
from under that general head, by the introduftion of the 
lifh treafon laws into Scotland. The Noble and Learned 
had declared himfelf perfectly aftoniOied at his argume 
fpefting the nccefiity of a warrant from the King or Sec 
of Sute, to render the Court of Jufticiary competent 
He would however defy any lawyer living to flic^, th; 
fuch trial had taken place previous to the Union of th 

C] 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

TjJESDAY^JfriJ 15. 

The Bill for the better taking of Special Bail in A&ionsaiid 
Suits in the Court of Common Pleaa in the County Palaune 
of Lancafter, wa$ read a third time, and pafled. 

The Petitions on the Rights of Ele£iion for the City of Car* 
liflcy for the Borough of Seaford, and for tl^e City and Liberty 
of Weftminfteri were deferred to the 7th) 8th, and 9tb of July 
nexty on the motion of the ChanctUor of tht Eiccbtquer i 

Who then gave notice^ that he fhould move for leave to 
bring in a Bill to remedy fome evils which had occafioned the 
delay of public buGnefs, on account of the difficulty of having 
a full attendance, at an advanced period of the feffion, on thefo 
queftions of Ele^ion Committees. 

The Lottery Bill was read a third time, and pafled. 
The Committee on the Bill for the better management o£ 
the Crown Lands was deferred to Thurfday the 17th. 

The Bill for the more cfFeaually preferving Money, and 
other Effects, in the Hands of his Majefty's Subjeds belon^««i 
jng to Perfons rcfidcnt in France, for the Benefit of the indi* 
vidual Owners thereof, pafled the Committee, and the Report 
was ordered to be received. 

As did alfo the Bill for exempting from the Payment of 
Duty on Sale, Ships of War taken as Prizes, &c. 

Mr. Long moved for leave to bring in a Bill for faving td 
his Majefty the Duty of new Subfidy on Tobacco imported 
into Scotland. — Granted,— The Bill was brought in imme- 
diately, read a firft time, and ordered to be read a fecon4 
time. 

The Bill for the further Prevention of Delay in the Elcftion^ 
of Members to ferve in Parliament, paffed the Committee; and 
the report was ordered to be received. 

A meffage from the Lords informed the Houfe« their Lord« 
(hips had pafled a Bill for the Encouragement of Marines, &c, 
to which they defirc^d the concurrence of that Houfe. 

Mr. Ryder faid, he (hould move that the Bill be read a firft 
time immediately, that it might be read a fecond time the next 
day, and be committed for Thurfday, if the Houfe ihould think 
proper ; then move to have it printed for the peru&l of thtf 
Members of the Houfe. He intended to move ior the intro* 
dudion of certain claufes which could not be inferted by the 
Lords, becaufe they related to money to be raifed in certain 
cafes by the Bill ; thefe clanfes were for the inflid:ing penal* 
ties on thofc who ihould difobey fome of the provifions of the 

Bill, 
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Bill. And after the holidays he (hould more to hare the whok 
recommitted. 

The Bill was read a firft time, and ordered to be read a 
fecond time. 

The Bill for relieving certain Perfons profeflihg the Catfio* 
Jic Religion^ and who are defirous of being admitted, and to 
pra£iife as Attornies and Solicitorsi was read a third time, and 
pafled. . 1 

The report of the Slate Duty Bill was read and agreed to ; 
and the BUI was ordered to be engrofled. 

SABBATH-DAY BILU 

Mr. Maifitvaring moved, that the Order of the Day, for re« 
ferring to a Committee of the whole Houfe the Bill for enfor- 
cing a due obfervance of the Sabbath, might be read : It having 
been read, and motion being made, ^ That the Speaker do 
*' leave the Chair,** 

Mr. Joliffe fai(^ that there were fome parts of the Bill to 
which he had the ftrongeff objedions, and which he imagined 
the Houfe would hardly agree to ena£h into a law. As thofe 
obje£bionable parts were fo obvious that no one could fail to 
fee them, he hoped they would be given up. 

Mr. Courtendy faid, he obje£^ed to the whole of the Bill ;-* 
to its principle, as puritanical ; to fome parts of it, becaufe 
they were unneceflary ; and to others^ as being in their ten- 
dency pofitively mifchievous. He pronounced it to be a Bill 
to encourage informers, and to hold up rewards to profligate 
low-minded men, and invite them to injure and diilurb the 
i^rell-being of their fellow-citizens. Of all the chara^lers that 
the univerfal confent of mankind had gibbetted up to cverlaft- 
ing infamy, that of the informer was the moft confpicuoufly 
infamous ; and by the prefent Bill, if it ihould pafs into a law, 
the great Senate of a great nation was holding out a fyftem 
of encouragement to the needy and unprincipled man to be- 
come that infamous charafter, and to fupply means for his 
vices by the fpoliation of the unfufpicious and unguarded. He 
deemed it a puritanical Bill, becaufe it profefled a great care 
ifor religion, but was repugnant to the eflential pnnciples of 
Chriftianity, and which leaned its whole weight on the Poor, 
depriving them of the only comfortable meal they could eat in 
the week ; while it left the rich to have their routs, to' play at 
cards, and enjoy every amufement and diffipation, however vi- 
cious, in breach of the Sabbath, uncontrouled and unpumihed } 
and he would therefore divide the Houfe on the queftion* 

Sir 
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Sit James Sandrrjin dtni^d the con(lru£lion put on the Bill 
ty Mr. Courtenajr, and (M, that it gave as great a latitude as 
was ncccflary to accommodate the poor, by leaving the bakers 
at liberty to bake from nine to one oVIock, and to deliver the 
article baked till two* 

Mr. Wilberforce faid, that he thought it hardly neccflary fof 
him to remind the Houfe, that by the ertablKhcd conftiriition, . 
religion made a part of the law of the land. — ^He did not there- 
fore expe£l that fuch obfervations as had juft fallen from riie 
Hon. Member (Mr. Courtenay) wotild have been thrown out 
in that Houfe. — Regarding relicion even f^> a merely political 
inilstution, he would fay, that that man was no friend to foci- 
• cty, no friend to the policy of the country, who would fhake 
that religion, by taking away its great fubflratumj the periodi- 
- Cal weekly memorial of its exidcnce, and confounding Sunday 
with the other days of the week. By the Hon, Gentleman's 
argument, .it (hould feem that he would have buying and felling 
carried on on the Sabbath-day — a ciicumftance which, if it 
tx)ok place, could not fail to eradicate all rcfpeft for religion 
from the breafts of the people, and bring on all thofe confe- 
quent mifchiefs, for a defcription of which he referred the 
noufe to the calamities of a neighbouring country. 

Mr. Mainwaring faid, that he was convinced the Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Courtenay) had not attentively conGdered the 
claufe afluded to, or he could not have given it the interpreta- 
tion he had done ; and requefted tjierefore that he would allow 
the Bill to go into a Committee. 

Mr. Courtenay agreeing to this requifition, the Houfe went 
into the Committee. 

When that part of the claufe was read which gives magff- 
trates a difcretionary power to pay informers their expenccs 
over and above their (hare of the penalty, it was warmly op- 
fbfed by Mr. Courtemy^ Mr. Hujfey, and Mr. Jolifey and as 
warmly fu,pported b/ Mn M aimvarin gyVir. Eajiy and Sir WiU 
Unm. Scott. At length, Sir James Sanderfon giving it as his 
opinion that the provifions ot the Bill might poUibiy be carried 
into cflFeft without it, AiZ claufe was agreed to be left out. 

Mr. Joliffe moved, that the operation of the Bill (hould be 
confined to a diftance of five miles from Lohdon ; when 

It being fuggefted that fuch an alteration required the m oft- 
grave and deliberate confuleration, i^ was agreed that Mr. Jo- 
lifle (hould referve his amendment to the bringing up of* the 
•report on the third reading, and that in the mean time tbe Bill 
Ihould go through the Committee \ which was accordingly 
done, and reported to the Houfe. 
Adjourned. 
Vol. III. Q^q HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April i6« 

The Houfe adjourned at one o'clock to WeRminfter-Hall^ 
to fit on the trial of Warren Haftings, £f<). from whence xhcj 
letumed at half pad (ix o'clock. 

Lord Parhtj Mr. Join Pitt^ and Others, brought up GnrcraS 
Bills from the Commons. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, jtpril 16. 

A meflage from the Lords informed the Hoafcy tliat their 
Ixirdfliips had agreed to the Bill for the Encouragement anil 
Bifcipline of fuch Perfons as ihall voluntarily emoll thems- 
elves for the internal Defence of the Kingdom in cafe of ait 
Emergency, with fome amendments, to which they dcGrecf 
the concurrence of that Houfe ; and that they vrould procec3 
further on the trial of Mr. Haftings on Wednefday the 23d of* 
April. • 

The report of the Bill for providing for the Families of 
fuch Perfons as may be drawn by Lot to ferve in the NGlina 
was read) agreed to, and ordered to be read a third time when 
engroflfed. 

The report of the. Committee of the whole Houfe, on the 
Bill for the better Obfervance of the Lord's Day, viras de- 
ferred. 

The Bill for the Encouragement of Marines, &c. was read 
ar fecond time, and ordered to be committed. 

The Cbancellor of the Exchequer moved, « TTiat the Amend-- 
'< ments made by the Lords in the Bill for the Encouragement 
<^ and DifcipUne of fuch Perfons as (hall voluntarily enroll 
^ thcmfelves for the internal Defence of the Kuigdom, be now 
*• taken into confideration." 

The Speaker obferved, that thcfe amendments were fuch as* 
the Houfe could not acquiefce in, as they related to the part of 
the Bill which provided for the pay of the corps. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he was convinced of 
the propriety of the obfervation which came from the Chair. 
He then dated the nature of the amendments^ in which he 
ap;reed with the Lords; and therefore, on the point of form> 
it was neccifary that thefe amendments (hould be diRented from 
by that Houfe, for the purpofe of bringing in another Bill con* 
taining the provifions made Jn the amendments. He there- 
fore moved, ** That the condderacioD of thefe Amendments 
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'• be poftponed to that day two months.'* Ordered. He 
then moved for leave to bring in another Bill. Granted. He 
brought it in immediately. It was read a firft time, and or- 
<icred to be read a fecond time the next day. 

The further confideration of the French Property Bill was 
poftponed till the 28th of Apriii on the motion of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. 

The Bill for regulating the Shippinj^ and Carrying of Slaves 
from the Coaft of Africa, in Brltifli Ships, was read a inrft 
time, and ordered to be read a fecond time the next day. 
The Slate Duty Bill was read a fecond time, and pafled. 
The Chancelhr rftbe Exchequer moved for leave to bring in 
a Bill, to explain and amend the 28tn of his prefent Majefty, 
for the Regulation of controverted £le£UoR8, as far as relate! 
to the prefenting petitions. Granted. The Bill was brought 
in immediately, read a firft time, and ordered to be read a 
fecond time the next day. 

Mr. Pophmn brought up a Bill to prevent the removal of 

' Caufcs of fmall Value, from the inferior Courts of the County 

Talatine of Lancafter, tq the Court of Common Pleas there.—- 

Read % firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time the 

next day. 

On reading the report of the Bill for the further Prevention 
of Delsnys in the Election of Members to ferve in Parliament, 
Mr. tax faid, he was a friend to the Bill as far as it went : 
It provided for the mode of taking the oaths of eledlors ; that 
was right and proper^ but tlie Bill, in his opinion, did not go 
far enough : He wiflied that the whole of what was called the 
Long Oath fliould be omitted at all future ele£Hons, and that 
Roman Catholics fhould be admitted to the exercife of ele£t- 
Tve frrfnchifcs.— Independent of the general relaxation which 
has been adopted towardsthatdefervingbody of citizens, there 
^ere fcveral Teafons could be adduced, {n the firft place, the 
•f)ath was in general only adminiftcred for the purpofe of jde*- 
iay, '^ It was alio well known to be frequently taken by Ro- 
'man Catholics^ who were not over-fcrupulous upon the occa^ 
•fion. And, laftly, it was, to his own knowledge, refufed by 
Proteftant Diflcmcrs, although only levelled at Roman Catho- 
lics, becaufe they thought it Indecent to" blend religious opi- 
nions with elefibiori matters. For thefe rcafons he advifed the 
totil omiffion of the claufe« and nioved that the Bill Ihould be 
•recommitted for the purpofe of fttiking it outof theBill. The 
motion pafled, and the Bili was ordered to be re-committed 
«n Monday the 28th of April. 

Mr. Sherhlan gave notice, that, on the firft open day after 
llsf b^lidayS}he (hould move for leave to bring in a Bill to put 

Q^q 2 the 
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the Roman Catholics and Dtflenters of this country at feafl 
en a fqoting as to teds with the foreigners about to be em- 

f)loyed in the fcrvice of this country in the prefent war ^ and 
le really wiflied, he faid, that miniflers would take this into 
their mod ferious confideration, and hoped there would sot be 
a diflenting voice to that propofition. — ^fuefdayi ihe a9th of 
April, was then named for that purpofe. 

The 3ill for faring to his Majefty the new Sub(idy on To- 
. bncco in Scotland^ was read 9 fecond time, and ordered to be 
committed. 

The Committee of the whole Houfe on the Bill to enable 
dieCommiilioners of Sts^mps to allow the (lamping fingle demy 
papdr, was, after a (hort* difcui&on between Mn Rofe and Mr. 
Si^ufatfi deferred. 

EMIGRANT CORPS, 

On reading the Order of the Psiy, for taking into con(idcra« 
tion the report of the Bill to enable the fubJeOs of his late 
* Chiiftian Majefty to eolift in the fervice of this country, on the 
continent, &c. 

Tie Attorney Gentral moved, an amendment i *^ Provided 
/' alway8> that every perfon who fliall enlift as a foldier, ihall 
<< be attefted in fuch manner as his Majefty (halldire£k in his 
^f Articles of War \ and fhall take fucn oath of bit fidelity 
^^ di^ring his continuance in his Majefty's fervice." 

This produced a convcrfatidn : Air. &b^Han^ Mr* fon^ Mr^ 
Tayhr^ and Mr. Grey contending, that the form of the oath 
(hould be fettled by Parliament : The Attorney Gfmnal^ Mt^ 
Ridn'\^ Mr. Dund({Sy Sir IFilliam Toimg% Lord MulgraWf and 
the Chancellor cf the Exchi^umr. contending that ic ought to be 
left to his Majjfty robe fettled under the Articles of War* 

'fhe queftion being put on the words^ as moved by tho At* 
torncy General, 

Mr, pox faiii, he had endeavoured for fome time in vain to 
underftand the real meaning of a great4eal of what be hadbeard 
from Qentlemen on the other fide of tlie Ho.ufe on this fub» 
je£i \ but he thought he had at laft been able ^Q difcovf r thtf 
drift of their intentions. The tendency of the amendment of 
the Learned Geutlcmun was, in reality, to exempt tbi; officers 
to be employed in the iervice of the emigrant corps from tho 
Tcft Aft. He had no objection whatever to that exep()p- 
tion \ he wilhed that the operation of the Teft Aft (ho^l4 bin 
done away altogether. But he thought ic would have beeii 
but fair and candid to ftate the inconvenience of applving- tb^ 
Tefl Aft to thefc perfons : That, howeveri would '$av^ niH 
minifters under a dilemma ; for it might "Appear a little al^uird 
to give up the Tcft Aft with rcfpcft to this corps in geoeral^ 

aad 



and j€t to ^otinye iu appii<;«tioa to 9U the Catbcdics wi DiP^ 
Centers in thU country. . ^ 

Tif Cb^wellor 9fthi Efcphequ€r f^td, the general policy of 
the Teft Ad applied to perr9n« holtding office^ pf truft within 
tills kingdom^ This was a corps to be employed out of the 
kingdom \ a diftu^&ion which the Right Hon, Gentlgiiwihad 
eontounded* 

The Attorney General's afnendmcnt was adopted. 

Mr. Sbiridan ^hcn proposed an am^dment, ^haty ini^ad pf 
the Bill ren^ii^ing in force during the prefent waiit it ihould 
continue only for pne year. He obfQrved that his Majefty had 
Dopow^r tp.pontinue in his fervice bis own fvbjeAs longer 
ti)an ptte yegr, and. that thift was always under the proviGpn pf 
the Mutiny Bill. He faw no re^fon whateverj on the con- 
trary* he fawmpch danger, that the poorer of the Crpwn ihould 
be inore extenfive with regard tp the emplpyipent of foreign^ 
: ers in the Britith few ipe. The objeA of the war- was now de- 
, £ned by minifter^ to be that of thp deftru^ion pf the jprefent 
form of government of France, and the eftablilha|C9t gt order^ 
inoraUty, and religion in that pQuntry, ]t migl)t» perhaps, be 
difcovered that we ihould not be able to eOe£k an dbj^ 0< fuch 
magnitude without employing 500^009 meni and by this Bill 
. ^e number was indefinite. Ba would therefore aih> Whether 
any vote of credit that Houfq erer gave tp the Crpwn was fo 
e^ten(ive a^ thi^ i He would atk Gentlemen what anfwer they 
had to give to their conilituentibi if they ihquld demand to 
.know hpw the power of the purfe of this country ftood i Wer« 
they not bound to cpnfefs tliat the whole pf it was entirely 
.gi«enup tp the diicretion of the e^^ecutive power-? And aU 
though thp Bill was (ilent as to the half-pay of all who ihould 
a& iinder the Bill, yet it might turn out in the event, that, 
although they had no claim on this country according to. the 
letter pf the Ad,, yet, like the American Loyidiftsi they might 
have an inrpfiftible claim on our mafinanimity> generoiitv, and 
even juftice* Befide*, after we had fueceeded (which by the 
.way might be noany. years hence, if ever it happened) in the 
gl^ripp^ eaufe of eftabliihing a government in France, the 
ponipft might be changed into a fquabble for Jndemnification« 
.and an attempt to partition France (as had already been done 
iq Poland), in which perfons ailing under this Bill oould not 
polQbiy aQift. If this were fo, what was the fttuation of thofe 
offioers, who mighi be thus trepanned in(o the horrid necei&tT 
of fighting againit their country, or elfe bQ ezpofed to the pe« 
:naUies of mutiny and defertion i With refpe£k to this countrf 
)ik6wi(e, the meafure was equally eaceptionable, as it was vyr^ 
i^ally fi|ffl«ndenng the pwfe-ftrin^ pt tjbye mtiont fprn^hal 

eoatrpu^ 
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cotttTMl could weexereile Mt the fubjef^, iAitti y^ gave- 66- 
fore-hand an unlimited cxcrcife of difcrcti6n to the Crown, 
both in the amount -of the ttoops to be raifed^, that is to fay, 
the expence incurred, and the time for which that expeiidc 
flioaM continue ? ' He therefore moved to leave out certain 
words*tn the^laufe *w Ae'j^rpofe of inferting others, which 
ihottld limit the term of the duration of the Billy and keep in 
die hands of that Hfeurfe, *what' they always ought to have for 
. tlic beftcit <rf the people — the power trf tlhepuUic purfc. 

Sir'*WlHiam* toung contended that mea- would not enifill 
tmdeif tfe^^fet^ if it were"*ttmked to one year, ' 

Mr, Mi EJbbinfin cbhlU not tigrecto give fuch a wound to 
the conflimtion^ as he thotight Uie Bill mUft give without the 
amendment now propofed. 

Mr, Brtkef- wondere* that nlinifterS|*w)i6 wiJrerrefponfiblc 
for the whole iheafturc^ fliould offer rto defence for fo extraor- 
dinary a chttfey elpeciariy after fuch convincing arguments had 
been urged ht the amendment. Ht was a friend to the BiH, 
as far as it ^rtreht to enabling his'Majcfty to eit\p!oy Frenchmen 
en the codtinem \ but he could' not lupport it at the expence 
of the conftitution. 

ne Earl rf Ineh^tiin complained, that it was the praAice of 
Oppofition, who had pledged themfelves to fupport the war, to 
oppofe, by travils and quibbles, every meafare for carrying it 
on. Not that they hkd any (olid argument, but hints wefsr 
every day thrown chit by one Gentleman or other, which did 
mifchief out of doors, where fuch topics ought not to be dif- 
•culfed,^ and which ought not to be fuffered. 

ilf f . Qrey faid, he had expeded that the Noble Lord, who 
charged Oppofition with not having any arguments, wouk} 
have produced fome of- hH* own. Their Speeches the Noble 
Lord thought flioaW be Teftrained, becaufe they produced ill 
efie£ls: The time, libwcver, was not yet come, when' a pro- 
poiition to reftrain the freedom of debate wis likely to be much 
reliflied. In what inftance had they oppofed ^t neccflary and 
conftitutional ftppSies for 'CaTrying on thdiwar? An unconftt- 
tutional nveafure lie (houki always oppofe, even when intended 
to promote ft defiraUe endv* ^fides, the amendment, while it 
Tendered the Bill more conformable to conftituHonal * princi- 
ples, did not render it lefs efFeiftual for its intended purpofe. • , 

The Earl of fnchkimn faid, he had not referred to needom of 
fpeeeh and debate inParliament, buthad alluded only to the 
feditiotts meetings held up and down the country. 

Mr. Canning defended tHe duration of the Bill, and faifl 
fhe Mutiny Bill was not annual for troops ferving in India, 
nor fcnr theirtrfuiiteet corpsio be embodied Sot the internal de- 
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fence of thc!ncowtr]J.» he mentioned the inftancc of tW vo- 
lunteer corps, railed in 1782, who were to ferve during the 
continuance .of.th^war^uindcmitcndedi that it^ would be ab'^' 
furd topropQrcJblf-pay.'at jtfefcnt forthe Frenchmen ^wh^ 
fliall ^nlift under the BUI. 

* Mr. Jdyll f^Sd, a Bfll for Jraliing, an anomalous army was- 
Very properly fupported by anomabus arguments. The cx^ 
planarion of a ffoble Lord was as irrelevant to his fpeech as 
his fpeech to the qyeftion before thp Houfe. Mr. Jekyil added 
fome arguments in favour of Mr. Sheridan's amendment. 

Sir W;. Milfur faid he approved of the amendment, but not 
from ahy difpofition to cavil. When he differed from minifters on 
any fubjeft relating to the war, he differed from thofe from whom 
he had learned his political opinions, with whom he had lived, 
and with whom it gave him pain to differ. When the Bill was ■ 
firft propofed, he had been under fome diflSiciUty in forming his 
opinion. He thought it reafonable that the emigrants fhould 
be employed in fichting what was more their own caufe than 
ovrsi but then they were men of too oppoCtc d^fcriptidbs. 
Many of them had fled from their own country, becsttfe thef 
could bear nothing but the old fyftem of French government 
a fyftem which no man in this country could wifh to fupport. 

^ The Solicitor General faid, that the reafonof making Ae- Mu- 
tiny Bill annual, appeared to be, becaufc it was thought tirifit 

to truft the Articles of War made, or that might be uiaiW.bVhis 
Majefty, for the government of troops within the kingdom,- 
longer than a year i but this did not apply to trooptf that wt:rc 
to be employed abroad 5 nor, in faft, had this ^U any analog 
to the Mutiny BilL . . . . ^ 

Mr. Sheridan faid, the Mutiny Bill for the King** froops irf 
India was annual. It was only for the Company^ troops that 
It was permanent. The volunteer corps, proposed to be raiCed 
for the internal defence of the country, were as much unde* 
the annual Mutiny BiU as the regular troops; and if it fhould 
be fuffered to expire, they might be a very refpcaablc body of 
geinlcmen m red coats, but they would be no longer foldiers. 

The Houfe divided on the amendment : 

Ayes — 29 

Noes ~ ,28 

Majority gj 
Mr. Sheridan propofed a claufe to limit the number of pCr- 
fons enliftcd under the Aft, which fhall, on any prctcnccrbe 
withm the kingdom at any one time, to cooo; which was 
adopted. . ^ - ,\ 

The report being gone through, the Bill was ordered to br 
r^d.a thud tune nest day, if cngroiied.' 

Mr. 
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Mr, Pom ffthi, lie had oppored the Bill In every Ibge : It did 
ttoc appear to be rendered lefB obje£Homble than #fiai firft In- 
troditeed, and although, after OeDtleneii had been fiitittied in 
fkeHall, and the ntght had been eonfiderablf eshattfted, he 
would not farther intrude on the Houfe wtdi fuch obfervitmia 
)a he had ftill to oAer ) he Oiould tcfain oppofe h on th« tbird 
leading, and take ifae fenfe of ^ Hoofe on the principle o^ 
the BUK 

The feTeral tefohitions were agreed to, and the Bid wa$ or* 
dered to be read a third time the next day. 

After difpofing of the other orders of the day^ the Houfc 
adjourned at eleven o'docki 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, April 17. 

The VoKmtter Corp« Bill was brought up ffom me Cora-* 
mOMy lead n fiift, fecond^ and third time^ and pafled. 

COMftlJSSION. 

The royal aflent wa« given, by comniiflSon, to the Volun- 
teer Coitps, the Exdiequer Loan, and twenty other public 
Bilb ; die Longborough InclofurC) and twenty-one other pri- 
vate Bills, 

The comoni&oners were, the Lord Chancellor^ ArchKJbpp of 
C^mierhfrju and Lard Havjke/bury. 

In a Committee, went through the Lottery, the Norfolk 
Hand JudiCtture, and the Baft India Loan Bill. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

5T8# St/hop of Rocheflcr moved, « That the Houfe proceed 
^ further on the African Slave Trade, on Thurfday, the ift 
« of May." 

Ordered. 

INSOLVENT BILL. 

Tbi Lord Chancellor brought in a Bill for the Relief of Per* 
fons confined for Debt in <he different Prifons. The 
principle of this BillyJiis Lordihip faid« was founded on that 
which bad pafled in the year 1781. That Bill extended only 
to deb)^ of 500U but this be meant to include thofe of loool. 
which he was mduced to propofe to their Lordftaps, in cenfe-^ 

Suenc^ of the unavoidable hardlliips and diftrefles many perfonf' 
ad fuddenly fuffered in confequence of the late failures ; and* 
one of his reafoos ibr not extendii^ it farther was» thati onl of 
near 600 perfone confined in the King's Btach^ thare^wM^ 

only 



A»«lt 17'] WOOD9AIV% PARLTAMtKTAKY ABPORTS. f^g 

onlf lbrty*four whofe debts wen more than 6^oL and tfaff 
debts of a great • many were under that amounn 'iPopre^ 
ircnt alfo what had been found a common pra£tice, namdf^ 
that of flying into prifon, and crowding the jails merely to 
take advanuge of thefe A£b) it was fpecialiy provided, that 
the AQ: fliouM not extend to any debtors under cdnfinementt 
but fuch as had been confined previous to the firft of January 

«794- . 

The Bill was read a firft time, and ordered to be printed* 
* Adjourned to Monday the 28th inftant; 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, jipril 17. 

DEBTORS. 

. Mr. Grey prefenteda petition from the debtors confined in 
Idorpeth G«ol» {rraying for relief. He availed himfcif of this 
opportunity of faying a few words relative to the piopofal he 
iiad made ui the lad feflipns on the fubjedk of perfons confined 
for debt. After the difappointment vt^hich that propofition en* 
countered, he jconfefled that he entertaiited fmall hopes of be# 
jng fuccefsful in any fubfcquent one he fhould make* Fortu^ 
jMtely, however, the fubjed had been taken up in the othef 
Houle, and the Judges had been ordered to prefent a report 
upon it. The report, he drufted, would foon appear, and he 
earneftly hoped the relief propofed to be extended to the un» 
fortunate perfons would not be merely temporary, but radical^ 
effcduaU and permanent. 

The Petition was then brought up^ read, and ordered to 
Jie on the tabk. 

IMIGRAin* CORPS BILL. 

The Bill for enabling his Majefty to take into Britifh pay« 
tind embody Frenchmen, for the purpofe of ferving on the 
C}ntinent during the prefent war, was read a tliird time. On 
-the queftion « That this Bill do pafs," 
"^ Mr. Harrijbn objcdicd, and faid, he could not fufler the Bill 
topafs, without declaring his difapprobation of it, both in ity 
principles, and the provifions it contained, whidi tended to veft 
in the Crown an undefined and Unlimited power, with refpeft 
to the forces to be employed, and the cxpenccs in whidi it 
might involve the country* The powers were fuch as might 
be ufed for the moft dangerous purpofes } and the expence 
might be fo great, that it was not becoming the Houfe, nor 
confident with its duty as the guardian of the public purfe, 
to give its aflent> wiwout knowing firft its limit and extent ) ^ 

Vol.. Ill, Rr to^ I 
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to both of which the Houfe was t ftranger*, the niunber oC 
men to be employed being unlimited^ the length of time fof 
which they were to be employed was alfo uiunown. It wrat 
not wife or prudent, Mr. Harrifon (aid, at a moment diat we 
feared an invafion from Firance» toemplor an indefinite nam- 
ber of French emigrants in our pay, as it was not impoffibie 
that thofe men, to make their peace with their countrymen, 
might be induced to betray us \ and though there was no leai* 
fon for doubting the honour of thofe men, vet it was unwife 
to hold out too great a temptation to them. Gentieasea 
feemed to think it neceflary to renrefent every thing whidi 
happened in France in the ftrongeft colours, in order to alarm 
the country with an apprehenCon that fuch principles and opi- 
nions as thofe perfons a^ted upon would be introduced inca 
this country -, for his part, he declared he was under no fodi 
apprehenfions, as he confidercd the country differing very 
widely in fituation and circumftances. Mucn mifreprefema^ 
tion of every kind had been ufed with refped to that country:, 
that the fortune^of the rich had been conhfcated' upon a prin« 
ciple of equalization; that was an affertion totally unfenndcd ; 
they had been confifcated in confequence of riie oppofition 
which thofe perfons made to their government Men feemed 
to be too much dazzled and deceived by rhapfodies, whicb^ 
like meteors, often involved them in error and imprudence. 
Mr. Harrifon faid, hexlid not oppofe the meafore either from 
a difpofition to cavil, or for the purpofe of embarraffing the 
proceedings of Government, but from a difapprobation of the 
war itfelf , and an objection to its principle, which he repro- 
bated as an independent man, and in that charader he faid he- 
Aould ever a£t. The virar, in his opinion, if carried on much 
longer, would drain the refources of the country, would con* 
fume its blood and treafure, too much of bodi which had been 
already wailed ; and this Bill, as tending to prolong the' war, 
and leading to an indefinite expence^ ihould have his ne^ 
gative. 

Mr, Fox faid, he was really forry, at that ftage of the b«&- 
nefs, CO trouble the Houfe, as their minds muft be to a conCder- 
able degree made up upon the fubje£^ ; but he abfolutely fek 
himfelf called upon to fay at leall a few words, becaufe the Bill 
appeared tohim m fome pointcof view, to be of the moft confider* 
able importance, andi if carried into cffed upon thofe principka 
upon which it had been maintained, likely to produce confb- 
quencesof the mod alarming tendency, and calamities die moil 
dreadful that ever war in modem times had produced, calami- 
ties fuclksis wars had never yet produced in Europe. In the 
earlier ftages of the B'dl, Mr. Fox fiiid, he was not very 
4 anxious 
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anxioas to deliver his ientiments upon it, becaufe he wilhed to 
\k filent as to hb obje£bions, until he had heard the reafpng 
which ihould be urged in favour of the Bill } and although the 
Hottfe i^as then in the laft ftage of it) the fame diftrefs and 
difficulty remained as to the principle upgn^ which it had been 
"iirought forward, as exifted at the commencement of this pro« 
ce^ding. It was truci feveral objections had been made to the 
BtUy fome amendments were piropofed, with different degrees 
of fuccefs, and fome anfwers had been given to the obje£Uons ^ 
but thefe applied chiefly to the proviiSons of the Bill i as to the 
principle of the Bill itfelf, very little indeed had been urged in 
its fupport, and nothing that had in the fmalleil degree changed 
the firll opinion he enfertained«on the fubjedl j on the contra- 
TV, many of thofe reafons which had been Urged in favour of 
tne Bill, and which had been approved by the majority of the 
Houfe, had excited in his mind very great alarm at the mea« 
fure altogether. Almoft all that had been faid by one fet of 
its-defenders amounted, Mr. Fox faid, to this, that thofe men 
who were to be inlifted under it, would feel that, from fuccefs, 
they might hope to be ref^ored to their honours, their fortunes, 
and their country ; from defeat, they muft expe£l to meet 
eit|)er poverty or death* Standing in this alternative, where 
fuccefspromifedfomuch, and defeat placed before their eyes 
the mod: dreadful calamities, they itiuft, it was fuppofed, en- 
gage with ardour in the caufe. Another fet of the defeftdera' 
of the Bill, and particular] y one Right Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Burke), faid, ^' That the Bill was an aufpicious begin- 
ning of a new fyflem } that the honours, rights^ and property 
of me emigrants muft be reftored to them before our own could 
be faid to be fecure ; that Great Britain,* with regard to it» 
property, and its rights, ihould feel an identity of mtereft witjfi 
thgi emigrants of France ; and that, except thoK propertied, and 
ihofe rights, were reftored to them, our own would be compa- 
ratively of little value." This, Mr. Fox faid, muft be admit- 
ted to be a pofition perfeftly novel, and would, in his opinion, 
in its nature and tendency, be dangerous to this country and 
te Europe, if adopted by Government, or fan£kioned by Par* 
iiament. 

He wiihed for a few moments to call the attention of the 
Houfe to the progrefs of the bufinefs. Though inimical to 
-the war in its commencement, and wifliing fincerely, as he 
Thought it for the intereft of the country, that it (liould be 
avoided if poflible, yet once iihrolvcd, .he held it right that it 
(hottld be fupported with vigour, and profecuted with energy 
and effed. To this end he promifed his fupport, thinking 
that it was to be fupported in the manner by which all^former 

R r a wars 
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wars have been fupported, by flccUi by armies^ ind by mc^ 
ney; and in the view in Which it was ftated tathe Houlk at 
its commencement, that was the fpecies of fupport that it was 
underftood Government looked for: For it was at that time 
diftinfUy ftated, that the objeA of the war was to repel a 
diftinA aggreifion of France againft Great Britain and her 
ally the United Provinces, which aggreflion was the infult 
offered to this country by certain decrees of the National Cbn^ 
rention^ and by their attempt to deprive Holland of the exola- 
five navigation of the Scheldt. That thofe were good grouada 
qf war could. not be denied, unlefs (atisla£bioQ mipithave 
been obtained by negotiation. They were certainly proper 
fubjefis to difcuis by negotiation } and^t was his opinion^ i£ 
thofe mean$ had been tried, the prefent war might have beea 
avoided: But fuch was not the opinion of the Executive 
Government ( it was not the opinion of the Houfe of Cpm* 
mons; and we therefore had recourfe to arms to procure fati£- 
fa&ion for the infult, fecurity from further aggrei&ons, and 
indemnity for our lofies. Mr. Fox faid he fincerely lamented 
that fuch was the opinion of the Executive Government, and 
of the Houfe of Commons ; becaufe he believed it to be the 
caufc of all the evils we had already fufiered, and of the many 
calamities in which we, and the reft of EuiDpC) were likely tobie 
involved. He wifhed that we had had recourfe firft to nego- 
tiation ( and if that had failed, to procure us all we had a juft 
right to demand, no doubt could have been entertained of the 
propriety of our entering into a war, and endeavouring to 
procure from France, by the fuccefs of our arms, that juftice 
Ihe denied and refufed to the wifdom of our councils. 

At the commencement of the war, the government of 
France made no part of the confideration of Parliament as 
connected with the queftion of peace, except as to how far 
fuch a government was capable of affording fecurity againft 
future infult and aggreffion. When that fecurity was difcjufled 
in that Houfe, and thofe, who were moft difpofed to decry 
every thing that belonged to tlie government of France, weps 
driven to an explanation of what they meant, and what they 
really intended to infift on, the opinion of the Houfe he un-» 
derftood to have been this, that it was.a matter of much diifi* 
culty to know precifely what kihd of fecurity could be obtained 
from the prefent government of France ^ but it was then ad« 
mitted that to obtain fome fecurity on that point was tiot alto* 
gether impoffible } and that if (ecurity could be had, there 
exifted no objedion to the form of government* nor (hould 
that be confidered as any obftacle to concluding a peace. 
There was no neceifiiy for him to argue that there exifted 4 

poffibi- 
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]K>flibUUy of obtaining fccurity from fucb a government^ bc- 
caufe, from the ilatement of the conditioni obvioufly the pof* 
Cbility was admitted. If thofe Gentlemen, who argued this 
conditionally, did not feci the poiTibility of obtain ing^fecurity, 
they certainly dealt in a very unfair and uncandid manner with 
the Houfe and with the country j for if they were of opinion 
that we could not obtain fecurity from the prefent government, 
ought they not, in an open, bold, and manly way, to^have 
then declared tlut it would be rmpoiFiblc to obtain peace while 
chat government had exiilencc ; and that, to obtain fo dcfrra* 
ble an obje£l, that government mult of ncceflity be deilroyed ^ 
That, however, was not the (late of the cafe laft yearj nor 
thing of that fore had been infifted upon ^ no fuch opinion was 
ventured to be advanced j and he was very much inclined to 
believe, that if the object for which we were about to engage 
in the war had been dated by the Executive Government to havo 
been the fubverfion of the government of France, that it w^uld 
not, either in that Houfe, or by the people of the country^ 
have been fupported : He complained, therefore, on the part 
of the pepple of England, and on the part of the Houfe of 
Commons, that we had been led into a war upon one pretence, 
and that the operations for carrying it on were directed to 
purpofes and obj^fts totally different from thofe held out to 
that Houfe, and to the country, by his Majefty's minifters* 
He would aik, if this mcafure was necefiary for carrying on 
the war on the principles avowed laft year, although it ,wa9 
not then eitlier a fit or necciTary one ? It would be a trifling 
anfwer to fay, ^' It might not have been neceJary then, but 
we • know it to be fo at prefent, and it is never too late Co 
mend." The manner in which they propofcd it, (hould have 
been fair, open, and fincere ; they (hould have told the Houfe 
the truth ; they iliouUl have confelTed their own laches laft 
year, and (liewn they were willing and de(irous, by new dili* 
gence, to make the beft atonement in their power to their 
COMUtry for their former jiegleft and inattention : They Oiould 
have faid with one voice, ** We now look upon the war as 
fucb, that this meafure (hould have been adopted originally, and 
that it is a necelTary one^ though we entertained a di^erent 
opinion at fird.*' They (hould declare to the Houfe what was 
in reality .tlusir fyftem and their obje£b ; in what particulars it 
had been altered from their original plan ; and then, whether 
fuch alteration be for the better, or the worfe, have left Par* 
liament tq judge. Certainly, Mr. Fox f^id, he thougjit 
the war on our part fo be both jujl and tieajfary^ if it was im- 
pofCble to obtain, in the firit in(tance, Litisfaftipn and fecu* 
ricy by negotiation j but he could never agree that we Ihould 
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continue the war for the purpofe of impofiifg a form of go* 
vemment on France. He certainly thoujpht, that even though 
the government of France be an unjuft or wicked govem- 
menti it was in dire£l contradidion of the firft principles of 
an independent ftate, and of the foveretgnty of nations, to 
interfere with its formation. If a people, in the formation of 
their government, have been ilUadvifed, if they have fallen 
into error, if they have ^Qxd iniquitoufly and unJuiUy towards 
each other, God is their only judge ; it is not the province of 
Other nations to chaftife their folly, or punifh their wickedneft, 
by chafing who ihall rule over aiid govern them, or in what 
manner and* form they (hall be governed* 

Thefe points, continued Mr. Fox, leemed to have been miiver* 
fally underftood and afTentcd to lad year; they were points agreed 
on by all the authors he had ever had an opportunity to con-*^ 
fult, who had treated of the law of nations, or the nature of 

J government. Now it feemed we had entirely changed our 
yftem, and were to employ the French emigrants in fupport 
of our new one. If the purport of this Bill had been (imply to 
enable his Majefly to enlift foreigners, he (hould have confi- 
dered it in a much more favourable light \ but to his under- 
ftanding and comprehenfion it appeared to be this, *^ that we 
pledge Die faith of this country to the emigrants for the full 
feftoration of all their rights, titles, privileges, and properties, 
which they have loft by the revolution -, and that we will over- 
turn the prefent exifttng government of France by force of 
arms." With rcfpe£l to thofe unfortunate men, the emigrants, 
there was no man had more compaffion for them, there was 
BO man who felt more fincerely for their misfortunes and their 
fituation, than he did. It was true he diflfered in fentiments 
and opinions with moft of them $ he difapproved of their con* 
dud in many inftances $ but if difference of opinion was a 
caufe of with*holdipg fympathy and compaffion, this would 
indeed be a difmal world to inhabit. Difierence of Gpinion 
was, in his mind, one great caufe of the'improtement ot man« 
kind, becaufe it led to inquiry and difcuffion. It was his 
opinion that in all points, civil and religious, toleration of ' 
opinion was wifdom ; upon that depended all the peace, he 
had almoft faid all the virtue, and confequently all the. happi- 
nefs, of the world. This humane do^irine Was the ^at lead- 
ing feature of the mild and beneficent fyflem of Chriftianity, 
and what has tended to render it fuch an ineftimable Uefling 
to mankind. He fhould, therefore, by no means fay any 
thing harfh of the emigrants, though differing from t^:^ in 
fentiments \ on the contrary, it appeared, from their coilfdu£fc» 
that they, were fincere in dieir profeifions. But becaufe he 
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fympathized with and compaffionated the fufierlngs and mif- 
fortunes of tbofe men, it was not neceflary that he muft be 
wtlling to pledge the faith of the country for the rcftoration of 
all they had lou by the revolmion, and for the total fubvtrfioa 
and deftru£^ion of the prefent ruling powers in France ; that 
was a condtt£l that, if adopted, would in his c^iuion, expofe 
this country to great and tremendous evils. 

The war, in itfelf, confidering the prefent condition of 
France, Mr. Fox profefled himfelf to confider as formidable to 
this country and to its. conftitution. Whatever might be the 
objeds to be attained by it in the minds of other men he could 
npt tell ; two only feemed moft defirable to be entertained : 
The firft, that its duration (hould be as ihort as poilible^ the 
fetond, that, in its profecution, it (hould be 33 little bloody 
and favage as the nature of the cafe would admit. The pre- 
fent Bill he priQcipally objeded to as militating againft thofe 
two wtflies of ,bis heart -, for it would certainly tend both to 
prolong the war, and render it more favage, bloody, and in-> 
human, than any war that had ever difgraced the annals of 
modern nations. 

If the objc£l of the wnr, as had been originally ftated, was 
to recover the exclufive 'navigation of the Scheldt for the 
United States, or to repel any infult offered us by the French,- 
or to obtain fatisfa£lion for prefent, and fecurity againft future 
aggreffion, he confefled that he ihould be fanguine in his hopea 
with refpeA to its termination : He might then think that 
thofe who confidered the laft as a fortunate campaign, had not , 
viewed the matter fo unfairly ; becaufc, if fuch were the ob* 
jeds of the war, the confideration of the places we have taken 
might induce the French to think of peace. If we took Pon* 
dicherry, that might bring us a ftep nearer peaces becaufe 
prudence might induce them to the meafure, in order to fave the 
remainder of their Indian pofiefRons. The capture of St. Do«- 
mingo, or Martinico, would be another ftep nearer the attain* 
ment of that defirable obje£l ; becaufe a regard for the prefer* 
vation of their other dominions in the Weft might incline them 
to conclude a peace. In that point of view it was eafy to 
conceive how a nation of Europe might be conquered in the 
£aft or Weft Indies: SucceflTes of this kind, in ail former 
wars, have been fo many ftcps towards the conclu£on of peace. 
Upon fuch grounds as thefe was founded the peace of Utrecht 
concluded by Louis XIV. the peace of Fontainbleau with hoxuf 
XV. and tlie peace of Paris in lyS'j by Great Britain. But 
was ^t the cafe iit the prefent war ? No fuch thing ; becaufe 
the object of tlie prefect and former wars was efTentiaily difFef^ 
tnt. If the principle of the prefcnt Bill was carried into cC- 
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foft, we mtift neceflarilf dcftroy thc'prcfent estifting govciti* 
menr^ or what you pl«afe to call it, of France. It would avail 
us nothing if our obje£l be the deftruflion of the French go- 
vernment, to take the whole of their £aft and Weft India do* 
ininkms; it would avail ^s nothing that Briflbt> or Danton, or 
Robefpierre, were put to death 5 for what would the French 
fay i *^ True, we have had a)) thefe loflTea^ but we are not 
fighting for dominion or territory, or for particular men : We 
are fighting for our exiftence, and for the exiftence of our 
government.** Succefles of this kindy therefore, have no 
^(kfk whatever towards accelerating the conclufiort of a peace; 
It is true, it might be faid, that the more we take of their 
pofleffions, the more we (hall reduce their ftrength, and there^ 
fore the more we (hall incline them to wifli for peace. Tliis 
mode of arguing was certainly right when one thing was held * 
^equivalent to another, and when the great objedt was the loft 
\or gain of poflefiion or domir.ioni Thefe arguments had force 
or application only to a cafe where we chanced to be at war 
with a government that it was not our objeA to deftroy, but 
they could havfe no bearing whatever on the cafe of a war with 
a government, the de(lru6tion of ^'hich is made a neceflary 
preliminary of peace. To fuch a government, therefore, the 
jofs of an ifland, or of iflands, could afford no argument for 
makiRg peace, becaufe the pcrfons exercifing the powers of 
government knew that our object and endeavours aimed at 
their entire dcftru^ion. 

It might be faid, that, by degrees, we might fo weaken 
them, that they would confent to any form of* government 
rather than continue the war; for, by diminifliing their 
power, wc (hall lower their pride. He would a(k, was there 
any man in that Houfe, or any man in the country, that had 
ever confidered the fubje£t, who thought that, in the prefent 
iituation of France^ fudx an effed could follow from fuch a 
raufe? Could we conceive that thofe men, with fuch a fpirit, 
whether from terror of their rulers, depravity of their'heartS) 
from enthuGafm, or from whatever caufe fuch a fpirit and dif- 
pofition might have originated ; could we conceive that theft 
men would be found, in any confidcrable number, to -change 
the fentiments, they had almod to a man adopted, of forming 
-a government for themfelvcs, and tamely and fubmiflively bear 
the yoke of a foreign power, and take any government that 
lliouid be dictated to them, and all this becajife tve might htive 
proved fuccefsful in the Eaft or Weft Indies ? If any perfon 
could hold fuch an opinion, Mr. Fox faid, his mind nanftlie 
itrangely condituted indeed! It might, however, be faid, 
that our fuccefTes would tead to make the people difcMtented 
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>vith their prefent rulers, and dlminifli their attachment to their 
government j was ftich an efFeft 10 be expeded, or at all likeif* 
to be produced ? Was there a man, woman, or eren a child, 
in France, who, having borne all that they had borne within 
the laft five years, who, having vntnefled the horrors and 
blood with which their country has been deluged, to whom- 
each day had been a day of life and death, yet had neverthcle'fs- 
adhered to their government and their rulers, would now 
defert them merely for the lofs of an ifland in the Eaft or Weft 
indies ? We all knew that when the mind was irritated and^ 
goaded, when it was bufied in viewing daily objefts of terror' ' 
at home, it was not likely to be much affeded' by remote con-^ 
fequences : They were either not taken into its confidcration at 
ail, or, if confidered, compared with nearer evils, they were 
looked on as nothing. If our caufe be, therefore, againft thd 
government, and not againft the pofleflions of France, there 
was no man of fenfe who would not admit that thofe difierent 
advantages which he had enumerated, had not the fmalleft 
tendency to promote or reftore peace ; and there could be n& 
advantage which we could poflibly gain, that could contribute 
to this end, unlefs we (hould be able to take Paris, or fomc 
other material part of France, which would be found un un- 
dertaking of infiriite difficulty and dreadful danger. 

It was not his intention, Mr. Fox faid, to inquire into the 
eondufi of the war. He had ftated thefe points merely for 
the purpofe of manifefting out the difference between the two 
kinds of war to which he. had alluded, as to the circumftanceft 
whidi tend to the acceleration of peace 5 and certainly, in that 
point of view, the difference was great indeed^ Viewing, 
therefore, the prefent Bill on fuch a principle, and cdnfidcring 
it, what the common fenfe of mankind muft admit it to be, a 
virtual engagement on the part of this country to reftore the 
ancient government of France, and to replace thofe emigrantsr 
in the fituation they formerly enjoyed, furrounded by all that 
pomp and dignity we heard fo elegantly depifted, peace ap- 
peared to him an objeft infinitely diftant. It was impofliblc 
to fay what turn the affairs of France might take 5 nothing 
could be more improper, or even ridiculous, than any attempt 
to"predi£t what might occur 5 but looking oit the circum- 
ftances of that country as they were at preient, he felt himfclf 
bound to fay, that the conqueft of the French fecmed to him ^ 
talk fo dangerous and difficult, that he fhould be unwilline to 
advife it to be undertaken. It had been faid on a former night 
by an Hofnourable Gentleman {Mr. Jenkinfon), and it was 
wifely and truly faid, that the bed mode of conquering France 
was to take Paris, and that the only means by which this 
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could be effcSttdf would be by firft caking the ftrong towns 
on the northern frontier, which might ferve as a prote£lion 
for our troops^ and enable us to maich forward with fecuricy: 
That, Mr. Fox faid, he alfo conceived to be wife and juft rc»- 
foning, and the only way in which Parts could be taken ; but 
the very mode propofed for attaining this objedi, convinced 
him at once of the difEcultyy and almoft impofIibiHty» of car* 
Tying it into effe£l. When we looked on Uie iron frontier of 
France, and faw what mud be pafled before we could have 
any fair profpefl of marching to Paris, we mud be convinced 
that the talk was of an Herculean kind -, required an Herculean 
bbour, length of time, and an uninterrupted feries of fuccefs 
to accomplifii i and we (hould alfo take into confideration the 
nature of the caufe, and the temper and difpofition of the peo- 
ple with whom wiC have to contend. 

It had been mentioned more than once, Mr. Fox obferved, 
and he prefumed by way of reproach to him, that he gbricd in 
the vi<^orv of Jemappe: He had heard it often as it had been 
mentioned without pain or emotion ; for he had not faid any 
thing upon that fubjedl which he had yet found caufe to re- 
pent ; nor did he retra£l a finglc fyilable of what he had ever 
faid on that occafion. It had been afked in way of deriiiony 
was it any thing extraordinary for 60,000 men to vanquish 
20,000, or wherein confided the glory of the adion ? He did 
not mean to fay that it was a thing extraordinary or furprifingi 
but let them not therefore hold the valour or military charafter 
of the French too cheap, even in their prefent fituation : It 
was not his deGgn to detra£l from the valour of the Auftriang 
pr Pruifians, much lefs did he wifli to detrafb from the well- 
known bravery and military (kill of his countrymen *, at the 
fame, time, if it were wife and neceflary to look our danger in 
the face, let us not think of defpifing our enemy ; from this 
error many fatal confequences had often arilen. He ihbuld 
refer the Houfc for the military chara£ter of the French, to 
the manifefto of the King of Prufiia: When afligning his mo- 
tives for withdrawing himfelf from the war, he Ipoke of them 
as a people of uncommon bravery, and approved tadlics. 
This was tlic opinion of experience j and not merely the 
opinion of tlic.King himfelf, but that of all his generals 
and officers ; men, if he might ufc the term, the moft learned 
in military ailiiirs, and founded on dreadful experience of their 
prowcfs. 

— ^Expcrto credite, quantwn 
Tnclvpcum alTurgat, quo tut bine torqueat haftam. 

Virgil. Encid. B. IL 
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In the dcfcription which this declaration gives, there was no- 
t'liiig u^>c.ii which any reafonable hope can be founded^ that 
the iVciich Wire a people cafy to be conquered : To whichio 
rnuft add, that the experience of hiftory had taught him to 
exj)rc> t]>at fuch a people, fighting under fuch circumftances^ 
mufl be very formidable to the moft powerful enemy that could 
be oppjled to them j and if we were to conjecture the future 
,froii. the confideration of the paft, fuch an event, as the com*' 
plotc conqueft of the French in war, could not be reafonably 
CApe(!l:ed. If, therefore, this was likely to be a purfuit fo 
hopclefs, he ihould with to afk, whether it was prudent, or 
coiiiiiient with the dignity and honour of this country (for tkc 
honour of a nation, like the honour of an individual, was the 
moll valuable and facred of its pofleffions) to employ thofc 
UTifortunate people in fuch a vifionary fcheme ? It was not 
right to pledge our honour for the performance of what all 
the world knew to be extremely difficult to perform, and what^ , 
perhaps, nianjr experienced people confjdered as altogether im- 
poflible to effe6l. 

Hiving thus endeavoured to (hew that the profpe£t of peace 
would by this meafure be placed at an infinite diftance, and 
that it was highly improper to pledge ourfelves for the per- 
formance of what ail the world muft perceive to be very 
doubtful, if not defperate, namely, to overturn the prefent 
cxifting Government of France,'*and to reftore to thefe emi- 
grants all the rights, honours, and privileges they formerly 
enjoyed, he was led to confider the cffeft that/ this war, by its 
continuance, would have on the hearts and the general mora- 
lity of Europe. He did not mean to boaft the poifeffion of 
more humanity as peculiar to himfelf, more than to any other 
perfonj but he begged leave, at the fame ^ime, to fay, that 
he hoped he did not polTefs lefs than any other man, who had 
not more acute feelings, or a better underftanding: He was, 
therefore, convinced, there was not one man in this country, 
however he might differ from him in opinion as tp the jufticc, 
or the origin, or the neceflity of the war, who felt more real 
anguifli for the deplorable and calamitous (late of Europe at 
this moment than he did. 

It had been faid, and truly, that one of the moft evil confe** 
qviences of the war was, tliat it tended to render the hearts of 
mankind callous to the feelings and fentiments of humanity. 
When we daily heard of the maffacres of fuch numbers of in- 
dividuals, that memory could not even recoUedl their names ! 
when we contemplated the flaughters at Lyons, at Marfeilles^ 
at Bourdeaux, at Toulon ! he much feared that the cfFeft 
would be injurious to the morals of all Europe : The misfor- 
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tunes experLenced by. multitudes of individuala at thefe and 
other places, had been fo great, that the mind was bewildered 
and amazed in the magnitude and complication of the mifery. 
He was clearly of opinion, that the human mind might be 
made fo familiar with mifery, and fcenes of horror, as at laft 
to difrcgard them, or at leaft to view them with indifference. 
It was difficult to prefcrve always the acutenefs of the feelings j 
and it was in his mind no fmall misfortune to live at a period 
when fcenes of horror and blood were frequent. By the con- 
llant repetition of fuch fcenes, our feelings were oy degrees 
blunted i and in time we became indifferent to.what at firft 
would intercft them with the mod amiable fympathy and dif- 
trcfs. Humanity on this account had been, by the Stoics^ 
deemed a weaknefs in our nature, and in their opinions im-. 
peded the progrcfs of the judgment, and confcquently the im-» 
provement of morals ; but his fentiments fo widely diffisred 
from theirs, that he thought humanity not only not a weak- 
ftefs, but the ftrongeft and fafeft friend to virtue. No man 
could lament, therefore, more than he did, the mifchief done 
to mankind by making the heart too familiar with mifery, and 
rendering it at laft indifferent ; becaufc, on the heart, and on 
the feelings, chiefly depended our love of virtue 5 and he was 
convinced they did more fervice to the caufe of virtue, than 
the wifeft precepts of the wifeft men. Humanity was one of 
the moft beautiful parts of the divine fyftcna of Chriftianity, 
which taught us not only to do good to mankind, but to love 
each other as brethren ; and this all depended on the fenfibt- 
lity of our hearts, the greateft blcfling beftowed by Providence 
on man, and without whidi, with tne moft refined and po^ 
lifhed underftanding, he would be no better than a favage« 
The feelings of all Europe have already fuffcrcd by the re- 
peated horrors of France •, but, with regard to their caufe, the 
French appeared to have, in a great mcafure, been driven to 
tliefe violent fcenes of bloodflied and horror. It was with a 
nation as with an individual ; - for if an individual be placed in 
a fituation in which he felt himfcif abandoned by the whole 
world, and found that no one was his friend, no one intercfted 
in his happinefs or welfare, but all mankind, as it were, by 
general confent, his enemies, he muft become a mifanthropc 
Vid a favage, unlcfs he poifeiTed a mind more heroic and ex^ 
alted than we had any right to expeft. Such was the fituation 
ih which France had been placed; almoft all Europe had 
united againft this fingle people ^ not for the purpofe of regain- 
ing any territory upon the Rhine, or reftraining the flrides of 
an ambitious Monarch towards . univerfal empire, as had been 
the cafe of the combination againft Louis XIV. not for the 
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purpofe of repelling an aggrcffion, or to obtain rcparition for 
an injury, or fatisfa£tion for an infult, or indemnification for 
loflea, and fecurity for future peace, but for the open anfl 
avowed purpofe of defliroying a people, or compelling them tf> 
accept a form of govemmenc to be impofed on them by force 
of arms ; and that, too, the form which, from every conjec*> 
ture they could poflibly make, they mod deteiled and abhorred 
^— their ancient monarchy. Could it be wondered at that the 
French, under fuch circumftances, were favage and ferocious? 
He did not fay that it was the intention of the Combine4 
Powers to compel them to return to their ancient form of go* 
vernment $ it was enough that they were under the apprehen* 
(Ion of it, and that almoil the whole of Europe were lestgaed 
in arms againft them ; and no man could deny, but, as a peo* 
pie, they had an equitable and moral right to refift fuch an 
atteinnt, and to refufc their fubmiiSon to fuch dilation, 

A Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) had drawn a 
pleafing pi£ture of the happinefs of the people of France under 
rheir monarchy, and beftowed what he cqnfidered an unme- 
rited eulogium on that form of government, where the French 
peafant was defcrlbed to have fat in happinefs and fecurity 
under his vine or his olive. He, for his part, Mr. Fox ftid» 
had certainly no pretenfions to any thing like profound plulo* 
fophical obfervation on men or manners, but he had been in 
France where this mild and temperate monarchy was, and had 
feen fome of their peafants, who were fo far from having any , 
thing like fecurity for the pofleffion of any property they might 
have, that it was altogether at the difpofal of the higher 
orders ; and their fituation in general was, to all appearance, 
fo replete with mifcry, fo abjed, and fo wretched, that they 
could not be objefls of envy to the fubjefls of thp moft abfo« 
lute defpots upon earth, *' I know, continued Mr. Fox, 
•* that France has been called * a mitigated abfolute monarchy:* 
This I deny, from experience, and contend, that it was mofh 
fierce and barbarous. I do not mean to compare the fituation 
of the people of France, under their monarchy, with the fitu- 
ation of the people of this country, or with the fituation of the 
inhabitants of Holland, or the United States, or the happjr 
Cantons of Switzerland 5 I would compare them with the 
inhabitants of Germany and Italy, and the other defpotic go^ 
•yernments of Europe, and contend, that their fituation was 
by far the moft diftrefled and wretched of any of them. See-^ 
ing this to have been their fituation, and apprehending the 
objcft of the Combined t'owers to be to replace them in that 
Ijondage, it is not furprifing that they are become furious.'* 
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In a form^ debate on this Bill, he had heard it afked, Whe- 
ther, if any of the emigrants employed by this country fhould 
be taken, and put to death, were we to retaliate ? He had 
heard alfo, in reply, a folitiry, but dreadful, 27/ ; and fureJy 
the wit that had been ufed on this reply was as ill-timed as it 
was inapplicable. Dreadful were the con fequences that muft 
follow the adoption of a fyftem of retaliation ; dreadful the 
Situation in which theffc unhappy men would be placed, who 
muft, if taken, be confidered as rebels, and put to death ; as 
to thcfc unfortunate men, the war will be a civil war to all in- 
tents and purpofcs ; and every man knows that civil wars have 
never been diltinguiflied by humanity. A great military au- 
thority (I^ord Mulgrave) has aflerted, that thefe evils, fo much 
apprehended, were not likely to be produced, which appeared 
from fome circumftances that fell under his own immediate 
knowledge. He (Mr. Fox) rejoiced at this information ; but, 
nererthclefs, he believed that thofe gallant men who fought 
under the Prince of Concle, and were unfortunately taken pri- 
foners, had been to a man put to death. The fame Noble 
Lord (Mulgrave) bad aiked whether we (hould fufFer ourfelves 
• to be bullied by thcFreoch out of the means which were in our 
power; certainly not; but let us be certain, in the firft place, 
that thefe means reft upon fair grounds, and were fuch as we 
have a juft right to ufe. The opinion which he was about to 
ftate, was like many other of his opinions, perhaps, fingular; 
it was this, that war ought to be carried on as mercifully as 
poflible, without any regard to perfons. He'certainly could 
not find this opinion either in books, or in the practice of 
Europe ; and hiftorv taught all who perufed it, that the treat- 
ment of prifoners ni civil wars was never remarkable f<5r hu- 
manity. Let us look to our own hiftory, and to what were 
called good times. We have had, during the prefent century, 
in this country, two rebellions, in the years 1715 and 1745; 
did we then reverence this merciful maxim ? Did wc confider 
that the treafon of every man was done away by his holding a 
eommiflion from a foreign power, when taken in the field of 
battle ? No i Mr. Radcliffe offered this plea ; but it did not 
•vail him ; he was executed. 

** If the French were to land in this kingdom, and there 
ehanced to be any body of people fo abandoned to all fenfe of 
iluty, fo loft to the love of their country, fo dead to their own 
intercft and happintfs, as to join them, would you pardon any 
of them who ihould produce a comipiffion from the Conven- 
tion? You would not. If, therefore, any of thefe perfons^ 
are taken in the field of hatile, in s^rms againft their country, 
is it to b^ fuppofed that the Convention will rcfpeft the com^ 
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miiBoissr grantsd by the Hang of Great Britain^ or that thoCb 
commiffionS' will afford them prote£^ion) <ot fecure them from 
punifhment ? In the prefent queftion, if you determttie hot to- 
retaliate, ill: what a difgracef ul ami calamitous fituation do yott 
place thofe whom you employ! And if you retaliate, good 
God! itt what horrors will Europe be involved !" In whatever 
yoint of ¥icw ha confideped tlie meafure, it appeared highly 
objedionable ; it would tend, if adopted, to render the war 
more bloody, and of longer duration. 

**• Let us take a view," continued Mr, Fox, *' of ancient 
hiiloty, and fee how wars have been condu£lcd, and compare 
them with the prefent ; we (hall then fee the reafon why the 
prefent war is more bloody, and more cruel, than any of thofet 
wars recorded in modern hiflory. In mcdern wars, the con- 
teft has been, genevally fpeaking« concerning the poiTefilon of 
territory ; at leall the lofs of territory, for the moft; part, has 
determined it; each acknowledging the independence of the 
other as a nation ; and therefore the parties, likotvro indivi- 
duals at law, did not feek to deftroy each other after their dif-* 
ference was determined. In ancient wars, the conteft was 
between powers feeking the defl:ru£l;ion and extermination of 
each other as a nation. It is not my wifli to take from the 
xnilde£Fe£lsof the Chriftian religion, which alfo has tended 
to foften the manners of men, but the merciful manner iu 
which modem wars have been carried on, in comparifon of 
. the ancient, has refuked chiefly from, this great difi^erence be« 
tween theif objeQs. Delenda eft Carthago^ faid the Roman 
Senate, of Carthage. Athens conceived it was for her intereft 
to deftroy the government of Sparta, and vice ver/a : The Ma- 
cedontans were convinced of the neceflity of extirpating the 
Greeks. To thefe wars of the ancients, the civil wars, of mo- 
dern times alone aftprd a parallel, becaufe their obje£ls are 
alfo to effeA the dcftruclton of governments ; and for this 
reafon, they are lels merciful and mild tlian wars waged be- 
tween independent fovereigns. The prefent conteit with 
France may be juftly termed a civil war, in the force, the 
acrimony, and favagenefs with which it is carried on, in which 
all Europe is involved." 

. The combined powers had declared that the government of 
France mufl: be' deftroyed, and that declaration has rendered 
the French defperate and cruel. That was a fyftem at which 
hutfianity fliuddered \ that was a fyftem prombted by the pre- 
fent Bill ; a fyftem openly avowed and maintained by thofe who 
fupport the principles ot this nieafure. This fyftem has al- 
ifeady had its effects in this country ; it had rendered the peo: 
pie callous \ fome through fear, a powey which deprives a man 
1- . . • •f 
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of ration^ty^ pthcrs by indiffereiice^ which pscYeais a. maik 
from everting his iatcl]e£ts9 and benumbs hi& fieelingg, Ta 
what but thifl couU be imputed the general exceffive feverity 
of the fentences lately paiTed upon bdlviduals % for having 
dbne nothing more than an honeft man« adiing perhaps under 
the infiucjice of a mifguided judgm(enft> might conceive ic to: 
be his duty to do; in doing nothing more than purfuinga little- 
too clofely the former condu£t of his prefentprofeoutor? To 
what but this could be Imputed the general difipcllaaiiion o£\ 
the Houfe, and laftly, its abfolute lefufal, to interfere with 
thefe fentences? If any man, tfared yeax6 ago, had committed 
fuch an oficnce, and had received fuch a fentence, the Houfe 
would have fired with indignation, and interfered to prevent 
, its execution. That punifliments fo enormous fliould be iiv» 
fli£ledon g^tlemen of a liberal education, and irreproachable 
maanerS). probably poflefTed of good hearts^ and whofe only 
crime fo nearly refembled the virtues of oth^r men, wiio even 
arrogated to themfelves feme merit on that head; that fuck 
Aien^for a bare mifdemeanour, ihould receive a fentence worfe' 
than death ; a fentence that has the certainty of death, without 
its immediate releafe from mifery, a lingering, peevi{h.inili&ioa 
of a punifliment, which, in cruelty, exceeds immediate death y 
and all this for a condu£b not long fince deemed meritorious ^ 
this was owing to the horrid examples of France>. and arofe 
from inordinate fear, and miferable apprebenfion. Was he 
not, then, entitled to fav, that the prefent war was dangerous . 
to the conftttution of tais country, fince it tended fo. dire£ilr 
to extinguifli, in that Houfe, and in the people, the fpirit which, 
had hitherto guarded the conftltution from the daily attacks ol 
the executive power P Imprefled fo forcibly with theie fen^ 
timents, he felt himfelf unable to withhold his opinion \ not 
from any expcdation of making any very deep imprefiion oci 
the majority of that Houfe ; that, he was ^well convinoed» 
would be a hopelefs expc£^ation ; but becaufe he conceived it 
his duty fo to do, that the Public might be allied upon to cxtxf 
their judgment. 

There were two points more to be confidered, Mr. Fox ob« 
fcrved, before he could take leave of the fubjeA ; Firft, tha 
probable eficft this fyftem would have on the Ffench character } 
and the other, the immenfc expencc the meafure might io^ 
troduce in the public expenditure of this country^ With re>^ 
gard to the firft point, it was to be obferved, that th« Vttfek 

* The pcrfons tried before the Goiirt of Jiifticiary in Scptltqd, coa* 
vi6lc-c1, and, in confcquence of fentenve of traoiporutioo, lent to Bounj^ 
Biy fuK fourteen veam. '^ 
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charader was a ixiarltfed one; and nothing was more promi- 
nent in it than, an attadlment to their eountry, which might be 
calkd patriotifm, or ilttionaiity, but which confifted in the de- 
fire of having France appear magnanimous and great in the 
eyes of the world. Perhaps in this they had never been 
equahed, except by the ancient Romans* This otight to make 
them caatious as to what might be the refuit of employing 
any very confidcrable number of thofe men. Let them con-i 
fider, that fltould we even fucceed in placirtg Louis XVII; on 
t{w Throne, and a qneftion of indemnity arifes, perhaps thefe 
▼ery French troops we had employed might take part againft 
us ; they might poffibly have alfo other interefts in betraying 
US. He did not mean to fay they would do it, but tt the lame 
time it would not be altogether difcreet to hold out to them too 
great a temptation. Suppofe however, that we fhould fail in 
our attempts, and (hould be forced to return to the firil obje£k 
of the war, what would be then the confequence ? We ihould 
become the fad fpe'£kator$ of the ruin we had roufed ; we 
fhould hear thefe emigrants reproach us in this manner : '^ fFe 
depended an jour promifesy atid you have deceived us ; we have relied 
en you with confidence^ and you have thuf prevented us from uftng 
any endeavour to reconcile ourfelves to our country!^ We fhould 
then be forced either to caft them out to the wide world in 
ihifery and diftrefs, or to burden the people of this country for 
their maintenance } a burden tliat would be mofe heavy, and 
lefs juil, than that in confequence of the prote£lion afforded 
the loyalifl^ in the American war. With regard to the tx^ 
peticej it was impoffible to fay to what extent it might go ; 
and as our refources, like all human things, had their limits^ 
we could not be quite fure the people would be able to bear 
the burden ; nor could we be fure, fuppoiing them able^ that 
they would be long willing to do fo^ When fo defirable an 
end would be aceompliflied God only knew) but he contend- 
ed that we fhould endeavour to accelerate the period of peaces 
and to make the war as little favage and i'erocious as pofTible* 
ThisBill^as inimical to thefe two very defirable obje£ts^ which 
were fo much the wifh of his heart, fhould have hts decided 
negative. 

Mr, Secretary Dundds roft and faid,-that like the Right Hon^ 
Centleman (Mr, Fox) hot before having had an opportunity of 
fpeaktilg to the queftion, he was happy that the Right Ho^ 
iiourable Gentleman^s oppofttion, even at that ftage,* had fur« 
nifbed hiip with an occaiion of recording his fentiments upon 
it. In doing this, he promifcd the Houfe, that he ihould not 
detain it by entering much at length into the arguments of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman ^ for the meahire they wer^ 
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levelled at was grounded on fuch plain and obTious confli^ 
ttttional principles) as could not fail to imprefs the ftcongeft 
€onvi£lion on every one «^ confidered it with attention. As 
this confideration, therefore^ was an objed of the gieateft im- 
portance, he bceged that the Houfe would, as a pncliminary 
ftep, take into their recolIe£lion the ftate of the war, and the 
ftate of the enemy : And (irft, it muft be allowed, that Great 
Britain had been very tardy suid cautious in engaging in it.. 
The Britifh Government had, indeed, and fo he believed had 
all other governments, feen with trembling anxiety the French 
revolution in its iirft progrefs. In that ftate it was a fubjeA of 
cautious obfervation, but not of pofitive alarm ; but foon it 
afiumed a fliape fo formidable, as created an alarm in the minds 
0f all mem It aflumed the ihape of a confpiracy of all the 
lower claiTes (who, deftitute equally of principle and of pro« 
perty, had much to gain, and nothing to lofe, by a general 
eonvulfion) sigainft all property, principle, and focial order ; a 
confpiracy extending itfelf over a large tra£l of country in the 
very heart of Europe, and menacing in profpe£l a progreffive 
extenfion to other countries. Still, however, hb l^jefty's 
minift^rs had been ilow to go to war ; the rapidly increafing 
profperityof the country, the flourifbing ftate of her revenues^ 
and unbounded and daily increafing extent of her commerce 
and manufaf^ures, had induced them to paufe ; they heCtated 
with that caution which an objeflof fuch magnitude required. 
But at length all hefitation viras put an end to, by the French 
declaring war againft us$ not in the common forms, or withr 
die ufual circumftances that attend declarations of war, but 
with fymptoms of the moft alarming nature that madnefs and 
malignity could devife, branching from a newly-created con-* 
fiitutisfir avowedly averfe to every government, of what nature 
dr kind foever, and built upon deiolation and anarchy. Thu$ it 
had appeared af the time of the declaration of war ; fince which 
he was furprifed to find that any man, prefuming to anything 
in the {haps of reputation £sr candour or common fenfe, 
could have a fecond opinion on the fubje^, however he 
jliight have thought of it previous to that period. At firft, he 
owned, that things in France bore fuch an afpeft as* left great 
fcope for theexercife of opinion : But it was referved for one 
great and illumined mind (Mr. Burke) alone, to have forefeeti 
from the outfet the neceflaryconfequencesof thevevolutioiu He 
hadeveii thcR) in his ftrid^ureson that fubje^i, conceived, and» 
at the time when the tide of human opinion ran dire£Uy 
againft him, pointed out, with a difcettiment amounting nearly 
to prefcience, the calamitous cataftrophe likely to refult from 
the revolution in France. Thofe ftri£lttres were then faid ta 
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be the phantoms of an over-heated imagination ; but timcy 
^hich rarely failed to do juftice, hqid proved that all his pre« 
didlions, fo far as they went, were verified to the laft letter; 
and that the prophecy had fadlen far (hort of the hSts which 
had fince taicen place, no one, he prefumed, would be hardy 
enough to deny. That monftrous fydem broke forth like ft 
torrent in outrage againitali the kingdoms of Europe, againft 
all governments, againft all property, againft our allies, and* 
as it was openly avowed, threatened, when opportunity offered, 
to be direAed againft this country alfo. This was precifeiy 
the (ituation of affairs at the time of the declaration of wat 
by France. The firft ftep after this, was the baniihment frond 
that kingdom of all.perfonsrefpe£fcab)e for rank, for fort une^ 
for virtue, or for attachment to religion. Thofc men, thus 
banifhed, foKcited prote^ion from this country, fought aii 
afylum in the beneficence and charity of the Britifli tiation^ 
und found it. 

To thofe Gentlemen who would contend that the war was 
. tiot a juft and neceflary war, he would fay nothing in additiom 
to the conclufive and unanfweraWe arguments which had beett 
fo frequently ufed in that Houfe, but content himfelf with 
barely ftating, that thofe Gentlemen were inconfiftent with 
themfelves, and, however they afted, at Icaft profefled and pro- 
Inifed to a£t in dire£l cohtradi£tion of that affertion \ becaufe> 
although they pronounced the war unjuft and unneceflary^ 
they pledged themfelves to fupport it; and though they pledg«* 
ed themfelves to fupport it, they had never failed, in any one 
inftance, to oppofe every meafure adopted by the executive go* 
yernment for its maintenance. 

With regard to the prefent meafure, which was fo violently 
©ppbfed by the Right Honourable Gentleman's Friend, and 
fo folemnly deprecated by himfelf, it was brought in aid and 
fupport of this war, which the general fuffrage of the people^ 
and the almbft unanimous concurrence of the Houfe, had 
already faniElioned. He left it to the wifdom and diftcm- 
ttient of the Houfe to decide, whether it was a mcafuri 
which had a tendency to facilitate the accompliihment of th« 
objed of the war or not, and by that decifion he would in}^ 
^ticitfy abide. 

What was at prefent the fituation of power in Prance ? it 
was carried on by a fadion, aided by a great body of the 
toweft order, and moft profligate of the populaces from a 
reference to all their a£):ions, and to all their refources, it 
would appear that f hat power was held by the moft precarious 
of all poflible tenures; he would put it to the Houie, and t0 
^ Gentlemen pn the odier fide, whether ftbey were warranteJ 
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in faying, that tlie great body of the people of France were 
atjcachcd to the prcfcnt conflitution ? whether they, like their 
tyrant rulers> were inimical to the general interefts of manr 
kind, or fyftematjcally hoilile to this country ? or whether 
they were unanimous in their fjsntiments on the fubje£l of ge- 
neral policy ? He would venture to fayi they v^trt not; and, 
as a prpof to the contrary, he appealed to the immenfe emir 
gration from that unhappy country » to the unbounded butr 
jcheries, m.afTacres, and flaughters, under whic)^ millions had 
fallei) i and to the total extinction of (hat fecurity of perfon 
and property, which alone can bind rational men to any go* 
vernmenc, or engage the attachment or affiance of a comr 
muni^y. In ibort, for his part, he yras convinced that the 
larger body of J he .French people wanted nothing but real 
protection and fupport, to induce them to come for^^ard, and 
raife thejr wholf fprpe againft the Conventio;i«> The natural 
confequence of the innumerable maiTucres of thofc favages 
i^pon each ptheri muft be animofities,- diftruftf rancour, and 
jealoufy ; and it was not fmall bo^lies of men^ but by far the 
larger part of the people, tlikt muft neceflarily be difcontent* 
led, and hoftile to. fnch unparalleled tyranny, however tbej 
might conceal their feelings under the impulfe of terror, lip 
then, fuch a government, or rather fuch an ufurpation, were 
incompatible with the exiftence of other governments, and 
with the nppes of lading fecurity, it muft be allowed that the 
legitimate and neceiTary obje£t of the war was the extindion 
of that « government}. and what nie^fures, he a&ed, were fo 
likely, to effcflt that ejfid, as making ufc of thofc means which 
were moft clofely connefied wi^h that obje£t ? None. What 
were tiK>fe means ? Great bodies of unfortunate perfons, of 
different ranks, were driveii from their country, ftript of their 
pr/^perty, and reduped to the laft es^tremitv, Thofe men, when 
coJle£ted into a body, would ere£b the itandard of exiled ret 
ligion, oppreiTed virtue, and expatriated loyalty ; and to this 
l&nd they. called upon the BritiQi nation to giyc tnem arms. T«4 
(uch perfqns, whp might be faid to have identically the fame 
intereft as we have, who ^ would give a refufai of fuch a de* 
mand? Ifhedefired^ as all wife men m^ft do, to eftabliih ai- 
regular government in France by their means, it was only with 
the hope of thereby eft^biifting fecurity in Europe, an4 peace 
in this country. 

Ji^ to the war, Mr. Dundas declared himfelf to be a friend 
to it) and he hoped much from the meafure propofed by the 
]^ill under difcuffion, as the moft efie£^ual to the attaiument o€ 
9 folid and fecure peace. But until we firft overthrew the, 
yrefent fyftem of French . politics, we could neitliinr.eibtaH^ 
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peace, nor hope for fecurity i for, notwithftandtng the ftabiltty 
which the Right Honourable Gentleman conceived this countrjr 
derived from its ficuation, and the fuperior valour and loyalty 
of its people, to which no one was more forward than he was 
jto fubfcribe ; yet, infulated as we were, and much though w« 
might boaft of the bravery of our people, if a horde of fan* 
guinary Tartars were fu£Fered to colled in the heart of £urope> 
and diiTeminate principles of anarchy by the fword ; if every 
feeling was fuffered io oe extinguilhed, and all principle and 
all property trampled under foot} and if the expediency of 
murder was to be meafured m\y by convenience, when all the 
nations on the continent, one after another, iball have funk 
beneath their arms, or fubmittcd to their principles, he believ* 
(cd the Right Honourable Gentleman would hardly contend^ 
that we could hope either for fecurity, peace, or fafety. Dcr 
firaUe, however, though this meafure might be, and heartily 
though he might wi{h for its adoption, yet be fliould not be 
found inattentive to any fubdantial objections which might 
be raifed againd it. There might perhaps be other confider* 
^tions offered, which, when duly weighed^ might counter^ 
balance thofe which he had already offered, and he called on 
the Houfe to fay how f^ the Right Hon. Gentkman hadfac<* 
ceeded in bis attempt to urge them. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had faid, or 
rather hinted, that many writers, ancient and modern, had laid 
it down as a part of the law of nations, that no power (hould 
interfere in the internal affiiirs of another nation, or attempt 
to fubvert its government. He feared the Right Honourable 
pentleman had not lately examined thofe authors, or, if fo, 
had not at leaft read them with his ufual attention and ac^ 
curacy > fpr, thouffh he had not himfelf, for a long time» 
looked into thofe books, he would, upon recollection, hazard 
^n affertion, that there was not to be found in any author, 
ancient or modem, .who had written on the law of nations, a 
jprinciple of that kind; On the oontraryi it was hid down in 
inany, and particularly in the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
jfavourite author (Vattel},asa maxim (and common fenfe pron 
liounced it a juft one) that the govemnient of one country 
might interfere with and fubvert that of another under certain 
circumftances. The great leading general principle of al} 
nations was felf-fecurity j to this al) general principles muft be 
fubfervient; and if the faA were, that the government of 
France were lodged in .the hands of men wnom the Righ^ 
Honourable Gentleman himfelf caUed Monjlers^ he wifhed tp 
Ipnow what general principle could be found that forbid« 
}0 attempt towreft the government from their hands? £x^ 
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clufive of this confideration, however, it would be ^oUnd, that, 
whcfc authors touch upon this fubjeft, theyi^latc it as a mat- 
ter of fpeculative policy, applicable to internal difcords in 
times of peace ; but in a ftate of warfare, no man could be fo 
tidiculous as to fay. that it was not lawful for a nation toufeall 
poflible means to diftrefs, to overcome, and deftroy that govern- 
ment with which they arc at war. And what was the i^refent 
cafe ? We were at prefcnt engaged with France in a war, in 
•which, if the ancient government, or any other but the prefent 
ufurpation,exifted, we (houldnot in all probability be engaged* 
Miniflers were not to fit dbwn in their clofets, and- form fpe- 
culative queftions, whether or not they (hould interfere, and 
endeavour to overturn that ufurpation, but to confidcr the 
enemy as an enemy, and devifc means to bring them either to 
reafon or to ruin. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman, Mr. Dundas obfcrved, 
had dwelt with much plaufibiHty on the calamities of retalia- 
tion : He hoped the Honfe would not fufpefl him of being 
lefs alive than the Right Honourable Gentleman to the feelings 
of humanity, or lefs adverfe to the horrible circumftanccs of 
tirar, though he refrained from difcuffing that fubjcft : He re- 
frained not from fear or dtfinclination to the difcuflion of any 
topic that might neceflarily arife, l)ut from the impropriety of 
agitating fuch a fubjc£l. Generals, who, for wifdom and ku- 
jnanity, yielded to no men that have ever lived, had found it 
fieceflkry, in the field of battle, to cxercife retaliation} bur 
iione ever attempted to define, afcertain, or reduce the exercife 
]bf it to general or definite principles. It was fevcre enough 
on them to be obliged to execute, without hurting the mind 
by after-fpeculations on It. As right and wifdom, fo humanity 
and neceflity, are fometimes at variance. Humanity may call 
to refrain from, and humanity may call to execute ; but it 
is abfurd and impolitic to enter into a cool difenflion of fuch 9 
fubieft. 

He hoped that the Houfe would acquit him of having 
brought thnfe men into fuch a ftate. If he were the con- 
queror of a province^ and had fent the people of that province 
ioercivcly to war, he might indeed be called a favagc: out that 
*vas the cafe of men who had been driven to the laft>extre- 
mity, who had loft every thing, who had no hope but in the 
favourable iflue of the war, and who, not by compulfion, but 
ft>ontancoufly,. were taking up arms to get back, by the bene? 
ficence of this country, to their rank, their property, their 
children, of which they have been bereft. They had calletC 
for nrms : It was theirs to consider the probable efFefts of re- 
laliation : Tfifey had weighed it'weli| and fend, " ShaJl wetun 
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the hazard of war» and of retaliattotiY and join England, who 
is fighting our caufe, and endeavouring torcftorc us to our all; 
or (hall we endeavour to fpm out a. wretched, dilbonourable 
exiflence, in this forlorn ftatc, and die perhaps at laft of fa- 
mine, outcafts of our country, traitors to our King, and apo-. 
ftates to our religion, by refufing our aid and fupport to them ?" 
No one could prefumc to accufe Government of ufing com*' 
pulfion: The emigrants had had the whole of the profped^ 
and the whole of the riik, before their eyes; they had taken 
their refolution ; and no* one could deny the wifdom of their 
- choice ; no npian of feeling or magnanimity could think of aA« 
ing othcrwife. 

Mr. Dundas having argued thcfe points with great ftrength 
and ability, faidy he would next endeavour to (hew the fallacy 
of that aflertion, that this meafure would tend to prolong the* 
war. To a certain extent, he was willing to admit, that the 
conquefts we had made in the £aft and Weft Indies had not^ 
the fame ctk& on the councils of France as conquefts iix 
France itfclf might have had : They had been undertaken tor 
fecure an indemnity at all events; yet ftill, he maintained^: 
they tended to accelerate the iiTue of the war; for as thet^l} 
fources of the French depended in fome meafure on their co-c 
loniai po(re(rions, taking thofe colonies, from . them muftyof! 
courfe, dimini(h their power of carrying on the war^ and' 
facilitate the accompKihment of our grand, objed. 

The queftion, then, wasrefolved to this 3 " Could we hope* 
for peace or fecurity without a total change in the govern- 
ment of France ?" To this he wDuld anfwer, " Certainiyi 
not :" For, even though we could keep all our conquefts, and 
conclude a peace on the terms of ftanding as we now did ; yet,.' 
while fo great a country as France, fo powerfully circumr* 
ftanced, fo furnilhed with internal rcfources, arifing from foil/ 
climate, population, local fituation, and extent, was fufFered to? 
cxift with fuch a government; a government raifed upoa* 
violence, treachery, and ufurpation; cemented with blood i 
fupported by fraud, confifcation, and plunder ; drre^ting its 
views to the accoraplilhment of- fchemes, fuch as neither the 
wildnefs of human projedl:, nor the wandering of diftra£ked- 
imagination, but the fury of fiends, and the malice and cun-'* 
Ding of the enemy of mankind, alone could fuggeft; and car- 
rying thofe (chemes into execution', by converting the whole* 
people from hufbandmen, manufacturers, and traders, inter 
fbldiers ; while fuch a nation, fo governed, exifted in the heart 
of Europe, vain indeed would be the hope of any country to 
Jive in fafety ! On this principle, if there ^ere no other, he: 
night venture ta found bis defence of the meafure in queftion. 

He 
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He recollected, Mr. Dundas faid, fome ftridtues whidi 
had been uttered in that Houfe in the laft Seflion and in the 
beginning of this, on Government's not afibrding early aflift* 
ance to the malcontents and loyalids in La Vendee* Thofe 
ftriAures, he would fay, were erroneous; though he perfediy 
iiotncided In, and fubfcribed to« the principle^ that it ought 
to be done, if poOible : But how did that agree with the Gen-> 
tleman'a diCipprobation of interfering with the intenial go* 
Yemment of the country ? The principle, ho5xrever, 'was rights 
if it could have been effeAed. Gentlemen on the other fide 
had infifted on it, and he admitted it. If then it were expe-< 
dient to rifque our national fafety and honour in the hands of' 
an undilcipiined, unprovided, fcactered band, fuch as tliat in 
La Vend&, how much more wife and ufeful muft it be to take 
into our pay a ftrong concentrated body of men, difciplined, 
appointed, and provided before they take the field ; commanded 
oy men, not only eminent for, honour and military talents^ 
but revered for the vi^ories and laurels they have won to adorn 
the Crown of France ! fighting under the fame banner, having 
the fame obje&, and animated by the fame enthufiafm, a^ 
^boCt of La Vendee ; not the enthufiafm of diabolicai infpira-* 
tkm, which fwells the orgies of the Sans Culottes and Jaco« 
kins, but the enthufiafm of a pure and glorious religion, of 
true heroic patriotifm, and of fteady and unihaken loyalty ! 
Such an army was not only equal to prodigies in icfelf, but muft 
acquire ftrength and numbers as it proceeded. 

An Honourable Gentleman had inentioned 500,000 : He, 
for his part, wifhed and (hould rejoice to find, that there were 
fo many ; and though the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
qucftioned the ability of finding refources for fuch a number, 
except from this country, he conceived that a much fmalkr 
number would, in a ihort time, render aid from this country 
totally unncceflary, by putting a profperous period to the wTir, 
recovering their rights, and putting an end to the calamities of 
France* 

It had been aftedi why this meafure had not been adopted 
before i To this he^ would anfwer, that the country was not 
obliged to decide upon the aueftion before ; but when large 
bodies at Toulon, La Vendee, and others, had called on this 
country, it was found expedient to comply, and prudent to 
employ France againft France, to fave her, and cllabHfh the 
peace and fecurity of Europe^ 

The Right Honourable Gentleman had faid^ that the ^rar 
againft France had tended to harden the hearts of men, and 
render them callous to the finer feelings of humanity : He 
would readily allow that that infeofibility had t^kcn place tor 

(be 
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the moft horrible extent in France, and even in England in 
part ; for that which would once have excited hdrror and kon<^ 
ftemation, wad at prefent heard almoft With Unconcern ad the 
news of the day. In the latter, however^ he perfUaded him- 
felf, that it was not the efFeft of a hardened heart, but 6f a 
feeling which made the mind turn away without examination 
from lubjeds that were (6 often contemplated with difgCift itiA 
horror. Would the Right Hohoofable Gentleman fay^ ^thtt 
we (hoold not lift an arm to fmite thofc wretches who had 
occafioned that infenfibllity, or rathetr familiarity with crucify 
mnd horrors f It was not the war, but the authors of tMe Waf ^ 
who had worked this ftrange and lamentable alteration in the 
human mind. The governors of France had done it ^ and 
the government of France bore in is the feeds of all thofe and 
ten thoufand other mifchicfs* If pdwcr were thrown into the 
hands of a lawfefs illiterate mob, no mounds in nature could 
intrench mankind from the afTaults of it In all the various 
ifaapes of abufe | but kt not Gentlemen prefume to fay that it 
was the war that has occafioned thetn t All thofe outrage«'©t 
fociety, all that difregard of religion, all that violation of pr<^«- 
perty, had taken place before the war commenced, 

Mr. Dundas finiftied his fpeech with fome femarks on what 
had fallen from Mr.' Fox rcfpcding Muir and Palmer, &ol 
and hoped that Gentleman would look to the ftatute books^ 
and fee vt^hat crimes thofe were to which the punifhnicnt of 
death is annexed. Compare the crimes of an unfortunate 
wretch, who fteals a cheefe, with that of men who tonfpired 
to inftil into the people of Great Britain a hatred for their own 

fovemment, and a love for that of Franoe. Seethis^. and re- 
cd on the condu£t and humanity of thofe Gentlemen who 
could filently acquiefce in the punifhment by death of the for* 
mer^ who was perhaps impelled to the theft by the clamours 
of ff famifhed wife and- hungry babes, and yet revolted at the 
tranfportation bf the latter, who had no motive to urge in pal-^ 
liation of their crime, no fpur to prick them on but the horrid 
defire to overturn .the conftitution, and bury ail the people in 
its ruins ! 

Mr. Burke acknowledged that the whole of the Ri^ht Hon. 
Gentlanan'8(Mr. F6^'8)fpeech formed a moft admirable pane- 
gyric, a moft beautiful eulogy upon humanity. No man op^ 
}K>f«d«the principle. q£ humanity, that had been fo eloquently 
defined by the Kight Honourable Gentleman* Who had dif- 
praifed humanity?- It .might be fairly urged againft the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, that ambitiofa fult humanitas. It hvid 
teen formerly alked Mj sT.fdllow, cert luily not very polite in hts 
nlaifners, of pcrfontf who were prodigaronlicir praife roWar<!s 
. -Vol. m. U u HercuKs, 
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Hercules> Who blamed Hereula ^ So in like mamser, it migkt 
be aflced of the Right Honourable Gentkman (Mr. Fox), 
Wl^ Member in thai Houfe blamed bumamtj ? The mode of 
xcafontng putfued bjr the Right Honourable Gendbnan wa» 
«ndoiibtodlf > m that ii^ocet repugnant to the riska of rhe- 
toric 'f nais diametricallf oppofit^ to die principles of elo* 
quence* There never was a fubfeS upon wbieh the Right 
Honourable Gentlr.man could ezercife hi» eloquence and of 
that he had a moft uncommon (hare> to ib very Knie pvrpofe^ 
more efpeciaUy^n that Houfe^ as upon the fobjed of huma* 
aity i for every member in that Houfe, to tis praife be it fpo* 
ken^ was thoroughly acquainted with, and unifbrmiy zOicA 
upon, fentimenis of humanity* The Right Honourably 
Gentleman Ind thereforo thrown away his breath upon the 
fub]e£i, and wafted much tood elocpKnce. But if the Right 
Honourable Gentleman haa preached his fermon on humanity 
in the JacMn Club or in the Club of the Cardeiiers^ no man 
could iexvf that it wouU not be remarkably opportune, and 
extremely necel&ry at the prefcnt moment. To them> who 
were fo abandoned^ might oe faid, 

•* DiTcite jaftitiam merit r, et non temnere divos***" 

Whatever dnmce there might be that fo excellent a dilcourfe 

n' *ie make fome impreffion on die minds of the Jacobins* yet 
ad too great an efteem for the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man's talents, too great a reverence for his abilities, too great 
a regard for his humanity, too great a love for his generoiity 
and good*nature, too great an anxiety for the fafety of his 
perfon, to entertain a wiih dtat the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man fliould go in perfon among the Jacobins to^ preach hia 
fermon upon humanity, and apply it in an efib£tual way. No 
man liked humanity in theory better than he did; but as well 
as he liked it in theorv, he liked it in pradice better^ Every 
man, that had the leaJt acquaintance with the Right Honour- 
able Gendeman, bore teftimony of his good^^ature ; but the 
Right Honourable Gendeman^s politics and rhetoric often led 
him aftray from his good**nature. From this charge he himfelf 
could not erave an exemption* But how did the R%ht Ho« 
nourable* Gendeman apply his humanity I He certainly had 
expiefled himfelf pofleffi:d^ and very juftly fo in his opinion, of 
mat companion* Of diis compaffion it alight be laidp witb 
Pope, 

" —To leave them Proridence't care.** 

The Right Honourable Gentleman profeflcd, that Ke wouli 
not be inftrumental in reftoring thofe vutioffff pcAws tq^ 

their 
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their friends, to their relations, to their native country, from 
whence they bad been fo cruelly dknd inhumanly banifhec^ 
while at the fame inftant he avowed himfelf prodigal in pity of 
their wretched fituatioa. The Right Honourable Gentldnan 
had exprefled, in very pathetic terms, his abhorrence and de* 
teftation of the cruel fuflerings that thofe unfortunate vi^ms 
of anarchy had undergone, while, at the fame inftant, he re- 
fufed to afford thetn the leaft relief. How then did the Ri^t 
Honourable Gentlemar^deal with the injurers atid the injur^ ? 
Why, he pities the in/ored, and abhors the tnjurers. But as 
lie would not relieve tne fufierers, (6 neither did he think him- 
felf juftified to punifli the guilty, tliis was a principle of 
Stoicifm, that defied the moft rigid Stoic, nay, even the great 
Zeno himfelf, to exceed. The fum was, that the Right 
Honourable Gentleman was poflefled of oompafBott with- ^ 
out a defiic to relieve, and of vefenkment without a wifh to 
punith. 

^ With regard to the little monofyllable Tesy whkh had been 
alluded to on that ni^t, as well as on a former occafion, with 
fome degree of levity, he had only to oUcrve, that 17/, in the 
oldEnglifh, wascaUed^ — 

** Ay, ay, ay— A word more fatal thrice 
•* Thaa the eye of death-doing cockatrice." 

Mr. Burke confefled that all his barbarifm fprang from Ter^ 
It was paiEng ftrange, if he could do more mifchie? by the lit«- 
tle monofyllable ITei than the Gentlemen in oppofition could 
by their U»gfpeicbesl When he found that his fuomf^laHe 
liad fuch an e&d, it certainly was indecent and improper for 
him to trouble the Houfe with fmcb hngfpeecbes^ 

Muft that little word ^jp— that dagger,, that horrid, that 
. dreadful, and bloody monofyllable, that was to produce fo 
much retaliation— excel a word that is compbfed of many and * 
beautiful fyllables? Could he imagine that the Gentlemen on 
the oppofite fide would not follow any rcgnlar train ? Could he 
fiippofe that they would not purfue any regular fyftcm? 
Though fome advantaged might be derived from what they 
Ihight advance, yet, from the fituation in which they ftood, no 
refponfibiKty attached ufK>n them. What he had beard ad^ 
vanced that night, he had heard withconflderaUe pain. Nay, 
be bad heard me great principle of the law of nations repro- 
bated. Theprincifrie 01 alllaw was the LexTalienis. If an 
individual fuftains an injury, by the rules of fociety, the in- 
jmrer is to fuiier, and the injured is to be avenged. He had 
tmfted that Gentlemen would have dropped that topi^ He 

Una had 



3)> WdODFALL'SfARUAMEIfTAltYREPMTS. [C^wmm^ 

had hoped that Gentlemen would have been pcrfuaded that he 
was not devoid of humanity, and that they would have given 
that fubje£l its general credit, and fufiered it to pafs. But ho 
had found that was not the cafe. In regard, therefore, to that 
fubjc£l, he would contend, that humanity could not exiit for 
a moment, if it were not guaranteed by juftice. All the hor«» 
Kors, the murders, and ^c maflacres, that deluged and de« 
ftroyed that unhappy country, France, were introduced by 
that continual talk of humanity: But, alas! all Europe wa& 
fatiated, even to naufea^ with that fpeoies of humanity! Hu^ 
mfinity was founded on the principles of juftice, and juftice 
on the Lex T(ilioffif, The law of nature knew, of no other 
principle. A celebrated writer (Mr. Locke), with whom, on 
lome pqints, he h^id not the honour to agree, though he ceiw 
tainly did on this, ftated that man, out of civil fociety, had a 
B right to revenge his own wrong ; which principle was munded 
o;i the Le>c Talionis, The virtue of humanity was lets defined. 
l;ban the virtue of juftice. With refpeA to the doArine of 
retaliation, if he had the ear of his Sovereign, if he had the 
t^x of the Combined Powers, he would boldly tell them, that, 
in his humble opinion, it would be a fcandal and a Ihame for* 
them to fuSer any man that joined their caufe, that received 
their pay, and that fought under their ftandard, to be facri« 
ficed, it they could poutbly prevent it. He would ferioufly 
put it to th^ Right Hon- Gentleman, whether it were better 
lor tbpfe unfortunate perfons that have been driven from their 
country, robbed of their property, and feparated from their 
deareft relations^ to Tcly on the. mere chance of having a con* 
ftitution ^ftablifiied, of having a govenmient, of having lawt^ 
of recovering their property* of being reftored to their country. 
and their friendsi under the poffibility of falling a facrifice to 
the vengeance of their countrymen, or to the other altemativct 
Qf pining out a life in poverty, bani(hment, and every human 
ipiicry ? The chain of human affairs lay between two evils. 
He palled upon the Almighty to forbid that a fyftem of retalia- 
tion faould cnfue. It had been ftated, that the adoption of 
the preffAt meafure woyld have a tendency to in^ami ; he de« 
£ed any man, even as cruel as himfelf, to be capable of infiam^ 
i.ng the Jocobitu. In Franco« anarchy, contufion, honoFy 
murder^ maOfacre^ irreligion, immorality, plunder, devafta- 
tion, athcifm, rebellion, and revolt, were at the height : 
There the Jarob'tm flaughter the Cordeiiert^ the Cvdiliiri the 
Jacobins^ the Mountain the Valley^ the Valley the MmMain \ in 
fcort, they were all flaughtering one another. With refpe& lo 
yfl^x had been ftated relative to the cndeavQur to intred'ucft. 
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the fyftem of cruelty and retaliation in the place of civilized 
war, a man might obferve with Macbeth-^ 

** Now high-feated tyranny rtignt 
'* Till every man fall by lottery." 

For the deplorable, for the lamentable (ituation of France, no 
man felt more. For himfclf he might be indulged to fey, 

'< Haud ignarus malij mlferis fuccurrere diTco.'* 

VirgiL JEn, I. 

In all evils the quantity of the evil is a conGderation. There 
were infurredtions, there were tumults^ there were riots, there 
were levcJutions in this country, as well as in other countries; 
. but what degree of comparifon was there between the daughter 
committed in France at prefent, and the daughter committed 
in all the other countries of Europe conjointly ? With refpeft 
to what had been faid by thc^ Right Hon. Gentleman relative 
to the death of Mr. RadclifFe, he was of opinion, that he ought 
not to have been executed : He w;^s alfo of opinion that Dr. 
Cameron ought not to have been put to death. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman ihould have recolle£ied what 
happened in 1688. The Right Hon. Gentleman ihould have 
recolle£led, that Ix)uis XIV. took fome Irifl) regiments under 
his protection. And what was the confequence? Did thofe 
Irifh regiments fuffer ? No, Aot one % although, after their 
defertioti, a whole regiment was taken in Scotland, and fome 
of thei)!i in detached tx>dies were taken in Ireland. Here was 
an inftance of the condud of this country. But there were 
ieverad other inftances to be (hewn, both in America and in 
France. This proved the dignity of fentiment in former times* 
In regard to the condu£l of Louis SIV. if was well known that 
ieveral French regiments had co-operated with King William, 
and that Louis XlV. never put to death any of the men that 
had fo regimented themfelves. The cafe of Lord Ligonier 
was alfo well known : Though born a fubje£t of France, when 
taken, he was not put to death. Thefe inftances he had ad- 
duced to (hew what the opinion of Europe was upon the fub* 
je£k. Fadt is ihetaortal fnemy rf declamation, Mr. Burke faid, 
he put cafes as they occurred in England : He put cafes as they 
occurred in Ireland, in Scotland, and in France ; and there 
was not the leaft comparifon between them and the horriblo 
murders committed of late in France, If Gentlemen were to 
look into Lord Coke, if they were to eiamine all the French 
writers on thefubief^, he would be bonnd to fay, they would 
not find one wora to juftify the fmalkft coniparifon. Thfs 
(»ilculataoo wsr9 founded on the different periods when thc> 

Several 
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fcvcral countries w^rc divided br civil 4>roil8t when they were 
(liftrndled by difcord^ and , opprefled by every calamity that 
could befal a nation. Gentlemen (liould look at the rebellions 
that took place in Germany : They (hould look at the rebelliona 
that have iliaken every country. He believed that Great Bri* 
tain had aOed with greater feverity againft plotters and confpi* 
rators than any other nation in Europe. 

The great and indifputable fyftcm of tyranny was daily fill* 
ing their own country with confifcatxons, and other countries 
with exiles. By taking a retrofped of all the calamities, rebel- 
lionsi and difturbancesi that he' had mentioned, it would be 
found that fcarce one family, much lefs a whole nation, had 
fufiered in the fmalleft degree in their property* He advifed 
Gentlemen to look to the time of Cardinal Mazaruie. The 
Emperor had had two rebellions in the Netherlands, which he 
completely conquered ; and what was the refult ? not one man 
loft his eftate 6r his life. Look into Sweden, where even the 
King had been murdered, and there very few had been put to 
death. Taking a t)/#ti; tfall anciefit hi/iqry^ he iijkd any mtn to 
Jbenu him Jo much m$trder perpetrated in thejpace of one bundrei 
jears ih all Europe^ as bad been committed in raru in thejhortjpace 
of one tueek. It was (aid, however, that Europe provoked them 
to this. When he Taw perfons going to fufier*for crimes 
which they had committed through the infirmity of hnman 
nature, he had real compffion for them; but when he faw 
perfons exulting in anarchy, in mailacre, in blood i when he 
iaw them revihng religion ; when he £iw them contemning 
and defpifing all human inftitutions; when he faw th6m 
trampling under foot all lacted ties between man and man ; 
when he faw them unrelenting, and glorying in the infamy 
smd in their guilt ; and when he faw them oiudirtg ddiance to 
the great Creator himfelf, what room was left for coinpaf* 
fion } Who could accttfe himfelf of the want of humanity, 
were he to endeavour to put a period to thofe unnatural ahd 
horrible crimes ? A nation, it was faid, thus grown cruel alid 
favagc, would become ftiil more brutal, were ail Europe to 
unite, and were we to attempt to retaliate. Let that poiicioa 
be analyfed ; for analyfis was alfo a deadly enemy 'to all decla* 
mation. What was the analyfis ? Was it a new cafe? Did 
not all Europe unite againft Iiouis Xi V. ? and did he, in con» 
feqiience, confpire to murder his council, to extirpate all reU* 
gion, and to methodize anarchy, confufion, madacre, and: 
murder ? No. Mtnlti weiiora / when he found that all Etirppo- 
\fra8 conibined againft bim» he immediately relaxed the reins 
of.hi^ governonent* In confequciK^e of'the league of CandMay* 
againft the power of Venice, vrtrttiK •hobilky^plnndasd and 

mafia* 
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maflacred in cold blood i Was an expedition planned ngftinfl; 
the cities of Italy ? And were the inhabitants that furvived to 
get their bread by pulling down every ftonc of their city ? 

Mr. Burke next alluded to the opinion of Mr. Lanjaunais^ 
who reprobated, in .the ftrongeft poffible terms^ the regular 
plans for maflacrea and murder that bad been formed at Mar* 
i'eilles and other places. What was humanity ? Humanity^ 
onhcarir^ of inhuman ads, excited all virtuous indigiution to 
rife, and fought to infli£^ adequate .punilhment. Murder in 
France was extremely prolific \ murder fucgeeded murder^ as 
long aa devaftation could endure it. He would aik, who had 
Formed a corps of 1 200 men to murder all the Kings of £u« 
rope ? The monfters of France* The human race, by an 
unanimous confent, rofe agatnft the authors of this decree ; 
they provoked the general indignation of. all Europe* When 
this country was forced into the war, flie found France excom^ 
municated by all mankind* It /had been faid, that this was a 
combination of di/pots againft the ftruggles of liberty. « > . 

He called upon any man to (hew him any one time, when 
the whole race of man had united againft the druggies of 
lijberty. The fentiments of mankind^) 'nay, the fentiment» 
even of tyrants, went along with thofc who were feeking relief 
from oppreflion, and who were ftr«:^{gliDg for liberty. B;:t 
. why did all Europe unite againil them ? Becaufe all Europe 
(aw that it was not liberty, but power, they were aimii^ ^t ^ 
and when they bad attained fome power, they had flicwn whac 
a horrible ufe they would make of it* Next, the war wa& to 
leftore the ancient defpotifm in France: Bad as it. was, ie 
would be only to redore every man to*hiB Jig-tree ajid to hb 
vine ; of many good fig-trees'^ and good vincs^ he knew, both its 
Kormjindy .and Britanny. Under the ancieQt government nor 
man's fig-tree, or vine, or chateau, or palace, was violated^ 
There were, as in Egypt, many good and many bad things in 
tfiat government. The only inftance he knew of, where the 
King of France ever made a mean and oblique ufe of his power 
was, where an Aluvian queftion was contefted between tba 
King and the corporation of Bourdeaux. . To fome Gentlemen 
it might appear diforderly to mention fa£ls. At the period of 
s. life to whidi he had arrived, when he had neither imagination 
^jior fancy, it fuj;ely might be allowedly, by way of confola- 
'ition, to recur co tlicfiumps of his memory. Gentlemen ought 
lo recolledl, that Mirabeau was reCcued out of the bands of« 
lufticei^by being thrown into the Baftile. The people of Eng- 
%nd were as well as tliey could be. The poor had a charitable 
Bgiiiatio.a to look to ; they could demand fupport frofn per«> 
\ in 4 middle fta^ion in life^ as well as &pm the rich- In 

Fr:;??cc 
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France too, previous to the fubverfion of their gofemment, the 
poor were happy. 

The day on which this country fhould (hake hands with the 
Jacobins, that moment fhe feaied her own deftrudion. It was 
faid, that this was a war for the Scheldt. It might with a$ 
much propriety be called a war for a chamber«-pot. No ; it 
was a war for our religion, for^our rights, for our liberty, for 
our properly, nay, for our very exiftence. Did they not at- 
tempt to over-run all Europe ? Did they not attempt to pene-* 
trate into Holhind, the country of our ally ? Speaking politi- 
cally, upon the falvation of Holland depended the falvation of 
this country : Our honour and dignity as a nation went along 
with that falvation* The meafures that had been adopted to 
repel fuch unparalleled aggreffions, were wife and politic. Ic 
would be wife if the Combined Powers could break into 
France. 

A great deal had been faid about the French Weft India 
poiTeffions : From the very moment that they commenced th^ 
war, the French relinquiihed all idea of keeping their iflands* 
It was a circumftance veil known at Jamaica, that the French 
had ruined fome of their 6neft colonies, and had formed a pro-i 
je£^ of embodying 300,000 Blacks, to over-run and lay wafte 
«U our pofleiBons in the Weft Indies. Therefore, Gentlemen 
would do well to confider this circumftance before they con-» 
demnec) the expedition to the Weft Indies; an expedition that 
had for its objeft the prefervation of fome of our moft valuable 
pofieffent, and the refcuin|r of the moft defirable acquiGtions 
from the Jat^Un nut/s of ferocity and fervile barbarifm. But 
k wa9 fai4, that the oUeA of the war was to deftroy the men 
of power in France, ne denied that to be the cafe ; for there 
trere no permanent mcni of power in that country ( they were 
here to-day, and away to-morrow *, one faflion fucceeded ano^ 
ther, like Umbres Chinnfa^ or like the Kings in MacbetFsGlafs. 
What he fegretted moft of all, was their nefarious difcover])^ 
of the refources of terror ! For terror produced zeal, unani^ 
mStyt nay, he could even fliew that it produced courage. When 
cruelty and murder fucceeded with impunity, mankind, as it 
were, become infenfibly enamoured of the fuccefs which rc- 
a£Ved upon vice, and produced ftupid and ftating admiration. 
If the power of Jacobipifm were not overturned, all Europe 
would fall a victim to favagenefs, brutality ,'and inhumanity. 

Mr. Fo^ rofe to explain. His argument, he faid, was, that 
if, as had ever been contended, the caufe for which we were a( 
war. Was not for the pprpofc of reftoring the ancient govern- 
ment of France, we were wanting in compaflion and huma^ 
nity^ to employ thofe emigrants in a caufe with which th^ 
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were in no ways conneftcd, and, by fo doing, to place them in 
a fitUation more deplorable, and more defperate, than their 
prCfent -, as it muft entirely cut ofF all hope of reconciliation 
between them and their country. With rel^di to retaliation^ 
the Right Hon. Gentleman would recolledi, that he had not 
attempted to maintain the" right or the propriety of treating 
fuch men as rebels, and putting them to death $ but l^e hSd 
aflcrted, that it had been the general pra£tice of nations, to pu- 
nifh with death, fuch of their fubje£bs as had been taken in 
arms againft their country. He muft have been mifunder- 
ftood, when he was fuppofed to offer any thing in palliation of 
the crimes and enormities which the French had committed ; 
his argument was, that the combination of the feveral powers 
of Europe againft them, was certainly the caufe of a great num- 
ber of them ; but lie never intended to offer that as an apology 
for their condufl. With regard to the fituation of the people 
under the ancient government of France, it had never been his 
intention to compare it with the fituation of the people under 
any free government, becaufe he well knew, that it could bear 
no fuch comparifon ; becaufe ke diftin£My faid, that, of all 
arbitrary governments, that of France was the moft opprefEve 
to the lower clafTes of the people; and their fituation was 
more miferable than that of any other people under any arbi- 
trary government. 

Mr. Burke replied, that he knew nothing could be further 
from the intention of the Right Hon. Gentleman, than toofier 
any apology for the crimes of the French ; becaufe he knew 
his heart to be fo framed, that he muft have an utter detefta- 
tion of fuch enormities ; but he himfelf only meant to (hew 
what the e&e£l of his argument might be, and in what light it 
might be confidered, with .refpe£t to the fituation of the people 
under the government of France. The , bulk of the. people 
under all governments whatever were comparatively miferable ; 
but that they were more fo under the ancient government of 
France than any other, he denied : That point, perhaps, at 
fome future day, he might argue more at large with the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, there was one circumftance and one afTer- 
tion in which he entertained no doubt that he fhould be joined 
by the majority of that Houfe, though rather a novel diftinftion 
for any pofition of his to meet, which was, that the dif- 
qualifying fentence paflcd by the Right Hon, Gentleman who 
had juft (at down on himfelf, was altogether unfounded, in fo 
muqh, that he felt a confiderable degree of difHdence in offer- 
ing himfelf to oppofe him on the prefent occafion. He had 
fcarcely ever heard him difplay greater talents, exhibit more 
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varietf, or ihcw greater eloquence, cban be bad done that 
night I and he had in no one way demonftrated the lead ap- 
pearance of declining faculties, or failing powers, except where 
the Right Hbn. Gentleman had found it conrenient to be a 
little defective in point of recoUedion. ConfeiEng his fplen-' 
did talents, he could not grant to the Right Hon. Gentleman 
one part of his definition of himfelf, viz, that of being reduced 
to a plain matter-of-fa£t man ^ for that amezing fancy, and 
fplendid imagination^ which had fo often excited the admira* 
tion of mankind, were never difplayed with greater advantage ; 
attended with all that acuteneis of judgment whkh could iele£b 
fa£t» fuch as were neccfTary to be placed in a ftrong point of 
view, in ordei^ to refift the arguments of . his adverfary ^ and 
omit thofe which might militate againft his own caufe, and 
with ingenuity to fupply thofe in which it was really defi-^ 
cient : In (bort, he had employed, on the prelent occa&on, all 
thofe arts which were beft calculated to inflame the minds* 
and miflead the reafon of his hearers. Humanity had beea 
the topic much dwelt upon by the Right Hon. Gendeman^ 
ftnd he had difplayed fo much wit and humour on the fubje£^y 
that, from the levity with which he had at all times^ when aa 
opportunity pre&nted itrelf, fpoken of the murders, mailacresy 
guillotine s» and deplorable calamities of France, he might be 
confidcred as an inftance of the total want of that amiable vlr*' 
tue, were it not a fadl well known, that no man pofiefied a dii^ 
pofition more inclined to feel for the various fufferings of maiii* 
kind. That night, however, the Right Hon. Gentleman could 
not, afi he had done on a former occafion, fay that he fmiled in 
indignation, and the bitternefs of foul, at the refleclioQ and 
confideration of thefc enormities; for his whple fpeech w^ 
replete with jokes, and wit, and pleafantry, on thofe calami* 
tous events which difgraccd human nature, and excited the 
pity and indignation of mankind. As to the enormities com- 
mitted by that diftra£b:d and infatuated people, it was by no 
means his intention to palliate in the fmalleil degree, or offer 
any kind of apology for them j becaufe he confidered them as 
having exceeded every limit of palliation or excofe; but it 
might be at the fame time wortli while to inquire how far 
thefe enormities were to be attributed to the people themfelves^ 
and liow far to the ancient government. If the war had not 
produced the prefent ferocity and favage manners of thefe peo- 
ple, to what caufe then were they to be attributed ? It could 
not be foil or die climate that produced thefe dreadful effeds. 
Certainly not. Government was the fchool which formed and 
-moulded the charaders of men : If they were atheifts at pre- 
fent^ it was becauib they were accuftomed to fee the clergy, 
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and the higher orders of forfety, live in open contempt and 
difregard of religioil. Had thejr lefs re^edi for property, and 
the ftdbiHty of the laws, than other people ? It was becaufe 
they had been ufedto fee property yield to power, and bad bccii 
educated. under, a defpotifm where everything depended on the 
will of the prince,^ and laws fubmitted to the corrupt pervcr- 
fion of the magiftrate. Were they murderers, and eager to 
fpiir human blood ? It was becaofe they had been ufed to fee 
the life of man made light of, and the human form difrcfpeftcd 
and difregarded. , 

The Hon. Gentleman had faid, that it* was aftrongpre* 
fumption againft any people, when we faw the nations of th«? 
earth uniting as it were with one accord againft them, that the 
caufe in whicl^ that people are embarked was a bad caufe, and 
can never be the caufe of liberty. This po(ttion might be very 
true, nor was it his defign to contend againft it ; but he would 
fay, that it was alfo a ftrong prefumption againft any form of 
government, which chanced to be fubvertcd by any iuddcn re- 
volution, when the people who lived, and were educated, who 
formed their manners, and their minds, under that govem- 
inent» were found, the moment their bands are broken, and the 
reftraintsof the laws removed, committing every fpecics of vi» 
olence, of murder, and of devaftation, that the government it- 
felf muft have been a bad one ; for it was wholly impoflSble, 
that the mere circumitances of the fuddcn fubvernon of their 

government could inftruft a people in a moment, and make 
\em adepts in all manner of vice; the feeds of that vice mnft 
^ have been fown before ; the example of tiieir rulers nourilhed 
them, and the removal of rcftraint caufed them to bring forth 
abundantly. It was not the nature of man to plunge at once 
into great vices, and to difmifs fuddenly the natural feelings of 
humanity. Nemofuit repente turp\fjimus : The progrefs of vice, 
as well as of virtue, was gradual. So that were he to fee a 
pcoplciwho, immediately upon the fubverfion of their former 
government, inclined to virtue ; if he faw them refpeft and 
proteft the property of others ; if he faw them tender of the 
lives of their fellow-creatures ; if he faw them obfcrvant of 
the laws of nations, and ftiewing a defirc to prcferve peace and 
fricndfhip with their neighbours ; he ihould be defirouS of the 
re-eftablifliment of their former government, becaufe he (hould 
conclude, that the government which produced people fo vir- 
tuous muft be a good one : But if, on the other hand, he faw 
a people, who, upon the fubverfion of their former govern- 
ment, immec.iately plunged into every vice which could dc- 
frade human nature ; if he faw them violate all property; if 
e faw them fpill^ without pity or r^morfe, the blood of their 
Xx i fellow^ 
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fellow-creatures ; if he faw them difregard all tfaofe laws of 
fociety which tended to the fecurity and well-being of man ; 
he immediately concluded, that the government which could 
produce fuch monftcrs muft have been eflentially bad, and 
uould therefore difapprove of its reftitution. 

The Right Hon.G en tleman (Mr. Sheridan faid) had talkedof 
iiic fecurity and happinefs enjoyed by all ranks of people under 
the ancient government of France } he told the Houfe, that 
then every man enjoyed himfelf peaceably under tho ihade of 
his own vine and his own fig-tree; furely he could not be feri- 
OU8 in that aflertion, or he muft have loft all remembrance of 
what the ancient government of France was ; where neither 
the property nor the life of the fubje£l could be truly faid to 
be fecure for one {ingle moment, being fubje£( to the unconr 
trouled will of the prince. He had )>een alfb lavifli in his 
praife of the adminiftration of juftice, when it was notorious, 
that their courts of juftice were infamous for their corruptioa 
and pcrvcrfion of right. As to the higher orders of fociety, 
which he had fo much lamented, their virtues were by no 
means exalted. Their nobility and clergy, at leaft thole of 
fuperior rank, were profeffed Atheifts or Dcifts ; and there 
was not a fingle man in ttiC whole country, who affe£led a 
knowledge o? the world, or had any prctcnfions even to com- 
mon fenfe, that would not have confidcrcd the eulogiums made 
in that Houfe on their religion and pi^ty, rather an infult to 
their undcrftanding tl;an a cmriplimcrt to their virtue. Hence 
fprung thofc atheiftical princi,ilcs, I.cnre fprings this extreme 
depravity, of which we with fo mucr julUcc complain. 

It wascertainly unpleafant, confidcring the prcfcm fituation 
of many of thefe claffes of men, to refer to fuch circumftances, 
however notorious they might be 5 nor was it from inclination 
that he did fo ; but that the ferious importance of the fubjeA 
demanded that truth (hould be fpokcn. The Hon. Gentle- 
man had faid, that they were wild beads before we had at« 
tacked them ; and from their being fo, had arifen the neceflity 
and expediency of that meafure. Were they, previous to the 
attack of the two moft powerful of the combined powers, 
Auftria and Pruffia, thofe wild beads the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had defcribed ? If fo, and that fa£b rendered war expe^ 
dient and necefTary, why did we not then attack them ? Why 
did we at that period rather boaft our neutrality towards /hem, 
and exprefs a defirc to conciliate their fricndfliip and alliance ? 
l^Hfre there was a try ofNoj Noijrom the Treafury Bench.] We 
had endeavoured to conciliate them fo far as to prefervc 

})eace with them, or at leaft we now pretended that we did 
b. 

A wifli 
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A wiih had been exprcffcd for » powerful army to break 
through the cruft of the iron frontier of France, and to make 
the emigrants the point of a wedge to fplit their power : This 
would be certainly placing thofe Gentlemen in the poft of 
danger ; but there was no doubt but the high fenfe of honour 
would make them anxious to fill this honourable ftation. Sup*- 
pofine even that we could raife a powerful army of thofe men^ 
confilting of two or three hundred thoufand, to be applied ac- 
cording to the idea of the Right Hon. Gentleman, could we be 
certain of fuccefs from the meafnre ? For, notwithftandingthe 
{anguine hope of the Secretary of State, that, if once fuch an 
army could be raifed, it would maintain itfblf, and force its 
gwn way, it was probable it would not be found fo eafy a matter 
to cfkQ, ; the chance was, that it would only induce the peo- 
ple to rife in larger bodies, and to form a more confiderable 
and powerful mafs, to refift the progrefs of their invaders; 
and the circumftances which had occurred in La Vendee went 
^o confirm that opinion j it being a well-known fad, that the 
number of men in a£lual rebellion at one time in that depart- 
pient amounted to 200,000; but thefe the Convention found 
means to overpower j and they were not able afterwards either 
to force their way, or maintain themfelves. The events which 
had happened at Toulon alfo favoured that opinion ; for there, 
though the people of the country were fuch enemies to the 
ruling powers in France, that they put that great and power- 
ful city into our pofTeflion, yet we were unable to maihtain our 
ground, and were compelled to relinquiih our acquiCtion; 
nor, though aided by the favour of the inhabitants, and fur- 
rounding people, were able to effefl that objed which it was^ 
at prefent faid might be fo eafily attained. 

Mr. Sheridan wifhed to call to the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
recollediion (though he was convinced that his memory was 
wholly unimpaired, except where forgetfulnefs might be con- 
venient), that in the cafe of America it was faid, that the ma- 
jority of the people of that country were avcrfe to the ruling 
power, and tn^t they wanted nothing but encouragement to 
induce them to declare themfelves in our favour ; that, how- 
ever, proved a vain and delufive hope ; and fuch, he feared, 
would be the event of the prefent meafure, and the expe£la- 
tions held out to the Public on that occafion. 

The fmall word (TesJ which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
affected to treat with fo much levity, and upon which he had 
^nneceflariiy exercifed fo much wit and humour, becaufe, as 
applied to him, it was a word of the moft ferious and alarming 
nature, as it went to convey his approbation df, nay, even to 
recommend a fyftem of retaliation, a fyftem by no means a 
I * proper 
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proper fubjeS of mirth and pleafantry, was not to be eftU 
mated by its fize, but by its cfFcft ; and this little monofylla- 
hlCy Tesy was one of the inoft powerful he knew. From the 
mouth of a Nero, or a Caligula, it could decide the fate of 
millions. But, after all the Right Hon. Gentleman had faid 
en the fubjert, it was impoflible to fay whether the fyftem was 
to be adopted or not. In one part of his fpcech he laid, if he 
had the car of his fovereign, or the ears of. the combined 
powers, he would not hefitate to recommend them not to 
fufFer any perfon, employed ia their fervice, to be put to 
dcatli, which they were able to prevent ; and in another part 
he b^recched God that this fyftem might tiot take place. 
What did the Right Hon. Gentleman mean, that it (hould, or 
it fhould not, be adopted ? That it would, or would not, take 
place ? Tliough it might not be neceflary to inform an indivi- 
dual as to which was the faft, yet it was neceflary to inform 
thofc perfons that were to be employed under this Bill \ for it 
•was no more than juftice that they fliould be acquainted with 
the terms upon which they were to be employed, and the mag- 
nitude of tlie danger which they were to encounter : And he 
hoped that feme one, who knew what the intention of Go- 
vernment was upon this fubjcdl, would deign to give the 
Houfe fome information upon it. A Noble Lofd (Mulgrave) 
high, and dcfervedly fo, in the fervice of his Majeftj, andj 
he fuppofed, enjoying the confidence of his Majefty's mi- 
iiifters, had declared it his opinion, that the fyftem of retalia- 
tion was to be adopted -, and it wa» probable that the Noble 
Lord had not ventured to fay fo without the approbation of 
thofe with whom he afted ; yet neverthelefs he muft fay, he 
wiflied for an explicit declaration upon the fubjcdT:, becaufc it 
was in his mind of fuch importance that it fliould not be left 
in doubt. The favage nature of the French, their ferocity, 
and unexampled cruelty, had been expatiated on much at 
large. He believed tliat, with regard to their treatment of 
their prifoners, they afted upon very humane aiid honourable 
principles : He wiihcd to know from tlie Ivfoble Lord if that 
was not the fadl. [///j Lonljlip nodded njerit.'] ' With refpeft 
to the doctrine oi retaliation in its praaicc, the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke) had quoted a variety of precedents to 
fhew, that in fituations fimilar to that in which the emigrants 
would be placed by the prefent Bill, it had not taken place ; 
and that thofe alarming confequences, fo much apprehended, 
and with much reyfon, had not followed. In no one of thefe 
precedents, however, had he been fuccefsful 5 becaufc, unfor- 
tunately for his argument, riot one of them applied, or bore 
any fimi^arity to the prefent cafe. TKc'firfl: wSs tlxQ cafe* of 
* * fomo 
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fomc Irifh regiments in the French fervice, taken in the rebel- 
lion of I745> in arms againft Great Britain, and the Englifh 
did not put them to death, though employed againft them in 
Co vile a caufc. True, the faft W4S fo j but it muft be remem- 
bered, at the fame time, that it was in the year 1688, at the 
time of the Revolution, that thofc troops entered into the fer- 
vice of France, and in the year 17451 a period of 57 years 
from the time of their entering into the French fervice had 
elapfed, when fome of thefe troops were taken : So tliat it was 
not very probable that many of thofe Iriftimen who aftually 
entered into the fervice of Louis XIV. returned to invade 
England in 1745. But even in this precedent he had made aa 
€X0i|[^ion of fome few, who were engaged in a plot to fubvert 
the government of this country, who were puniflied ; which 
would be precifely the fituation of the emigrants to be cm- 
ployed under the authority of the prefent Bill ; their avowed 
indention being the fubverfion of the prefent exifting govern- 
ment of France. His next precedent was the honourable 
treatment that Lord Ligonier received, who, born a fubjeck 
of France, had been taken in arms againft Louis XIV. What 
wasthefadl? In the year 1682^ the family of his Lord (hip, 
amongft many other French refugees, fled their country ia 
confequcnce of the revocation of the edicj of Nantz ; which, 
by the way, was an aft exceeding in cruehy and enormity all 
that has been done even by the French, driving at once no lefs 
than 500,000 people from their property and their country, 
and reducing them to the dreadful iituation of throwing them- 
felves on the proteftion of a foreign nation. In the year 1747 
his Lordfliip was taken prifoner in the pay of this country, and 
in arms againft his own, a period no lefs than 6^ years diftant 
from the time his family left France; fo that the probability 
was, that cither his Lordfliip was not bom at the time, or at 
moft could have been but a child in arms. Therefore thefe 
two precedents went not at all to the fupport of the pofitioix 
maintained by the Right Hon. Gentleman; and, as far as they 
did go, they made dire £11 y againft it. 

It was, Mr. Sher>dan faid, a matter of fomc curiofity to ob- 
fcrvc how the Houfe and the country had been led by degrees 
ioito the prefent pernicious and dcrtruftive war. At firU. we 
wer^ told that its objeft was to repel an aggrefllon on the pare 
of France, to protcft our ally, and obtain fecurity in future : 
But now i^e real object waa avowed to be, what it always 
was, however concealed or denied, the reftoration of the old 
government of ^'f^^ce. It was well, at all events, that the 
pbje£l was declared; ^as they (hoaid be able to form fomc fort 
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of judgment what circttmftances would, or would not, conduce 
to peace. Thofe frantic, furious, murderous difpoGtionr, 
which the French had betrayed, were not (hewny accord tag 
to the Hon. Gentleman's argument, when all Europe united 
againft Louis XIV. nor bjr the Venetians, when the league of 
Cambray was formed ag^atnft them: And for this plain and 
obvious reafon ; when Europe formed a combination againft 
Louis XIV. to reftrain his power, and check his ambitioas 
purfuits, they profcfled no intention to deftroy him or his go- 
Tcmmcnt, nor did they entertain any fuch defign : Nor did 
they ferioufly wiOi to fubvert the eilabliOied form of govern- 
ment of Venice : In the cafe of the French, the o pfimn d 
avowed objeA was the total fubverfion of thatgorenHnc 
they have themfelves formed, and the deflruQion of thofe who 
have in their hands the ruling power. 

In the early part of his fpeech, faid Mr. Sheridan, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman treated with much levity the humanity pro- 
fefled by his Right Hon. Friend towards the emigrants, and 
farcaftically quoted the reply of a four Lacedemonian, to one 
who was prodigal of his praifes of Hercules ; ** Who blames 
Hercules?" In faft, that Hon. Gentleman himfclf fcarccly 
ever touched upon the fubjcft of French affairs, that he did 
not launch forth in prai(e of that amiable quality ; though^ 
perhaps, he had lately given a ftrong proof with what little 
reafon he made any fuch reference. He faid, •* We afford 
compaflion to the emigrants, we fympathize with them, but 
we will not do any zGt to reftore them. Our humanity is 
great in profeffion, but fmall in prafticc." The Hon. Gen- 
tleman fcemcd entirely to have miftaken the application of the 
principle of humanity to thefe unfortunate men ^ in his com* 
prehenfion it was this ; not to hold out a promife of protection, 
which we might not after be able to afibrd them, and thereby 
render their fi tuation more defperate, and their mifery more 
intolerable. He would call to the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
recollcdion, tlie proteffion proraifed to the infurgents in La 
Vendee, which we had never had it in our power to grant. 
He dcfircd he might recolleO: the protcftion we afforded to the 
inhabitants of Toulon, whom, after inducing to fhake off their 
allegiance to their own government, and to furrender their 
town and its ftores into our poffeflion, we were obliged to de- 
fert in the night, and leave to the vengeance of their enemies. 
• If it were neccffary, he would alfo rcfrefti the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's memory on the fubjeO: of holding out protedioti 
to the loyalifts in America; againft that principle he both 
wrote and fpoke with infinite ability ; he then faw the dan- 
gerous 
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gttous and ^pernicious tendency of fuch a meafure ; he pre* 
d 6kcd the confequcnces that would cnfue, and the event ve- 
rified that predi£Uon. 

Another Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas} had faid» 
that the qiieftion he found the mo^ difficult to anfwet on this 
fubjeft was, why it was not adopted before ? He would fupplj 
him with ah anfwer ; becaufe the objed of the war was not 
•avowed before, becaufe it had not before been explicitly de- 
clared that the objeft was the fubverfion of the French govern- 
ment. Perhaps the prefent might feem a more convenient 
feafon for Its adoption, wherl the infurgents in La Vendee 
were fuppreffed : Or now, perhaps, the French, having wit- 
♦leflcd how well we kept our faith with the Toulonefe, woi;ld 
thenyore readily flock. to our ftandard, and have a ftronger re- 
liance, and more firm hope of fecurity, from our promife of 
proteftion. That Right Hon. Gentleman, foeaking of the 
humanity, mildnefs, and moderation of the Scotch criminal 
laws, when compared to the criminal code of this country^ 
afked which was the greater crime, to ileal a checfe from a 
\vindow, either from the frailty of nature, or from neceffity 
and diftrefs, or that of exciting fedition, infufing difcontent 
amongft his Majefty's fubjefts againft the government and 
conftitution, with z defign to fubvert them i In thb inftance 
the Hon. Gentleman had done what he was much inclined to 
4o ; he afiumed as a ground what was not fad, and then rea- 
ibned from that ground aflumed ; for the perfons to whom he 
alludedj far from being found guilty, or convicted of the 
crime which he imputed to them^ had never even been charged 
with any fuch offende. 

With regard to the 6pefation and efFcft the Bill would liave^ 
if pafled in its prefent form, and with .all the claufes which it ' 
tiow containcrd, he begged leave to call the attention of the Hpufe 
to thofe points, before they gave it their final fanftion. If tte 
Bill wete pafTed as it then ftood, he contended that the Houfe 
of Commons would no longer prefcrve its exiftence and inde- 
pendence as a Houfe of Commons $ becaufe,by this Bill, it would 
abandon thofe two flrft principles upon which depended the 

Jjower and the authority of that Houfe. It would by this Bill 
iirrender that powerful check upon the Crown, the annual 
opportunity of difbandlng the aritiy; and it would furrender 
the guardianfhip of the public porfe. Shoald we not have 
reafon to confole ourfclves, when \«rc returned to our eonfti- 
tuents, and told them how nobiy we had a£led ; and would 
they not have reafon to approve our condiift ? " You veiled 
in us/* they might fay, " the opportunity of annually checking 
the dangerous povirer of the executive branch of the conftitu- 
VoL. III. Y y tion. 
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tioa, by difbandmg its milttarj force ; and we KaTe {uiTen«> 
dered tnat of porttinity into the hands of the Crown, for a time 
limited only by its will. You appointed us the guardians of^ 
die public purfe agatnft the profufion of Govemment i we have 
refigoed that important trud *, and your noneyy to an uoix* 
suited amount, may be expended by the Crown." Could our 
cbnftituents fail t» applaud our fidelity ? If this Bill pafled iff 
its prefent form, fo ^leat a power of money and of men would 
he thereby put into the hands of Government, that the King^ 
need not, if he pleafed, in the next year call any Parliament* 
if he ihould think it proper. He knew this mignt be thought 
an extreme cafe, when the virtues^ the. integrity, and^thc re* 
gard for the conftitution, which his Majeft/s prefent adrifera 
were known fo eminently to poflefs, were taken into confidera* 
tion. It mt|^t be (aid, that though thefe troops were to be 
employed during the war, yet, if any improper ufc were made 
of that power, we might fhew our difapprobation when the 
eftimates of their expcnce came to be laid before the Hoofer 
But what was to be con&dexed an improper ufe of this power ? 
The number was only limited by the pleafure 6f the Crown ^ 
and that Houfe, by the Bill, pledged itfelf to pay the expcnce ^ 
nor could we hereafter, confiftent with the nonour of the 
Houfe, ref ufe ^ and it would, in cafe any perfen was to pro^* 
pofe fuch a thing, be urged as a ftrong, and, he muft fay, a 
fair argument againft the propofition* Mr. Sheridah intreated 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman would confider the import- 
ance of this Bill, and the daneerous cffe(\ it would have on the 
conftitution, and confent to die introdudion of a claufe whidi 
he (hould propofe for limiting its duration to one year. [Tie 




Gentleman would bring in sr fliort Bill' to that eWefk ; for he 
m;a&. very well know that limiting the duration of this Bill 
to a tingle year conld by no means impede the fuccels of his 
rnhjcSt. 

Lord Mulgrave faid, that having been fo particularly called 
mpon by the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, he could not Ct 
filent, and the occa£on muft apologize for his entering at all 
into the 'debate that night. In anfwer to that Hon. Gentleman 
he was obliged to {ay> that though he ufually agreed with his 
•Right Hon. Friends near him^ he certainly was not in their 
«oniidence with refpeA to what had been done at Toulon ; 
what he had done there was merely what he conceived his duty 
-di£tated to him, and what he had laid fince his return, did not 
-proceed fxom any particular confidence rcpofed in him, bi^ 
, * his 
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his Right Hon. Friend, or thofc who had brought fotward the 
tiirculfion of that fubjedi. He repeated what he had faid on » 
ibrmer day refpedling retaliation. With regard to what had 
been faid of the afiair at Tonion, as an experiment, the fuc- 
cefs of which, or difappointment attending the evacuation of 
it, he did not conlider to be of fo much confequence on the 
future . operations of the war, as the Hon. Gentleman hs(d 
dated it to be ; but he begged leave to decline faying any 
thing about the plan or execution of that bufinefs. While he 
had the command of the Britifh troops there, and the French 
« who voluntarily flocked to their ftandard binder the authority 
and invitation of his Majefty^s proclamation, he had always 
confidered the latter entitled in every refpeA to the fame pro* 
te€lion from hint as the Britifh troops could exped, or had a 
right to claim. When Toulon was furrcndercd to the Britift 
forces, the people there were then divided into two parties, 
thofe who a<^ed under the authority of the Convention, and 
exiftifig power in Paris, and the other confided of thofe 
who defired the reftoration of the Condhtitioti of 1789, 
and, above all, were decidedly zealous for the reftoratioA 
of monarchy of fome fort or other. They were nearlv 
equal in power and numbers, and had a fujfficieat forcV 
been there to aid the Idtter, he believed the experiment, a$ 
it had been called, would not have failed of fuccefs; it 
was, however, to be recollected that the force of the French 
was daily increafing to a much greater degree. He would not 
fay that the French army a£ling againft Toulon were united 
in their fentiments ; he believed it to be otherwife, and had 
reafon to entertain that opinion from the number of deferters 
who came in ; many of thcfe were merchants, and other people 
of fome confideration ; and when they ftated that a fpirit of 
fcvolt exifted in the French army, it became natural to afle 
them, " If that is the cafe, why do you not aft with more 
energy ? Why do not thofe who are diHatisBed unite in a body 
and come over to us at once, cither in the night-time or any 
way they find itpradicable ?" The anfwer was, that they were 
fo guarded and watched by fpies, that the two nearcft neigh- 
bours who had been on terms of intimacy and friendihip all 
iheir lives, had no opportunity of communicating their fentl- 
menrs to one another, not from any fufpicions entertained of 
<lifaflreftion to the common caufc, but from a fear that there 
Alight be a want of firmnefs and (leadinefs in their condu^. 
With regard to the evacuation of Toulon, it was not for hira^ 
. whatever knowledge he might poflefs on the fubjeft, to offer 
, any vindication for thofe who had the conduft of that meafure ; 
by prefuming to interfere in their behalf, uuintentionally he 

y y 2 might 
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might injure their caufei and detra£t from their merit : Ho 
could have wiflied that no harfh expreiTions had been ufed re« 
fpe£^ing it, particularly till thofe who were moft concerne4 
were prefenc to account for their condud): ; and he was fure 
the Hon. Gentleman woi^ld be as much hurt as ^ny man could 
be, >vere he to ufe any fuch exprefBons, and aftcrw^irds find 
that they were not merited. Recurring to the fubjeft of reta- 
liation, he was not afraid of any bad cpnfequence arifing from 
what he had dated hi$ opinions to be, and he certainly nevet 
meant to fay, that retaliation was to be ufcd by foldiers with- 
out the% exprcfs command of their officer. With rcfpeft to 
the conduft of the French towards the prifoners they had taken» 
he agreed with the Hon. Gentleman, for he never had heard 
that any of them had been ill ufed ; at the fame time he fhould 
be forry indeed if tlie conclude of the Britiih, uppn a compari- 
fon, had not far furpafled, in humanity and generofity, any 
thing that the French or any other nation could boaft of; and 
that he was warranted in this.^fi^rtion it was only neccflTary 
for him to Itate one instance, to which he begged leave to call 
the particular attention of the Houfe. When they attacked 
that place, which the officer who commanded had done hii^ 
the honour to give his name to (Fort Mulgrave), the French 
had determined to give no quarter, and had a£bed up to that 
cruel and barbarous determination : What was the conduA of 
the Britifh foldiers almod immediately after i A contraft that 
proved the generofity of their national chara£ler, and would 
ever rcfleft upon thpm immortal honour. They were fent ta 
attack a plac^ of ftreogth in Qoriica ; animated and incenfed 
by what had happened at Fort Mulgrave, they were determined 
to give no quarter, and' with this fentiment went to ^he at<< 
tack ; the place was vjgoroufly defended, but at la(l fell to the 
yi^brious arms of the BritiQi foldiers. No fooner were they 
conquerors than the premeditated revenge was converted into 
pity, for the vanquilhed, and inftead oJF giving no quarter, theji 
not only refrained from ill ufing their perfons themfelves, but; 
prevented the ^prficapS) who were enraged by their condufts 
from ill ufing them, and abfolutely were feen knocking dowxi 
their allies to prevent what they generously thought was favage 
• and unmanly condu£l-^— an in (lance of moderation, generofity^ 
and of magnanimity, that had feldop;^ or never beep equalled 
either in ancient or modern times* The Noble Lord not 
wiihing to go into the other parts of the Bill, concluded with 
^ few remarks upon what had fallen from Mr. Sheridan, re-. 
fpe£ling the duration of the Bill, which he thopghc could 
have no effc£t upon the enlifting of the. emigrants*, foir 
though the Mutipy i^ill yr-ifis pafied annually, yet all foldleri 
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'were enlifted for life, and not during the war, or for any fpe-^ 
cified time. 

Mr. Secretary Duhdas rofc tp explain 5 he wi(hed to avoid 
every thing like a difagrcemcnt with the Noble Lord. Upon 
the lubjed of retaliation, what he had meant was, and he be- 
lieved the Noble Lord would agree with him, that reta* 
liation on all occafions was to be ufed only as a difcretionary 
power under the controul of thofe who commanded, and he 
was fully convinced the Noble Lord would in no iituation o£ 
fervice abufe that power. 

Mr, William Smith faid that he muft fay a few words in 
^nimadverlion on fome aflertions that had fallen in the courfe 
of thjp debate. The afperfions on France, on the fcore of Ir- 
religion, would feem as if, under the ancient fyilem, they had 
been a pious and moral people. He begged leave to teU a 
(hort anecdote, for the truth of which he could pledge him-p 
felf. — In the houfe of a Nobleman in France, where a number 
of dignitaries of the church were prefent, religion was brought 
on the table, and it turned out that a ipore unfavoury di(h could 
not have been brought to the table ; for the Biihops to a man 
made it an oY]t(k of ridicule, and a fingle Englifhman who 
happened to be prefent, alone fpoke with refpe« of the Gof- 
pei. The Iriih chaplain of a Peer who was alfo prefent, ad-* 
vanced and embraced him, and aflured him with- tears in his 
^yes, that he was the only Chriilian in company. Of the 
courts of law under the old fyftem in France, the profligacy 
and corruption were fo notorious, as to make it utinecefTary 
for hjm to fay a word : Nothing could be more deplorable nor 
more opprcflive. The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr^ Burke) 
^i^d faid that the great majority of the people under all go* 
vcmments were comparatively miferabh. In his mind this wa^ 
^ moQ: (hocking thing to fay of human governinents, It was 
to fay, that they yrere all inadequate to their end;— but ho 
trufted it was npt true of all. There w?re fon^c governments, 
at lead, in which there was much pofitive happinefs, Tho 
people of Holland, where the population was infinitely greater 
than that of France, had the comforts of life.— The people of 
France under the old government wanted even the neceflaries, 
In regard to the preient ]3ill, he had fufpe£ked that he wa^ 
puilty pf exaggeration when he faid that ioc,ooo men might 
pe brought into the pay of ^his country — no fuch thing z% 
exaggeration ! — he found that there might be even 5oo,oc(^ 
fnen in our pay, and this without any other limit than the du« 
trillion of thf war^ 
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The- queftlon for the third reading of the Bill was put, and 
pafled in the aflBrmativc. The Bill was read a third time, and 
paiTed. 

The Hoofe fat a confidcrablc time after ftrsuigers were ex* 
eluded. We underftand that Mr. Burke brought up the Re- 
port of the Committee appointed to infped the Journals of 
the Houfe of Lords reTpe6ling the progrcfs of the impeach* 
ment of Warren Haflings, Efq. — A motion was made that the 
Report be printed, upon which a debate arofe. -ThcMafief^ 
of the Ro/lsznd Mn Law oppofed the printing — the Chanceilor- 
if the Excheauer^ Mr. Foxy Mr. Secretary Dimdas^ Mr, She^ 
ridan, and otners, were for it ; the motion was at lad agreed to, 
and a fu£Bcient number of copies for the ufe of the Members 
ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned at one o'clock till Monday fe'nnight. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, JprU 28. 

PRUSSIAN TREATY, 

LordGrenville prefented a Meffagc from his Majefty, relative. 
to the treaty entered into between the King ot Pruflia, the 
States General of Holland, and Great Britain, and moved^ 
that the Houfe (hould be fummoned to take the fame into con«* 
fideration on Wednefday the 30th. 

Mr. Hobartj and others, brought up feveral Bills from the. 
Commons, which were read a firft time. 

HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL. 

Their Lordfliips refolved themfelvcs into a Committee upon 
this Bill {Lord Suffolk in the Chair). 

A Claufc was introduced and agreed to, by which any child 
born of Lady Elizabeth Howard after the firft of May- 
1794, was declared incapable of inheriting the ellates of Mr. 
Howard. 

The other Claufcs were agreed to, and the Report ordered 
to be received. 

VOLUNTEER PILL, 

^he Chancellor of the Exchequer brought lip from the Com- 
mons the Bill to enable Volunteers to enter into his Majefty*s 
Service For the internal Defence of the Kingdom, It was read 
a firft time. 

Adjourned, 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, j/pril 2S. 

The Scotch Tobacco Duty Regulation, SwanCba Canal, 
Tewkcfbury Road, and Houghton Inciofure Bills, were read a 
third timCvand pailed« 

A Petition from the Lord Mayor, &c. of London, relative to ^ 
the Watermen's Regulating Bill, was prefented, and referred 
to the Committee on the Bill. 

Tic Speaker tSixtd his Warrant to the Clerk of the Crown, 
for a new Writ to be direded to the City of Bath, for the 
EleAion of a Citizen to fcrve in Parliament in the room of 
of the Rigtt Hon, Lord Bayham^ now Earl Camden, called 
up to the Houfe of Peers. 

KING*S MESSAGE. 
Mr, Secretary pundas brought up a Meflage from the King, 
the fubftance of which was as follows : " That his Majcfty had 
** ordered a Copy of a Treaty, figned on the 1 Sth of this Month 
•* at the Hague, by the Plenipotentiaries of his Britapnic Ma- 
" jefty and thofe of the States General on the one hand, and 
•* by the Plenipotentiaries of the King of Frufiia on the other j 
*' and likewife of a Convention between hisMajefty's Minifters, 
^< and the States General^ to be laid before the Houfe. And hit 
•^ Majeftv, always relying on the fupport of his fahhful Com- 
** mons tor the vigorous profecution of the war, recommend- 
•* ed it to the Houfe to make fuch provifion as to enable hig 
" Majefty to fulfil his engagements, as well as to defray any 
" extraordinary expence which might be incurred, and to 
" take fuch meafures as the exigency of the moment might 
*^ require. 

Mr. Dundas moved, '* That this Meflage might be re- 
^ ferred to a Committee of the whole 'Houfe on Wednefday 
•« the 30th." 

Mr, Curwen fald, it would be important for the Houfe to 
be full on tlic difcufiion of this fubjcft, and therefore he wiflied 
for a Call of the Houfe. He intimated that he fhould brine 
forward a motion for the Call of the Houfe before this bufineS 
Ihould be difcufied. 

. Mr. Fox thought the enfuing Wcdnefday much too early a? 
day for the difcufiion of this bufmefs. It would be impoffible 
before that time for the Houfe to be acquainted with the pa- 
j>crs to which the Meflage refen*ed. It was neceflary, above 
all, that the Houfe fhould, for fome time previous to the dif- 
cufiion of the fubjeci, knew fomething or the extent of the 
engagements to which the Mcffage referred : For thefc rcafons 

he; 
6 



$5t WOODf ALL'S PARUAUBNTA&t ll£t»QRTd. [CemotAi 

he lliould mov€ that Monday^ the 5th of May^ be appointed iit- 
ftcad of Wcdncfday. 

Tti Chancellor of the Exchequer obferved, that the Houfe ha<< 
bef n forf)etime ago previoufly informed, that fomething of this 
nature was to come under their confideration, and therefore 
no perfon could be farprifed by it» for the point was not ia 
faft new. With regard to the Call of the Hotife, he did not 
believe it would be ncccffary on this dccafion. He faw nd 
reafon for the propofed delay at prefent. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, the neceffity fof the Call of the Houfe 
might appear when the fubjcA came under difcuflion. A^^at 
he chiefly wanted at prefent to know, was the quantum of fub- 
fidy to be given to the King of Pruffia, and this could hardly 
be known by the Houfe within the time limited for the dif- 
cuflion» unlefs the miniftcr gave the fubftance of the engage-* 
ments of the Treaty then> for they could hardly be in the lundt 
of the Members by Wcdncfday. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, it would be much 
more regular for the Houfe to perufe the papers themfelves, 
which would be ready that night, or the next morning, than to 
take the outlines of their contents from any ftatement froni 

Mr. Seeretary Dundas then brought up Copies of the 
Treaties alluded to in the King's Meflage^ the titles of whick 
were read : They were dated at the Hague, 19th of Apiil 
1794. 

Mr. Sheridan faid» that if the minifter did not chufe t6 
ftate the fubftance of the Treaties, he (hould move that the 
whole of them fhould be read ; the minifter iliould judge 
whether it was worth his while to fave tlie time of the Houfi& 
or not. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he had no objefkion to 
ftate the account of his Majcfty's engagement on the part of 
this country, with his Majefty the King of PruSa. The King 
of Prulha engaged to bring into the field in all 62,000 mcni 
or a little more, to be employed according to military rcgula- 
tions. This number included his PrufEan Majcfty's contin- 
gent, which he was to fupply towards the war, without thit 
lubfidizihg treaty ; that contingent amounted to about y>^ooQ. 
The confideration for this was, that the King of Prufiia was to 
receive 5o,oooL fterling per months befxdes which he was to 
receive for forage, &c. for 62,000 men, ioo,oool. per montb^ 
&c. the fum 01300,000!. on putting his troops in motion, 
and ioO|00ol. on their return; fo that the whole expence on 
this country would amount for one year, under this treaty, to 

lySoOjOooi. 
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i,^o,aooiror thereabouts; and for the I'endaining patVof the 
prefent year, fuppofing the war to continue to that period, the 
cxpence would be about 1,350,000!. *Of this fum the States 
General were to repay to Great Brit2iin the fum of 40o,oooK 

TESTS. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that, on account of the unavoidable ab- 
fence of feme Gentlemen who wifhed to take a fliare in the 
difcunfion, he (liould poftpone the motion he gave notice of 
making the next day, relative toTefts to be given to Catholics: 
He fhould make it the firft open day. 

ELECTION BILL. 
On reading the Order of the Day, for the recommitment of 
the Bill for further preventing delays at the Elcftion of Mem- 
bers to ferve in Parliament, 

Mr, Fox pointed out the impropriety of continuing to ad- 
minifter, on fuch occafions, the oath which was called the iong 
oath : He therefore moved that it fliould be left out, which was 
agreed to ; and it pafled through the ufual form, and the Re- 
' port was ordered to be received* 

ABERDEEN POLICE BILL. 

Mr, Sheridan moved for the remaining Ordetfs of the Day 
being read ; on which the order for Counfel to be heard od 
the Report of the Aberdeen Police Bill was read by the 
Clerk. 

Mt, Sheridan faid, if Gentlemen had given thit attention 
to this cafe which it merited, it would appear to be one of tht 
mod daring meafures, that ever was brought forward in Par^^ 
liament. It was contrary to the opinions and feelings of many 
thoufands, who were to be afFeftedby itj and it appeared to- 
tally unnecefTary ; for there were funds in the management of 
the Town Council ample and abundant for every purpofc pro- 
pofed by the Bill. He could not conceive it proper, therefore^ 
that a budnefs of fuch deep importance, and afFe£ting the in- 
terefts of fo many thoufands, (hould be brought forward in fo 
thin a Houfe. 

Sir Thomas Dttndas faid, the cafe was one of a very extra-» 
ordinary nature indeed. There were ample funds for every 
purpofe required •, and the Town Council of Aberdeen, in pof- 
ieflion of thefe funds, ought certainly to have furnifhed from 
the public revenue of the Burgh, long ere now, thofe very ar- 
ticles for which they now demanded a tax from the inhabitants 
by authority of Parliament. 

Mr, Allardyce contended for the propriety of the Bill } and 
faid, if fuch oppofition was given to it, he would move to 

Vol, III; Zz have 
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hare the Order of the Houfc^ for being heard by Counfel, da£- 
charged. 

Colonel Maeleod iaid, the bufineft appeared to him to be erf* 
too deep importance to be brought forward in a thin Hoole. 
He imagined the number prefent was not fuch as to joftify pro* 
ceeding in it, conformable to the rules of the Houfc \ and 
there being only twenty-one' Members prefent, the Houfc of 
neceility feparated* 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday^ April 29. 

HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL. 

The Bill, with fercral Amendments, was reported, and, 
on the Duki ofNorfilk\ moving that it be read a third time. 

The Duke of .Bedford^ after ftating that this was a cafe en- 
titled to extraordinary induleence on the part of the lady, 
amd well known to their LordOiips, moved as an Amendment, 
that the fum of 7000I. fliould be paid to Lady Bellafyfe; and 
if this was carried, he meant to propofe a further provifion for 
the Lady. 

The Duke of Norfolk thought this a fevere tax on the party in- 
jured, but be had no obje£lton to it, provided Mr. Howard was 
tp be reimburfed for the expences ot the trial, and other debts 
incurred by Lady Bellafyfe. 

The Duke of Bedfori objcaed to this, as it would, in faft, 
fwallpw up the whole of the provifion to which this Amend- 
ment went. 

After a defultory converfation, the queftion was put : 
Contents^ iot the Duke of Bedford's motion, 15 . 
Non^Contents - - - - 3 

The Duke of Bedford propofed that an annuity of 250I. per 
annum fliould be allowed to. the lady, during the joint lives of 
her and Mr. Howard, which he calculated to be wortti about 
2000I. or ajooL and this, added to the 7000I. would leave 
to Mr. Howard 2700I out of the i2,oool. he received as 
the Lady's fortune, towards defraying the expences of the 
trial, &c. 

The Duke of Norfolk divided the Houfc on this queftion, 
•when there appeared, 

• For the motion Ij 

Agmnft it 3 



Majority i a 
Adjourned. 



HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, -^n7 29. 
The Sunday Bill was read a third time, and pafied. 
Agreed to the Lords Amendments in the A{hby-de-la*Zottck 
Canal BiU. 

TRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS. 

Mr. Burh adverted to fome alterations which it would be 
necefTary to make in the Report of the Committee appointed 
to inquire into the caufes of the delay of the trial of Mr« 
Mailings^ and moved that the order for printing the Report 
be difcharged; which | after feveral obfervations were made by 
Mr, Law^ fome of which were again ft the delay, as he con- 
ceived, occafioned by the Managers, and a few words from the 
Chair, on the poirtt of order) was agreed to. 

Mr. Burhe then moved that the Report be recommitted. 

This motion was oppofed by Mr. Lanv^ Mr. C^x, Mr. Jen- 
Iwfon^ and others, and fupported by the Chancellor df the Bfr^ 
fiequfTj Mr. Francis^ and Mr. Sbcridafu 

The Houfe divided. 

For the motion 52 

Againft it 20 

Majority 32 
PRUSSIAN SUBSIDY. 

Mr. Curvoen called the attention of the Houfe to the ip0- 

Kofition of which he had given notice, and (hould have the 
onour to make ; the magnitude of the fubje£b was fuch, he faid, 
as demanded ferious confideration, and mould not be hurried 
forward in an extraordinary manner. It was incumbent on the 
Houfe to give it that difcuflion which fo important a queftion 
feemed to require, and not to delegate their duties into the 
hands of minifters, and^ by an unbounded confidence, permit 
them to be the fole judges of what ezpences were neceflary, 
and what were fit and proper objefts of expence. This con« 
du£l he never wiihed to fee put in pra£tice : His fole objefk 
Sit the prefent, Mr. Curwen faid, was to obtain, if poflfible, the 
cool and difpaflionate judgment of the country upon the fub-p 
jc£l of the treaty with Pruflia, and its eflFeft.^ Heretofore, the 
country had been led by paffion and prejudice ; the condu£b of 
minifters had tended to raife a ferment in the nation, andy 
under cover of that ferment and agitation, to introduce mea-f 
fures to which the better reafon of the people, exercifed in 
their cooler moments, would never have given their confent \ 
they ftiU endeavoured to keep up this ferment, and prevent, 
if ppfiible, the exercife of cool reafon, and uninnpallioned judg*? 

Z z a menu 
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inent. The fum of money to be paid to Pruffia on the prefent 
occafion was not the great point to be confidered i the change 
of the objeft of the war and the principles on which we iq 
future were to contend, were matters of more fcrious and alarm- 
ing confideration. Though our expences were become enor- 
linous, we had already voted the immenfe fum of eleven mil-' 
lions ; the amount of the prefent fubfidy was i,8oo,oool. ; by 
the French Emigrant Corps Bill we had given a fort of general 
credit, which might be fairly calculated at two millions, and 
the vote or credit for two millions, made in the whole fix mil-f 
lions, to be added in the prefent year to the former enor- 
mous loan. If we continued to go on in this way, placing 
an unlimited confidence in minifters, fufFering them to incur 
cxpence without inquiry, it was impoffiblc to fay what would 
be the event; and upon this principle of afting, incurring 
iinexpefted"and unfcrefeen expences, the prefent war muftbc 
more ruinous than even the unfortunate American warj 
for the enormity of the burden to be impofed never fairly met 
the public eye, but was by degrees accumulated till it would 
Anally become infupportable. The now generally avowed ob- 
^ jeft of the war was, for the purpofe of interfering in the in- 
ternal government of France. Mr. Curwcn faid, he fincerely 
deprecated wars of every defcription, but a war for fuch an 
objeft as that above all others ; and he was fully convinced,^ 
that if the country had known at firft that fuch were the prin- 
ciples upon which we were to fight, that they never would 
have engaged in fo difgraceful a conteft. That matters of 
fuch fcrious importance might receive a fair and ample confi- 
deration, that the whole body of the Reprcfentatives of the 
People might be prefent, many of whom could know nothing 
of thefe proceedings, and who it was impoflible could have 
been in town to attend their duty time enough, from the no- 
tice which had been given of the fubjeft, he only begged 
the (hort delay of one fortnight, which was not likely to very 
much impede the meafures of the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
He admitted that he promifed to give his unequivocal fup- 
port to the war j but as its o©je£V was no longer what it was at 
firft ftated to be, he claimed a right of retraftion, and de- 
clared that he fhould oppofe the continuance of the war upon 
the principles and for the objects at prefent avowed, in every 
way which lay in his power. If the war continued to be 
what it was at firft pretended to be, to refent an aggreffion, 
And obtain fecurity for ourfelves and our ally, Holland, and 
Indemnity (though the latter part he ftiould willingly forego, 
as he confidered the bleffings of peace would be the bcft in-- 
demaity for the country to have in its prefent fituation), he 

Ihould 
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fliould certainly feel himfelf boun<I to give his fupport to the 
war ; but that was no longer the cafe. Had we» by our con- 
dudl, during this war, made ourfelves a fingle friend? Had we 
not, on the contrary, by our treatment of America, and other 
neutral powers, made them our implacable enemies ? Had not 
our conduct to thofe powers been aif open and grofs violation 
of every law of nations, and an eternal difgrace to the Britifli 
name ? Was it poffible we could hope for fuccefs frcm the 
alliance we had made ? The views of Pruffia and Auftria for 
entering into the war, were avowedly the re-eftablifliment of 
the ancient government of France, and the deftruftion of the 
prefent ruling powers of that country ; they would not even 
agree to the acceptation of the conftitution of 1789. We 
went upon objefts totally different : Where there was no 
unifon, there could be no fuccefs j for what might fatjsfy us, 
would by no means content them. In the whole conduft of 
this bufinefs, Mr. Curwen faid, he could not but admire the 
Right Hon. Gentleman*s policy, though he fincerely regretted 
its effe6ts, as it had involved us in a war in which the country 
would never have engaged, if it had been fairly reprcfented 
to them, as likely to incur an expence which they would not 
fubmit to, if calculated fairly in the firft inftance. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman was the firft minifter who ever thought that 
great additional burdens were the moft likely means to re- 
move difcontent; in that opinion, at leaft, he believed he was 
fingle. The obje£k of the prefent motion was not intended 
to impede the operations of Government, but to draw the 
ferious attention of the country to a fubje£l which in his mind 
appeared to be of the utmoft importance. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman, indeed, pofTeiTed one merit in this bufinefs ; he had 
outftripped even rumour, in the magnitude of the expence 
which this meafure was to coft ; he had never heard thofe 
that calculated the moft extravagantly, fpeak of more than 13 
or 14,800,0001. and thofe who were more entitled to credit, 
their calculation being founded more in reafon and modera- 
tation, fpoke of only 700,0001. but it was to be i ,8oo,oool. The 
magnitude of this expence, unconnefted with every other cir- 
cumftance, deferved ferious attention, and required that there 
iOiould be fomc notice given of it. For thefe feveral reafons 
Mr. Curwen faid, he moved that the Houfe be called over to 
confider this fubjeft that day fortnight. 

[There was a cry of ^iejlion I ^uejllon /] 

My, Sheridan faid, it was not his intention to trouble the 
Houfe much at length on the prefent fubjeft. If it was pof- 
fible that the Gentlemen on the other fide would fufFer the 
queftion to be put without explaining any caufe of their dif* 

fcnt. 
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fent, or upon what grounds they fo far difapprovcd of the pre* 
fcm motion, as to think a Call of the Houfe unneceffary, he 
^id fuppofe that it was not their intention to oppofe it, but that 
irhey meant to conform to the old proverb, ^^Jilence gives coti^ 
fini :** If that fliould not be the cafe, he trufted that thcv 
would indulge the Houfe, by ftating the reafona upon whicn 
they objecled to the motion. 

Gemrai Smith hid^ that an explanation was unneceffary, as 
the ma\ter fully explained itfelf ; the treaty was entered into, 
. and the money to be paid* 

Mr, Whltbread faid, he could not fufEciently exprefs his difr 
approbation of tli'^ fuUen filence obferved on the prefent oc- 
cafion, which, in his opinion, was one that demanded a few words 
at lead, in explanation of the grounds upon which they in- 
temkd to oppofe the motbn* On a former night, when he 
was not in that Houfe, as he was informed, it was faid that it 
was not a new fubjcft, and that the Houfe had feveral times an 
intimation of fuch a proje£t being upon the carpet^ for his 
part, though he attended his duty in that Houfe very conftantly, 
lie knew nothing of the fubje A, nor had any intimation of it 
whatever ; but, on the contrary, from the behaviour and con- 
dud of the Right Hon. Gentleman, when queftions were 
prcffcd upon him concerning it, he had every reafon to believe 
that no fuch fubfidy was intended. The condu£t of minifters 
on the prefent occafion was, in his opinion, highly indc- 
^corous, infulcing to the Houfe, and infulting to the People, 
that when a queflion of fuch infinite importance was brought 
forward, they refufcd to grant time for due confideration, and 
tlfo denied to affign any reafon for fuch refufal. It was a thing 
irapoflible for them (the Oppofttion) to withftand the torrent, for 
that Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
commanded the Houfe as he pleafed. ^Agemral cryofOrder.\ 
Mr. Whitbread repeated his words. 

Coloml Stanley faid, that he could not (it flill under the im- 
putation of being, as a Member of that Houfe, under the com- 
mand of any man ; and if the Hon. Member per&fted in his 
words, he (hould move to have thcqi taken down. 

27ftf Speaker. " The Right Hon. Gentleman muft be 
convinced of the impropriety of the words he has ufed, if he 
fpoke them as the Houfe muft have underftood them, viz. that 
the Members of this Houfe are under the command of any 
perfon whatever, or influenced in their condu£l by any improper 
motives." 

I Mr. Wkithread refumcd his fpecch and faid, he bowed with 
fubmiflion to every thing which came from the Chair, the 
ipore qfpecially when fo ably and fo impartially filled as it 

was 
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was at prefent. He had fakly that it was impoffible to with- 
(land the torrent of opinions of Gentlemen on the other iid6 
of the Houfcy which the Rigl^t Hon. Gentleman could com* 
mand : Not by means of any improper influence, he did not 
pretend to fay, but by the powers of perfuafion. He con- 
ceived that he only had difcharged his duly as a Member of 
that Houfe, and a Reprefentative of the People, by entering 
his proteft againft fuch indecent precipitation, in a matter of 
fuch importance. *The Houfe was called upon to aifid the 
King of Pruilia, and the fuccefs of that afTiftance was much to 
be doubted. That Prince mounted the throne of Pruflia with a 
full treafury ; he had exhaufted that in the prefent war, and now 
called upon us to repleniih it with Briti(h gold. Mr. Whit- 
bread faid, he confefled the refources of die country to be 
great ; but though great, they were not inexhauftible i like 
every other human wing, they were finite ; and though exten- 
Cvc they might be, as doubtlets they were, yet, if we continued 
to purfue, in fo lavifh a manner, fo dedruflive an object, thejt 
muft inevitably fail. He befceched Gentlemen to confider 
well the importance of the fubje£l, and grant fome ihortpaufe 
to the public mind for refle(%ioa, 

Mr. Sheridan rofe again. ( A cry of fpoke ! fpohe i ) In an- 
fwer to the cry, he faid, he hoped Gentlemen would not be fo 
ftri£k as to prevent him from troubling them a very {horttime* 
on account of the few words he faid before, which he was 
fure could not be confidered as a fpeech, being merely a hint 
to the candour of the minifter. It was not, Mr. Sheridan 
faid, his intention to trouble them very long, and he therefore 
claimed their indulgence : And befides, as Gentlemen were de- 
termined to remain filent on the other fide, they could the 
better tolerate a few obfervations from that. The expreflion 
which had fallen from his Hon. Friend (Mr. Whitbread) was 
not altogether orderly, he confefTed ; at the fame time, he wa» 
certain no man knew better what Parliamentary etiquette was 
than he did. He was well convinced that no fuch thing as 
corrupt influence of any kind operated on the opinion of any 
Member of that Houfe. It was by no means furpriiing, that 
when thofc great abilities which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
• poilefled in fo eminent a degree, were exerted, in a florid ora- 
tion^ or a laborious argument, that the torrent of his eloquence 
ihould fwcep away with it a large majority, and the more efpe- 
cially, as he never had reafon, eloquence, or argument, to com- 
bat his powers. That his eloquence fliould be attended with 
fuch extraordinary efFefts was not furprifingj but it was. a 
matter of fome wonder that his fiiencc ihould operate a. molt 
as^powerfully. For it was undeniable that his poweis were 

no; 
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not confined to the utterance of words merely, he had a dumb 
as well as oral eloquence, of which he had given a capital fpe«* 
cimcn that night, for he had convinced them aU at once by his 
lilence ; it was but juft putting it in motion, and inftantly his 
friends became affetled by the charm, and they all nodded 
dumb diflent to the motion like htmfelf. This dumb elo* 
quence certainly carried with it fome ground of fufpicion^ 
that what had fallen unintentionally from his Hon. Friend 
was not wholly unfounded. [Here a cryofOrder,^ Really 
Gentlemen feemed fo tenacious of order and decorum, Mr« 
Sheridan faid, that there was a ncccffity for every circumfpec* 
tion ; though he did not conceive he had uttered any thing 
dtforderly. But was the miniiter quite fure that fome might 
not mifunderftand him ? Perhaps they might underftand his 
conduct according to the proverb, Silence gives confent, and 
under that idea might vote for the motion. Thefe dumb votes 
might bring him into a dilemma, efpecially as he had yefterday 
defired that this motion fhould not be made, but Ihould be de* 
ferred to that day. It was known how long and how well the 
Right Hon. Gentleman could declaim, he begged pardon,-*- 
argue, on any topic, without the lead time to confider of his 
fubje£t, but it was odd that he fliould have required fo much 
time to prepare himfelf for holding his tongue. He did not 
think that it could be the Right Hon. Gentleman's intention 
to oppofe the prefent queftion ; for if he did divide the Houfo 
upon it, he fancied that he would find himfelf but very thinly 
attended ; and many of thofc independent Gentlemen who 
mud feel the neccfTity of fome explanation, and the propriety 
of time for a paufc and confideration on a fubjeft of fuch infi- 
nite importance, would not be convinced by his filcncc alone of 
the propriety of his conduct. It alfo feemed fomewhat fur- 
prifing that the example of his filence had fuch an univerfal 
influence upon all the Gentlemen on that fide of the Houfe^ 
that not a fingle man of them would fay one word, or conde« 
fccnd to aflTign any motive for the opinion he had formed; and 
the Right Hon. Gentleman himfelf, who was fo forward to 
fpeak on the former night when his Hon. Friend (Mr. Cur- 
wen) propofcd this call of the Houfe, thought it prudent to be 
filcnt that night. In his opinion it required fome time to con- 
fider the queftion,and he begged 24 hours. Did the Right Hon. 
Gentleman require 24 hours to ftudy to fay nothing, or to dif- 
cover the propriety of treating the Houfe with haughty filence? 
He hoped he was in order. 

Sir. George Yor.ge faid, that when he called Order, he did not 
allude to any thing that the Hon. Member had faid, but that 
he had at the moment heard a noife in the gallery. 

^ ^ Mr, 
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Mr. Sheridan begged the Hon. Baronet to remember, tha^ 
lie could not fee or hear any perfon in the gallery, that it was 
quite empty, and no ftranger could be there ; and he was very 
happy that none of his conftituents were prefent to obferve the 
difgraceful condu£l of the Houfe that night, and that it was 
not therefore likely to be publiflied to the world *, as for his 
part, he Oiould make it his ftudy to prevent the (hameful fecret 
from tranfpiring as far as was in his power. By this treaty thcf 
objed of the war appeared to be entirely changed : The King 
of Pruflia, who, it had been dated by an Hon. Member, was 
engaged in a purely defen(ive war, no longer remains a princi- 
pal in the war ; he now merely hired fome troops, and fur« 
nifhed others, in conformity with the terms of fubfiiling trea- 
ties between him and this country and Holland. We at pre-« 
fent avowed ourfelves engaged for the re-eftabii(hment of the 
monarchy of France \ and the whole object being changed, he 
felt himfelf at liberty to withdraw his promtfed fupport \ anct 
had no difficulty in faying^ that he fliould refufe it, except in 
the cafe of inva(ion, or fuch circumftances as called upoit 
every man to ftand forward in the defence of his country. He 
now repeated what he.faid at a former period, that any minilter 
ought to be impeached, and lofe his head, who (bouid fpill the 
blood of his countrymen, or expend the treafure of the nation, 
to reftore the ancient defpotifm of France. We were likely 
alfo to have a new tie upon us for continuing in the war, as he 
underftood from pretty good authority, that there was at that 
time a large loan negociating for the Emperor in this country. 
With refpe6l to the prefent treaty, it was worthy of notice, the 
regard the minifters bf Holland pay their countrymen \ they 
abfolutely refufe to pledge them, for more than a fingle yearsr 
whilft our minifters, on the other hand, confent on the part 
of England, to the payment of i,8oo,gooL annually during 
the war, 4oo,oooL of which we are to get from the Dutch as 
well as we can. They have not felt it incumbent on them to 
pay any refped to the Commons of Great Britain, or to th^ 
wifhes of their country, but have wantonly pledged us for the 
payment of a large fum of money, the whole of which will 
probably fall on us after the expiration of the firft year. It is 
neither policy nor wifdom in the Right Hon. Gentleman, to 
treat with fo much inattention the Commons, and by that 
means to render .them infignificant in the ^ycs of the People, 
cfpecially as he oppofes every propofition made for a reform 
iri the reprefentation, and denies its necefTity. The whole of 
his condu£t, during the prefent feflion, had gone to render the 
Reprefentation contemptible, and on no occafion more than 
the prefent. Mr. Sheridan faid, lie took that opportunity of 

Vol. UL 3 A warning 
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warning him of the bad confequcncc and impolicy of rc'^ufi -g 
difcufTion and explanation when called for, by ihr i iiport* 
ancf^ rlie ma^itude, and confequences of any fubjcc). If he 
refuted to difcufs it there, the People would thcml'eives difcufs 
it elfewhere \ and he could not condemn them if they did fo. 

Mr. Jf . Robinfin fpoke a tew words. 

Mr. Taylor faid, thecondud of the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had on that night done what it was not accuftomed to do, 
given him much fatisfa£Hon, becaufe it would tend to cpea 
die eyes of the People, and undeceive them in fonK degree. 
Nothing could more effe&ually open their eyes than paying 
i,8oo,oool in hard caib, and theminifter refufing time to con- 
fider the propriety of it, without ai&gning a reafon for fo 
doinjr. 

Mr. Francis ezprefled his fenfe of the improper and inde* 
cent conduct of minifters, and declared he felt himfelf no 
longer bound to fupport them in the profecution of the war. 

Mr^ Curwen faid. he thanked the Right Hon. Gentleman 
for his conduct, which he did not feel, as it was intended, a 
mark of difrefpe£k to him, becaufe the country, and the people 
at large, would judge whether the mc4on was, or was not, 
important enough to call for feme fort of reply or explanation 
from minifters. The pleafing confcioufnefs of having dif- 
charged his duty to himfelf and his country, was to him an 
abundatlt reward. He felt the magnitude and importance of 
the fubje£i, and had endeavoured, as far as ky in his power^ 
to call the public attention thereto. 

Mr. Hatr'ifin exprefied his difapprobation of the behaviour 
of minifters } and declared he felt himfelf, the objed and 
principle of the war being altogether changed, freed from an]^ 
promife he had given to fupport the war. 

The queftion was then put, and the Houfe dividedi 
Ayes -i- 19 

Nq$s — 98 



Adjourned. 



Majority 79 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, April 30. 

INSOLVENT DEBTORS. 
Lord Abingdon. '^ I have in my hand a petition, which, cti^ 
cumftanced as the fubje£t matter of it pow is, it is with much 
fatisfa£tion to myfelf that I ridi to prefent it to the Houfe. 

Your 
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Tour Lotdfliips may recoUediy that when this bufinefs was 
brought forward by a NoUe Lord (who, employed in the fer* 
Vke of his country! is not now in his place.) » although I then 
presented a petition fimilar to this from the debtors confined 
in the Oxfonigaol>I fpoke againft the meafore^ and refied 
my objedions to it on two grounds. 

" The firft ground was^ that it Mfas a cafe that required fuch 
an infinite degree of .profeflional knowledge in the law to de* 
telope» that however much I might refpe^ the abilities of the 
Koble Mover of the queftion, until I fhould fee the Learned 
Lord on the woolfack, with the reft of the Law Lords of the 
Houfcy calling for the affiftance of the Judges, and all united 
in making fo great an alteration in the laws and cuftoms, nay^ 
in the very conftitution of the country, I could aflcnt to no- 
proceeding difierent in defcription from this* Bat what noxiT 
IS the cafe ? It is, that the very proceeding which I then took 
the liberty of fuggefting to your Lordbips^ and which I 
thought the nature of the cafe called for and required, is noWf 
an every particular, carried into effed. That is, it is a pro* 
ceeding (as we find by a Bill on your Lordlhips^ table) adopted 
by the Learned Lord on the woolfack, faid to be fan^ioned 
by the other Law Lords of the Uoufe, and confirmed by the 
affiftance had from the Judges of the land. It is that cafe^ 
therefore, that my judgment and opinion muft neceflarily g& 
along with and fupport. 

*' The other objeftion which I had to the mcafure was this: 
That the fault did not fo much lie, and 9f courfe the remedy 
was not fo much to be looked for, in the lawy as with the 
lawyers % meaning to fay now, as t did then, not wich thofp^' 
who deferve this refpe£table name, but with thofe licenfed rob^ 
hers, thofe legalized ptckpockets^ the pettifogging qui turn attor^ 
nies of this country, who, in the malverfation and perverfion 
of the law, are its fcandal and difgrace. 

*^ And here too, my Lords, to my great gratification, do I find» 
that this o|her obje£tion of mine is in fome degree obviated, 
by being in the way at leaft of removal ; the Legiflature hav* 
ing, in their wifdom, thought fit, during the prefent feflion of 
Parliament, to take this matter into their confideration, and to 
bring thefe common difturberA of the peace of mankind, theft invad*^ 
ers of the liberty and property of the peopU^ and, in (hort, theji 
fcourges rfthe country, under their notice and eye. They have 
fet a mark upon them ; they have faid, 

*« Hie niger eft, hunc tu, Romane, caveto j" 

and fo far they have done well \ but this is but the very be* 
jinning and outwork of the fiege, that HHift be. carried on 

3 A a againft 
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againft a body of profeffional fwindtersy fo coated in the ar- 
mory, and intrenched up to the chin, a8 they arc, in the crookdE 
ways and defiles of the law ; the law mtt/l become their mafhr^ 
and net they the maftersof the law. And as, in the doing of 
this, my own fituation (for *' enpirio eruk RoberiJ* ) broufrht 
forward by myfelf, and perhaps fliortly too, may famifli, both 
in precept and example, the means, in order to the end of fo 
much public utility ; fo, for the prefent, I ihall here content 
myfelf only with moving that this petition be now prefeoced.*' 
Petition received* 

COMPLAINTS AGAINST ONE Of THE MANAGERS ON MR. 
HASTiNGS*S TRIAL. 

Earl Stanhope^ referring to a convcrfation that had taken 
place the day before, relative to fomc expreflions ufed by Mr. 
Burke in the trial of Mr. Haftings, and which were bj his 
Lordfhip fuppofcd to convey a refleftion uoon the integrity of 
the Judges, faid that he had fince been refle£ling a good deal 
with himfelf upon the fubjedi ; and, after full confideration^ 
his Lordftiip declared he thought it his duty to fubmtt to the 
Houfe a motion on the fubjeS. As a general propoGtion it 
cotild not be difputed to be of the utmoft confequence in every 
country, that the chara<iers of the Judges fhould be prcfcrved 
pure and iifimaculate. If therefore the Court of Jufttciary in 
Scotland, or if the Judges of this country, were accufed of tn« 
juftice or corruption, it was certainly proper that the charge 
fliould be fully inveftigated, that, if it was juft, the Judges 
might be- removed, oi, ifunjuft, that the calumniators might 
be puniftied, and the characters of the Judges vindicated. 
The prefent cafe was fo ftrorig, that his Lordfliip chofe to put 
it hypothetically. Suppofe a perfon in a numerous aficmbly to 
have faid that a branch of the Ganges had flowed into the. 
Thames, and polluted the current of juftice in this country» 
ought fuch words, if ufed by any perfon, ftill more by a 
Manager of the Houfe of Commons in his public charafter, to* 
pafs unnoticed ? If they did, the people muft conclude eithet 
that the Judges of this country were corrupted, or that they 
might be calumniated with impunity; and in either cafe, 
their characters and dignity as Judges muft be lefiened 
in the eye of the Public. His Lordfhip concluded with moving, 
•• That the fliort-hand writers employed at the Trial of Mr. 
*• Haftings be dircfted to attend at the Bar of the Houfe to« 
•' morrow, and bring along with them the Minutes of the 
** Proceedings of Tucfday the 29th inftant/' 

Thi Earl of Caernarvon obferved, that the propoGtion made by 
the Noble E^l was certainly in every way irregular^ for he ftated 
what he calls a fuppofed cafe, and deiired an inquiry at your 

Bar 
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Bar into its truth; he did not even charge the fad (which be 
fuppofes) to have really pafiTed ; but if any fuch words had 
given offence to the Noble Earl's lively fenfe of propriety and 
decency, he fliould have taken notice of them at the time whea 
they were uttered ; and when the Court were recently im- 
prefTed with their effcGtf and they would have admitted a clear 
explanation. Me is culpable, and the Court are culpable for 
hating heard them (if they were uttered as ftated) and re- 
mained indifferent at the moment ; but that filonce proves that 
the NoUe £arl was miftaken, and that his fubfequent reflexion 
is not fo corred as his inilant apprehenfion : The Noble Earl, 
however, remembered perfeftly words fimilar to thofe cited 
to have been ufcd by the Hon. Manager, in a fenfe very dif- 
ferent from that which the Noble Earl puts upon them ; the 
Hon. Manager had cited the opinion of the Judges folemnly 
given in the Earl of Strafford's cafe ; the counfel had treated 
that opinion as the refult of fear, and added alfo, that, even if 
it had been law, it was antiquated law, which ought not 
to have weight in thefe times ; that the Court of Parliament of 
this day fhould be decided by the modern pradice of the courts 
of law, which they declared to be in oppofition to that prece* 
dent : The Hon. Manager certainly had a right to fuppofe 
that the opinion of the twelve Judges in Lord Strafford's cafe 
was found law, and that what was then found law con- 
tinued ; the law now, as it had received no legi dative change, 
no modern opinion of judges, had reprobated the opinion 
^ited} he therefore ufed fome words fimila^ to thofe cited 
argumentatively againft the reafoning of the counfel, and they 
/do not convey the flighteft charge againft the Judges of this 
day, who have in fzA given no opinion on the fubjed. He 
alked, how that, which was then law, had been altered when 
this charge had happened ? He had juft before obferved, that 
Mr. Haflings's Counfel had> at the Bar of an Englifh judica- 
ture, defended himfelf againft imputed crimes, by claiming 
the fan£lion of Indian cuftom and Afiatic tyranny ; that they 
now denied the durability of the recorded law of Parliament, 
and afferted fome unheard-of change, and giving loofe to I;iis 
imagination he faid words fimilar to thofe cited, viz. Has a 
branch of the Ganges come into the Thames, and polluted its 
ancient ftreams ? The Noble. Earl's notes may ferve his me- 
mory : I am confident that the words were applied in the fenfe 
I have ftated them ; the courfe of the argument led to it ; and 
nothing led to a poflible cenfure of the prefent Judges : But 
-the proceeding of the Noble Earl was highly irregular ; he 
fubmits, fitting as a judge to the words, which muft have given 
him more offence at the moment tlian two days after, to pnfs 

unob- 
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vnobferred in the face of a large audiencei and now charges 
the Hon. Manager, in his abfence, before peribnst many of 
whom did not hear the words. 

LorJ Kenyan faid, he conceived the propriety of the motion, 
thoQffh he was neither mafter of the form thatihould be ufed^ 
nor did he know whether the words pafled or not, but he took 
them on the credit of the Noble Earl. He declared he had no 
communication with the Noble Peer who brouf^ht forward the 
motion, but he could hot aroid taking notice of the di&rence 
between the accounts ftated by the two Noble Lords and he 
was fure that the Judges ought not to be cenfured by a fide- 
wind. If they were guilty of any breach of integrity, let the 
charge be brought forward, and if it could be made out and 
fubftantiated, let the Judges be puniihed. The two Noble 
Earls having difiered as to the words in queftion, was to him 
a fufficienc reafon to have the matter inquired into. 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and lamented that his 
Noble and Learned Friend had not been prefent in Weftmin- 
ller-hall to have heard what pafTed upon the ful)je£l referred 
to, becaufe if that had been the cafe, or if his Noble and 
Learned Friend had done him the honour to communicate 
with him, he was fure he would have been faved from that 

Krturbation of mind, which he was forry to fee him manifeft. 
the courfe of the Trial the preceding day, a great deal of 
irrelevant and collateral matter had been adverted to; he 
owned that he had not given the mod minute attention to the 
whole of what was faid,. but he had fo far attended, as to be 
a competent mafter of the general fcope and tendency of what 
pafTed ; and he hoped that the habits he had fo long lived in 
with the Judges, and the refpef^ and regard which it was na- 
tural for brotherly-love and fellow-feeling to generate, were 
alone proofs fufficient co render it impoflible for him to hear 
any attack made upon the chara£lers of the Judges without re- 
pelling it. With regard to the motion itfelf, he felt ftrong 
grounds of objection to it. In the firft place it was to be 
recolle£led, that the fallibility of memory was fuch, that a 
perfon's loofely ftating that fuch and fuch words were ufed oa 
a former occafion, was not authority enough to proceed upon ; 
and if his own ear was corredl, the words quoted by the Noble 
Earl that day, were not the fame, nor like the fame, as thofe 
quoted by him the preceding day. With regard to the fliort* 
hand writers, let their Lordihips recolle£l that the Houfe did 
not mean to print the fpeeches wf the Managers, and therefom 
what they had taken down was merely the evidence and ex»> 
mination of witnefles. If their Lordihips called upon the^ 
ihort-hand writers to fee a paflage of a fpeech of a Manager^ 

would 
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would not the Manager have a right to dcfirc the whole of his 
fpeech to be confidered ? becaufc they all knew how unfair it 
was to decide upon a fingie fentence of an argument, without 
having the conte&t before them, which might elucidate its 
meaning, and prove it to be perfedly blamelefs. Another 
reafon againft calling for the (hort-hand writers, was the gene- 
ral inaccuracy of their notes. Thofe Noble Lords who had 
ever had any thing to do with them well knew that they 
fcartely ever returned a man's words to him, and in attempt- 
ing to catch every fyllable, they generally loft either antece- 
dent or relative ; to that no perfon knew his own fpeech again 
when it came out of a (hon-hand writer's hands. His Lord- 
fiiip added further reafons for objeding to the motion. 

Earl Stanhope faid he was not at all convinced by the argu- 
ments of the Noble and Learned Lord, who h;id declared, 
that he had not attended to the whole of what paflcd m Weft- 
minfter^hali, nor was he more convinced by what had fallen 
from the Noble Earl near him. He always thought it his duty 
to attend to every thing faid in Weftminfter-hall, as he went 
there in the capacity of a Judge who was to decide ulrimatetj 
upon the whole of the evidence. With regard to the accuracy 
cf the notes of the ihort*>hand writers, he wilhed to compare 
his own notes with thofe of the (hort-hand writers, hccaufe it 
would be ftrange indeed, if the notes of three diiF(*rent petroni 
fhould all concur in rcfleding the fame particulnr words^ and 
Ihould neverthelefs be queitionable on the ground of accuracy* 
He obferved that the (hon-hand waiters were paid by the PiA- 
]ic for their time and trouble in taking down the notes, and 
therefore it was their duty to be as accurate as poffibie. If 
after all he (hopld have the misfortune to have the Noble and 
Learned Lord on the woolfack againft him that day, he tru(li*il ' 
that he (hould have the fupport of another Noble and Learned 
Iiord of great authority. 

The motion was negatived without a divifioiu 

SUBSIDY OF PRUSSIA. 

The Order of the Day having been read, for taking hit 
Majefty*s Meflage into confideration, 

Lord GrenviUe faid, that having had the honour to prefcnt 
his Majefty's Meflage, it became his duty to open the fubje£k 
of it to their Lordfhips, and to ftate the grounds of it to che 
Houfe, not doubting but their Lordfhips would readily concur 
in an addrefs of thanks to his Majeily, afluring him of their 
hearty and cordial fupport in this and every other meafure 
obvioufly neceflary for carrying on the juft war in which tlic 
nation was engaged. He would proceed, ihereforcj as ihortly 

as 
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as pollible to call the attention of their LordOiips to the me»* 
fure then before thetHi and to explain the principles upon 
which his Majeft/ti minifters had a£ted throughout the whole 
of this intereiling and important bufinefs. As one of hxa 
Miijefty's minifters, he felt himfclf rcfponfible for every adl o£ 
that adminiftration ; but more particularly refponfible for all 
thofe a£ls which had connexion with foreign courts, they 
being more immediately within his department. With refpeu; 
to the treaty with Pruiliai he felt no apprchenfion in taking 
that refponfibility upon himfelf, becaufe he had every ground 
to hope, that the Houfe and the nation would be unanimous 
in the opinion that ic was likely to produce the moft beneficial 
confequences to the kingdom. The peculiar nature and cir-* 
cumftances of the war, his Lordfliip faid, were fuch as 
to render a large number of land forces neceiTary. Since 
we were engaged with France as a rival nation, and that 
we had to rtpcl her ambition, her intrigues, and her refUeis 
enmity, which had been for fo long a time, under the oldi 
government, the fource of our wars, it had ever been found 
our wifcll policy to feek for aid on the continent % our own 
force being greater at fea than on (hore, and from the nature 
of our conftitution and government always muft be fo ^ the 
reafon was, that although our fupcriortty over France, in point 
of leal ftrength: of national vigour, of naval power, of com- 
inercc, and of wealth, was manifeft, yet, in point of population, 
andof theme ansofraifing armies, Britain muft yield to her greater 
rival 3 and thus, in a war like the prefent, when, for various 
reafons, we did not chufe to fpare our whole array for conti- 
nental fervice, we' were neceffarily obliged to enter into fubfi«* 
diary treaties with thofe princes who could furnifli troops. It 
had ever been the policy of this country to do fo; and even 
fometimes to engage to pay a fubCdy without having men 
furnifhcd for it, but merely to excite petty princes to create 
a diverfion, and thus call oiF the enemy to another quarter. 
It would therefore be idle and abfurd, in fpeaking of this uni- 
form policy, and the great advantages derived from it to Great 
Britain, not to admit the wifdom and propriety of fubfidifing 
the King of PrufTia, rather than employ our own troops^ 
^ This had been our uniform policy; not merely from neceflity, 
as we could not raife great land armies ourfelves, but alfo froni 
economy, as it was certainly cheaper and more political, to pay 
foreign troops. Befides, the population of the country, when 
we confidered the numbers that are engaged on board our fleet, 
would not enable us to recruit the armies abroad in a manner 
that would prove efFedual to the caufe in which we had em- 
barked. Such, indeed, would be an unnatural drain on our 
4 popula* 



I 



AttVt 30J WOODPAlL*d ►AkLrAKfttWARY REPORTS, ' f^ 

population. The uniform policy o( fubfidizing foreign tfoopi 
liad been long adopted, and with fuccefs purfucdj and the 
nature of the war in which we had engaged, and the unex* 
ampled eierttons of the enemy againft whom we had to ad^ 
were fuch as (hould not induce us to alter our mode, but 
ihould rather operate as an additional excitement to ufe out 
beft energies, and cxcrcife our ftirength in oppofing the moft 
formidable rival of Great Britain, which could only be done 
by a great army | it was therefore ncccffary to have one at all 
rifques* Thefe were the general reafons which had induced 
the Government of England to adopt fuch a fyftem olF condu£t. 
Upon former dccafions, of comparatively fmall importance^ 
fuch meafiires had been held wife ; how mueh ftronger, thcre^ 
fore, muft thofe reafons be under the prefent circumftances^ 
when we were contending for no lefs than our exiftence as a 
free people, and wlien the mode in which the FVench were 
carrying on the war was cohfidercd ? In foi-mer wars againft 
France, we had to contend againft a ftrong but regular govern* 
ment, againft armies conftituted in the ufual manner, and 
maintained by the regular refources of the country r At prefent 
we were contending againft a fet of men who had ufurped the 
government of France; who had fupported that power, fo 
acquired, by the moft unexampled tyranny; who dragged 
every man, of whatever condition, into the field, under the 
terror of death 5 and who fupported fuch an enormous and 
unnatural mafs of foldiery by every fpecies of plunder and 
robbery J not by the revenues of the country, but by its wealth 
and its capital. Under fuch circumftances, how were we to 
afl: ? Were we to plunder our churches, our nobles, and every 
individual in the country ? Surely not. What conduft then 
could we purfue'i but ufe the fair refources of the country, in 
obtaining fuch a foreign force, in addition to our own, as 
would enable us to ftem this torrent, which threatened to over- 
whelm Europe: We were to diredl the ftream, but not to dry 
up the fource of public wealth, in defence of thofe principles of 
focial order and of religion, without which exifteticc would be 
a curCe. The people of this country muft therefore rejoice in 
this fyftem of fubfidizing foreigners, compared to the mode 
braftifed by the tyrants of France, who, by their prefent 
horrid fyftem, were dcftroying all domeftic occupations, de- 
moliihing the very frame of fociety, and reducing all the peo* 
pie into the trade of war. Every man was there forced, not 
merely by the tyranny of the government, but alfo from the 
prcflure of aftual want, to take to the army as his only option 
of enjoying life on any thing like terms of fecurity for the mo- 
ment ; and unkfs we were to exercife the fame oppreffioffs, 
• Vol. III. 3B *• «nle& 
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unlefs we were to fend forth a requifitron, raife the people ix>a 
mafe* and put all the men of England into armst we muft SO. 
. up our inferiority in point of numbers by foreign aid* So far 
'were we> however, from taking thef<^ violent fteps, from 
difturbing, in the fmalleft degree, the complicated machine of 
national induftry, thar he would take upon himfelf to afiert, 
that the country was rich, affluent, and eafy ; there never was 
a tin:>e when the prefTure of war was fo little felt by the inte- 
rior of the country, it never was in fuch a ftate of internal 
profperity, manufa&ures fo flourifhthgi nor agriculture going 
on fo well during any war with France as at prefent. Com- 
pare this with the conduft of the government of France ! In 
.the latter, every m^ans were ^ken to coerce refources for the 
war. They were not fubfifting by the natural produce of the 
year. They were not, with the views of a permanent and legir 
timate government, looking forward to the interefts of mc 
future, but with the raQi violence of men who had no interelt 
.beyond the day, they were rooting up the verv foundations of 
all revenue, and were fpending, with a lavifii ^and, the actual 
capital of the country. By this violence they were, to be fure, 
able to bring into temporary and fhort-lived a£tion, an un^ 
fieardrof force ; but their exertions werer fuch, as muft natu^ 
rally exhauft themfelves ; they could not repeat the effort ; for 
the capital once gone, it could not be recalled. The very 
fa£l, however, of their intemperance, demanded from, us 
greater efforts. An extraordinary war demanded extraordi- 
nary means. The condudl and fcntiments of the Britifh 
Government remained the fame as ever. France had conv^ 
pelled us to war ; which was an ungrateful return for the moft 
generous condu£t ever (hewn by a rival power, and under 
fuch circumftances, we muft retaliate with eameftnefs and 
with energy. Adminiilration felt that this was a war upoa 
which depended the verf exiitence not only of this govern- 
ment, but of all fociety *, that we had every thing at ftake | 
and t^at, therefore, no efforts, no expence, ought to be 
fpared, by which we could accomplilh the juft and defirablc 
obje£t we had in view. If the political expediency of the war 
was admitted, he thought there could not be two opinions as 
to the queftion of whether this was an advantageous treaty or 
.not. He was free to fay, that he never had two opinions on 
.the queftion, whether we (hould confine the aid to the ftipu- 
lated fuccour of the former treaty, or extend it to that which 
was now fecured. We ought to make ufe of the means with 
which God had endowed us -, and with refpe^t to the conduct: 
^^f Government, as they declared, he faid, fo they felt, that 
as the war was with the approbation and confcnt of the peo- 
; 4 Pl«* 
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pfe, fo every relburce fliOiild be called into adion, that could' 
operate to its fuccefs. Upon thefe grounds, and confidcfing 
tihe means of carrying on the war, his Majefty's minifters were 
obliged to turn their eyes to a member of the confederacy. 
Pruffia, a ftcady friend, and our ally under former treaties, was 
ready and defirous to purfue the war with vigour ; but the 
Pruffian mimfter had ftated, that, after the lofs fuftaincd by 
the King of Pruffia in two campaigns, he could not proceed 
with rigour, and was incapable of going on without fome pe- 
euniary aid. The queftibn, therefore, that arofe, was, whe-» 
ther they fhould make the facrifice that was neceflary, ox: 
retain, at a certain expence, this great and important ally.; 
By preceding treaties, Pruffia ^as bound to furnifh 33,000 
troops, atid was willing to do fo ; but by the treaty, theit 
under theirLordfhips* conGderation, Pruffia engaged to furniflv 
3o,©oo more. The queftion, therefore, naturally preffcnted 
itfelf to Great Britain and Holland, the two maritime powers. 
Was it worth their while to pay the fum cxp'efted by the King; 
©f Pruffia, for an additional force of 30,000 men ? He repeated 
it, therefore, that had it remained for him to decide, he was 
ready to own that he ihould not have hefitatcd a fingle moment 
fo decide in the affirniative, that the treaty ought to be entered 
into, and he had not the fnwlleft fcruple to avow, that hie wa& 
ready to take his (hare of the blame, if any blame were due to 
his Majefty's minifters for having advifed him to concFude tha 
treaty on the table. The latter being thought moft advifable, his 
Britannic Majefty, to obtain larger forces, was to pay a pecuni- 
ary aid. The tranfaftion, therefore, would appear not only 
advantageous in a military point of view, biit in'a financial one, 
extremely economical. Of the 62,000 men which his Pruffiaa 
Majefty had now engaged to furnifti, about 32,000 was the . 
contingent ftipulatcd for by former treaties; and for that 
number, when brought into the field, we were bound, by the 
former treaty, to pay for bread and forage. Taking then into con- 
fideration this faft, and going on the fuppofition that it was right 
to fubfidize at all, the prefent would be found to be the cheapeft 
means of raifing an army of 30,000 men that ever was known. 
The total expence t)f the fubfidy was about 1,750,0001. Of 
this fum the Dutch were to pay 400,000!. fo that our part of 
the expence was 1,350,000!. ;'but for450,oool. of this fum we 
were bound by the former treaties; fo that, in reality, the 
whole of the fum to be incurred for the fervice of 30,000 men 
for the reft of this year was about 900,000!. And the annual 
expence would be no more, provided the Dutch fliouldbe pre- 
vailed on to continue and to increafe their proportion, which 
be had reafon to liellcve they would be. All the other trdops 
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employed by us in the war coft us more than this ftiptdated 
fum. Our own troops coft morcj the Hlhoverians coil confi<* 
derably more, the Heilianfi coft more ; and, indeed, all the 
troops of all the nations in Britifli pay coft more than thefe 
Fruuiansi fo that, in the two-fold view of military policy and 
public economy, it was a cheap contra£l« And the prefent 
treaty was highly advantageous » befidcs, he would veotuie to 
fay, it would have been impofllble to have found 30,000 men. 
ctfewhere in Europe to be brought forward on our part in the 
war. It was not merely to be confidered as a fubfidy of troops^ 
but here was an army of 62,060 men provided ; an army niw 
merous, difciplined, ready, and efficient. The great adran- 
tage of bringing 60,000 men, the troops of one of the fir^ 
military powers of the Empire, into the field at once, was 
obvious ; and the more fo, when it was confidered that Prui&a 
mij^ht withdraw himfelf almoft entirely. In a military and 
political view this was of the greateft confequence, and far 
preferable to an accummulated addition of fniall numbers qf 
troops from the Landgrave of Hefle, the Landgrave of Baden^ 
&c. He was ready to admit that a fubfidy to this extent was 
new i there never had been fo large a one : But though the 
amount was new, the principle was old and approved. He 
would ftate two inftances} in the war of 174 1 we had given a 
large fubfidy (6^,oool.) to the houfe of Auftria, purely ta 
maintain the rights of the Emprefs Queen; and in 17^6 we 
had given a large fubfidy to the Houfe of Brandenburg, to ena* 
ble him to make efforts, for his own intereft. as much, or 
more than for our own } and yet, during the war, the King 
of Pruffia vewir oppofed his troops to thofc of the common 
enemy. The amount of thofc fubfidies certainly was not fa 
large as that engaged for by the prcfent treaty. The fubfidy 
paid to PruiTia was the higheft of the two, about 500,000!. 
The apparent amount of the fubfidy to be paid to Pruffia^ 
under the treaty on the table, was 1,750^0001. of which Holland 
undertook to pay 400,0001. ; there was then to be dedu£bed 
400,000!. for tne bread and forage-money for the 33,000 
troops to be furnifhed by Pruffia, whether this treaty was 
ratified or not, according to the ftipulations of former treaties: 
The amount, therefore, left for this country to pay, was about 
900,0001. but for what ? for jJ,ooo men, who were to be 
employed under the command of a Pruffian general, on fucb 
objedts as fliould be agreed on in military concert for our ad- 
vantage, and for conquefts to be made diftindkly for us. 
Thofc who thought that the prefent war might have bcei^ 
altogether avoided, [Earl Stanhope cried, Hear! hear! 3 as 
MxU as thofe who thought fince it began, peace might have 
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^een concluded, [Earl Stanhope: Heart hear!} wonU of 
^ourfe think this an improvident treaty ^ but iho{6 who agreed 
vith him, and with the relt of his Majcfty's mlnlfters, on the 
peceflity of the war, in the 4mpra£tibility of obtaining peace 
on any grounds of real fecurity, and in the policy of ipakinj; 
the war vigorous for the purpofe of bringing ittoa fpeedy con- 
clufion, would feel with him the advantage and wifdom o£ 
the prefent meafure, and would adopt the motioU) with which* 
after laying in his claim to the privilege to reply, if any thing 
that might fall in tlie courfe of the debate ihould require ao 
anfwer, he begged leave to conclude, •* That an humble Ad- 
*^ drefs be prefenced to his Majefty, to thank him for the gra- 
<< cious notification of the treaty concluded with the King of 
*^ Pruffia, and to aiTure his Majefty that tlicy would concur ixk 
^ the meafures neceflary to fullil his part of the fame." 

The Marquii of Lanfdown faid, he differed entirely as to the 
nature of the treaty on the table, and could not avoid exprefT* 
ing his furprife that pfiiniflers fliould thus call upon the Houfie 
to come to a vote upon a meafure altogether new and unpre- 
cedented, fo foon after it had been prefentcd to them. He 
felt a confiderable degree of furprife at the precipitancy wItU 
which a meafure of fuch confiderable importance was attempted 
to l|; carried through that Houfe ; it was calling upon tneir 
Lordihips to vote in fai^our of that which it was impoIGble 
they could have fufliciently turned in their minds, to be ap« 
prifed of all the confequences that attended it. No Noble 
Lord, therefore, could be bound by any vote that he fliould 
be drawn in to give under fuch pircumfEances. Such he felt 
at lead to be the cafe, as far ^s related to himfelf ; nor 
eould he jfrefume to venture an opinion as to the whole of its 
merits or demerits ; but there were fome points fo very glarings 
that they muft (Irikc any pian upon the iirfl view, as well as 
mud the erroneous (latements, and the we«knef$ of the argu- 
ments, which the Noble Secretary of State had brought for- 
ward to give it fupport. Surely, at a time fo critical and fo 
convulfed, and when men in every part of Europe were bufied 
in examining the principles of government, it was not wife to 
treat Parliament with fo little ceremony ; to bring their inde- 
pendence and integrity into quellion ; and to take off from 
their decifions^ the iniluence which they could only obtain 
from the dignity, the gravity, and the maturity of their dcli^ 
beration. Surely, they ought to uphold the refpeft due to 
Parliament, not to undermine it ; and if they thought that any, 
ilrength was to be obtained by the concurrence of Parliament, 
they fhould be cautious to give to that concurrence at lead the 
air of deUberation* The Noble Lord faidj t]iat tliis was \ 

treatf 
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treaty founded upon precedent. In his mind it was totBltf 
new, and gave perfcSly a new afpcft to the war. Such a funx 
WW never heard of as a fubfidy to any one foreign power for 
troops. The whole objeft of the waf was changed, as was 
ebvious from the treaty. I^ruflia and Auftria began the war i 
of the two, Prnffia was the firft and moft forward leader. It 
was a matter of hiftory, that the Pruffian Court was not only 
the moft eager, but was, in truth, the author; and thetlate 
unfortunate Queen of France always dreaded the eagernefs of 
Frui&at as likely to involve and afFe£t her brother the Emperor, 
She faw the confequencc to her own family, which was, fatallr 
for her, fulfilled in the fequel. Pruffia not only led the van, and 
drew in Auftria, but the chief command was in Pruffia, and the 
whde of the paft campaign was under Pruffian aufpices. Of* 
us the King of Pruffia did not ev^n think. He did not ima- 
gine even that wc, out of the line of the war, out of its fcopc 
^nd tendency, far removed not only from all danger, but from 
all intereft, could be fo abfurd and ftupid as to take a part ; 
and no attempt was thought of on his part to draw us within 
the vortex. He having views very different, heard, with 
furprife and concern, that we had committed the raflinefs of 
involving ourfelves in the war. Wc had affefted to come into 
It unwillingly, and now we became avowedly the princ^al, 
and were to pay the former principal, Pruffia, fince that very 
principal pf the principals not only withdrew, but left us, the 
laft and the Icaft concerned, to become the head, and proudly 
aiTume to ourfelves the grand talk of bearing the whole burden. 
Surely, a change fo important demanded a paufe. It was, in« 
deed, a confideration of no fmall moment to this country, 
loaded as (he was with debt, the confcquencc of all her mad 
wars, during the maddeft and wildeft of which no miniftcr 
^ver dared aflc for fuch a fubfidy as the prcfent. The fubfidy 
of 1756 had been mentioned as a precedent. It was a curious 
precedent on which to juftify the meafure. From the day in 
which it had been made, to the prefent, there had never been 
two opinions on the folly, extravagance, and abfurdity of tha^ 
aft. He remembered it well: On the very day (that is, on 
the firft day) that he took his feat in Parliament, he had 
given his opinion upon it. The Noble Lord's father had 
equally objefted to it ; and the minifter himfelf, who gave the 
fubfidy, had always owned that it was an unadvifed and im- 
politic meafure, and that he had been drawn in on the oc« 
cafion. 

One of the arguments moft relied on by the Noble Secretary 
•f State in defence of this treaty was, that we not only got a 
jreat army, bttit fecured a great leading power of Europe by iti 
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The .Marquis faid> he entertained a direAly oppoCte opinion 
vrith regard to the fuperior advant^e of having 60,000 troops 
from a powerful Sovereign of great importance in the balancf 
of Europe, and aggregating an army by fmali cumbers of meo 
hired from petty Princes. In his mind this Mras a feniible obf 
je£lion to the treaty. To have engaged the lame number of 
men from inferior powers, would nave been preferable^ fincf 
,they could have no interefts that would interfere with oursy or 
at leaft no capacity to thwart our views. Whereas^ exdufiv^ 
of the folly and ipadnefs of conciuiiing the war, the prefen^ 
treaty was obje&ionable on account of the many obvious in^ 
conveniences it would produce. Pruilia, as a fubfidized 
.^ower, ought to be the fervant of Great Britain, and it wa» 
impoflible that (he ihould be fo from the nature of things, af 
the two charafters of fervant and mailer were utterly incon* 

Eruous and incompatible ; and Pruffia had a fuperior claim to 
er attention, a claim far above our caufe, for fuch we had 
ilrangely made it, viz, the good and interefts of his fubje6ls 
generally. The King of rruflia had great and facred diutles 
to fulfil towards his own dominions, which our views mighc 
crofs 'f and yet we thought of binding him> by packthread, to 
the performance of a hght pecuniary engagement againit the 
permanent^ hereditary, folemn duties of his fovereignty;» 
There never was a power that had interefts fo different in any 
.war as the FruOkins and Auftrians in the prefent. With re- 
gard to ourfelves, he knew of no intered upon God's earth that 
we had in view. Cou/ti the King of Pruffia, or ought the King 
of Pruffia, to diveft himfelf of his natural duties ? Could it be 
expe^ed that h^ would be bound to fulfil engagements fo tra» 
.vial on the comparifoni Might he not find employment for 
all his means elfewhere ? Was he not likely to fay, Auftria ig 
gaining too much by this coloflal attempt r And were minis- 
ters vain enough to fuppofe that they could guide and dire£|k 
'this mighty power like the Maigrave of Baden> with his paltry 
700 men? Another inconvenience 'was the rooted hatred be- 
tween the two armies of Auftria and Pruffia. This was noto-. 
rious the whole of the laft campaign, and was now greater 
.than ever. There was alfo an ill undcrftanding between thr 
two Courts. If we wiflied to judge of the King of Pruffia** 
own ideas of the war, look at his Declaration. \^Here the 
Marquis read an extraEffrom the Declaration,'} 

The Marquis defired the Houfe to recolIe£l, that the war 
was not a war with a civilized nation, and wcll-difciplined 
armies, but a war with a delirious and undiminiQiing fwarm 
of men, with a highly populous nation, provided with every 
xefource for wax to back them > a fet of men who did not fi^lu 
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ttierely fot vi£loff, but who fought by firc» fword, aixi the 
yoifon of their pernicious doftrines, with a view to fubTcrt 
the whole focial edifice of Germany. 

• To oppofe this ahnoft unconquerable enemy, the King of 
. Jhruf&a, on his part, had laft campaign brought into the field 
70,000 of his beft and choiceft troops, under the command of 
Ihe grcatcft General in Europe, the Duke of Brunfwick ; with. 
Ifiefe hkd his Majefty combated, even until this third cam* 
'{laigrt, under every imaginable obilacle, far from the Prufliaa 
idominionsy amidft already exhaufted jandsi excefs of dear- 
Hefs of the neceSaries of life, and almoft infupportable ex« 
pence. 

Was it likely, after this declaration, that the Iting of pruffia 
could, or, if he could, that he would now fend 6d,ooo of hiii 
*eft troops to fupport z^ep-child? No, he knew better; he 
Imd enough upon his hands elfewhere, and was threatened 
with ^ars of a ftill more ferious nature. There were three 
things in this arrangement to bo* confidcrcd : ift, Were not 
the prefenfr troops worfe than thofe with whom he found ft 
fruitlefs to maintain a conteft againft France? ad, Would 
there not be a want of confidence, while fcrving in their prc- 
fent fituation ? 3^, Were thofe troops likely to aft better with 
us than with the Duke of Brunfwick, a General to whom thejf 
were enthufiaftically attached ? 

Was not Poland likely to find the King of PruiSa fomc ufo 
for his troops, and to exercife him even at his own door ? In 
the North, alfo, if was probable that he might find caufe for 
alarm, if not for aftion ; and might not ciitcumftances arife, 
in which he would be juftificd in the eyes of all mankind for 
Irt^aking this treaty? Such things had been. In the year 
] 744, after having paid a long peace fubfidy to Hefle Caffel, 
the Landgrave turned the ftipulated force into the fcale againft 
us, becaufe the interefts^f his native dominions demanded it. 
Suppofe that Auftria wiere to have fuccefs in the prefent war 
of partition : Would Pruflia relilh it ? Would (he feel no jea* 
loufy, no alarm ? Was it adling like politicians and ftatefmen 
to believe that he would aft upon this treaty to his ruin ? In 
the renewal, then, of this bloody leafe, it furely ought to be 
cur wifd^m to look back to the laft campaign, and fee where 
'tile fatal errors lay by which our efforts nad been incffcftu^l. 
One obvious caufe of fuffering was the difference that fubfifted 
between the Auftrians and Pruffians. Did this treaty recon- 
cile them ? Auftria was not even mentioned in it. Pruffia^ 
in his memorable Declaration,, fays, that he brought 70,000 
of his choiceft troops into the field. They were commanded, 
m9 he had iiefore faid, by thegreatett General in the world-^ 
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but he met fa<*H itnceaiing mtihitodes of men, that all biB cf« 
forfs were vain. In three years in any war an army mud be 
ivom out : And two years of fuch a war as the prefent maft be 
equal to three of any other war. Then we were to have « 
fmaller number of worfe troops ; and thofe troops not engag^d- 
as principals, in which there is pride, and ambition, and glory^ 
but as hirelings, where there is nothing but a paltry felling of 
lb much blood for fo much money, and in wmch the heart m 
warmed by no fpirit ; where there is a cold caufe> that of mcr^ 
money. He faid, the extravagance of the treaty was obvious^' 
in our engaging to pay before-hand, in ready money, for 
bread and forage. Such a thing was never heard of before ^ 
And where was our money to go jto ? Not to the armjr of PruC* 
flans I they would never fee it. It would go in Engltm guineao-- 
to Berlin in the lump. Grod knew in what (bape the fum patA 
Would meet the foldiers I It was well known wnat baie monef 
was circulated in Pruffia, and, perhaps, it might be ifliied. ini 
felfe money, and under the form of affignats that were coun* 
terfeit and forged. So that the confequence might be^ that 
we (hould have a ftarving army upon' ouf hands, to quartet 
where they could, and who mnft be fed by us, and at our' 
coft, to be made ufeful. By the extravagant terms of the 
treaty, what with forage-money^ and money to put tho 
Pruffian army in motion, though it had not far to march, air 
the end of two months the Eane of Pruffia would havc^ 
6oo,ooo]. of Englifh money in his pocket, and he might 
hugh at usy and not move a man, prttendkig that the interefts 
of his people demanded his exertions elfewterei^ With tepoA 
to kuffia, whofe Coflacks were expc£ked to ovee-^run France^ 
k was pretty clear from her eondud/ tbat^ to ufe an ordinary' 
l^nglilh word| (he was of altogether, /be Imd oibirfijb Ufrj^ 
and fomethincr elfe to do. It wa» notorious that| during the 
war, (he had been engaged in another itnportant buGnefe. Il 
was well known, though, from the new fpecies of inquifitiotf 
that was fet up in tbts country, the newfpapet^ dared not ftate 
it, that among the papers of M. IXArmfeldl, which had beeni 
feized, there vras pretty evident proof that the Em^efs had( 
been engaged in the triffing work of a plot and conspiracy to 
murder the Dake Regent, and overthrow the whok govern* 
ment of Sweden. Did the difpoGtion of the neutral powerar 
open to us any fairer profped ? It cou4d no longer be difraifed 
that they were now arming, and that they held a very tbreat<« 
cning language. By whom they were luppoited alfo k Wat* 
ealyto divine. 

What he had fatd or( a former 9x^ about Americlk had beenf 
fmilcd at, and confidered as wild and extravagant ^ bui hait 
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not Us predtAions fince been verified ? And liad not mattei^ 
in Americm towards this coantry fince taken an alanning turo t 
So that, in thn dangerous chief tainlhip which we had aflumedB 
as the Don Quixote in this crufade agunft the French wiml* 
mill we certainly had no mighty improrement of our viewa 
by this treaty : For, in addition to all the circunilUnces he had 
mentioned^ we had a greater want than all — tie tvant cfajy/l 
um/if and of a fair and intell^nt objeA. The writers <m the 
fide of the war, from Mallet du Fan downwards, who was the 
beft of them, had all owned that what had chiefly tended to 
prevent onr fuccefs was, that a diftinA obje£l of the war had 
not been held out uf mankind, and particularly to the people 
of France. If, even before this treaty, that charge could be 
brought agaioft the allies, how much more truly might it be 
urpS. at prefcnt? For this treaty confounded all ratbnal 
liopes. It declared that Prul&a was to fight to make conquefts & 
For whom ? For the two maritime powers ! He fpoke of the 
arrogance of Great Brtuin and Holland afluming to themfelrea 
the name of the maritime powers, and aiked, What entitled 
them to aflume that fuperiority ? What would Spain (ay to it? 
Was not Spain a maritime power, and how came (he not to 
ftand forward on the preient occafion? How would the pride 
of Spain feel the difdain thereby ofiered to herfelf, whofe di£» 
pofitions at this time were equivocal, and whofe temper at 
kaft was irritabde i AS to Holland, he (hould only fay, that 
Holland was once a proud country ^ how it had been reduced 
by our meddling policy, he need not fay. It was doubtful 
even whether (he was able to pay the fmall quota of the (ubfidf 
which had been impofed upon her. Pruf&a at lea(t waa un* 
willing to truft to h^t, and had taken care to have our fccurity. 
WtTt we to pay the. whole, and take our chance of the Dutch 
for the repayment ? What confidence had we in the prefimt 
ftate of our allies i Prul&a, by the bye, was no longer an ally^ 
but a fervant; but fuch a fervant as. we could not expe£k to 
command. We were to give him 6oO|Oool. before he moved : 
By the treaty, he was to have 300,000!. as a bomu^ and then 
he was to have an advance of two months, that is for April 
and May ) and this no doubt he would take care to receive s 
but when he had received it, what fecurity had we that he 
would move at all ? In what court could we carry on our fuit 
again(k fuch a debtor ? He had the higheft refpe£b for the 
piivate chara^er of the King of Pruflfia as a gentleman and a 
man of honour } but it was well known, that Sovereigns held 
their confciences abfolved from the ties of common men. 

With regard to our allies, did any one of them, excqA 
Auftria perhaps^ retain even the appearance of feeling a conw 
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ftioh caufe with uii ? In Spain, the onlf great men had retired 
with glory into exile, becaufe they would not facrifice the 
tnie interefts of their country ; land M. D' Araiida had carried 
with him the regrets of his nation. What even was die ftate 
of our own forces ? With refpefl to Corfica, who knew what 
fort of fcene was carrying on in that ifland at preTent ? with 
the commanders of the different fenrices of land and fea at 
variance, the ohe carrying on a fiege in defiance of the other, 
and, for ought we knew, our fleet might be entirely ruined; 
Something material muft have happened. The Commander iir 
Chief of the land forces, a gallant General, had returned in 
difguft, and as minifters chofe to fay nothing, he was filent 
likewife, from motives of prudence obvioufly. The Marquis 
fpoke of the high charaffcer of that gentleman as an officer, of 
his great zeal, great profeflional knowledge, and great bra- 
very- He faid, he did not know the gentleman perfonally; 
he never had feen him, but was well aiTured that fuch w^s his 
chara£ker. In the courfe of the war, he acknowledged that 
we certainly had experienced important fuccefles, particularly 
in the capture of Martinique. At the fame time, he profeffed 
himfelf not an admirer of the acquifition of the Weft Ihdia 
iflands, important as they were ; he was fure they would aU 
ways be regarded bv other powers as an objcd of great envy . 
and ufteafinefs. The capture of that ifland he imputed fotely 
to the fuperior talents, experienced bravery, and known judg-« 
ment of the two general officers who commanded-by fea and 
land. He did not mean to detra£i from the bravery and good 
tondu£i of the other officers, bat fure he was the merit of tho 
capture was afcribable to the Commanders in Chief; and evett 
thefe brave men, and able commanders, to whom minifters 
oVed fo much, were not of their own choice, but approved by 
thofe whom thev honour with the epithet of Oppofition. Haviitg 
taken the Weit Indies, the Marquis aflced, why ihould ndt 
minifters take advantage of the circumftance, and offer termi 
of peace ? Why not fay to the government of France, Securi 
to us the Weft India iilands as an indemnity for what we have 
fuffered? KeepT wttfaih your own lines, and we wilt trouble 
you no farther. Or were minifters determined to go on making 
conqueft after conqueft, and not avail themfelves of any of 
them, in order to fix upon the minds of Frenchmen ii^elibld 
impreffions of enmity, and afcertain to England the affliding 
inheritance of eternal war ? The Noble Lord concluded with 
a warm admonition to the Houfe againft the hafty praife which 
was demanded of a meafure that, in his mind| was |iregnant 
vidi the nsoft fatal confequences* 
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. Tie Earl ^f Mansfield declared himfelf voxtoils ' to ftate 1m 
fendimentSi and impatient todofo« being confcidut of hmng 
fotne (hare o£thc blame, that of having advifed cheprelenttreaitft 
if blame were due. Had he the honour of being in a refponfible 
fitiiatioQ» as formnrly, ia that which the Noble Lord in his eye 

J hard Grenville) filled fo much better, he certainly wouM have 
pared no pain& to enlorce the conclufion of fuch a treaty aa 
^he prefent. He fiid, he felt that he had no occafion, afber 
the Nobk Secretarv of State had fo ably opened the fubfe£l of 
the treaty, and with fo much cleamefs and preciCon explained 
all the relative circumftances, to enter into that topic in detail* 
He would, therefore, only make a few obfervations on what 
had pafled in the courfe of debate. The meafure, ivdeed^ 
was a bold one ; but it was not the iefs wife for being bold : 
It was a great effort on the part of this country for a great end. 

* The Earl faid, he would not enter into the extraneous matter 
adduced by the Noble Marquis, who had wandered from the 
jqueftion to general topics, and overlaid the real fubjeft 
jpf the motion by the weighty ornament of his own com? 
ment. With regard to the exprei&on •' maritime powers/* 

'be thought it was properly ufed; Great Britain and Hol- 
land were the maritime powers contracting, as well as the 
powers whofe marine principally prote&ed the trade of 
die .allies on the feas. He could not fay what had been 
&e opinion of the late ^arl of Chatham lefpeAing the 
fubfidy granted to the King of Pruflia in 1756, norhadheaur 
hand in making it^ but he thought it a treaty founded in wi^ 
4om and (bund policy, and could not believe that it w^ a dung 
fought for by that Monarch. He had the honoiir of being 
/employed on the continent at that time, and he well recol* 
|e£ied the report generally believed was, that the King of 
Prui&a did not want a fubfidy, but that he cried to Britasoi 
V Give me men *, give me a fleet in the Baltic ;*' and lb fay 
from defiring the fubfidy, the meafure had originated in Eng* 
land, and was rather forced upon hira. After the treaty the 
French and Prufllans never were engaged* The Noble Mar* 

• quis's reafoning about the want of an afcertained and juft 
obje£^ in the war, which it had been faid had kept the honeft 
part of the French from Joining uS, was taken from a pamphlet 
publiflied by Mallet du Pan. This had often been urged as a 
great obje^ion, but he thought it a very filly one, as the objeA 
,of the war was both juft, and clearly defined. It was juft, af 
}t aimed at the deftrudion of a fyftem which threatened to 
overturn all civil fociety, and to promote rapine and plunder^ 
}t was defined, as it was declared to be for the purpafe of an» 
^ihilating that fyftem, and reftoring monarchy. As a means 

'*'• ^ *' ' ' : ^ ' • ,gf 



,MM4C 30.] . WWXEOALU^ l^ARUAMEHTAlty REPQUXS. ^U 

of promoting t|bp fucccfs of that objed):, he thought th^ prefent 
.treaty 91 ftrong and a wife meafure} and he thought ii much 
better to conned ourfelves with a great power like Pruflia, anil 
thereby cnfure the whole of its efforts, than tQ connefl our- 
felves with little powers, like the Landgrave of Baden, whofe 
wbote efforts muft, perhaps, be very inconfiderable. He 
thought that fecuring to our fide one of the greateft potentates 
in Europe, who would otherwife have withdrawn himfell^ 
IWas a mighty obje£l, and which almoft no facrifice would be 
too great to accomplifh. But fuch a power it was impoilible 
{it had been faid) to bind to his engagements. In his opinion^ 
the King of Pruilia would find not merely, from the natural 
fentiments of his own dignified mind, but alfo from the reflec* 
tions of his under (landing, that the folid interefts of a fov6- 
reign prince couid only be fecured, like thofe of an individual^ 
,hy the facred maintenance of good faith. With regard to the 
a^ffertcd furprife of his Pruffian Majefty at Great Britain's in- 
volving herielf in the war, he (hould rather have expreffed his 
furprife that the French (hould have plunged into a war with 
Great Britain ; for he always muft maintain, that they had not 
only ptovoked, but begun it* The number of troops procured 
by this treaty might, indeed, b^ reprefented as fmall > but be 
begged their Lordfliips to recoiled that thirty thoufand Ruf- 
. fians occafioned the peace of Ai^-Ia-Chapelle ; and there was 
po knowing what good efie£ls might refult from the co-opera- 
tion of the Pruflians, now cnfured by this treaty. 

The Noble Lord had faid, after doubting the value of coo^ 
jqoefts in the Weft Indies (in which he had not the honour to 
agree with him), that minifters iflight give up all their other 
pretcnfions in the war, on the ground of fecuring thofe con- 
quefts. He deprecated fuch a compromife } it would be fatal 
to the honour and true interefts of England. The conquefts 
In the Weft Indies were hiehly valuable; and if this was 
an ordinary war, brought on oy aggreffion, he allowed, ttiat 
the poffeffion pf the acquifitions in the Weft Indies might be 
a fufficient indemnity, but, in the prcfent conteft, he thought 
them a mere trifle i although, diftindily confidered, the capture 
of Martinique was a great and glorious acquifition, yet if 
minifters confented to make peace with the prefent rulers of 
France, becaufe they made fuch a ceffion, he would have his 
head fevered from his body, before he would give them 
the fmalleft fupport ; the minifter who would make fuch a 
peace, would purchafe infamy, not honour — would bring ua 
into danger rather than fccurity ; for if the prefent govern- 
/nentof France were allowed to qcift* there could be.no fafety 
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for any other gOTcmment in Europe. It was a fjftem of .in* 
furre£tton, of rapine, and diforder ; and it was not vainboaft* 
ing» but found reafon« in thofe who poflefied power under it* 
to dcfire the deftruAion of eftablilhed governments, * as thej 
knew that every well-regulated government mud rifle their 
overthrow. If fufiered to exift, the rulers of France would 
therefore endeavour to contaminate all furrounding nations 
with their principles, and by that means bring a peftilenoe 
upon them greater than any of thofe which had yet affii£ted 
mankind. 

It was faid of Cicero, that his predi£tions were equal to 
prophecies : " PrediSiones effe qutmadmodum dlvmatUnes ;" and 
pernaps that man would be entitled to the fame praife^ who 
ihould predifk the fliort-Hved profpcrity of that horrid fyftem, 
whirh now ravaged France ; or, at any rate, who (hould fay^ 
that, if it fucceeded, no other country could be fafe. The 
EarU in a contraRed pidiure of the worft evils of ambition in a 
ftate fuch as France was, with the horrors of the tyrannv that 
now raged there, drew this conclufion, that though ncignbour« 
ing kingdoms might enjoy at leaft intervals of repofe under the 
one, they could not hope for one month's fecurity, cafe, or 
refpitc, under the other ; and that therefore it was a caufe 
which could admit of no comparifon. To make peace with 
France now, would lead to certain and inevitable ruin. It 
would give a mere momentary repofe, that could not continue j 
and therefore the war mud be perfevered in until fuch a go* 
vernment was eftablifhed in* France as could give fecurity to 
the other dates. The combined exertions of fo confiderable a 
part of Europe would, he hoped, ere long, accomplifli fo dc- 
firable an objeA. The Earl faid, he had been born and bred 
to admire the oppofition made to the ambitious views of Louis 
XIV. \ he highly approved the confederacy that had been made 
againd that afpiiing Monarch 3 but how different was the aim 
and condu£l of Louis XIV. from that of the prefent govern* 
ment of France I The ambition of Princes was generally go« 
verned by prudence ; but no fuch guide influenced the prefent 
rulers of France : Their fole fafety lay in letting flip the dogs 
of war, and crying havock to feed their blood-hounds with 
human ile(h. The old government of France, even when* 
animated by the mod extravagant ahibition, had always paid 
fome regard to the happinefs of the people ; and the profpCi* 
rityof the people had hitherto been thought neceiTary^.fbr 
the funport of ambitious projeds; but die French fyfteoi 
made tne wretchednefs of the people its primary obje£l } and 
for |he dedru€(:ton of that fyften^, ai^d thofe mc^n mrho fupport 
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it, he confidercd this war to be carried on, and the prcfent 
treaty to be entered into : He ftiould therefore give it his 
warmeft fupport. 

^ht Earl of Lauderiale faid, he thought to rife for different 
leafons, but the queftion had become infinitely more intereft- 
ing by the language of the Noble Vifcount ♦ (Earl of Manf- 
field); for according to him' the objeft was moft completely 
changed. This obliged him to take a new line of argument. 
The allies had often changed their profeffed objects in carry- 
ing on the war; but now the very fyftem of the war it- 
felt was alfo changed ; the principsils were become inferiors, 
and the inferiors the principals in it. He appealed to their 
Lbrdfliips, whether, until that day, they lud ever heard it, 
openly avowed, that we were fighting for a new internal' go- 
vernment in France. In the Noble Secretary's correfpohd- . 
ence with M. Chauvelin ; in the King's fpeech at the com«: 
mencementof hoftilities; in our minifter's declaration at the 
Hague ; in all the date papers which we had ever publiffied, 
it had been (ludioufly declared, that it was not our wi(h to in- 
terfere with the internal government of France. At this day, 
however, that which a twelvemonth ago no minider would 
have dared to avow, was openly avowed, and was not denied 
by minifters. Even upon this new fyftem of carrying on the 
war, what fecurity had we that the King of Pruflia would ful- 
, fil his engagements ? The treaty of July 1793, he had already 
broken. By that treaty he bound himielf to England, not to 
relinquifli the alliance, nor withdraw hijnfelf from the war^ 
but with mutual confent. It could not then be a greater trea- 
chery in the Court of Berlin to break the prefent treaty, than 
k was to break that. He broke that either from choice or 
neceffity ; and with that latitude of confcience which he had 
manifefted, he might in a month, under a pretended neceffity » 
demand double the fum which he had now obtained. The 
expence was ftated lower than it really was. Pruffia was 
bound only to find field-pieces to this army ; before they were 
fully equipped, foas to be employed beneficially, the coft would 
be much greater; and it had been well and leafonably a(ked« 
Whether he misht not have occafion for all his forces elfewherer 
He had no hefitation in faying, that he hoped in God he 
would find full employment elfewhere ; he hoped that Poland 
w«uld find him full enough to do ; for it was the firft wifh of 
his heart, that he, and his accomplice in the horrible atrocities 
c6mmitted on the Poles, might be fpeedily and adequately pu- 
niflied % and that a gallant people might recover their inde- 
pendence and liberties, fo inhumanly deftroyed. If then the 

* Lord Lauderdale, throngUoat the prefent felTioni^ hat alnioft uniformly 
termed Lord Mansfield the Aoi/r Vifc9mt^ 

Kmg 
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King of Pruflia (bould find employment in Poland, dik fubfi- 
diary treaty would be no better oblervcd than that of laft year 
was, and he would leaie religion, hunianity» and ciTtl focietjr 
to fliift for themfelves; he would leave Robefinent to tri- 
umph, rather than endanger one atom of hia plunder in that, 
country. 

The Dutch, in this treaty, the Earl laid, had been a little 
more camious than Britain. Thev had entered into it only for 
one year. They chofe to make tne experiment, and to leave 
k to their own difcretion whether it (hould be renewed. Bat 
the Britifii government, with a forward profufion, had defpiled 
fvch precaution | and, whether the experiment flmuld turn 
out to be good or bad, they bound fhemfelvea by a feparatc 
article to continue it during the whole war. The fubCdy, 
Jiowever, that was to be paid to Fruffia, great as it was, waa 
not to be looked upon as all that this country would have U> 
pay. ' Hi^Pruffian Majefty had, indeed, been well apprised of 
•ur Quixotic difpofition, and had been the earlieft in his ap- 
plication. If Pruflia, feeing our avidity to ftand forward at 
principals in the war, had wifely profited by the circumftance^ 
why might we not expe£b Auftria to take tne fame advantasc^ 
and follow the example of Pruflia ? For Auftria was equadly 
diftrefled. Previous to the commencement of the war, the 
finances of Auftria were in the loweft ftate, occafioned bodk 
by difturbances in her own dominions, and a heavy expenfive 
war with the Turks, while the coffers of his Pruflian MajeAjr 
were well known to be largely filled. If Auftria, therefore^ 
comes forward, and fays, ^ I have borne the brunt of the war;i 
I have fought moft earneftly ; I have freely expended my Uood 
and money \ I have done the greateft fervice, and I am the 
moft in want of money : You have paid Pruflia largely^ 
though flie has been of much Icfs importance ; I therefore do* 
fire to be paid alfo'* — If Auftria fliould come forward in fack 
a manner, could her pretenfionstoa fubfidy be denied? Wasflie 
not the chief fupport of the confederacy ? And if flie threatened 
to withdraw, unLfs pecuniary aid was given her, muft it not 
either be granted, or the war be completely abandoned ? Would 
not the extent of the fum, and the facility with which it had 
been given to the King of Pruflia, encourase the Emperor to de» 
mand a fubfidy alfo ? But what was more ferious, would not his 
neceflities force to him to it ? Auftria «ras fo reduced, that Ac 
was obliged to have recourfe to all the means of raifing money 
employed by the Jacobins, and fo much reprobated in tms coun^ 
try. The£mperor had called for contributions of dvi&n ; he had 
been reduced to commit facrilege^ by pillaging the drarches^ 
melting plate, and making what he called loans in every conn* 
try k»f Europe. Even here Auftria was trying a loan h fo that 

iht 
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flie was obliged to carry on the war with Britifli capital. We^ 
therefore, might be faid to be exhaufting^ not our ineome, but 
oiir capitali as wdl as Francc> becaufs we anticipated revenue^ 
and borrowed money on credit, not perhaps in an equal de^ 
gree; but it could not be denied, that we were uGng our ca« . 
pitaL With fuch a ftate of ftrength, the objeA was ten times 
more difficult than ever. There were now no differences of. 
opinion in France, no army in La Vendee; and thefaAion in 
power had exhibited the phenomenon in a moment of revolu^ 
tion, the fpe£lacle of a complete triumph over an oppoGng ^ 
party, that at one time flood higher in popularity than them* 
fches. No man could more deteft and abhor the prefent go* 
vemment in France, and the diabolical fcenes pafling there^ 
than himfelf; but what horrors did 'Robefpierre commit 
which were not everyday praftifed by Ruflfia ? The horrors of 
Riiffia were however faid to be nothing ; as neighbouring go* 
vernments had nothing to dread from her $ her horrors pre- 
fented to Europe the fecurity of long (landing j they were 
ftable. Good God I with what face could one man fay to 
another, that we were to fight againft Robefpierre, becaufe his 
tenets difturbed the tranquillity of his neighbours, and yet be 
feconciled to Rullia and Pruffia ? 

The obje£l of the war was totally changed ; a^ a proof that 
it was fo, let their Lordfhips recoUefl, that the objecls origin* 
ally ftated were the navigation of the Scheldt, and fecurity to 
our allies. His Noble Friend near him (the Earl of Mansfield) 
had openly avowed, that the obje£l now was the overturning 
the exifting government of France, and inftituting a new one* 
He thanked the Noble Earl for his candour; but fuch as was ' 
at prefent avowed to be the'obje£l of the war, as declared that 
night, his Lordihip confidered it to be, if not completely un^ 
attainable, at lead highly arduous and difficult ) for it amounted 
to nothing lefs than tne conqueft of France. What bettet 
profpcd had we this year than, we had the laft ? The profped, 
jn faft, held out far lefs hopes of fuccefs. At the commence* 
ment of the laft campaign, the ftrength of Britain, Holland^ 
Spain, and the greateft part of Germany, was untried, and 
certainly unbroken. A powerful body of royalifts were male* 
ing a moft formidable head in La Vendee, of whofe fuccefs 
great expefiations were formed ; and France itfelf was then 
torn by fa£Uons. Parties were daily accufing thofe in power^ 
and bringing them to the fcaffold, while they themfclves fuc- 
ceqded to that power. Wliat was the fituation at the opening 
of this campaign ? The ftrength of all the allied powers was 
confiderably wafted, and it was evident by the mcafure uhder. 
confideration, that one of the principals> the very leader of th« 
war, wa$ incapable of longer maintaining the contell. The 
Vol. III. 3 D infuTgents 
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infiurgents in La Vendue were annihilated; the ruling party 
in Paris appeared to poflefs the confidence of the people, and 
certainly poficfled vigom and authority enough to be allowed 
to be a ftrong gOTernmcDt $ fincC) inftead of any new fadtcm 
being able to mpplant that which was in power, we find it able 
inftantly, as it were, to bring thofe to the fcafibld who oppofe 
them. Such was the hopelcflhefs of the prafpe£l compared 
with the opening of the laft campaign ; and it would feem 
that, in proportion as the caufe became dcfperate, in propor- 
tion as the allies deferted it, we were to go greater lengths s 
nor was it the lead deje£Hng circumftance, that we were that 
day told from one of his Majefty's minifters, that 30,000 men 
were not to be procured for money in any other part of Europe 
than in Pruflia. If the fa£l were fo, what a hopelefs ftate 
were we in ? The- campaign would exhaull double the number 
at lead, and we (hould have no further refource. But thefc 

30.000 men were cheaper than our other mercenaries. We 
had 40,000 more foreign troops ; and as they all confefledly 
coft as more, we paid at lead three millions a year to foreign 
powers for men only, in addition to all our own expence, and 
all this toeftablilh a Louts XVII. in the throne of Louis XVI.! 
But *• France was ufmg up its capital.** Were not we, he 
would aik again, to a certain degree doing the fame thin^ i 
Every iliilling of money funded, was a part of our capital b- 
vifhed and loft for ever. The Noble Secretary's next argument 
was, " That this country never felt fo little the prcffurc of a 
war on its manufa£lures and trade." He would leave this 
aflcrtion to the feelings of the country, td the knowledge of 
the manufadturing towns, and to the common obfervation of 
ail men. Never, never, in the fecond year of anywar, had 
fuch an imprefTion been made on the country ! The Nobl6 
Lord recolle£led the American war at leaft, when we had al* 
moft all Europe againft us. Was the impreflion in the fecond 
year equal to that of the fecond in this i He knew perfonally 
that, in one manufa£^uring town, a fingle juftice of the peace 
had attefted 23,000 men, taken from manufa£iure, and con- 
verted into foldiers ! In another, a magiftrate had attcfted 

12.000 1 A thing unheardof in any former war. [Lord Derby ^ 
QVLtA^Hear! hear!'] 

Although we had continued in perfe£l peace, and the 
greateft profperity, three years, while the new govcmmcpt of 
France had exifted, yet now we were told, what had before 
been aflerted by a Noble Lord (Auckland) in his memorial 

* The Earl of Lauderdale clearly alluded to a town in Lancafliire^ 
when he mentioned the ia,ooo, the Earl of Dciby having in a preced- 
ing debate Itaced the faft. 

jprefented 
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prefented to the States General the 25th of Jan. 1793, that we 
were making war to deftroy certain mifcreants, who for four 
years had brought mifery on France, and attempted to eftablifh 
a new ord^r of civil fociety. • Such was the language at pre- 
lent held. The aew government, which had fuffered us to be 
in peace and profperity, was to be deftroycd j and the old go- 
vernment, which had continually involved us in broils and ex- 
pence, was to be reftored. It was alfo faid, Frenchmen were 
dragged againft their will into the armies. This he thought 
highly improbable, when he looked at the courage and enthu- 
fiafm with which they fought. Could' any perfon, who liftened 
a moment to the dt£kates of reafon, fupfjofe that any men fo 
draggled into the field would a£l as they did? Certainly not. 
It was rather, on the contrary, very plain, from whatever mo- 
tive « or however excited, that they a6ted on the impulfe of poli- 
tical enthufiafm, which infpired with a rage and an ardour that 
k wa& not likely mercenaries (hould get the better of. 

With regard to the diftrefs ftatcd to exift in France, occa-* 
Coned by the numerous levies, he believed it to be much lefs 
than it was reprefented } while in this country he knew the 
diftrefs produced by the war to be much greater than was com- 
monly admitted* 

The combined powers, he contended, were not more divided 
in the obje£^ of the war, than the importance of relloring mo- 
narchy in France. England thought it of fo much confe- 
quence, that we were to fpend the lad Shilling to obtain it ; 
while Prufiia looked on it with fo much indifference, as not to 
think it worth the expenditure of a fingle farthing. His 
Lordfliip concluded by obferving, that it would be wifer to 
make peace, than fubfidize the King of Prufiia ; and that, if it 
was true, as he believed it was, and as it indeed evidently ap- 
peared, that the people of Britain were ftrongly attached to 
their conftitution and government, there could be no danger to 
this country, from the eftablifhment of the new government 
of France, which, inftead of holding out any thing fedu£live» 
difplaycd at prefent, and it was faid by the friends of the war» 
always would difplay, nothing but horrors. There would be 
no danger, therefore, that Englifhmen would be defirous of 
imitating a fyftem of horrors ; and upon that ground, he 
ihould oppofe the prefeut addrefs, as it would bring upon the 
country a great and enormous load of expence, for an obje£b 
which appearecj to be both unattainable and undeferving of 
fupport. 

Lord Haivhe/hury rofe to clear up a miftake refpefting the 
fiippofed change ot the obje£bof the war, into which the Noble 
£arl who jult fat down had fallen. The miftake arofe from 

3 D a con* 
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confoundinff the oh]t€t of the allies with our objeQ;. Grest 
Briuin lay by for two campaigns, and ne?er interfered till 
Vrance not only declared her fyftem to be a determtnatioB to 
frbvert all goremments where order prerailed, but made a wan- 
toa and direft attack on Flanders and the United Ptovinces. 
Until the French attacked us, we did not interfere \ and the 
obje£^ of the war had been all along, and was then chiefly, and 
indeed almoft fimply, fecurity. Security was the great aim i 
diough indemnity alfo they were entitled to, agreeable to all 
the writers on the fubje£i of the war and its rights. This fe- 
curity, he faid, we could ilot obtain under the prefent ftate of 
France ; whilft France was under the government of one man^ 
never heard of before the troubles, who carried on the moft 
itnexapiplcd tyranny, and ruled it by the means of two Com;- 
mittees, where no law, no juftice, no fafety, was to be found. 
The Convention, which was fuppofed to be copftituted by the 
People, was reduced from 750, its original number, to about 
200 members ; and thofe 200 were awed by the two Com- 
mittees* It was matter of curious obfervation, that, in thia 
remnant of the Convention, there had not been hdd for four 
months a Gngle debate i proving thereby to all the world, that 
their fears took from them all deliberative f un Aions ; for fuch 
was the prefent tjranny in France, that every man was not only 
afraid to deliver nis opinions, but even afraid to fignify them 
by a (hrug of his (boulders 1 the fate of all who afforded but 
the' flighteft ground of difpteafure or fufpicion, being decided 
immediately. From fuch a country we could have no fecu- 
rity. What were our hopes of fuccefs in putting an end to 
dits cruel anarchy i Living, as they were, on their capi- 
tal, not like England in deere^, and comparatively a very fmall 
degree indeed, but altogether and at once wafting the whole, 
he forefaw that it muft end : He could not predi£i the time, 
but he fancied, let it come when it might, it would b^ fudden. 
It would be an explofion, and would break up at once. When- 
ever this (hould happen, it ''certainly was not for us to di£bite 
the fort of government that it would be wife to eftablifli in 
France ; but, after fuch a convulfion, and after tearing op all 
the eftablifhments, all the foundations of fociety, all the reve- 
nues, and putting the whole machine into fuch total confufion, 
it was obvious that there muji be ertSed in France m verj^ng 
executive government. 

Comparing the refources of England with tVofe of France, 
he faid, thofe of the latter were nearly exhauftcd^ while our 
own never flouri(hed fo much during any war \ in proof of 
which, he ftated that, in the laft quarter, the revenue had ex- 
ceeded the receipt of the fame quarter at any former period. 

His 
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His LoTd(hip juftified our condu£^ througliout the war, and 
after aflerting that France had changed her objeA, and Hoc 
Great Britain) concluded with declaring that he approved 
highly of the treaty, and thought the prefent fub&dy both jpo- 
litic, and capable of being paid without much injury to our 
finances. 

Lord Auclland faidi the fubje£b had been fo n)uch exhauftcd 
by the Noble Lords who preceded him, that he thought it fu- 
perfiuous to enter into further difcullion. But a paper to 
which no name was affixed having been brought forward (by 
the Earl of Lauderdale) as a proof that the government of 
this country h^ fuddenly departed from the fyftem obferved 
during the firft four years of the French revolution, he mull 
be permitted to read to their Lordihips the paiTige alluded to. 
Though it was written above fifteen months ago, it would be 
found not inapplicable either to the exifting crifis of public 
tfiairs, or to the particular debate of the day. The paper 
in queftion was a Memorial prefented by him as Britiih Am* 
bafl^dor to the States General at the Hague on the 25th of 
January 1793, a few days previous to the unprovoked decla- 
ration of war againft this couhtry and Holland. 

*• The circumftances which have led to this crifis are too' 
recent, and the condu£l of the King too well known, for the 
underfigned to have occafion here to enter into any long de« 
tail. It is fidt quite four years Jince certain mifcreants^ affuming 
the name if Phihfophtrs^ havefrefumed to think them/elves capMf 
rf eJlabliAing a nenvMem of civil focietj.** (There being a ay 
of hear ! hear ! at this paflage. Lord Auckland took the occa- 
fion to read it again, and to remark that it alluded to Meifirs* 
Condorcet, Briilot, Petion, Syeyes, and others of that defcrip- 
tion } and not to the mifcreants of the prefent day, who have 
thrown afide the cloak of philofophy, and profeis themfelves 
to be defperate and barefaced afTaifins. He then proceeded) 
** In order to realize this dream, the offspring of vanity, it 
became neceflary for them to overturn and deflroy all eftablifli- 
ed notions of fubordination, of morals, and of religion, which 
had hitherto conftituted the fecurity, the happineis, and the 
confoJation of mankind. Thefe dcftrufbive projefts have 
but*toowell fucceededj but the effe£^s of the new fyftem 
which they wifhed to introduce have only ferved to demon- 
ftrate the folly and wickednefs of its autnors. The events 
that have fo rapidly followed, furpafs in atrocity all that has 
hitherto fullied the page of hiftory. Property, liberty, fecurity, 
and even life itfelt, have been the fport of this unbridled 
phrenzy of the paffioas^ of this fpirit of rapine^ of hatred, and 
• 4 of 
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of the moft cruel and unnatural ambition. The annals of 
mankind cannot prcfent a period in which, in fo ihort a fpace, 
fo many crimes have been committed^ fo many misfortunes 
produced, and fo many tears ihed : In a word, at this very mo- 
ment thefe horrors appear to have attained their utmoft height. 
(Lord Auckland (lopped to remark that a long and dreadful 
catalogue has fince been added, and is now adding, to the ex- 
cefics here defcribed, and had gone beyond his imagination of 
any poffible human depravity. He then proceeded) ** During 
all this time the King, furrounded by his people, who enjoyed, 
i^ider the favour of Providence, a degree of profpersty without 
example, could not behold the misfortunes of others without 
the ftrongeft emotions of pity and iiidignation ; but faithful 
to his principles, his Majefty has never permitted himfelf to 
interfere in the internal affairs of a foreign nation ; he has 
never departed from that fyftem of neutrality which he had 
adopted. 

'* This condu£t (which the King has feen with fatisfa£lion 
to have been equally, obferved by your High Mightinefles), the 
good faith of whicti all Europe ha^ acknowledged, and which 
ought to have been refpefied on many other accounts, has 
not been fuiEcient to fecure his Majefty, his people, and the 
republic, from the moft dangerous and the moft criminal con* 
ipiracies. 

^< For feveral months paft, proje£ls of ambition and aggran- 
dizement, dangerous to the tranquillity and the fecurity of all 
Europe, have been openly avowed ; attempts have been made 
to Apread throughout England, and this country, maxims fub> 
veruve of all focial order ; and they have not fcrupled to give 
to thefe deteftable attempts the name of a revolutionary power. 
Ancient and folemn treaties, guaranteed by the King, have 
been infringed, and the rights and territory of the Dutch re- 
public have been violated. His Majefty has therefore, in his 
wifdom, judged it neceiTary to make preparations proportioned 
to the nature of the circumftances. The King has confulted 
bis Parliament; and the meafures which his Majefty had 
thought fit to take have been received with the moft lively and 
vqanimous approbation of a people who abhor anarchy and 
irreligton, who love their King, and will maintain their con« 
ftitution." 

Such was the paflage to which the Noble Earl had alluded I 
and what was the evident purport of it? was it not, that the 
King and his mtnillers faw with pity, indignation, and hor-' 
ror, the calamities refulting from the revolutionary dodrines 
in Francci but that his Majefty never would have interfered ia 

the 
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'the interior of another country, if he had not been com- 
pelled to it by he interference of that country in the afiairs of 
ms dominionsi anJ *n thofe of his allies. 

It appeared then tl"^t we had engaged in the war on a prin- 
ciple of defence and Iclf-prefervation ) on that principle we 
snuft continue to profecute the war, whatever may be our dif«- 
ficulties or tiifappointments on the one hand, whatever may be 
the glories of our fucceiTes, or the extent of our vidories on 
the other. We are contending with a malignant and defperate 
ufurpation, which prof eiTes to feek and to promote the con- 
fufion and fubverfion of every civil government. Here be 
would take occaiion to exprefo his entire concurrence with the 
Noble Earl (Mansfield) who had faid that our diftinci objed 
is and muft be the deftrudion of the Jacobin fyftem. He hsd 
feen the war in the fame point of view from its firft comr 
mencement, he thought it a war ufque ad internecionem. 

In fuch a war, originating in fuch principles, and ezpofed to 
fuch dangers and difficulties, could it be doubted that we ought 
to carry into aftion every attainable acquifition of force f 
could it be doubted that we ought to fecure to ourfelves the 
aid of fuch a body of troops as that defcribed in the conven- 
tion now l>efore their Lordfliips ? 3 

Ours is not a combination to aflift the different Sovereigns 
and countries engaged in it, in the purfuit of wild or un^'arranc- 
^ible fchemes of ambition \ it is a wife and jud concert for the 
efTential purpofe of faving this country and all Europe from a 
torrent of favage barbarlfm, rapine, irreligion, and murder. 

In a druggie of this importance he would not look too nicely 
into the conditions of the propofed fubfidy, he would not 
weigh too fcrupuloufly the fum to be paid. He would however 
affirm that, admitting the neceffity or expediency of fubfi- 
dizinga^parrof the Pruffian army, the bargain was mod eco- 
nomical. The whole number of troops to be furnifhed is 
^2,400; the whole fum to be paid by Great Britain is i,350,oooL 
But we already have a claim on 32,000 troops by the ex- 
iding treaties of alliance, for which however we were engaged 
to pay about 450,000!. There would remain 30,400 troops 
for 900,0001., or ioo,oool. per month; confequently we pay 
little more, than 3]. per man per month, and that fum includes 
the pay of the officers and men, all demands for half-pay, 
ammunition, camp equipage, field artillery, marching, quar- 
tering, remount of cavalry, recruits, and every incidental ex- 
pence. This too was limited to the nine moit a£tive months 
of the year, and was certainly much lefs than it would cod us 
to bring raw and undifciplined troops into the field. 

He 
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time he was fure the Houfe muft feci, that if tbofc gallant 
officers merited praife for the able and fkiliul execution of 
the bufinefs on which they had been employed, thofe who had 
concerted the plau could not be altogether undcferving of 
fome fmall (liare of approbation. Far was it from his wiih, 
his Lordfhip faid, to aim at feparating the caufe of thofe officers 
and minifters, or to make any invidious diftinAion; theydc- 
ferved highly of their country j they embarked in a feafon of 
difficulty, on an expedition fraught with danger, executed 
their commands with gallantry, and well-deferved fuccefs had 
crowned their labours; far, therefore, would it be from him 
to deny them the fmalleft part of that praife fo juftly their 
due, or to detra*;!^ in the leaft from their merit. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, he did not intend to have 
troubled their Lordfhips again, but he could not fit ftill under 
the infinuation made by the Noble Secretary of State in the 
commencement of his fpeech. The Noble Lord had tri- 
umphantly declined attempting to anfwer arguments, as com- 
pletely anfwered before ; which one Noble Lord had faid. he 
would not enter into, and another Noble Lord had faid he. 
would not touch upon, becaufe his Noble Friend had left 
nothing to fay. The Noble Lord might indulge his triumph ; 
but, on one point, he fliould never difplay his eloquence in 
that Houfe without receiving an anfwer. The Noble Lord 
had taken notice of his having faid, that he detefted the pre- 
fent government of France, and had argued upon it, as if 
he meant It to be underftood, that he had on other occafions 
entertained and manifefted fentiments friendly to that govern- 
ment. What authority had the Noble Lord to throw out fuch 
^n infinuation, or eyeh to hint a furmife that he was not as 
fincere and as much in earned as himfelf in what he faid on 
the fubjcft i If the breach of the firft folemn treaty of the 
King of Pruffia, in July 1 793, was adduced to (hew there was 
no confidence to be placed in any future treaty, the anfwer 
was ready, namely, the French nation was irreligious, immoral, 
and dangerous to fociety. This was the anfwer to all the 
other truths, which Admin iftration themfelves were obliged^ 
although reludantly, to acknowledge. Did the Noble Se- 
cretary of State therefore throw out the infinuation to aid the 
purpofe of his lower hirelings'^ and to furnlfh them with a hint 

to work upon and to improve ^ 

Order was generally called, aiid the Marquis Tonvnjbtnd rofc 
to fpeak to order. He faid, he did not underftand the allufion 
of the Noble Earl. Hq profefl'ed himfelf to be a fupportcr of 
Adminillration, but was it therefore to follow, that he was to 
be branded with the defcription of a lonuer hireling t 

fhi 
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The Earl of Lauderdale ia reply Hiid, that he had as much 
refpefl: for order as any Noble liord ; and he hoped there was 
not one Noble Lord befides the Noble Marquis, who underftoo'd 
him as the Noble Marquis had done ; he knew too well, the 
rcfpcfl: due to the Houfe, to its honour, its dignity, and the 
honeft pride of its individual Members, even to entertain a mo- 
mentary idea that the minifters had hirelings in that Houfe. 
But he was not difordfcrly in fiiying that minifters employed 
hirelings; or, at leafl, if he was, he had to plead the example 
of much ftronger language held in that Hoiife on many former 
occafions. He was fpeaking of men of a tery different de- 
fcription ; of a fpccies of perfons who were at the command 
of minifters, and at leaft fuppofed to be their agents and the 
propagators of thofe calumnies daily fpread abroad to the 
prejudice of every Member of either Houfe, who ventured to 
oppofe the meafurcs of Adminiftration. No Noble Lord in 
that Houfe, or out of it, (hould dare to calumniate him with- 
out the proper animadverfion. His meaning was, that in- 
finuations thrown out in that Houfe, if not immediately re- 
pelled, might give a colour to calumnies diffeminated elfcwhere. 
The Noble Lord had made ufe of one argument as extra- 
ordinary as unexpefted from fuch a quarter, and which he 
could not avoid reprobating ; he had faid that if the circum- 
ftances of the war were fo critically fituated, the country fhould 

'be obliged to make one laft defpcrate effort, to rifque all, in 
order to record itfelf in the moment of extremity, a zealous 
and determined advocate of religion, law, order, and fubordi- 
nation. This was defperate language from -minifters; and 
they ought well to confider whether or not the public ear was 
yet attuned to it. Would they, who ought to be the laft to un- 
dervalue the refources of the country, put our nil on the hazard 
of one defperate effort ? Dreadful indeed muft that fituation 

1)e, into which minifters had plunged the nation, when fuch 
cxpreffibns were folcmnly uttered by Noble Lords high in of- 
fice in that Houfe. 

Lord Grenville in reply faid, it was almoft unnecefTary for 

» him to explain that which the Noble Earl had in fo extraordi- 
nary a manner chofen to mifunderftand, and he appealed 
to the Houfe, whether one other Noble Lord could poflibly 
have fo mifconceiircd his meaning. So far from ftating that 
the country was at prefent compelled to a defperate effort, he 
had exprefsly faid, that difTering totally from the Noble Lords, 
who reprefented the ftate of the country to be defperate as they 
had defcribed it ; yet, for the fake of argument, admitting for 
% moment that it was fo, he fhould hope that the zeal and 

f atriotifm of that Houfe would ftimulate them even in the 
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noar of the extremeft danger, to make head againft the dif- 
ficulty, and refift its impullc. He appealed \o the Houfe iKrhci^ 
ther on a daj when the Extraordinary Gazettes that had been 
publiihed proved that our caufe was not defperate^ it was likely 
that he mould put fuch an argument as the Noble Earl liad 
fuppofed? When he turned his view to the Eaft or W^cft 
Indies, asd more cfpecially to what had been atchieved by the 
valour of the illuftrious Prince who commanded our armies in 
the more important theatre of the war, he faw much ground 
for hope, but none for defpair^ and he reprobated the idea of 
feparating the merit of the officers (who, as commanders in 
chief at Martinique, had been inftrumental in the capture of 
that ifland) from the caufe of the country : He gave thofe offi- 
cers ample credit for their judgment, their (kill, and their 
gallantry; but he much doubted whether they themfelres 
would thank the Noble Marquis for diftinguifiiing their merit 
in fo extraordinary a manner. 

Tif Earl of Lauderdale once more rofe to reply and explain^ 
which he did very ihortly. 

Lord Hanvle/bury doled the debate with an aflertion, that, 
from the prefent aipefl of aifairs in the Eaft and Weft Indies^ 
and the fignal fucccfles of the gallant Prince and his brave 
army upon the continent, there could not be a doubt enter- 
tained, but that trade and commerce would flouriih, in lefs 
than twelve months, more than it ever had done in this 
^pire. 

The queftion being loudly called for, the Houfe divided : 
Contents 75 

Proxies 24—99 

Non Ccntents 6 

Majority 93 . 
The Lords with white ftaves were ordered to wait upon hU 
Majefty, to know when he would receive the Addrefs- 
Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS- 

Wednesday, April 30- 

PRUSSIAN subsidy* * 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee, to take 
his Majeft/s muffage into confideration. 

The Houfe being in a Oommitteci Mr. Hobart in the 
chair. 

Tbi 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, in his opinion tba 
motion which he had to fubmit to the Committee related par- 
ticularly to his Majefty's meffage on the treaty entered into 
with the King of rruffia ; the moft regular way, therefore, 
would be, to read the meflage. [The Clerk liaving read the 
meflage, the Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded.] The 
Committee would perceive that there were two points con- 
tained in the meiFage for their confideration : The firft reJ;itcc{ 
to an agreement entered into between his Pruflian Majefty, the 
States General, and his Britannic Majeily; the fecond point 
related more particularly to the Houfe, being an application to 
them to enable his Majefty to fulfil the terms of the treaty, and 
to make provifion for defraying the extraordinary expences of 
the prefent year; and alfo to provide againft any unforefeen 
exigency which might pofllbly occur during the recefs of Par- 
liament. Upon tbe firft part of the meflage he (hould chiefly 
dwell, and fubmit to the Committee fuch obfervations as oc- 
curred to him upon the fubjeA. He was well aware of the 
importance of the meafure to which the meflage referred, andi 
that it would require no inconfiderable degree of attention and 
deliberation ; not only from its magnitude, but from its nature 
and extent ; for it called upon the Committee to enaj>le his 
Majefty to fulfil his engagements, which, confidcring^he ex- 
ertions we had already made, were great ; but ft ill more 
important, if confidercd with reference to the conteft in which 
we were engaged, upon the fuccefs of which depended the 
honour, the fafety, and the very exiftence of Great Britain as 
a nation. In rcfie«fllng upon this fubjeft, and in confidering 
the intere^ we had in it, he would not hefitate to confefs, that 
it certainly would have been more fatisfadlory if he had it ia 
his power to ftate to the Committee, that the King of Pruflia 
ftill continued a principal in the war, fupporting himfelf from 
bis own refources, than to declare that the court of Berlin was 
under the neceflity of applying to any other power to grant it 
pecuniary afliftance, to enable the King of Pruflia to purfue it 
farther; but as this, however near it might be to his wilh, could 
not be done, he felt it his duty, under fuch circumftances, to 
do as much for the general intereft as it was poflible to effcft ; 
and he trufted that fuch would be the opinion of .the Commit- 
tee. It might, perhaps, be matter of doubt and wonder to 
thofe who at a diftance contemplated the fituation of the differ- 
ent powers in Europe, and the intereft that every civilized 
and well-regulated government had in the event of this/War, 
how what he had juft ftated could fairly have happened ; or 
that it could be confiftent with wifdom and found policy in the 
King of Pruflia to rifque the confequences which might pofli- 

Wt 
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bly follow the withdrawing his aid as a principal in the w^u*. 
Such perfons might not have expelled, tlut» andcr fo great a 
preiTore of events, the court of Berlin could have been fo inat- 
tentive to its own interefts, as to abandon an objed, in the 
fuccefsful iflue of which, it was fo deeply concerned. At the 
fame time that the interefts of Pruffia mud be allowed to be as 
deeply engaged in the event of the prefent conteft as thofe of 
any other power, and that he has as many and as ftrong incite- 
ments to the vigorous profecution of the war, it was to be ob- 
ferved that there might have been other circumftanccs, of 
great and important confideration, by which that court 
might have rendered the determination on the queftion more 
difficult to them, than it appeared to us. The Houfc 
would recoiled, that there were certain peculiarities at- 
tending the (ituation of that Monarch and his kingdom, 
which made it more embarraf&ng for him than any other 
member of the confederacy to maintain an army in the. field. 
In point of refourccs, whether we confider them in rcfpeft of 
commerce, of revenue, of population, or conftitution, the 
King of Pruffia was far behind almoft all the other allied 
powers. In that country, the fcarcity of calh, the fcantinefs 
of refource, the circumfcribed nature of the finances, which^ 
though competent to fupport the expences of its internal 
government, and internal defence, were, at the fame time, 
very inadequate to the permanent fupport of an immenfc 
army, carrying on military operations in a diftant country at 
an enormous cxpencc : . Perhaps, under fuch circumftanceSy 
fomc might think that the King of Pruffia was juftifiable in 
looking 'for means to fupport that army from fuCh members of 
the confederacy as were bed able to afford him affiftancc ; and 
more particularly from Great Britain, whofe unexampled pro- 
fperity, unbounded national wealth, and vaft refources, arif« 
ing from the almoft exclufive commerce of the world, ena7 
bled her, in a degree above all others, to meet any exigency 
with confidence, as its fubjcfts had wifely applied a proper 
portion of the national wealth, to fecure the remainder when 
the whole was at ftakc, and enabled her alfo to grant that 
affiftancC) which in a moment of general preffiire was needed by 
one of her allies ; and whofe very wealth, profperity, and re- 
fources, give her.a proportionally greater intcreft in the ultimate 
iffue of the war. While we were eftimating the expences of 
the war, it was our duty to take into confideration the nature 
of the caufe in iflue, and that we were not merely to calculate 
that we were to lay out a certain fum of money for certain 
objefts of an equivocal or doubtful value, but it was our duty 
to confider it on its true and legitimate footing, namely, that 

wc 
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we were engaged in a contcft, upon the event of which de-, 
pended our rights, our liberties, nay, our very cxiftence j and 
then determine how large a part of our wealth we were ready 
to give, to fecure to ourfelves the poflcflion of every thing that 
was valuable to man. This was exaftly the point of view ia 
which the fubjeft, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
ftruck him, with refpefl; to Great Britain ; but with regard to 
Pruflia, it fliould be remembered, that the King afted not 
upon a fixed, permanent, ample revenue, but upon an accu^ 
inulation, w:hich, if exhaufted, might perhaps as efFe£kually 
dcftroy the fecurity of his kingdom, as thofe very mifchiefs, 
to encounter the efiedts of which he had undertaken the war« 
From a confideration how far the various refources which ena* 
bled a ftate to carry on war were in its power, or how far ade-, 
quate to the end propofed, the court of Berlin might be induced 
to confider how far it was its intereft to remain a principal in 
the war, and to doubt whether it might not be nearly lefs dan- 
gerous to the exiftence of its government, than to withdraw 
from the conte(t« Such conGderations might poflibly have led 
the court of Berlin to the determination it had taken ; but fuch 
decifions were the abrupt refolutions of timid and panic-ftruck 
politicians, poiTeffing neither courage nor political fagacity, 
when called upon to aft on great and trying occafions ; for 
certainly had he the honour of being one of the advifers of his 
PruiTian Majefty, he (hould, notwithftanding thefe various 
confiderations, have been a ftrenuous advocate for his conti- 
nuing a principai in the war ; and (hould have advifed him to 
hazard every thing, rather than recede from the engagements 
he had made with the other allied powers } becaufe he was 
well convmced, that the beft fecurity which could be obtained 
in the prefent crifis, would be a complete triumph over an 
enemy, who had declared itfelf inimical to all the powers of 
Europe. Such were the arguments he fhould have advanced 
in the PruiRan cabinet, fully convinced, that, notwithftanding 
the great prcfffure of the danger, a bold, a manly, and a vigor- 
ous refiftance, ought to be given to encroachments of a new 
and extraordinary power, which not only menaced the down- 
fall of all governments, but the deftrudion of focial and civil 
order amongft mankind, . Whatever was the caufe of the con- 
trary determination of the Pruffian Cabinet, whether her trea- 
fure was exhaufted, or too rapidly exhaufting, were points not 
at pre(ent material ; it was enough, in the prefent cafe, to 
fay, that, whether the court of Berlin thought itfelf unable, 
or exprefled itfelf unwilling, to continue its efforts in the pro- 
fecution of the war, on its own account, and that, all the cir- 
cumftances confidered, it was juftified ia coming to fuch a 
I deter- 
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determination, that was by no means the (ituation of this 
country ; and, however he might regret the condu£t of the 
King of Prnffia on the prefcnt occanon, yet he would fay, 
Aat if his operations and affiftance were neceflary for the gene- 
ral caufe, and that thofe operations and that affiftance could 
not be fecured without a compenfation, that it was our 
intereft and advantage to give fuch compenfation ; and this 
propofition he was ready to maintain, if any Gentleman (hould 
think fit to contend the point. Upon the grounds that the 
Houfe and the Public had determined to fupport the war, he 
«lid not think there could exift in the Committee, or in the 
tnrnd of any man who wiflied to fee an end of the war, a 
doubt of the truth of this obfervation, and of the neceffity and 
propriety of the ftep which had been taken. How far cenfure 
attached to the condud of the King of Pruffia, was at that 
moment of no confequence in the confideration of the fubjeft 
immediately before the Houfe; for the very circumftances 
whkh rendered his feceffion blameable, more ftrongly evinced 
the neceffity of carrying on the. war with vigour^ of bringing 
in every force that could be procured in aid of it, and particu- 
larly of fecuring the continuance of thofe exertions which ori- 
ginally formed the ground-work of the confederate operations*. 
It therefore only remained for the Committee to confider what 
the terms of the treaty were, what the affiftance ftipulated for 
•was, and what the conditions upon which the affiftance fo fti- 
pulated, was to be granted. By the firft article, *' his Pruffian 
*^ Majefty engages to furnifli an army of 6^^,400 men, con- 
^ formable to the cftabliihment which he has caufed to be deli- 
•* vered to the minifters of the maritime powers, which cfta- 
^ b)ifl)ment ftiall be confidcred as forming part of the prefent 
** treaty. This army fhall renv^in united under a Pruffiait 
" commander, and Ihall act in the moft effefkual manner 
*« againft the common enemy, either feparately, or jointly 
** with a body of troops in the pay of the maritime powers, or 
*^ one of them. The faid army ihall be, and ftiall remain, as 
** complete as poffible ; and fhall be employed, according to a 
•' concert on military points between his Britannic Majeftyt 
«* his Pruffian Majefty, and their High MightineiTes the States 
" General of the United Provinces, wherever it fhall be judged 
" moft fuitable to the intereft of the maritime powers." la 
this number of 62,000 men was to be included 32,000, which, 
by other cxifting treaties, the King of Pruffia was bound to 
furniih ; 20,oOQ to this country and 12,000 to Holland; 
which was explained and fet forth in the fecond article of the 
prefcnt treaty. The expence of thefe men, in the proportion 
of ccjooo men to be furniflied to thi& country, and 12,000 to 

Holland, 
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Holland, amounts, at the rate of 50,0001. per month, to ^ 
6oo,oool. to yrhich is to be added the fum of 300,0001. to be 
advanced for (he purpofe of fetting thefe troops in motion ; and 
another fum of ioo,oooI. to defray the expence of their return. 
In addition to thefe fums, there is to be added the fum of 
i,2oo,oool» for bread and forage, at the rate of ioo,oool. per 
month. This, however, was not. to be conGdered as a total 
new* and additional expence ; becaufe, by the former treaty, 
we were bound to pay, for bread and forage, afumof 6oo,oool. 
for the 32,000 men to be furniihed under that treaty, of which 
fum Holland muft pay 125,000!. and we the remaining 
375,oodl. We were, therefore, only to confider as an addi- 
tional expence, in the article of bread and forage, the fum pf 
6oo,oool. which would neceflarily attend the fumiihing vnih 
thefe articles the additional number of troops. 

The next important point in the treaty, to which he (hould 
call the attention of the Houfe, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer faid, was contained in the 6th article, by which ^'. it is 
agreed, that all conqucfts, made by this army, (hall be made 
in the name of the two maritime powers, and (hall remain at 
their difpofal during the war, and at the peace to be made 
fuch ufe of as they ihall then judge mod proper." On this 
article it was to be obferved, that the intereft of the maritime 
powers (England and Holland) alone was fionfulted, and that, 
whatever advantages were acquired by the exertions of this 
force, were to be applied folely to their benefit. 

By the 8th article it was alfo to be obferved, that it was pro* 
vided, that the treaty fliould continue in force to the end 
of the year. He faid, he deemed it neceflary to call the atten- 
tion ox the Committee to this treaty,«the refult of which ap- 
peared to him to be this : That we were to be furnifhed witii 
^n army of 62,000 of the beft military forces in Europe, for 
the fupport of the common caufe, and for thefe troops we were 
to pay but a fum of 1,350,0001. ; but we did not even incur all 
that additional expence ; for if the fum we were bound to pay, 
under the former treaty, for bread and forage, be dedudeJ, it 
would leave a fum of a little more than 900,000! wliich could 
be fairly called a new expence. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, be had ftated the 
amount of expence, and the troops which were to be fupplied : 
Perhaps, however, it might not be quite fufficient to confine 
himfelf to this general ftatemcnt of tlie amount. The»confi- 
dcrations which naturally arofe, were, firft, Whether it was 
material to have this force at all ? Secondly, Whether, from 
any power but Pruflia, fucli a force could be obt.\incii, or 
troops fo deCrabie to be employed ? This point he (hould not 
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argue, except he heard it contelled. The point to which he 
wiihcd more particularly to call the attention of the Commit- 
tee, wa3, whctner the terms of the treaty were reafonable or not? 
In doing diis^he fhould'take a view of the ezpences of this zrmj^ 
and compare it with the expences incident to the procuring 
of any other troops ; and this he (hould conGder in three 
points of view : Firft, the outfit i next, the fubfidy 5 and 
faftly, the bread and forage. As to the firft part, 400,000!. 
was the whole fura required to cover every charge of outfit 
and return, which, if divided by 30,000, the numlxrr of addi- 
tional troops to be fupplied, would amount to no more than 
about 13I. per man. This, compared with any other levies 
(and certainly it was injuftice to compare them, conCdering 
with what readinefs the PruiEan troops could take the field), 
would be found lefs than the expence attending either. 
The bounty money paid to Britifli troops was at thb time 15L 
per man> or more ; and there was afterwards the expence of 
arming and clothing; whereas the Pruflxans were ready 
equipped for the field, without any expence beyond the firft 
levy money. The Hanoverians, who were not fubGdized, coft 
for levy money 13L per man; and the troops fupplied hj 
Hefic Uafiel and HefTe Darmftadt, though lefs in levy money* 
being no more than 81. per man, yet by fubfidy, and other in- 
cidental charges, diey were brought much higher. And the 
annual charge for thefe Pruffian troops would amount to fome- 
thine more than 20I. per man, including cavalry and artillery, 
which was much lefs than what either Britifli troops or fo- 
reign mercenaries coft ; the annual expence of Heffian troops 
being nearlv 23I. per man, and thofe of Hanover about the 
fame ; fo tnat comparing them with any other troops what* 
ever, fuppofing we could procure others equal in readinefs* 
and as valuable, the advantage was obvious. As to the bread 
and forage, they were articles upon which it was not pofiible 
to make an accurate calculation ; but even upon the moft dif- 
advantageous that could be made, the expences on that head 
were much lower than thofe of former wars, and even as low 
as thofe of the prefent war. The fum to cover both rations 
and portions amounts to no more than 19I. 14s. per man per 
annum, including the horfes, which amounted to about half 
the number of men. If this was compared with the forage of 
troops in Flanders, it would be found, that in the latter the 
expence for bread alone amounted to 61. los. per man; and 
this was lower fomewhat than it had been in former wars ; 
and in this country the expence of this article was confiderably 
jrrearer. So that, upon the whole, the fubfidy could not but 
be confidered moderate in point of expence ; and when it was 
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, further confidered, that we had no alternative, it was difficult 
to conceive upon what ground any poiOible bbje£iion to it 
could be flarted. Did there then exift any other ground of 
complaint ? It might perhaps be afked, how we were to difpofe 
of thofc troops? It was certainly true, that we had not the 
fame unlimited and uncontrouled command over them which 
we had over the Hefiians, and other fubfidized troops ; but 
there was a material difference between the fcanty portion of 
troops that could be afforded by the inferior dates of Germany 

i which he declared he did not mean to undervalue in anj 
lape) and the large army of the great military power witn 
whom \i^e were engaged by this treatv, Confider, we had at 
one ftroke obtained 62)00o men of tne troops of at lead the 
fecond military power in Europe, exclufive of 20,000 left with 
our allies as the contingent for the defence of the Empire 5 
and thefe brought forward at once, with all the advantages 
ariling from being under the command of a Prince devoted to 
the atchievement of military fame, and thirfting after military 
glory. Was it not natural for us to view Wm in tliat charac- 
ter, and prudent to apply to him in a manner the moft likely to 
crown our application with fuccefs ? With this view the com- 
mand of thefe troops was to be given to a Pruflian general \ 
and it was, if we confidered the effe£i of human opinion, pru- 
dent to give the command of thefe troops to a Pruflian com- 
mander ; bccaufe otherwife the idea of the Pruflian Monarch 
adding as a princ'ipal in the war might be wholly abandoned, 
and its influence loft. Under all thefe circumftances, could 
there exift a doubt but that this part of the treaty was for our 
advantage ? particulirly, as it was exprefsly declared in the 
moft pofitive terms by which any treaty could be made bind- 
ing, tnat thefe troops were to be employed in the purfuit of 
fuch objcfts as might be judged the moft conducive to the 
interefts of the maritime powers 5 that was, Holland and 
Great Britain. Let Gentlemen look back to all the cafes 
which had ever occurred of a nature fimilar to this, and then 
determine whether fo much had been ever cffefted with a 
power of thisdefcription ? Let them examine all the fubfidiary 
treaties on our records, and fee whether there had ever been 
a fubfidy attended with fuch favourable circumftances, fuch 
controul of application to ourfelves, and fuch complete refer- 
ence to our own particular interefts. In former wars, it liad 
been found neceflary to fubfidize diflerent powers to defend 
themfelves againft their enemies \ not for any pofitive intcreft 
of this country, further thati as conne£led with the general 
fecurity and well being of Europe, but to preferve the balance 
of power, and the rights of independent nations ; every one of 
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which cares went farther than t^e prefent. We had in a for- 
liner war Tubiidized the Eling of Pruffia, to enable him to do* 
fend hioifelf againft Auftria, and keep down her alanning ii^ 
creaGng power^ with whom we were not ourfehrea at war^be* 
ine then only at war with France ; and we fubfidized the Queen 
of Hungary for the defence of her own dominions ; where- 
as, in the prefent cafe, we fubfidize PruiBa folelj for onr own 
interefts and benefit. The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
he mentioned thefc circumftances merely that the Committee 
ml^ht perceive the teal nature of thb treaty in a compandye 
point of view ; and, under all its circumftances and beariogs^ 
he declared himfelf ready to maintain, that the prefent treaty 
was wife and prudent, tne principal object being to bring tl^ 
war to a happy and fpecdy termination, which could not be 
cfTe^ied without energy and vigour. Confidering it in this 
point of view, that we had procured the afliftance of the firft 
military power in Europe to a greater extent, and to purpofes 
more conducive to the interefts of this country, and on terms 
more advantageous than ever fuch an auxiliary had been pro» 
cured before, the fubjed of difcuffion that night was, in his 
opinion, a fubje£l of joy and fatisfaftion. He did not mean to 
fay, that to pay a large fum of money was a matter of joy and 
fatic>fa€lion i nor did he think it a matter of joy and fatisfac- 
tion to be at war, and to be obliged to rifque the lives of our 
fellow-creatures ^ but when the ambition of an enemy com- 
pelled us to contend for liberty, property, and exiftence \ in 
(hort, for every thing that reafon or nature had rendered valu- 
able to mankind, he conceived it muft be matter of joy and 
fatisfaAion to every wife and honcft mind, that the wealth of 
this nation was fo freely given by its owners, to fupport, with 
vigour and effed, the honour and intereft, and finally to pro^ 
cure the peace and tranquillity, of the nation. 

Thus far he had confuited brevity, and had given his ideas 
to the Houfe in a loofe and general way, becaufe he was well 
convinced, that there was no argument which he could ufe in 
fupport of the prefent meafure, that had not been anticipated 
by a large majority of the Houfe and of the Country. With 
regard to the other part of the meflage, it was a pra^iice, fanc- 
tioned by ufagc and cuilom, to enable the executive govern- 
ment, by a vote of credit, to take fuch meafures, during the 
recefs ot Parliament, as exigency might require. In fuch cir* 
cumftanccs as ours, liberality was the beft ccconomy 5 for no- 
thing would fo cfieftualiy abridge the expences of the war^ as 
granting a fun> of money which would enable the executive 
govcrn;ncnt tQ take fucn extenfive mcafures as would (hortcn 
the duration of the war. Thp f^m wliich he Ihould propofe 
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to the Committee to vote as neccffary, would be 2,500,0001* 
Of this fum 1,350,0001. would be applied to fulfil our engage- 
ments with Pruflia, leaving a fum of 1,150,060!. tobedifpofed 
of as occafion might require. To this might be added 2^o,oooL 
voted already in the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
230,0001. the furplus of the a£tual revenue of the quarter, to 
end in the 5th ot April 1794, above the eftimated revenue, 
which together would make a fum of 1,630,000!. to cover any 
extraordinary unforefeen expences which might occur. He de- 
fired it might be underflood that he did not pledge himfelf that 
fucb fum would be fufficicnt for this purpofe 5 for it might 
perhaps be deemed expedient to profecute the war on a more 
extended fcale, by which means it was the mod likely to be 
crowned with ultimate fuccefs. The vote of i,50o,oool- lad 
year more than covered the cxtraordinaries, which amounted 
to little more than 800,000]. principally for the purchafe of 
com. This year the expences would inevitably be greater: 
*But whatever fum Parliament granted with liberality, the Go- 
vernment would ufe their endeavours to expend with pni- 
dence. Minifters would avail themfelves of the large turns 
cheerfully afforded, and had no objeftion to be rcfponfible for 
the confequences. He fhould therefore conclude with mov- 
ing, ** That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a fum 
** not exceeding 2,500,000!. to be raifed by Loans and Exche- 
" quer Bills, be granted to his Majefty for the fervice of the 
** year 1794, to enable his Majefty to make good his engage* 
** ments with the King of Pruffia.^' 

Mr. Fox faid, it was neceffary for him to fay a few words upon 
that very extraordinary occafion, and the extraordinary mannei 
in whicn the fubjcft had been brought forward by the miniftcr. 
The commencement of the Ipeech of the Right Hon. Gentle^ 
man appeared to him to be of the moft alarming tendency. It 
held out a fyftem, which, if purfued, the wealth of this coun- 
try, even fuppofing it to exceed the moft fanguine hopes of the 
moft liberal calculator, was comparatively nothing. It feemed 
to convey this idea, that we were not only to fubfidize the King 
of Pruffia, and enable him to carry on his operations in the 
war, whenever he might be tired of fo doing at his own ex- 
pence, but alfp to bear the whole expence of any other power, 
whenever that power fhould be in the humour to exprefs the 
fame inclination. The Right Hon. Genflcman had faid, that 
If he had the honour of advifing the Court of Berlin, he had 
nol^ubt which way his opinion ftiould be given ; becaufe the 
cxiftence of the nation depended on the iffue of tlie conteft; 
but that the Court of Berlin, from a conCderation of the re- 
ftrifted commerce, the limited refourccs, and the nature and 

form 
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form of the conftitution of Pruffia (which, by the way, ivas 
no proof of its excellence), might have entertained doubts bow 
far it was prudent to remain a principal in this conteft i yet, 
notwithftanding thefe confiderations, the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man would have had no hefitation in advifing that Court to 
have continued a principal in the war. The Honfe would rc^ 
colle£l therefore, that it was told by the miniller of the King 
of England, that his ally, the King of Pruflia, has been fo ill 
advifed, that he had taken the timid, the weak, the mean, the 
wicked, the (hameful and fcandalous determination, by aban« 
doning the war, of abandoning his own honour, abandoning 
the intereft and fafety of his own fubjeds *, this was the 
amount of that obfervation. The minifter had not, however, 
flopped there ; he went further, and faid, (ince this was the 
cafe, lince fuch had been the difgraceful condufl of Pruflia, 
fuch the timid and puRilanimous refult of the councils of the 
Court of Berlin, Great Britain (hould come forward, and prefs 
the King of Pruflia to proceed contrary to the advice of his 
counfcllors, anj^ engage to bear the expence. What ! when 
Spain, Auflria, and all the other powers, might come to the 
fame refolution ? Yes, though all Europe (hould come to that 
refolution ; for he had faid, that from the moment that rcfo- 
lution was taken, it became our intereft and our duty to (land 
in the place of this monarch, and to fay to him, ^^ Since you 
are fo ill advifed upon this bufinefs, and are determined to 
withdraw yourfelf from the conteft, let us have your troopiw 
and you (hall have our money.*' Mr. Fox faid, he wi(hed to 
aik, whether the whole of that argument was not applicable to 
Spain, and to all the other combined powers, at preient at war 
with France i This was not an idle (peculation, it might foon 
become a reality. Did the minifter know the refources of 
Auftria ? Had he any thing to fay, that could give the people 
of this country any ground to hope that the fame dimculty 
would not be felt by the other powers as had been exprefled by 
Pruflia ? They had the fame circumftances of difficulty with 
regard to their wealth and commerce ; and all, except the 
Dutch, the fiime defcft with refped to their conftitution* 
Was there any inconvenience felt by the King of Pruflia, that 
did not belong, in a great degree, to the Emperor, to the King 
of Spain, and to the other combined powers ? What then was 
to be expef^ed to be the refult of all this ? Why, that the 
whole expence would eventually fall on Great Britain. He 
laid the mor^ ftrefs upon this, becaufe the whole force of the 
minifter's argument was to this point. When this came to be 
coupled with the avowed obje£l of the war, the total deftruc- 
tion of the French government, the fituation of thi& country 

was 
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was dreadful. If we (hould be of opinion, that our exiftcncft 
as a nation depended on that point, as the minifter's argument 
maintained, and the other powers (hould follow the ueps of 
the King of Pruffia, then, for the fake of our own exiftence^ 
we might be brought to pay for every man and every horfc in 
Europe employed againft the French in the prefent dreadful 
conteft. From our condu£i in this war, it would feem as if 
we had been originally attacked in it, and Pruflla not at all ; 
as if France had at^cked us in the Eaft and the Weft Indies ; 
and that the King of Prufiia.was only at war with France as 
our allv and afliftant ; but we all knew the fa£t to be other- 
wife, tnat the King of Pruffia originally begun it ; and, for 
any thing we could now prove to the contrary, it was that 
very beginning of his brought on the aggreffion made by the 
French on Holland, and which involved us in the conteft. 
What does the King of Pruffia fay to us upon this occafion ? 
Does he fay, ** Sorry I am that I have involved my friends in 
a difagreeable fituation ; that I have, without intending it, 
brought upon them the calamities of war ; but now that I 
have done fo, I feel myfelf bound, by every tie of honour and 
of juftice, to double, treble my efforts to get them out of it /" 
No ; the language was thij, ** I have got Great Britain and 
Holland into this conteft : They are involved in it at this mo- 
ment from my adventure, and my dominions are more remote, 
and confequently not fo immediately aifeAed as yours: I will 
difcontinue my efforts, unlefs they chufe to bear my expcnces.** 
—It was hardly poffible for the mind of man to conceive a 
circumftance more odious, and liable to fufpicion of every 
kind, than this condu£t of the King of Pruffia } it had in it 
fuch materials, and was compofcd of a mixture of fraud, per* 
. fidy, and meannefs, perfeftly new to all modern political bif- 
tory. He had declared it to be our caufe, and not his j and 
that he would proceed no further on his own account. So 
infamous, indeed, had been the condudt of the King of Pruf- 
fia, that it was impoffible for any man of the leaft prudence to 
truft that Court in any thing ; and yet this was the Court to 
which the people of this country were, by the propofai of the 
minifter of the King of England that night, to pay 1 ,350,000!. 
for carrying on the war which that Court itfcif commenced. 
What fecurity had we, even after agreeing to pay this money, 
that the King of Pruffia would not fay he had met with further 
(Ufficulties, and make another demand of us, even in the courfe 
of this campaign ? What confidence could we place in a per- 
fon who had already betrayed all confidence r How did we 
know that the fuccefsof this application would not give birth 
to others ? Though fome might be difpofed to blame them, 

yer 
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jct in his mind Auftria and Spain might come to ns witb a 
much bettor gracc» with more honour, and with more reafbn, 
for a fubfidy than Pruflia ! All this while, however, he w^as 
miftaking the thing altogether. It was not Proflia that alkcd 
this of U8, it was we a&cd it of Pruflia ! It feemed as if the 
cxiftence of Great Britain, as a nation, depended upon this 
afliltance of Pruf&a ! This was a da? of good fortune to Eng- 
land 1 A day of joy and fatisfa^lion ! Juu as much a matter of 
loy and fatisfa£lion, as if a patient were to be told, that if hi» 
limb were not amputated, he would die of a mortification. 
Such a misfortune would, in his opinion, be at leaft a matter 
of condolence, as painful in the operation, and doubtful in the . 
event. He might exhort his friend to bear it with fortitude^ 
and to fubmit with patience, as he thereby efcaped a greater 
evil } but he could never lay, ^* My dear friend, I congratulate 
you on this happy day, as a day of good fortune ! I rejoice is 
the lofs of your limb, as a matter ot joy and fatisfadion/* It 
might have been wi(hed that theminifter hadpoflefled abetter 
tafte than to have fele£led fuch a topic as a theme of joy ! It 
ihould have been fpoken of as a fcene of painful fufiering, as it 
mournfully is *, fuch as this country had feldom, if evei, before 
felt I Having (aid this, he wifhed to know in what light we 
were to confider the fituation of the King of Pruffia in we war 
at this moment ? It was at Icaft extremely ambiguous. Had 
he ceafed to be a principal or not ? Indeed, the minifter had 
given no information on that fubje£i j for a good leafon, be* 
caufe he had none to give. He nad thought proper to allude 
to other treaties, and to take what he callecl a comparative 
view of them and the prcfent i and in doing this, he nad re* 
courfe to a paltry cavil, unworthy of him. He was furprifed 
tliat a man, prerenciing to any thing like intelleft, or who had a 
mind of any f^z^y iliould attempt it. He meant the allufion . 
to the fttbfidiary treaty with Pruflia againft the power of Auf* 
tria, in the war which ended in the peace of 1763. It was 
true, w« had not formally declared war againft Auftria ; in 
that cafe we were at war, in the dry fenfe» only with France ; 
but had not Auftria concluded a treaty with France i 

The next point to be confidered was the command of the 
troops that were to be employed, and for which we are to pay 
the king of Pruflia. The mtnifter had faid, it was proper they 
ihould be under, the command of a Prince fo fond of nuliury 
glory. He did not expe^ to hear that it was matter of joy 
and fatisHi^tion to the people of this country, that when their 
money was voted for the maintenance of an army, fome officer 
of their own was not to have command and controul over 
thfO) > in tljc common courfe of common fcnfe, it might have 

been 
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been expected, that thofc who paid them fliould com mind 
thcniy tndead of giving the command to a pcrfon wli.; hdd al- 
ready aflbrded fo very indifferent proofs of military integrity. 
And certainly it could not be deemed very prudent in us, to 
entruft the care of our intereil (if that would be admitted to be 
any authority) in the conduft of the war, to a Prince, who, by 
his own declaration, had been too improvident of his own, to 
be able to carry on the war he had him Tjlf commenced. 

The great object of all thefe kind of treaties was to enable 
the continental powers, with which we were coiyiefted^ to 
figlit their own battles with effeft, and to create; fo powerful a 
diverfion on the fide of France, as to hinder the full effedl of 
her naval exertions. When this was underftood to be the na- 
ture and effedl of thefe alliances, every contrading party, under 
the influence of private intereft, was difpofed to the utmoft 
exertion for the common caufe. But we were now fo diffi- 
dent of the zeal of our allies, that we were determined to 
make it entirely a Britifli and Dutch concern ; and yet we 
employed a Monarch to a£t in our behalf, who was uncon- 
cerned in the ifTue of the enterprifes he might undertake. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 

2uer) bad been as perfpicuous as he ufually was in matter of 
etail, in his comparative eftimate of the expencc of this fub- 
fidy treaty, and thofe which have been concluded between this 
country and the other German principalities. Without exa- 
mining into the minutia of thefe different treaties, he would 
only remark, that, under the ftipulations of the treaty of 1787, 
the King of Pruflia was bound to furnifli the King of Great 
Britain apd the States of Holland with 32,000 men, for the 
fum of 6oo,oool. fo that every (lulling of the remaining part of 
the aggregate fum was appropriated to the payment and i\xU 
tenance of the additional 30,000 men, which was at the rate 
of at lead 40I. per man, exclufive of the four hundred thoufand 
pounds which muft be paid to the King of Pruffia before he 
began his march ; upon the whole, therefore, the fum of fixtecn 
hundred thoufand pounds was to be paid to this Prince during 
the firft nine months of our alliance with him. 

On this part ^of the fubjeft it was not, however, his inten- , 
tion to.dwell any longer, as the ternis of this bargain gave rife 
to inquiries of very inferior moment, when compared with 
thofe more important fugged ions which arofc from the gene- 
ral view of thefubjccl, and the charaftcr and conduft of the 
party with whpm we had formed this alliance. He defired tp 
afk the Houfe, whether the perfidious condud of the Court of 
Berlin toFrance.and Poland were a fufficient motive to induce 
us to place implicit confidence in its future adherchce to the 
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faith of treaties ? Or could wc hope to derive much benefit 
from the prote£lion of the King of Pruffia, when his having 
ruined his own fubjefts, and cxhaufted his treafury, were 
ailigned as the principal rcafons for affording him this fupply 
of money ? He was alfo under fome difficulty as to the extent 
of the engagements under which the States of Holland had 
come by the ftlpulations of this treaty 5 for, according to it» 
tenor, we were bound, in the firft inilance, to pay the King 
of Pruflia the whole of this fum, and to take the collateral fe- 
curity of Holland for the amount of 400,000!. and the Dutch 
were only bound to make this payment in the courfc of the 
current year ; whereas, by a fcparate article, wc had agreed to 
continue it during the continuance of the war. The Right Hon. 
Gentlcman was, indeed, better acquainted witK the rcfources 
of the States of the United Provinces than he could pretend 
to be ; but could he give the Houfe any affurance that they 
could bear this expence for a longer period than the prefent 
campaign, however willing they might be to continue it fur- 
ther ? He certainly entertained no doubt but that the Dutdi 
would fulfil any engagement they had entered into; bat 
furely no perfon could anfwcr for them further than the extent 
of fuch engagement went. Indeed, the manner in which we 
had conduced ourfclves to that Republic, was cruel in thelaft 
degree ; and though he entirely pitied the fcveral powers en- 
gaged in this conteft, he felt moft for the Dutch, who, he wai 
convinced, had they been left free agents, would have avoided 
this war, and preferved the tranquillity and peace of their 
country by means of negociatton. At the commencement of 
the \vzr, we were told that the Dutch were ferioufly aggrieved 
by the French. It was contended that we were bound to 
maintain to the Dutch the cxclufive navigation of the Scheldt : 
But did they complain of the infringement or aggreifion i 
Certainly they did not: They would however have com- 
plained } but fuch was their fituation, and fuch their awe of 
the French, that they dared not. Now Gentlemen began to 
fpeak more openly, and ridicule thofe who could be fo weak 
as to believe that thefe were the grounds of the war. One 
Right Hon. Gentleman had exclaimed, " A war for the 
Scheldt 5 a war for — what is too indelicate for me to 
mention in this place. [Alluding to Mr. Burhe^ 'who had on a 
/inner day^ exclairnedy A war for the Scheldt ! a war for a 
chamber-pot /] Do you really think fo ? Are you rcallv fuch 
fools ? Are you fuch idcots as to think that wh^t was held forth 
in the Kings fpeech, and in the Addrefs of this Houfe, in an- 
fwer to it, as the pretences of >the war, to be really the objeds 
•f the war ?" «* Sir (faid Mr. Fox), to tell you the truth, I am 

not 
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not that fool \ for I never did think fo ; and I as much believe 
that minifters went to war for the exclufive navigation of the 
Scheldt to the Dutch, as they would for the mean objedi al- 
luded to by the Right Hon. Gentleman." 

Was it probable that this meafure of fubfidizing the King of 
i^ruflia would be in the end efPefbual ? The different powers in 
the combination were in diftrefTed circumftances already. If 
report fpoke truly, this application for a fubfidy to the King of 
Pruflia was made to other powers before it came to us : Others 
iiad had an opportunity of fharing in the glory of this day, but 
they declined the honour ; it was refcrved exclufively to Great 
Britain. If report fpoke truly, the Emperor had the offer of 
that honour. If report fpoke truly, the King of Spain had the 
fame honour. If report fpoke truly, they were all unable to 
defray their own expences ; even the Empiefs of Ruflia was in 
that (ituation. It was prudent of them not to engage to defray 
the expences of others, before they were able to difcharge 
their own. He fpoke only from general report, but he be- 
lieved it to be pretty nearly of as good authority as the mani- 
fefto of the King ot Pruflia : From that he learnt that the trea- 
furies of thefe powers were already exhauiled ;' and if fo, wc 
were to be the only power who were able to advance any more 
wealth in this dreadful war. It became us to look our (itua- 
tion manfully in the face,^ and to fee what the probability was 
•of our being able to bear it. He perhaps thought more highly 
of the refources of this country than the mod learned man 
who had ever yet fpokenor written upon the fubje£l ; but as an 
Hon. Friend of his (Mr. Whitbread) had faid, they were like 
every thing elfe in human affairs, not infinite, but finite ; they 
therefore mould not be oppofed to expences that were infinite ; 
with thofe fentiments of the objeft of the war which we now 
profefled, and which our allies know to be the fentiments of our 
government, it would be needlefs to higgle about the amount 
of a fubfidy; as the afliftance of the allies, and their continu* 
ance in the war, was admitted to be neceffary to our exiftence, 
they had nothing more to do, than to fettle what fubfidy it 
would pleafe them to receive, and, by the arguments of the 
minifter, that fubfidy muft be paid. 

On the opening of the budget, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had dated, that he (hould take a vote of credit for two millions 
only; and now he propofes a vote for half a million more. If 
the Pruflian fubfidy was then in expeflation, as he doubted 
not but it was, the fair inference from this would be, that our 
bargain with Pruffia was not as g6od as we had reafon to ex- 
pe£E ; but, driven to the necefiiity of obtaining his afliftance at 
9II events, we were obliged to comply ^ith bis unreafonabie 

3 G2 demands } 
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demands : According to the Right Hon. Gentleman's own 
ilatementy it appeared « tl)at, from the fum of two millions to 
be votedj together with the furplus of 230,000!. there would 
be a fuin of nearly 900,000). which could have been applied to 
this fubiidy* and which he believed was fomething more than 
It was expe£bed to amount to; but being miftaken in this cal- 
culation, he found it neccflary to come for another half mil- 
lion I from which it was fair to conclude, that the bargain was 
* worfe by this fum of 500,0001. and 230,000!. the amount of 
the furplus of the quarter ending the 5th of April, making to- 
gether 730,0001. than the minifter himfelf cxpe^ed ; which 
was one argument, at lead, that the bargain was not that very 
excellent one he had taken I'ucli pains to reprefent it to be. 

In point of expence, the prcfen: year would be found to be 
one of the moft expenfive this country had ever experienced. 
Let it be confidered, it was but, in fad>, the firft year of the 
war, and we might be afiured that the expence would increafe 
every year during its coniipuance. When the people took this 
into their confiJL ration, when they rctledlcd on the extentive 
fcale on which taxes have been impofed in the prcfcnf, 
and the load that muil be unavoidably laid on in the next year, 
even though a peace ihould be immediately concluded, and 
conne£^ with this con fi deration, the dreadful and extravagant 

{)rincipie of fubfidizing all Europe, the prefent day, he be- 
ieved, would not be to them a day of joy and congratulation, 
but of real rational concern. They mull fee that if the prefent 
fydem were to be perfevered in, this country would be foon 
reduced to the exhauiled (late in which Pruflia was at prefent ; 
but, unlike PruiEa, (he would have no Great Britain to recur 
to for affiftance ; no credulous dupe to fupply her wants: She 
would find her allies equally, and perhaps more, exhaufted 
than Pruflia, who, in his opinion, was not even at this day 
the pooreft of qur allies. For thefe various reafons, and an 
anxious defire to avert a great and impending evil ifrom his 
country, Mr. Fox faid, he (hould propofc an amendment to 
the refolution moved, by which this treaty might be avoided. 
He therefore moved, " That the fum of 1,150,0001. be infertcd 
** in the ]>hce of 2,500,000!.** 

Mr. Windkavi faid he fiiould trouble the Houfe with a very 
few remarks, in r^-ply to what had fallen from his Right Hon. 
Friend, from whon^, on the prefent quedion, he totally dif- 
fered. His Right Hon. Fiiciid had made ufe of no argument 
whatevrr that could induce him, or the Houfe^ to give their 
vote iguinli: the queftion as originally moved. Great and ftrong 
geieral arguments had been ufed ; but they Only could be 
taken as reafons againil war in general, and. were not appli- 
cable 
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c^Ue to the circumftftnces of the prefent war : Nor had the 
gloomy profpe£t$, held out as the effc£^s and confequences of 
war, any conclufive tendency, that ought to di£bate to Gentle* 
men the vote which they were that night to give. In his 
mind, the only reafoning, and the only qucftion, to be debated^ 
was, Whether the prefent afliftance to be fccured by the treaty 
with Pruffi?, was worth purchafing at the price to be paid for 
it ? and then, Whether^ being a ncccflary and proper aid to 
afk, it couid be obtained in any other way, or at a cheaper 
rate? On thefe points his Right Hon. Friend had not given 
the Houfe any thing like an intelligible argument : He hnd no 
hefitation in faying, that the terms of the treaty on the table^ 
were the bed and cheapeft that could have been got, and that 
the whole of the meafure wus politic, expedient, and abfp- 
lutely neccflary. One argument of his Right Hon. Friend^ 
he thought was very improperly put to the Houfe. He had 
faid, What fecurity was there that our other allies might not 
foon be in the fame fituation that Pruflia was ? might we not 
be called upon next year in a fimilar way by Spain, by Audria, 
and by other powers with whom we were allied in this war; 
and if fo, where would be the end of it ? Would any perfon 
fay that the refources even of Great Britain would not be fo 
cxhaufted, and drained, by fuch extravagant demands, that 
finally ibe mud yield to her embarrafled cii^cumdances, and 
know not where to apply for refief ? In this way to ^ive up 
our caufe to defpair, was more the language of peeviQinefs 
^nd paHion, than he had been accuftomed to hear from his 
Right Hon. Friend. 

With regard to the different allufions that had been made 
to the condu£t of Pruflia at other times, he did not mean to 
enter at all into them j but allowing, merely for argument's 
fake, that it had deferved the epithet of difcraceful, and all 
the others which had been applied to it, dm he defired to 
know, when fuch aflidance was materially neceflary to the 
raufe and the objects in which this country had engaged, who 
there was that would refufe to give the terms propofed by the 
prefent treaty? The quedion then came (hortly to be, Whe- 
ther the aflidance of the King of Pruflia wJrs ncccflary, and 
what price was it worth ? And upon that quedion alone Gen- 
tlef^en had to make up their minds, and give their votes ac- 
cordingly. It had been dated as a matter of inconvenience^ 
and poffible danger, th^t the troops contrafted for by this 
treaty, were not to be entirely at the difpofal and dire£lion of 
this country as to the condu6l of their operations ; and the 
uncertainty of the part which Pruflia might take in the future 

events 
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events of the war, had likewife been OMntioned. Mr. Wind* 
liam faid he did not confider that that point had been fairly 
srgued by his Right Hon. Friend ; nor that it was fsdr t6 infer 
from any , thing that had fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppoGte, that by the ftipulatton, which gare the King of 
Pruffia a right to condud, in a certain degree, die operations 
of thofe men which he was bound to provide for the commoii 
caufe, we gave a power to a military monarch merely to in« 
creafe his own military glory, and not to promote it in fudi a 
manner as we might deem beneficial to the interefts of this 
country. It ought to be remembered, that there were two 
words to every bargain } and certainly the treaty provided^ 
that if we were bound to the King of Pruffia, there were 
likewife conditions by which the King of Pniflia was equally 
bound to us. 

With regard to the inability of our other allies, to go on 
without demanding fubfidies from us, however that might be 
wfcd as a general argument, there was no chance of its apply- 
ing to the prefent circumllances of the wan Auftria had 
taken her (hare in the whole of it, and had aded largely, by 
V fending at leaft 1 80,000 men into the field ; and unlefs we 
found it a defirable thing to be in alliance with the prefent 
sdeteftable fyftem- exercifing in France, and to give up our 
ether alliances, Mr. Windham declared that he could not fee 
the (hadow of a reafon or argument for refifting terms fo fa^ 
vourable as thofe propofed by Pruffia, when in our power te 
obtain diem. He confefled that he expe£^ed to have heard 
more arguments than had been yet brought forward againft its 
but he was pleafed to find that even his Right Hon. Friend, 
with all his ability and ingenuity, had not been able to adduce 
any. He had argued chiefly againft the principle of the war, 
and not againft the terms of the treaty 1 but that appeared not 
to come within the limits of the prefent difcuffion, and the 
opinion of the Houfe was fufficiently known upon it before. 
With regard to the comparifon which Mr. Fox had made be- 
tween the Chancellor of the Exchequer's calling the prefent a 
day of joy and congratulation, becaufe, by this effort, we 
inieht fave the country from deftrudion, and calling a day on 
which a friend might lofe a limb a day of congratulation, be* 
0aufe by amputating it a mortification might be prevented, or 
even his life might be favedi. certainly in that cafe, even as 
die Hon. Gentleman had ftated it, he fliould think it a day of 
congratulation to a friend, though he might fuffer a confidera- 
ble degree of pain, and be at the expence of a limb, that, upon 
theOe terms, his life was faved. 

The 
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The queftion tiras then put upon Mr. Fox's amendments 
but not being put cx^fklj as he meant it, 

Mr. Fox fatd that he underftood the regular way of moving 
an amendment to fuch queftions as the prefent, was by pro- 
pofing to vote the fmaller fum ) becaufe it might be prefumed 
that the Houfe was more inclined to vote a fmall than a larger 
fum of their conftituents' money } though he owned there had 
been nothing in the late praflice of the Houfe which confirmed 
that opinion. He had likewife to add, that though he only 
propofed tp alter the fum, the intention of his amendnlent was 
to difapprove all that followed of the original refolution. 

The Committee divided on* the amendment: 
^yej 33 

Noes 134 

' Majority 10 1 

The original refolution was then put and carried} and the 
Import ordered' to be received *. 

CONTRACTORS. 

Mr, Thornton f after fome remarks on the manner in which 
Government contrails were fomctimes difpofed of, in many 
inftances, to the great difadvantage of the Public, moved for 
leave to bring in a Bill to explain and^mend fo much of the Bill 
commonly known by the name of the ContraSors' Bill, as 
difqualifies perfons holding Government contrails to fit in 
Parliament, and to ena£t that in future all contrafts fhall be 
made by public advcnifemcnt, and given to the perfon who 
fliall ofiFer terms the moft favourable to the Public. 

Mr. Chifwell feconded the motion, and'ftated, that, in 
confequence of the exifting A£V, Government were obliged to 
pay a greater rate for certain articles, than tliey could be 
ferved tor, if Members of Parliament could make theCe con- 
tra£ls* 

Mr, Sheridan oppofed the motion, obferving that this Was 
a ferious queftion, and merited the attention of the Houfe. 
It was his opinion, though the country might gain a fmall 
advantage in the articles alluded to by the Hon, Member, 
that it would lofe a great deal in refpeft to the independ- 
ence of Parliament and the excellence of its conftitution. The 
AEt in queftion had been made upon mature confideration,^ 
and with the beft intentions ; and to repeal it would be to open 
a door to corruption, which the framers of that law had taken 
fome pains to (nut. To repeal it, and admit contra£iors again 
to feats in Parliament, would lead to this mifchief, no other 
part of the Bill would be obferved, and contraAs would be 
• For a copy of the treaty, vidt the Appendix to thit yoluroe. 

difpofed 
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difpofed of for the purpofe of influence in that Houfe, as 
beloTc. 

Mi-, Rolle faidy that doabtlefs that law was a wife and ex« 
Cfllent law, made upon mature deliberajtion,* and under a ^ 
convidion of its neceflity, and that it would be proper to ftop 
any attempt to repeal it in the firft inftance. 

Mr. M, Robin/on objcfled to bringing forward fuch a pit>po-* 
Ctior at fuch an hour, without previous notice. 

Mr. "Thornton faid he had given notice of it two 
days before, and every reafonable opportunity for confidcr- 
ation and difcuihon (hould be given on the future ftagesof tfac 
Bill. 

After ftr angers were ordered to withdraw, 

Mr, Joliffe faid he fhould fupport.the motion, becaufe he 
had always difapprovcd.of the whole of the Bill which it pro- 
pofed to amend. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer alfo approved of the motion^ 
but not on grounds quite fo extenfive. 

The Houfc divided on the motion : 
Ayes 48 

Noes 24 

Majority 24 
The Houfc then went through fome private bufinefs, and 
adjourned. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, May i. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

The Dule 0/ Clarence h\d, as bufinefs of great importance 
was likely to take place next day and engage the attention of 
the Houfe, in which the Noble and Learned Lord* would bt 
occupied, he ^»ould move, that the Order of the Day for the 
further hearing of Evidence on the Slave Trade, be difcharged, 
and the Order be appointed for Tuefday the 6th. 

Lord Auckland faid, the next would oe a heavy day, and the 
Learned Lord engaged. 

Earl Stanhope wiflied that, for the accommodation of bufi- 
nefs, the Houfc would chufe a Speaker, without intruding on 
the Noble and Learned Lord's time fo much. Bufinefs might 
then go on, though not fo well, perhaps, as if the Noble and 
Learned Lord was prefcnt, but not part of the bufinefs, fuch 
as moving to takcdownhis words, and things of that fort might 
as \vcjl dont by .another perfon. If a Speaker were chofen, tiiey 
• Lcrd Lcughborough. 

(hould 



fhottld be able to make more progrefs^ and take up left of tbc 
NoUe and Learned Lord's time. 

ne Duki of Clartnce did not believe that any Noble Lord 
meant any thing illiberal or indecently petfoiud) he muft 
therefore perfift in his motion, and for that reafon mored ta - 
difcharge the Order of the Day refpeding the Slave Trader 
' The Bt/bop 0/ Rxbejler agreed with the Duke of Clarence* 
The Order was difchargcd, and a new Order made for 
>ruefday.<-^Adjoumed» 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

THURSt)Ay, Afay 1. 

At four o^clock the Speaker counted the Itoufe \ atid there 
ttelng only thirty-fix Members prefent, the Houfe neceflarily 

Separated* 

■ > i- it* 

HOUSE OF lords- 
Friday, May 2. 

SLAVE TRADE4 

On the fecond reading of the Bill to aboliih the Tracie in 
African Slaves, to the Weil India Iflands, in Britiih yeiiels^ 

L^rd Abingdon faid^ '* I rife to trouble your Lordihips witli 
a few obfervatiohs in oppofition to the principles of this fiill, 
purporting to be, as it is, ^ a Bill for aboU(hing the Tr^dc 
carried on for fupplying Foreign Territories with Slaves«* 

^ And having already, upon a former occafion, incontro** 
•vertibly fhewn and demonftratively proved to your Lordfhips, 
beyond the reach even of fophiilry to difpute, or argument to 
deny, that this propofition, namely, that for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, is a French propofition ; that it is grounded 
in and founded upon French principles} that it means neither 
more, nor lefs, nor other, than libirty andeqtmlityi that it had 
Thomas Paine's Righu rf Man for its chief and bed fup* 
port ; that its origin in this country, I mean its Parliamentary 
origin, was in confequence of correfpondcnces held by indi« 
vidua! Members of Parliament here with individuals of the 
National Convention of France, and by the intercoarfe of ex- 
illing clubs in both countries | that by being carried into ef« 
fe£^ in France (whilft we* are pari pajfu following the fame 
tjfitm and example), it has had in the colonies 0? France all 
the direful e3'e£ts deducible out of and neceflarily flowing 
from fuch principles) namely, thofe of infubordinatfonianardiyt 
-Vol. III. aH ioiv 
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confttfioii^ murder, havock^ deraftation* and min-^ fay» my 
. Lords, haTing laid thcfe plain traths before four Lordlh^ps, it 
Is not my defign here to prefii this ground of ob|e£kion any 
fiirther ; and yet before I leave this topic of argument, may I 
be permitted to appeal to the Honfe — ^may I be allowed to ad* 
drefs myfelf to the Right Reverend Bench of Bifliopti and in 
particular to the Right Reverend Prelate whofe mind has been 
10 readilv made up upon this occafion, and to afk him« whe- 
ther he has ever lerioufly applied thefe confiderations to this 
fabje£i, and has viewed it in the light in which it is here placed ? 
And if he has, will he fay, that he does not find in it that 
fptrit of noyeky and innovation which are the chara£%erifli€ 
marks of the prefent times ? Will he fay, that he does not fee 
a ftroog affinity and relationihip between this propofition for 
the Abolition of the Slave Tradie, and thofe other propoGtions 
of reform which the new philofophy of the age is now lb 
loudly calling out for ? Does he believe from his heart, that the 
freedom of negroes in Africa and the Weft Indies is the real 
motive of this propofition, and that there are not other reafons 
lefs remote and much niehcr home upon which it has its 
foundation and bottotn ? In a word, cannot the Right Re- 
verend Prelate, with his microfcopic eye (for as a man of 
fcicnce a microfcopic eye he muft have), perceive in this pro- 
pofition feeds of other abolitions different and diftin£k nrom 
that which it profefles, and which may not fooner or later grow 
up to the downfall even of that very Bench on which he and 
his Brethren now fit fo much at their eafe in this Hoafe ? But 
here I leave thefe refledlions to that confideration of thenar 
which their importance might feem to require. 

" And now the next ground of objeftbn to the principle 
of this Bill is of a more immediate and dired nature, nor by 
inference, nor by inutndo^ nor by deduction of argument, but 
drily, plainly, fimply, and unequivocally this— that it is in 
open violation and avowed fubverfion of one of the three 
leading and fundamental principles of the conllitution of this 
tountry. What thcfe prmciples are, every body knows, or at 
lead ought to know, though I fear they are not to well under- 
ilood or attended to as they ought to be. 

*< True it is, that the conftitution of this country is, as it is 
faid, in ore ammum, but more truly in mente nMus — talked of 
by all, but in the underftanding of none. But be this as it 
may> the conftitution is ftili the fame, and thcfe its leading 
and fundamental principles being *^ the right of perfinal Je^ 
curity^ the right rf perfinal liberty^ and the right of private pro* 
/fhy.** I fay, that this propofition for the abolition of tlie 
4 Slave 
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SlaTc Trade is in open violation and avowed fubveriionof one 
of diefe three fundamental principles, namely, that of ibt right 
rf private property \ a right fo Yacredt (hat, as a late venerable 
and learned law Lord of this Houfe once affirmed of the re- 
prefentation of this fcountry, that there was not a blade of 
f rafs in it that was not reprefenCed 9 fo, with the fame em-» 
phatic truth, may it be here faid, that there is not a blade of 
grafs in or out of this country appertaining to it that is not 
the immediate fubjed: of the invi^abiHty of this right. And 
yet, what is the propofition? Under this conftitutional right 
of this country, 70,060,000 of private property vefted in the 
WeftJndies alone, not to fpeak of the immenfe profit of the 
trade itfelf, fan^ioned in its ufe and enjoyment for a period 
oi two hundred and thirty odd years, and thus fupported by 
tht prefcriptive right of the common law of the land, and not ^ 
only fupported by the prefcriptive right of the common law ' 
of the land, but guaranteed by divers and repeated A£ls of 
Parliament, is, what? — is now, by a kwJiUy words in VL^Uy 
A& of Parliament, not only to be violated, but to be put to the 
rifle and hazard of total annihilation and deftru£tion. And 
for what ? will any body fpeak out and tell me? Is it to obtain 
the votes and intereft of any defcription of men in this 
country, in order to fecure the feats of individual Members ia 
another Houfe of Parliament? Is this poffible? But if it be» 
what do the owners of this froptitj fav, what does the conftitu* 
tiori fay, what muft the nation at large, in event, fay? AU fufierers 
in degree, muft they not fay,.as the frogs did to the fchool*boys 
in the fable, who w^c pelting them with ftones, ^^ this is 
fport to you, my boys, but remember it is death to us?" But 
oe the caufe what it may, is it an a£i of juftice ? Who will fav 
fo ? Why then it is an zGt of injuftice* And (hall this Hou(e 
(the dernier refort of iuftice) fandiify an 3l& of injuftice ? But 
if it did, what is to be the compenfation ? what the quid pro 
quo ? Is it rcftitution, or reparation for the damage to be fuf- 
tained? No, no, no fuch thing. What then? Is it any thing 
folid or fubftantial? Not that either; but it is a non^entity^ 
it is that which the metaphyficans call an ens ra//jMi>, a creature 
of the underilanding, a mere .abftra£l term in moral philo* 
fophy called humanity^ and which, w termini^ is to balance the 
whole of this great and enormous account. 

^ But here again, leaving thefe reflections to your Lord- 
fhips' confideration, I fliall now (late one other obje£tion, and 
one obje£tion only; and that is not to the principle of the Bill> 
but to the Bill itfelf; and that in a few words, and which ob- 
je^ion is this-— that of all the indecent Bills that ever were 

3 H 2 brougfit 
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broaght up to dusHoufe, this >ppear» to me to be tbe aoft 
iiM^ceiit i for what is die cafe 7 The refolution of your Lord* 
Ihips upon this bufineik I think is in tbeCe words : 
< Ordered^ 
* Thb Houfe do, forthwith proceed to inquire into the 
^ prefent ftate of the trade to Africa, and particuhnly tbc 
^ trade in Slaves i and alfo into the nature, extent, and im-' 
* portance of the fugar, cofiee, and cotton trade, and into the 
^ general ftate and condition of the Weft India iflands, and the 
< means of improving the fame.' 

^ And now, what is this Bill ? In total difregard of this rD« 
folution, pending the inquiry that has been inftituted, before 
that inquiry is juie*half finiflied, and of courfe before all your 
liordihips' minds «/ lea/l^ are made up upon this very queftion^ 
here comes a Bill anticipating our deliberations, and calling 
upon us to do that which at heft our ju<^tnentsare not ripe 
to perform. Now, mj Lords, what motive the other Houfe 
of Parliament might nave for this procedure, it is unneceflarf 
for me to inquire into) but this I know, that they have no 
right to di£bte to us. Let them mind their own bufinefs, and 
we will take care of ours; and in the rejection of this Bill, with 
which I (hall cordially concur, be it remembered, that this will 
notbethefirft time, even within my memory, that this country 
and this conftitution have been iaved by tbii Houfe from the 
rafli and intemperate meafures of the other/* 

JLmri Qnnvilh faid, he had long flnce made up his mind on 
the fubjeA, from the inquiry that had been inftituted in another 
place, when an examination into fa£ls had been gone into in the 
f ulleft manner^ He wiflied to fee the Slave Trade aboliibed, not 
on motives of humanity and propriety foiely, but as a pofitive 
%& of duty. That Houfe had engaged in an inquiry not yet 
finilhed. The Bill ient up by the Houfe of Commons pro- 
pofed an abolition of the Slave Trade in a partial though a 
material branch \ however he might wifli as an individual to 
fee the whole of the trade abolimed, his Lordlhip faid, he 
could not bring himfelf to prefs the Houfe to pafs inch a Bill 
pending the progrefs of the inquiry. His LoTdlhip faid, he 
eameftly wiflied the Houfe would find means to haften tbe 
inquirv, that they might proceed to take the ncceflary fteps 
towards an abolition of the trade in Mo* In the mean time 
he fliould think it expedient to poftpone the fecond reading 
of the Bill for three months, and moved a quettion accordingly 
The Bijhop of Rochejler rofe to concur with the motion of 
the Noble Secretary of State, but wifticd to fay a few words 
in juftification of nis own confiftency, having taken (6 ac^ 
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five a part towards the procuring of the abolition of ihc- ji* 
Tatical trade carried oh upon the coaft of Africa, (o (hocking 
to hamanity« and fo revolting to every feeling of juftice, re- 
ligion, and chriftianity. The French part pf the ifland of 
Domingo was in our pofTeflion, and probably £o were 
dther Weft India iflands* There was therefore, from a 
change of circumftances; a new fitualion of affairs, and be- 
fore they proceeded further with the Bill, he wiOied to know 
how matters were to ftand with regard to the Weft Indies? 
Another reafon why he would concur with the motion was« 
that the Bill appear^ to be perfe^ly nugatory and unneceiTary 
juft at prefent. The ifland of Domingo belonged partly to 
us and partly to the Spaniards; when the negroes were landed 
on one port of the ifland, a walk could take them into the 
part occupied by the Spaniards. It was evident, therefore, 
nhat the oill would be f ruitlefs. The fiifliop profeflfed him- 
iclf to be the determined enemy of French principles, and what 
was termed the Rights of Man, he utterly denied. He, 
fliottld therefore concur with the motion of the Noble Se- 
cretary of State, and for the reafons he bad ai&gned, feel that 
he a£bed with perfed confiftency by giving his vote in fupporc 
•fit, * ^ 

The Duke of Clarence faid* as he had taken fo a£bive a part 
in the bufinefs of the Slave Trade^ he was glad he Ihould be 
able to concur in the motion of the NoMe Secretary of Sute, 
and with the Right Reverend and Learned Prelate, for learned 
he muft be, as he had (hewn in point of geography, by telling 
their Lordihips that the ifland of St. Domingo belonged partly to 
us and partly to Spain, and that when the necroes were land- 
ed at an Engiiih p()rt, they might walk into the Spadifh ter- 
ritory. His Royal Highnefs faid, that, convinced as he was 
of the injuftice aiid iinpoiicy of abolifliing the trade in any 
(hape, he would vote for the motion of the Noble Secretary of 
States with whom he was very happy to coincide on this occafion* 

Earl Stanhope charged the Secretary of State and the fiifliop 
of Rochefter with having changed the principles they had io 
often avowed in refpe£fc to the Slave Trade. He faid, he ad^ 
mired the logic of the Noble Secretary ; he wiflied for a fpeedy 
abolition of the whole trade, and therefore he would put oS 
the Bill. Such logic was clofe, it muft be convincing; for 
his part he had not changed his principles, he was ftiil an 
enemy to the Slave Trade in every part of it, and if the Bill 
were, as the Noble Earl (Lord Abingdon) had dccjarcd it to 
foe, founded on liberty, on equality, and on-French principles, 
ht: liked it the beU^^^ «d4 never would be afraid to.fuppoti 

any 
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any meafure founded on liberty, on equality, and the Rights 
of Mao. He faid, he knew he fliould be in a fmall mioority^ 
that ntghc, but if he ftood alone, he would divide die Hoote 
againft adjourning the fecond reading of the Bill. The Earl 
warmly reprobated the condn£k of die Noble Secretary a^kl 
the Bifliop, and faid, it was clear why die Bifliops were ready 
to abandon the BiU,va. they learned that its tendency was Co 
orerthrow the Bench of Bilhops. He profefied himfelf to be 
a Jacobin, and he hoped he fliould conunne fo to the laft hour 
of his Kfe. Jaatnmfm not being an Englifli word, every man 
had a right to give it what meaning he thought proper. 
The Noble Earl had well defined it to mean French principles^ 
liberty, equality, and the Rights of Man. The Bifliops, he con- 
feflcd, had fomething to do with the queftion, as it concerned 
religion. After more obfervations Lord Stanhope concluded 
with declaring that he gave the Noble Earl (Lord Abingdon) 
credit for having faid, that the Bill fprung from French prin* 
ciples and die Rights of Man. 

Lord GrenvilU faid, the Noble Earl, as thdr Lordihtps muft 
be aware, had totally miftated every argument he had uied. 
He was not at all furprifed at this, becaufe it was the Noble 
Earl's conRant pra£lice ; but he would appeal to their Lord- 
fliips whether he had not didindly faid, that he thought it im- 
proper to prefs their Lordfliips to adopt the Bill pending the 
inquiry, however much he was a friend to the Bill itfelf ; but 
at the fame time exprefled an eameft wifli that they would 
haften die inquiry, in order that all reafooable obftru^ions to 
die Bill pafling might be removed as foon as poflihle. The 
Noble Earl, his Lordfliip obferved, had laid down one curious 
do&rine, viz, that JacMnifm not being an Englifli word, every 
insui had a right to put what conftru£lion he pleafed upon 
it. In that do£^rine he could not concur, in praifingthat 
which was termed liberty, as the refult of Jacobinical prin« 
ciples. He denied that the Bill had any relation to the argu« 
ment that had been built on it, or to the overthrow of the 
Bench of Bifliops. 

The Earl of Mingdcn faid, he had little expeAed to ha>c 
the Noble and Uluftrious Perfonage (the Duke of Clarence) 
againft him that day, as he bad the honour of conferring with 
him on the Bill's being iirft brought into the Houfe, and^hey 
had both azreed, that it was fuch a Bill as ought not to pafs. 
As to the other Noble Earl, he did not wonder at his argument, 
holding the opinion that he did. His Lordfliip accufed the 
Biftiop of Rochefter of having avowed a friendfliip for either 
Briflbt or Condorcetj as philofophers* 

The 
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The BiJbTp of Roche/ler fald, he had no hefitation to admit, 
that there had been times, when he fliould have been happy 
to correfpond with Monfieur Condorcet as a philofopher and 
a man of fcience. ^ / 

The Ecrl of Lauderdale rofe to take notice of what was faid 
Ijr the Noble Secretary of State and the Right Rev, Prelate^ 
both of whom had, by their arguments that day, proved them- 
felves converts from their former opinions, and he was glad 
to take them as fuch. For his part he reprobated any^hinj; 
Ibeydnd a gradual abolition, declaring that he was as earned ^ 
Iriend to a gradual abolition as any man, but would notconfent 
to a fudden and premature total abolition of a trade long war- 
ranted by the law of the land, and encouraged by repeated 
«£ls of the Legiflatuie, under the fan£lion of which a lar^e 
and numerous defcription of perfons had embarked their for- 
tunes, and ftakcd very large liims of money.* Notwithftand- 
ing the Right Rev. Prelate had thought proper to bcftow 
pompous phrafes upon it, and call it a piratical trade^ he (hould 
contend tnat the Slave Trade was to all intents and purpofea 
a legal trade, as legal as any other trade whatfoever. His 
Lordihip declared he concurred in that part of the Noble Earl'js 
(Lord Stanhope) fpeech, which charged the Noble Secretary 
of State and the Right Rev. Prelate with incondftency and 
having changed their opinion, without afllgning fufficient re»- 
fon for fuch change. 

The Bi/hop of Rochejter admitted, that the Sl|ve Trade had 
the fan£tion of law, and at different periods of our hiftorv 
various laws had pafled, which the wifdom and the good fen& 
of the Legiflature had repealed. His Lordihip faid, he could 
not confider the Slave Trade, as carried on along the coaft of 
Africa, to be other than a piratical trade, becaufe it was fo ia 
every reafonable view that could be taken of it. 

Earl Stanhope faid, he had been fo often appealed to, that 
he muft fay, what he h^d on a former occaHon declared, that 
when the Houfe of Commons carried their qucftion for the 
gradual abolition of the Slave Trade, he had written a letter 
of information upon the fubje£l to a gentleman of refpcftable 
charafter and fituation at Paris; not Motifteur Condorcet^ but 
Citoyen Coiidorcet was the perfon. \ 

The queftion was then put, and the Houfe divided : 
Conteftts 45 

Non^Contents 4 

* Hajority 4L 

Howard's 
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ROWARD*S DTVOSLCE BILL. 

Tfie Order of the Day being read for the Houfe to go inta 
a Ccnninittee on the Bit^ 

Tie Dukt 9f Bedford fajd, that before .going into the Com- 
nittee, he wiOied to addrefi their Lordihips for a few minute^. 
Since the laft night when this Bill was under difcaffion, he had 
leceived a letter from Ladjr Elizabeth Bellafffe n^ch he held 
in his hand, in which her Ladyfliip begged him to return their 
Xordihips thanks forthe trouble (he had already occafionedthem^ 
and audiorifed him to give up the annuity of 250L which 
by the Claufe he had moved* and the Committee had adopted, 
iMcn their Lord(hips lad fat on the Bill, (he was to receive ; 
but (he hoped and trufted that the 7000!. to be paid her, 
dunrgeable only with fuch debts as (he mi^t have qontraOed 
fince the 24th of July laft, would not be deemed too much for 
1»r maintenance by their IiOrd(hips. It was therefore his in- 
tention in the Committee to propofe a Claufe to this efieA. 
Hefore he fat down, he was happy in having the opportunity 
of fo full an attendance to repeat, what he had oefore de- 
dared in a thin Houfc, that in every thing connc£ted with 
diis Bill, where he had taken any part or fpoken, he rtffitx had 
neant, but (tudioufly avoided every thing that could podxbly 

, lie conftrued into any inGnuation or allufion in the Icaft re^ 
fe&ing upon Mr. Howard, becaufe he knew that none fucK 
.could be juftificd by that Hon. Gentleman's condti£t. 

TTie Houf(ithen refolved itfclf into a Committee, the Earl 
ff Sujfofk in the Chair. 

Tbf Duke of Bedford brought up his Claufe* 
The Dttke of Norfolk faid, that the Claufe pfopofed for th?s 
allowance to the lady by the Noble Duke on a former night 

,was at a hte hour. He underftood the judgment of the 
Houfe to have proceeded upon the Noble Duke's having 
Hated that this was a cafe peculiarly entitled to the indulgence 
of the Houfe. This he muft take upon him to deny, as he 
conceived it to be inju(\^e to Mr. Howard, and more par- 
ticularly, becaufe not only in that Houfe, but in the world at 
largC) an idea had gone abroad, that the marriage was con- 
traced againft the lady's confent and inclination, and thcs with 
the knowledge of Mr. Howard. If the fact had been fo, or 
if it could be proved that Lady Elizabeth had been left neg- 
lected, or ill ufed by her hu(band, then indeed, it might be fo 
termed, but not as the ctrcumftances of the cafe really ftood} 
and he could prove to the Committee^ from documents in kU 
hands, that this was not true 



ru 
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Tie Duke of Bedfird interrupted, and replied upon this cx- 
preflion, and explained what he had faid on a former oc* 
cafion. 

The Dule of Norfolk rejoined. 

Lord Auckland (poke to Order, declaring that if the two 
Noble Dukes meant to occupy the time of the Houfe by bat- 
tling about the cxpreffions ufed by them refpedivcly in a for- 
mer debate, he muft put a ftop to fuch irregularity. 

The Duke of Norfolk faid, it was incumbent on him to ftate 
the expreflion, becaufe he meant to objeft to the amendment^ 
and to fhew thai Lady Elizabeth was not entitled to the in- 
dulgence claimed for her. In order to do this it would be ne- 
ceffary for him to read feveral private letters, to prove that 
flie had not been compelled to marry Mr. Howard ; if any 
Noble Lord chofe it, he might move to have the Houfe clear- 
ed, but as every thing came out in public in a court of law^ 
he faw no ufe in their Lordfliips making that a matter of pri- 
vacy to themfelves which was well known already to the 
Public. 

Lord Auckland faid, he had regularly attended his duty in 
that Houfe, and had been prefent at every former debate, and 
as not the fmdlieft refle£tion of any kind had been cafl on 
Mr. Howard, there could be no oceafion for the Noble Duke 
to hurt the feelings of their Lordfliips, and do a violence to his 
own, by reading private letters, which it muft give pain to every 
man, who was a father, to hear. His Lordfliip appealed to 
the Lord Chancellor if there could be any neceffity for reading 
tlie letters in queftion. 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack (though it was ex- 
tremely painful for him to ftand) to make his earneft intreaty 
to the Noble Duke not to read the letters. A report had been 
propagated by the newfpapers that Lady Elizabeth had been 
compelled to marry, but it was wholly unauthentic^l, and it 
was well known by their Lordfliips that the faft'was other-P 
wife. He had himfelf received a letter on the fubjeft from a 
Noble Earl, who had defired him to read it r6 the Houfe; he 
had declined doing fo from a confcioufnefs that he fliould have 
done a ferious injury to all the parties if he had complied with • 
the requeft and executed the commiffion. In the courfe of 
the proceeding, there hatl not been the fmalleft refie£tion call 
bn Mr. Howard. To what end read private letters, and go into 
matters of a delicate nature, which were in no fort Klativ6 
or neceflary to be explained ? He concluded with repeating 
the requeft to the Duke not to read the letters. 

The Duke of Norfolk rofe again, and faid^ Mr. Howard waa 
greatly fuperior to all pecuniary confideratione^ and did not 

Vol. UL * 3 1 wifli 
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wt(h to kflen what the Legiflature flbould deem proper for 
Lady Elizabeth, hot he faw no reafon whatever why he (hould 
be faddled with Lady Elizabeth's debts, or the expences of 
the fuits {he had put him to. His Grace explained in what 
manner the 1 29600L which had be^n faid to be her dower» 
was conftitutecL Part of it, he iaid, came from her mother'* 
cftate, and t doubt had arifen whether it could legally become 
the right of Lady Elizabeth ? but that queftion, he believed, 
was now at an end. The money, however, ftill remuned 
111 her father's hands, Mr. Howard having only received the 
coooL and the 2000L ftated in one of the clauics of the Bill. 
His Grace, after this explanation, faid, he had it in commif* 
fion from Mr. Howard to (hew that Ladv Elizabeth had 
brought her prefenc fituation on herfelf, by ner own mifcon- 
dttft ; and that fhe was not entitled to the indulgence claimed. 
In order to prove this, he muft have recourfe to the materiaU 
with which he had been fumiflied, and read feverai private 
letters. ■ ■ 

Lord Auckland^ after in vain remonftrating with the Noble 
Duke againft reading the letters, moved that the Houfe be 
cleared. 

Strangers therefore were defired to withdraw. 

The Bill went through the Committee, and Was ordered 
to be read a third time. 

THE EMIORANT CORPS BILL 
Was read a fecond time } and, upon a motion that it be 
committed on Monday, May 5th, Earl Sianhopi oppofcd the 
commitment. The nouic divided for committing, 
Contents 24 

JJoti'Contents i 

?. 

Majority 2'\ 
It was underftood in the Houfe, that this Bill would bf 
debated on Monday, May 5 th. 
Adjourfied. 

JIOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRiDiY, May a. 

A new Writ was ordered for Pontefrad, in Yorkfhire, in 
^ room oi John Smithy Efy. who had accepted the place of 
Lord Cmnmiffioner of the Treafur y. 

A new Writ alfo for Haftings, in Suflex, in the room of the 
Bi^t Hon. Sir Richard Pepptr Ardm (Matter of the Rolls), 
frho had accepted the Chiltern Hoodreda. 

ELECTieif 
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ELECTION ACCELERATION BILL. 

On reading the Order of the Day, for the recommitment of 
the Bill, for the further prevention of delajr of Eleftions.of 
Members to ferve in Parliament, 

Mr. Fox moved feveral inftrudlions to be given to the Com- 
xnittee for the repealing of feveral parts of fome A(ks of Pai^ 
liament, which related to the oaths of abjuration, See. admt- 
niftered to £le£lors ^ the tScik of the inftruftions exprefled by 
claufes to be inferted in this Bill wasy to do away that and 
fome other oaths on that occafion* 

A ihort converfation took place upon the fubjeA between 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Torke, Mr. Haz^lifis Browne and Mr* 
Dentf when ;he Bill was recommitted. 

The Houfe in a Committee went through the feveral claufes s 
tlie Report was then brought up, and ordered for Monday 
the 5th. 

PRUSSIAN SUBSIDY. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee on the 
King's Meflage, giving his Majefty a Vote of Credit fqr Two 
Millions and a Half, to anfwer the exigencies of the prefent 
year, and to enaUe his Majefty to make good his engagements 
with the King of Pruffia. 
Upon the motion for reading the Report a fecond tiixie, 
Mr. Sheridan rofe, and faid, that after what had already 

S)aft on the fubjeft, no perfon could rationally entertain /erjr 
anguine hopes that any oppofition to that meafure would bo 
attended with a good efFed ; and perhaps the granting ^ few 
millions of the money of the people of this country might not 
be confidered a matter much deferving the care and attention 
of that Houfe. Under that imprefEon he might have con-» 
tented himfclf with giving his filent negative to the refolutioni 
were it not on account or the very alarming rumour of a dif- 
oftrous event abroad, of which he underftood minifters had re<* 
ceived official difpatches, and ivhich he feared were but too 
well founded. The circnmftance to which he alluded, was 
the report of the total defeat of General Clairfait, together 
with the lofs of his entire camp, baggage, ammunition, and 
ftorcs \ and that the French were in adual poflcflion of Menin^ 
Courtray, and Werwicke, and were at that moment bombard- 
ing Ypres. Every man muft feel the moft fincere regret at 
fuch intelligence; and it ftiottld neceffarily increafe the defirc 
and wi(h of every man in that Houfe to ftrenethcn thd hands 
of Government, enable them to repel as much as poffiblc the 
threatened danger, and provide for the fafcty of the country* 
Such) however^ was the ttkfk of that unfortunate inteUigenee 
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on his mind, that it increafed, ac the fame time, his objec- 
tions to the prefent meafure, becatife he confidcred it to be a 
meafure, the fucccfs of which, under the moft favourable cir- 
€umftances, was doubtful. He Ihouid, therefore, think it a 
more wife and prudent plan for us to claim from the King of 
Pruflia the performance of the treaty of 1788, and to employ 
the remainder of the fum to be voted in fome other way which 
might tell more to the public advantage. 

Confidering the prefent difficulties of the country, he could 
have no objection to agree to the vote of two millions and a 
half, but he certainly had the ftrongeft objeftion to its pro- 
pofed application; and he mud needs fay, that of all the 
topics which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ever chofen 
for panegyric, none had been worfe adapted than the good 
terms of this bargain with the King of Pruffia; as it ftruck 
him to be the moft prodigal, the moft profligate, and extrava- 
gant treaty, ever made by any minifter of this country. Had 
we called on the King of Pruffia, and he had fulfilled the 
treaty of 1788, we ibould have had 32,000 Prulfian troops for 
a whole year for 6oo,oool. of which. fum we (hould have had 
to defray 400,000!. and the Dutch 2oo,oool. Under this 
treaty we. were to have 30,000 men, for which we were to 
pay i,6oo,oool. The qucftion of economy the Right Hon. 
Gentleman could not adduce in his favour with any degree of 
jnodefty or propriety. The minifter, on a former day, had 
coHipared this with various fubfidiary treaties, and the expence 
of thefe troops with that of the Heflians and Hanoverians. If, 
he wiflied to have done juftice, and compared things fimilar in 
iituation and circumftances with each other, he fhould have 
compared the prefent treaty with the treaty lately concluded 
between this country and his Sardinian Majefty ; and then, 
perhaps, the point 0/ economy might have been a little more 
diftindly feen : But that depended, in a great meafure, upon 
the light in which we were to confider his Pruffian Majefty as 
being jplaced. Was he a mere hirer out of mercenary troops 
(like lome other Monarchs) in the prefent war ? Or was he a 
party himfelf, or a principal in the caufe? If the latter, it be- 
came us to fee how this treaty ftood in point of economy, as 
compared with others. By the treaty with the King of Sar- 
dinia, 50,000 troops were to be furniftied in fupport of the 
common caufe, for which he was to be paid 20o,oool. By the 
prefent treaty the King of Pruffia was to furnifli 30,000 men, 
and to receive the enormous fum of i,6oo,oool. From that 
ftatement let Gentlemen judge of the economy and prudence 
of the bargain. There was, befides the goodnefs of the W- 
jain, another qucftion to be confidercd; Had the King of 

Pruffia 



Mat 2^ .WDODFAIX*S PARUAMENTARY REPORTS. 419 

Pruflia thefe 62^000 men ready equipped and prepared for 
a£lion| or were we to wait until they were prepared and 
put in rcaditiefs? If we were to wait for them, he con- 
tended that the (lipulation was a grofs impofittun upon us^ 
and we might advance our money for nothing. If, on tht 
other hand, he had them prepared, it was a grofs impofition to 
call ttpon us by way of fubfidy, for afiiftancc to produce an 
army which he could produce without our afliftance, and which 
he was bound in honour to do ; for what was it but calling on 
us to complete that which was complete already ?. 

In the view which he had taken of the fubjedJ, Mr. She- 
ridan obferved* the Houfe would clfcarly fee that we might 
avoid the enormous expence cf the prefent treaty, by calling 
on the King of Pruflia to fulfil the treaty of 1 788, by \Vhich he 
was bound to furnifti us with 31,000 men for fomething lefs 
than 4CO5O00I. and we (houkl then be at liberty to apply the 
remaining fum of money, which was almoft ijdod^oool. in 
forte other manner more conducive to the irftereil of the na- 
tion i for he muft openly and fairly fay, tliat, after what wc 
had witneffed, we could not, in wifdom or prudence, place 
confidence in any engagement or promife of the King of 
Pruflia. When he ufed the terms the King of Prujfta^ he 
meant nothing perfonal; he alluded only to the King of 
Fruffia's Councils and Court of Berlin. It was not his inten- 
tion to dwell on the breach of treaty with Poland, his condudt 
to that unhappy country was too notorious to need a comment; 
but he mufl: call to the recoUe£lion of the Houfe, that, at that 
moment, ten fliort months had elapfed fince that Prince, with 
Other powers, had entered into a convention with us, and fo- 
lemnly engaged not to lay down his arms without the mutual 
confent of the contrafting parties, or till every place taken by 
the French (hould be given up. it was true that he left fome 
fmali loop-hole in. that treaty, by faying, " if circumilances 
would permit/* of which he had taken advantage ; and yet in 
1794, in the height of the war, he laid down- his arms in 
direft violation of the faith and true fpirit of the treaty. 
Though he might not be pledged to Naples and Sardinia, %ve 
were. So far had that treaty deceived us. Was there, then, 
any reafon to place any extraordinary confidence in the pro- 
mife of fuch a Prince i In his mind, to advance a fingle gui< 
nea, or place the fmallcft reliance on the engagements of fuch 
a Court, would betray a total want of prudence and dif* 
cretion. 

With regard to the treaty itfclf, Mr. Sheridan declared, he 
iaw not any thing in it which could give it a better title to 
confidence than any of the other engagements of the fame 

power 
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power had dcfcrvcd. He faw that it contained many Tcry 
crafty provtiions for the King of Pruflia, which would efiedu* 
mlly countera^i the provifions made in behalf of this country^ 
In the firft articie it was ftipulated, <* That the King of 
Pruflia (hall fumifli an army of 62,000 men ; but this army 
was to remain umted under a rruffian Commander, and fhould 
tSt in the moft efle&ual manner againft the common enemy, 
either feparatelyi or jointly with a body of troops in the pay 
of the maritime powers* or one of them*'* Did not that ftipu- 
lation exclude a jun&ion with Auftria, or any other of the 
allied powers? And was it not pretty evident that that exclu* 
lion of Auftria was intendedi perhaps, in confcquence of 
thofe difputes and petty quarrels which happened in the courfe 
of the laft campaign between the Auftrian and PrufEan troops 
employed on the Khine ? Suppofe tbefe troops fhould be fuc- 
cefsful, and capture any towns or fortreffeS) Dunkirk for in- 
ftanccy how were they to be garrifoned ? It being provided 
by the treaty in queition, that the Pruflian troops were to re- 
main united inabody, and were not to be divided. (The Chart" 
cellar oj^the Exchequer faid, No ! no !) Mr. Sheridan faid, that 
he aiked pardon if he had miftaken the conftru£lion of the 
treaty 5 but furely if words went for any thing, the King of 
Pruffia might refufe to make any detachments from his main 
mrmy. Perhaps the words of that treaty, unlike thofe of 
treaties in general, were not to be regarded as conveying the 
fenfe of the treaty. It was alfo agreed by that treaty, that 
this army (hould a£t according to a concert on military points 
between the contra£^ing parties, where it fhould be deemed 
moft eflential to the intercfts of the maritime powers. But if 
it fhould be the opinion of the maritime powers, that the exe- 
cution of any certain plan would be for their advantage, in 
what manner could they oblige the King of Pruflia to under- 
take it with his army ? They were to aft according to a mili- 
tary concert between the parties ; if the King of Pruflia fhould 
not think fuch a plan advifeable, there was no way of com- 
pelling him to undertake its execution, or thofe troops over 
which he had the command ; nor would he by fuch refufal 
infringe the letter of the treaty, however he might the fpirit; 
for, he prefumed, as no ftipulation was made to that efFeft, 
the majority was not to decide ; and therefore one diffentient 
vpicc againft a mcafure would be fufficient to prevent its being 
carried into effeft; fo that any difagrcement of opinion amongft 
the contrafting parties, as to the objeft of aftion, muft be 
fatal ; for it would not be an eafy matter to perfuade thofe to 
ad againft the opinion of their Sovereign, who was to be at 
the lame time their QeoeraU 

Another 
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Another point worthy of confideration in this treaty, was 
the care his PrufTian Majefty had taken of his own immediate 
interefts with regard to the time of payment of the fubfidy i 
and though his condu£l had been fucli as to render it impru* 
dent to place the fmalleft reliance on his promifes or engage- 
ments, yet our minifters had wifely placed an implicit con« 
fidence m the good faith of that Monarch* We had agreed 
to pay, before he moved a fingle foldier, a Aim of 6oo,oooh 
that is loOfOOol. for out-fit and return ; and the firft month's 
fubfidy, 5o,oooL and for bread and forage for the firft 
month, ij[o,oool. according to the third and fourth articles 
of the treaty. After he fhould have received this large fum' 
of money, what aifurance had we that he would perform his 
part of tnc agreement ; or what dependence (houtd we place 
on his promife ? Was it not poffible that fome diilurbances 
might break out in his new-acquired poifeffions in Poland ? 
that, or fome equally important caufe, might afford a plea 
fufiGcient for his PrulDan Majefty to break the treaty ; as fuch 
matters might, in his opinion, be of more confequence than 
any lofs of reputation he could fuftain from any new breach 
of faith. Thinking, therefore, that treaty to be highly im- 
politic and improvident, and that we ought not to place the 
Imallcft degree of faith in the Court of Berlin for the per- 
formance of any eagagement ; knowing that, under the treaty 
of 1788, we had a right to call on the King of Pruflia, if 
at all difpofed to truft him, to furnifh 32,000 men at an ex* 
pence of but 400,0001. to the country ; and conceiving that 
the remainder of the fum voted might be much more ulcfully 
applied to the public fervice, he (hould move, as an amend- 
• ment, " That all that part of the Rcfolution of the Com- 
** mittee which relates to the fulfilment of the engagement 
^ entered into with the King of Pruffia be omitted, fo that the 
•* Refolution will be left merely a vote of credit for two 
" millions and a half." 

Mr* Martin declared that the prcfent war appeared to him 
to be condu£ied very much like the American war, which he 
had oppofed from its firft commencement, as he had likewife 
done this. He was of opinion, long before the conclufion 
of that war, that the minifter who conduced it ought to 
have been brought to anfwer foe his coitdu£l s though tt was 
by no means his wilh to fpeak harihly of a man who was no 
more ; yet he muft fay, if fuch had been the cafe, and that 
minifter had been called upon to anfwer to the Public, that 
he believed, in his confcience, that the prefent minifters 
yrould not have ventured to involve their country in the pre- 
• iient deftru£live war ^ or, having involved us in it) that they 

would 
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irould not have condud^cd it in the fcandfllous and impro- 
vident manner in which it had been conducted. 

The refolution was then read a fecoud time, and Mr. 
Sheridan's amendment put. 

. Mr, Fyx faid, that after having delivered his fcniiments upon 
this fubjetl in general, he iliould at prefent confine himfelf 
to a few points : He thought that the .Houfe I^ad at lead a 
n >ht to be dillin£lly informed in what fituation the King of 
Fruflia flood with re;^ard to the prefent ,tieaty ; whether 
merely as a Prince, who hired out his troops to fight, in a 
caufe in tlie event of which he was not interclled ; or whether 
wc had entered into this treaty with the King of Prufiia as a 
perfon interefted and engaged as a principal in tlic war^, but 
who was unable to profecute it further without pecuniary 
afliftance. In either of thefe points of view, the prefent 
treaty appeared to him ridiculous and improvident. If the 
King of Pruflia was to be regarded in the firil light, as a 
Prince who hired out troops, was it not a circumftance fcn- 
preccdented, that the command (hould not be in the perfons 
who fubfidized thofe troops; efpecially when the troops fo 
hired cod more than troops in a fiinilar fituation had ever 
do;ie ? Mr. Fox faid that he ihould at prefent confine him- 
felf merely to the que (lion of expence ; not that he approved 
of the other parts of the treaty, but becaufe they had been 
already debated. We were to pay for thefe 30,000 troops^ 
if we kept them a fingle year, 1,600 oool. If the war hfted 
another year, certainly the expence would be fomewhat Icfs, 
becaufe the fum of 400,000!. for out-fit and return, would 
be fpread over two years, and then it would be i,4oo>oool. 
per annum. If for four years it would be 1,300,090). fpread- 
ing the expence of out-fit and return over the whole time, 
-which, upon comparifon, would be more expenfive than the 
fame number of Helfians or Hanoverians. For the fake of 
argument, we .admitted them to be Icfs expenfive ; if they 
wer'e more economical, it was to be remembered, on the 
other hand, that we retained the entire command and difpo- 
fition of the Hcfiian and Hanoverian troops; but of thefe 
Pruflian troops we were to have neither command nor difpo- 
fition i and the execution of all the proje£ts, though for 
Britiih purpofes, was left in the King of Pruflia's hands. 
If we lookca at any pther treaty, we fliould find that the 

{rice to be p^id under this prefent treaty was larger thaA wc 
ad ever paid for the afli (lance of troops over which wc had 
bad the .entire command; and as we were to have no com- 
mand whatever over them, the price was enormous indeed. 
On the other hand, if we confidvr^d thefn as the troops of a 

Prince 
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Prince fngaged in the war, we muft naturally look to the 
late treaty entered into with Sardinia : By that treaty 50,000 
men were to be fuppHcd for the fupport of the common 
caufe» for which we paid but 200,000!. If we were to pay 
in proportion to thi$ fubfidy for 30,000 troops, the expenc^ 
would be no more than 1 20,oool. but, inftead of that fum, 
we were to pay i,6oo,oooU In 1756 we fubfidizcd Frederick 
the Great, uncle to the prefent King of Pruflia ; let us com- 
pare the terms of that treaty with the prefent : He was to 
fumifli 150*000 men, for which we were to pay 670,0001* 
According to this rate, we fhouid pay for 30,000 troops, to 
be fumiflied now, about 135,000!. inftead of the enormous 
fum of i,6oo,oool. For Gentlemen were to confider, that 
this fum was not paid for 62,000 men $ becaufe in that num- 
ber were induded the 32,000 men ftipulated for by the former 
treaty of 1788. Waving that confidcration for a momenty . 
for the fake of argument, let them compare thefe treaties, 
and fee how they ftand. When the 6oo,oool. to be paid 
under the treaty of 1788, was added to the i,6oo,oool. it 
made a fum of 2,200,000!. which we were to pay, inftead of 
the fum of 220,000], which (hould be paid at the rate of the • 
treaty with the late King of Pruflia ; or i40jOOol. which wa» 
the extent of what Ibould be paid at the rate of the late 
treaty with Sardinia. Inftead of paying 220,oooL as in the 
one cafe, or 240,000!. as in the otlier, we profufcly fquander- 
cd away the enormous fum of 2,200,000!. fo that in the one 
calculation this treaty, as compared with others of a (imilar 
nature, was in this latter ftatement ten to one againft us : 
In the former, which was the true ftatement, it was four- 
teen to one againft us. But from the ambiguous fituation of 
this Monarch arofe other difficulties^ When the qucftion 
between us and him, was a queftion of expence, he faid, 
" I am not as much intercfted in the event of this war as 
" you are; fo you (hall bear the whole of my expence.'^ 
But when it became a queftion of who (hould command the 
troops, or to what objefts they were to be direAed, he would 
immediately fay, *' I am a principal iii the war, am equally 
" interefted in its confequences with you 5 I can as wcU 
** judge of the efieft of its operation to our mutual benefit i 
•* and will have the fole command over my own troops." 
Such conduft was really intolerable ; it was a tricking, (hift- 
ing, (huffling behaviour in this Prince, afting, no doubt, by 
lilt advice of his council; but that is no reafon why the 
people of Great Britain ftiould become the dupes of fuch 
knavery. He, for his part, wi(hed to have the fituation of 
the King of Praflia fairly Aated : If be were a mere hirer of 
Vol, III. 3 K mcot 



4U WOODFALL*S PARUAMZNTART REPOXTS. [0»mhoiii« 

men, ne?er was there fuch audacious, impudent condu&, at 
to infill on the command and difpofal of the troops he had let 
out for hire : If, on the other hand, he wis a principal in the 
war^ whom we fubfidtzed, the prefent treaty, compared with 
others of a Cmilar nature, was, according to one calculations 
fourteen to one, and, even according to the moft f avourablcs 
ten to one, againft this country. • He therefore hoped that 
Gentlemen would a little con(ider how far they could anfwer 
to themfelves, and to their conftituents (he did not mean their 
particular conftituents, but all their conftituents in the general 
fenfe of the word, the people at large), for having in a few days 
voted fuch an enormous fum of money, without any pofliblc 
opportunity of converfmg with them on the fubjefl:. He wiflied 
to aflc them, if they could confider themfelves entitled, by fuch 
condudl, to the charader of faithful ftewards ? It was too 
much, that the wealth of this country (hould be fo profligately 
laviQied, and prodfgally Squandered, to anfwer the unprin- 
cipled rapacity, or contemptible fincfle, of any Prince or Court 
in Eiiropc. 

The chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that the amendment, 
propofed by the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan), difiered 
very much indeed from that propofed by his Right Hon. 
Friend on a former evening, and which he then fupported. 
That Hon. Gentleman's Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) had 
objefted to tlic magnitude of the fum to be voted, and pro- 
pofed a lefs \ the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had offered 
no objection whatever to the fum, but disapproved of its ap- 
plication ; and in that he was alfo fupported by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman who had moved the amendment on the former day. 
It was dcfired to be knov(m, what was the fituation of the 
King of Pruflia : He could not perceive the fmalleft ambigu- 
ity in the fituation of that Monarch i the treaty on the table 
was pcrfe£Hy explicit on that point, and in his mind no better 
explanation could be given on that fubje£l. The King of 
Pruflia, on the face of the treaty, appeared to be a principal 
in the war, which he was unable to carry on any longer with 
vigour without fome pecuniary alTiftance i and his force, for 
which we had engaged to pay, was to be employed immedi- 
ately for our intercftsi and all the conquefts to be made by 
this army were to be made in the name of the maritime pow- 
ers. This was exaftly the fituation of Pruflia. But both the 
Hon. Gentlemen had loft fight of the main cohfideration,, 
which was, whether the advantage to be derived from a large 
body of troops of one of the firft military powers in Europe^ 
was worth the money which we had engaged to pay for 
them ? Without entermg upon a repetitioa of what lie had^ 

alread)^ 
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already fo fully explained on that point, he ihoukl content 
himfelf with only remarking, that the fum of i|2oo,oool. which 
we were' to pay for the additional 30,000 troops, in addition 
to another body of 32,000, to be fu^niflied according to the 
ftipulations of a former treaty, was a fum confiderably fmaller 
than "we could poflibly have procured troops even of an infe- 
rior kind for from any other quarter. It would be tedious for 
him to enter into a minute calculation of the feveral incident 
expences, which he had fo fully explained in the Committee 
on a former day. As to the comparifons that had been made 
between the prefent and other fubfidiary treaties, upon exa- 
mination, they would be found not to have the fmalleft 
application whatever. And firft, the treaty entered inte 
with the King of Sardinia (and here he wiflied to call to the 
recolleftion of Gentlemen, their own great argument againft 
tliat treaty), which^ though it formed the principal di(lin£^ion 
between the two treaticb, was an objeQion as weak in policy, 
as frivolous in the application. Gentlemen obje£ted to that 
treaty, that we fubfidized the King of Sardinia to defend his 
own dominions, though, by fo doing, the allies were enabled^ 
to create a diverfion, and to make an impreffion on the other, 
fide of France ; but, at the fame time, there \^a8 a material 
difference between employing a Prince to defend his own do- 
minions, and create a diverfion in our favour, and employing 
a Prince to bring his troops into a diftant country, and hght 
folely for our interelts, and apply his conquefts to our advan- 
tage. The fame difference exided between this treaty and the 
fiiblidiary treaty entered into with the late King of PruIIia. It 
was true, we were to pay him but 670,000!. for which he was 
to keep on foot an army of 150,000 men ; but how were thefe 
men to be employed ? merely in his own defence ; and all the 
benefits arifing from thefe exertions were to be applied to his 
own, and not to our ufe. The Right Hon. Gentleman had 
faid, that he ufed a cavil, when he afferted^ on a former day, 
that, when the fubfidiary treaty was made with the Court of 
Berlin in 1756, Auftria was not then at war with this coun- 
try, againft whom the PruiEan troops (which we fubfidized) 
were to be employed ; for, faid he, Auftria had entered into 
a treaty with France, who was our a£lual enemy. He re- 
peated his afiertion, and faid that we were not at war with 
Auftria at that time ; for furely the Right Hon. Gentleman^ 
if he remembered the treaty at all, could not forget that one 
cixprefs ftipulation of that treaty was, that it fhoukl not inter** 
rupt the harmony and good underftanding that exifted be*- 
tween the courts of London and Vienna. So that, upon a 
Srix examination^ it appeared, that neither of thofe treaties had 
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the fmallcft fimUitude to the prefent ; by tliofe, Pnii&a and 
Sardinia were fubfidizcd for their own defence ; and all their 
exertions were to be made for their own particular advantage. 
By the prefent, we fubfidized the King of Pruffia to march his 
troops to an immenfe diftance from his ovm territories, to fight 
our caufe ; and' all his exertions were to be the attainment 
of fuch objcfls as might be efteemcd beneficial to us. He 
would not contend with Gentlemen, that to have 3 :,ooo mea 
for 6oo,oool. was not infinitely cheaper tlian to have in addi- 
tion 30,0^0 men at the additional cxpence of i|2oo>oooL but 
it was unreafonuble to fuppcfc that the King of Pruflia would 
now lend us fuch a body of troops, upon the fame terms for 
which he agreed to furnifh them in confequence of adefenfive 
.war, for which he was to look to an equivalent aCiftance from 
' Bis maritime allies, in cafe he (hould be attacked. As to the 
ether obfcrvations, he did not think it n^^ccQary to take up the 
time of the Houfe in anfwering them, ab they had been already 
fully difcufled in the Committee, and becaule the obje£tion to 
the meafure was at profent confined to the expence merelyt 
which, in his opinion, had been fully anfwered ; he therefore 
concluded with declaring, that he fliould give his negative t9 
Che amendment* 

The Houfe then divided: 

For the amcndrmnt 3^ 

Againjlit - 82 

Majority 50 
The original refolution was put and carried.-^ Adjourned, 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, Maj 5. 

FREMCH EMIGRANT VOLUNTBHR BILL. 

LordGrenvilh having moved, " That the Bill for taking the 
** Emigrants into the Pay and Service of Great Britain, go into 
" a Commictee," 

Thi Earl 0^ Lauderdale ibfe, and made a few objcftions to 
the manner in which a Bill of fo much importance had been 
hurri^ through the Houfe. For the prefent, his Lordihip 
faid he would content himfclf with merely noticing the indc* 
cf nt precipitation with which the Bill had been hitherto con^ 
do^cd i and (hould referve himfelf to fpeak at large on the 
merits of the Bill when he had heard xniniftera deliver their 
fentimcnts upon the fubjedt, 

l>^4 
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Lord Grenviile {Mi that there had furely been fufficicnt time 
fince the Bill had been in the Houfe for every Noble Lord to 
have made up his mind upon it : Had it been a meafure in- 
troduced by him, he (hould certainly have deemed it his 
duty to have exphined its nature and principle ; but it having 
come from the other Houie, he did not confider himfelf as 
called upon fo to do. Independent, however, of thofe confi- 
derations, the Bill had been printed for the infpe£lion of their 
Lord (hips, and therefore he ihould not take up 'their time, 
unJels any objection ibould be made to it which rcc^uired a 
fpecific anfwer. 

The Bin was then committed. 

Lord Albemarle rofe, and faid, that, as the objeft of the 
Bill had not been explained nor its principle debated, he pre- 
fumed he was not out of order in itatin^ his objeftions to 
its principle and its contents, which he did upon three 
grounds; namely, as being unconilitutional, inhuman, and 
unpolitic. With refpeft to his firft objeaion, his Lordfli'p 
obferved, that it was unconflitutional to keep foreigners in 
Britifii p^jy and efpecialiy to permit them to refide in the 
body of the country, he believed no one would venture to 
deny : It was fo deemed undoubtedly upon thp wifeft grounds 
and the moll prudent principles ; for the fecurity of the liber- 
ties and the conftitution of this country It was, indeed, 
provided by the Bill, that thofe troops thould not proceed 
above five miles from the fea-coaft ; fuch a provifion however, 
if they found themfelves inclined to break through, was too 
weak to prevent it ; and as to the pofTibility of its efTefl, it 
was too childifh to require an* argument upon the fubjedl. 
With regard to the inhumanity of the meafure, that was too 
palpable for any Noble Lord to doubt, who rcfleded for one 
moment upon the circumftances under which thofe perfons 
would go into the field of battle. Their countrymen had 
already declared they were determined not to give quarter to 
any Frenchman that they (hould take in arms againft them ; 
this was a threat which, it was well known, they had, in feveral 
inftances, put in praftice j was it not therefore inconfiftent 
with every idea of humanity to call upon individuals thus 
fituated to take part in a conteft likely to prove fo fanguinaCy ? 
Was it not a meafure greatly tending to incrcafe that feror 
city which neceflarily in fome degree attended every fpeciesof 
hoftility, and that had particularly marked the progrefs of the 
prcfcnt lamentable war r Was it not, in fa£l, a meafure tending 
to augment the horrors of war, and to encourage the moll 
cruel rstaliation and barbarous vengeance ? As to his ob- 
, jcftion to the Bill on the ground of its impolicy, it might. 
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his Lordflup faid, be fufficient to obfcrve, that thofe pcrfont 
had not emigrated from one and the fame political principle^ 
but had quitted their country from various motives, rendered 
different by the circumftance of time and by the feveral changes 
that had occurred in the progrefs of tlie Revolution in France s 
and upon that account only, it was not to be ezpe£led that 
they would a£b with cordiality, or that any dependence was to 
be placed on a body of men who had in view fuch a variety of 
objeds. It might, his Lordfliip faid, alfo be a&ed, whether, 
by uniting with thefe perfons, this country was to make theirs 
a common caufe, and that we were to continue the profecution 
of this ruinous war until thofe unfortunate emigrants (hould 
have full.reftoration of their property ? The objeft of the war 
was at prefent undefined j how long wc were to continue 
in \f, was yet a myftcry ; and the further we went on, the 
more wr re we involved in darknefs as to the end in view. For 
thefe reafons hz (hould certainly oppofe the Bill. 

Lard Hanvkejbury rofe in defence of the Bill, and explained 
its nature and principle. His Lordfhip exprefled his aitonifh- 
ment at hearing the obje&ions that had been urged againft the 
Bill by the Noble Lord who had iuft fat down ; but declared 
that, in his mind, thofe obje£^ions had very little weight or im- 
portance. The Bill, his LordOiip contended, was in its prin- 
ciple ftriAly conllitutional, and in its intention pedeflly 
humane. In fupport of his afTertion, and in anfwer to the 
Noble Lord, he would refer the Houfe to a perufal of the 
Bill itfelf. So far from any danger being to be apprehended 
from the operation of the BUI, by fuch an introduAion of 
foreigners as might be thought to endanger public liberty and 
to threaten the conftitution, by the prefent Bill it was exprefsly 

Erovided that not more than 5000 of the troops to be raifed 
y virtue of it, (hould be in this country at one time, and 
that even thofe (hould not be landed in Great Britain except 
in cafes of ficknefs or necefRty. If, however, fuch necelTity 
rendered it unavoidable to land them in this country, if ficknefs 
compelled it, for the purpofe of fending them to Jerfcy or Guern- 
fey, the Bill in fuch cafe fpeciRed that they (hould not be 
fuffered to advance from the coaft m.ore than (ive miles into 
the country. With rcfpeft to the inhumanity of the meafure, 
and the dreadful e(Fe£ls that the Noble Lord had deprecated as 
likely to refult from it, his Lordfliip faid, that for his part he 
entertained no fuch apprehenfions. As the unfortunate men 
who were the objc£fs of this Bill never bore allegiance to the 
prefent exifting government in France, but had quitted their 
country, the more decidedly to exprcfs their difapprobation of 
its ccnduil, and ';)bhorrcnce of its principles, he could not 

enter* 
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entertain an idea that the circumftance of their being embodied 
would be produAive of favagencfs and barbarity. To the pre- 
fent government of France, if an ufurpation and tyranny the 
moft oppreifive to the individuals who refided in the country, 
and the moft dangerous to every neighbouring nation, and to 
the veryexiftence of civilized fociety, might be honoured with 
die name of government, they owed no allegiance ; for the 
treatment that the Hugonots experienced from Louis XIV* 
was mild in comparifon with the perfecuti'on that they had fuf- 
fered from it. Befides, as to the probability of their being 
put to death, as the French upon no principle whatever could 
juftify fuch a line of conduft, he did not think the circum- 
ftance by anv means likely to occur. As to the third and laft 
obje£lion ot the Noble Lord, namely, the impolicy of the 
meafure, as to its tendency to prolong the war, his Lordfhip 
declared, that he did not fee how the war could be prolonged 
by enlifting thofe men. On the contrary, as the war muib 
ceafe as foon as the obje£^ of this country, namely, the dC'«. 
ftrudiiou of the prefent (yftem of government in France, (hould 
be accompliftied, of courfe, by the aid of thofe who muft na« 
turally be anxious to recover the property fo unjuftly wrefted 
from them, that end would be confequently expedited. His 
Lordftiip concluded with requefting the Houfe to notice, that 
he defired it to be underftood, t^t neither he nor his Ma- 
jefty's minifters pledged themfelves to the eftablifliment o£ 
any fpecific form of government whatever ; that was a fubje£): 
for future confideration, and till the iirft oh}eGt was obtained 
could not call for their deliberation. 

^heEarlofThanet rofe, and fpoke in oppofition to the BiIL 
His Lordihip declared that he wa§ not a little furprifed that the 
principle of humanity was urged in favour of a meafure, which 
he was perfuaded would be produ£live of every fpecies of bar<» 
barity that favage vengeance could execute. His Lordihip ob« 
ferved that, by the principle of this Bill, his Majefty was em- 
powered to enlift as many foreigners as he thought proper r 
That the Commons, who held the purfe of the nation, ihould 
have acquiefced in fuch an alarmmg meafure, had, he con« 
' fefled, confiderably amazed him. The affairs of France formed 
at prefent a common topic of converfation ; and it was well 
underftood, that the Allies wifh^d to reftore the old anddeteft- 
able Monarchy in that country; and, by this iiill, the agents 
of that defpotifm were fele£ted for the purpofc of facilitating 
its rcftoration. This was a circumftance that would render 
thefe unfortunate men abhorrent in the eyes of their country- 
men, and would excite that ferocity which his Noble Friend 
had deprecated. As to what bad been faid of not fuffering 
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them to march more than five miles into the country, that was 
no fecurity at all } as they could, under the fandion of this 
Bill, have pofleflion, not only of our fleet, but Portfmouth^ 
and all our valuable miitcary depots on the fea-coaft ; and in 
that cafe, where would be the liberties of the people i where 
the conftitution of the country ? 

Tit Earl of Lauderiah exprefled his concern to hear the 
meafure defended by minifters on the narrow ground of it* 
being an a£l of charity merely. With refpe£l to the Bill, it 
had his moft hearty negative, in whatever point of view he i e* 
gardcd it. That the war was profecuted for the purpofe of 
overturning the prefent exifting government of France, was a 
fad,his Lordfliip remarked, that had been at laft openly avowed* 
The Noble Lord, however, who had made that declaration, 
had faid, that minifters had not fixed on giving die French 
any other in return : This, m his mind, was the moft extra- 
ordinary mode of producing order and tranquillity that he had 
ever heard of. Thus had minifters, after repeatedly fliiftin^ 
their ground, ventured at laft to ailert their fpecific obje£l ) 
an objed which was as fingular, ftrange, and abfurd, as the 
former declarations that had proceeded from them. He was 
not furprifed not to have heard the Noble Lord (Hawkeikury) 
dwell upon the excellence of thefe troops, when he recollected 
what had been aflerted on a former night, that the Pruflian 
mercenaries were preferable to thofe of various petty German 
Princes, amongft whom there could be no harmony, and on 
whom, of courfe, there could be little, if any dependence* 
He, however, was of opinion, that it would have been much 
better to have applied to the Continent for troops, than to 
cnlift thofe who muft excite animofity, and prolong the war, 
if the French were even difpofed to liften to propofitions of a 
pacific nature. Thefe men cOuld not confiftently take the oath 
prefcrtbed, as many of them had taken the oath in France ad- 
mtniftered by the Conftituent Afiembly. Did the Noble Lord, 
he would a(k, fuppofe that the converfatton in the Houfe that 
night could have any efl^e£l on the condu£t of the National 
Convention of Prance ? With lefpeft to thofe unfortunate 
men, who was there that could promife fecurity to them, if 
taken prifoners ? As long as men were influenced by their 
paffions and intereft, thofe men, many of whom compofed the 
nobles of that country, could not hope for favour, or enter- 
tain a profpeft of reconciliation. With regard to the ftate of 
France at this moment, every man who remained in France 
was in a better fituation, and nad better profpe£ts than he had 
before the Revolution ; and they muft look upon thofe Emi* 
grants widi a jealous eye, of whofe lands they were in pofle£»' 
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Bon, if they attempted. to engage in the war againft theif 
country, and to regain the property of which they had beea 
divefted. 

Another queftion deferving of conGderation presented itfel^ 
to their view ; a queftion which he by no means conceived aii 
abftrafl principle : And this was, the fentiments our troops 
were likely to imbibe, by ferving in oonjundlion with men po& 
lefling thofe defpotic principles, fo repugnant to the feelingg 
of freemen, and thfc notions of liberty that Britons entcr-^ 
tained. However much had been (aid in reprol>ation of 
France, and of the Jac&bin clubs in that country, OovernJs 
ment (hould refled, that it had recourfe to dah to fupport its 
own meafurcs; and in the Alien Bill, the French Finance BilL 
and others, they had condefcended to imitate the condu£): o2 / 
thofe whom they fo ftrongly reprehended, and fo violently 
abUfed. Heihould,for thefe reafons,objecl to the prefentBill; m 
(hould objeft to every meafure that tended to render that wai^ 
more ferocious than it is ; and convinced he was that the lan- 
guage of the Noble Lord, who declared that miniflers had it 
for their object to overturn the prefent government of Francci^ 
was calculated to /nake the people of that country mor< 
unanimous in profecuting the war than it was even at the pre-> 
ient period. 

Lord Auckland faid, that the principal obje<ftionS made by thot 
Noble Earl (Lauderdale) to the Bill, feemed to bcj ifti That 
it carries with it an implication that we are making commoi^ 
caufe with thofe who have exiled themfelvcs from their coun-« 
try : 2d, That k will add to the ferocioufnefe and cruelty al-* 
ready too prevalent in the war : 3d, That it will tend to pro- 
long the war, by purporting to deftroy the government noMT 
exiiling in France. 

To all thefe obje£lions, thus generally ftated, it might perliaps 
be fuflicient to give this general anfwer, that we are engaged in si 
war of defence and felf-prefervation ; and that the meafure ii» 
cjucflion is confident with the laws of war and the rights of na^ 
tions, and has a tendency to promote our fuccefs in a juft caufe^ 
He would however difcufs the fubjcft more particularly. Andj 
firft,with refpeftto our making confi man caufe with that unfortu- 
nate multitude which had been driven from their families, their 
fortunes, and their country 5 would it not be evidently defirabl^ 
fo give arms atxd employment to perfons who have aii intereft 
in tiie war, if not precifely the fame as ours, at leaft conform-* 
able fo ours i They are fceking to re-cftabli(h a regular gC'* 
Yf rnment in France, in order to recover and repollefs theii* 
ri gilts and properties ; we are fecking to rc-eftablifli a rcgulaif 
government in France, in order to reftore peace and tranquiU 
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lity to Europe ^ in other word^ in order to retain our rights 
and properties. 

Suppofe for a moment that the perfons who are the objeds 
of this Bill were not French, but individuals of other nations^ 
bred up to armsi and willing to ferve for moderate pay, during 
the war in which we are involved ; would it not, in refped to 
fuch perfons, be an evident objed of pditical economy, an 
efficient meafure of war, to put arms into their hands, and to 
bring them into adiion in order to preferve our own population 
by employing foreigners, and to have the aid of difciplined 
troops inftead of forming new levies'? 

How then is the cafe varied by thefe perfons being natives 
of France ? robbed of their property, and forced from their 
country, have they not a right by the law of nature and o£ 
nations to join us r and have we not the beft pledge of the (in« 
cerity and good faith with which they will ferve in reducing 
that tyrannical fa£lion, which has ruined them, and whicn 
menaces deftru£lion to every power in Europe ? 

K it would be expedient and juftifiable to have availed our- 
fclves of the fervices of French who have not emigrated, fuch, 
lor example, as the Royalifts in Poitou and Britanny, and other 
French provinces ; it would furely be equally juftifiable, and 
perhaps equally expedient, to employ perfons who have been 
criven from thofe provinces. The Noble Earl had obieded to 
them that they might differ in their opinions j it mignt be fo i 
ifheir political principles may vary, but they will all coincide in 
demolifliing the Jacobin tjranny. 

In anfwer to the obje£hon that the Bill will add to the fero« 
Cioufnefs and cruelty of the war, it might with truth be faid, 
that the barbarity of the regicide armies is already fuch, that it 
cannot be increafed. But if it was meant to fay that the per- 
fons to be employed under this Bill would, when prifoners of 
war« be murdered by their countrymen, that aflertion may un-* 
happily be true. The fervice, however, will be voluntary : It 
iirill be the choice, the honourable choice of the emigrants to 
cxpoPe themfelves to the rifle from motives of loyalty to thcii^ 
fovereign, from fentiments of affeftion to their country, and 
from attachment to their religion. He would not enter into 
the queftion of retaliation, becaufe he thought it utterly im« 
proper to be agitated in Parliament. 

It remained only to fay a few words on the Noble Earl's ob- 
jeftion to the meafure as pilrporting to deftroy the government 
how exifting in France. There feemed to be a fallacy in the 
cxprcflion ; we are not fecking to deftroy a government, but 
only a mad, malignant, and calamitous principle, fatal in all 
|tA movements to tlie independence of other nations^ fatal in 
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its tendency to all civil liberty, prefent and to come. He 
could not give the name of government to a ftate of univerfal 
and everlafting anarchy and war : Such a ftate ought to be de- 
firpyed : Its deftru£lion would not zffcQ: the independence of 
the French people ; on the contrary, it would reftore to them 
that independence undet the want of which thev are groaning. 
It is not true, that in doing this we pledge ourfelves to reftore 
the ancient Monarchy; we pledge ourfelves only to employ 
the Emigrants to affift us in difperfing a band of thieves and 
murderers, whofe exiftencc is become incompatible with the 
fafety and happinefe of the human race. 

Lord Auckland concluded by apologising for recurring fo 
frequently to this fabjeft, and with eicpreffions of acrimony. 
It wtts impoifible for him to forget that he had feen mucli of 
France under a governriient which certainly had great impet- 
fe£lions, great abufes, and great faults ; but under which thete 
was at lealt fome degree of real liberty, and great individual 
profpcrity. He now faw one part of that diftreffed country 
employed in robbing and murdering the other part. Evefy 
poft brought a long and bloody lift of new mafiacres : And 
. the fcene was come to that extreme of horror, that if any. 
man could now fpeak of the French Revolution with compla- 
cency, with indifFerence, or even without indignation, he 
would fay of that man, that he muft poflefs either a difordered 
underftanding, or a depraved heatt. 

The Duh of Bedford 2LTguci very forcibly againft the Bill. 
When he firu perufed the Bill, his Grace deelared that he w^s 
equally aftoniihed at the principle of it, aftd at the fubjeft 
matter that it contained. Surprifed as be had been, he had 
been led to imagine^ that fome Member of Adminiftratiou 
would have ftated fo him the reafon why it was brought fot- 
ward, and had explained the expcAations they had formed of 
its fuccefs. The Noble l^ord who had juft fat down, had not 
attempted to defend the meafure, for that indeed were a diffi- 
cult tafk, but had contented himfelf with animadverting on 
the charafter of Robefpierre and the condu£i of the Conven- 
tion. He was, his Grace faid, aware that the prefent was not 
a meafure of the Noble Lord's, but of Adminiftratiou : He 
thought therefore they fhould explain their motives to the 
People and to their Lordfklps. He • was furprifed, he owned, 
to hear the Bill defended on the grounds of humanity ; for his 
part, he confidered it to be of a tendency the moft barbarous 
and inhuman. In his opinion) it would give rife to every thing 
fanguinary and cruel : Nothing would be left to be decided 
according to circumftances, but it abandoned our troops to the 
fwotd of the enemy ', and no man could fee to what length re- 
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taliation might be carried. He forefawj and was perfeflly coih-^ 
vinced^ that if thefe unfortunate men (hould be taken prifoners^ 
they would inevitablv be put to death, and that in a manner 
perhaps the mod baroarous. Thefe unhappy, men, his Grace 
bbferved, were left no alternative i for, if they did not enlift, 
they could not fliew their face, or lift up their head, in fo- 
ciety J there was no medium between honour apd diOionour. 
Driven, as by thefe means they might be, to diftradion, he 
ihould not, generally fpeaking, be furprifed, if feveral were to 
^Q, treacheroufly to Uiofe, who had, under the maflc of huma- 
nity, forced them to fight againft their enraged countrymen. It 
would, he thought, have behoved minifters, and it would do 
more honour to the Britiih name, have provided for thefe 
unfortunate men in any other way, than that devifed by the 
Bill in queftion. Oppoiition, he obfervcd, had been afperfed 
bv Miniftry ; they had charged them with accufing them of 
changing, as circumdances required, their declarations of the 
^aufes that induced them to go to war. That accufation, how- 
^▼er, he pronounced to be juft. His Grace^ in fupport of hfs 
obfervation, remarked that, in the firft inftance, minifters had 
declared that it was a war of defence purely. They had next 
declared, that they did not intend to interfere with the internal 
government of France } but their declared obje£l at prefent was 
to overturn the prefent exifting fyftem in that country. For 
his part, while he admired the ingenuity manifefted by the 
Noble Lords (Hawkefbury and Auckland), he could not fee the 
difference between interfering and annihilating*, it was a dif* 
tindion too nict for his perception to obferve. If it were 
contended that the attempt to annihilate was not to interfere, 
it was a pitiful quibble, which could not, in his idea, make 
the leaft imprcfTion on their Lordfhips' minds. From what had 
fallen from the fervants of his Majelly, it was a fair conclufion 
to draw, that this fmall ifland, fmall comparatively fpeaking 
to France, was to exterminate twenty-four millions of people, 
or elfe overturn their government, under which they exifted ; 
For government it muft be pronounced, as it was accepted as 
fach by the majority of the people ; and therefore he did not 
conceive that any one man, or body of men, in this country, 
had a right to prcfume to dictate to a whole nation the fort of 
government that might by them be deemed proper. He had 
heard it mentionc d, that if Robefpierre, for inftance, was 
dcul, or out of power, a great change might be looked for in 
the aflairs of France; he confcilcd he did not fail in with fuch 
cxpedations ; they fcemed to him immaterial : He entertained 
too good an opinion of mankind in general, to imagine that 
f)ne man \^a8 fo much fuperior to the reft, as to be able to dic- 
tate. 
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tate, by his will and pleafure, to millions, that which of thenar 
felvcs they did not approve, and that too in the conduft of a 
war in which they were all fo immediately concerned, and in 
the fucccfs of which they were fo materially interefted. In 
the cafe of a prince afting upon hereditary rights and authori* 
ties, fomething of that nature might poflibly happen ; in the 
cafe, however, of a republic, fuch as France at prefcnt was, 
nothing of the kind was likely to occur. From the cortdudb 
of thefe Emigrants, he faw no great encouragement to trull 
them much : Had ibey not defferted their King in the hour of . 
diftrefs and the moment of danger, poffibly their late unfortu- 
nate Monarch might have been on the throne at this hour. 
Thcfcperfonsmight eventually have feme inclination to betray us. 
In that point of view, therefore, the Bill was improper. Their fo- 
rocioufnefs againft thofe whom they detefted as ufurpers, mud 
tend to contaminate all ailbciation, and to mould the charader 
and difpofition of the Britifli foldier after fo bad an example; 
for the foldiers of a free country, therefore, he did not think 
them fit companions. His Grace faid, he had heard the French 
abufed for their ferocioufnefs ; if that were true, where was 
the wifdom of the prefent meafure ? That many afts of great 
barbarity were committed in France, was perfeftly true ; but 
to whom were thofe afts of barbarity to be afcribed ? To the 
French ? No ; thofe enormities were to be attributed to their 
combined enemies, who had hunted them like wild beads, 
and had driven them, from ftage to llage, to madnefs and de- 
fperation ; and he was forry to fay, that he had heard fpeeches 
fully as ferocious and fanguinary as any of thofe faid to have 
been uttered in the Convention ; he had heard this war called 
a war of extermination ; this appeared .to him to be as unwife 
as it was unjuft and indifcreet. His Grace concluded a well- 
arranged, perfpicuous, and argumentative fpeech, with ob- 
ferving> than unlefs much better reafons than he had yet heard 
were urged in favour of the Bill, he ihould be under the nc- 
ceflity of retaining his opinion of the inhumanity and impolicy 
of the meafure. 

The Earl of Mansfield began a very able fpeech by declaring, 
. that there was no llatute, nor any writer upc^n the law of 
nations, which forbi:de the interference of one country in 
time of war, with the internal regulations of anotlier nation; 
the whole body of ancient ludory, hi's.Lordihip contended, 
clearly eftablifhed the contrary propofition. Such then bciufj 
. the faft on that point, it was natural next to turn to tlic objetf 
of the war; that objecl was clearly, as far as he underlVood ' 
it, to check and overturn that murderous and tyrannical 
fyftem, that threatened the overturning of every govcrumeutt 
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of every fpecics of order, and of every focial tie, in every part 
of Europe. 

The Jacobins in France, his Lordfliip obferved, had avowed 
that to be the principle upon which they a&ed ; they had de- 
precated all omer forms of government, had decreed a deter- 
mination to deftroy them, and promifed prote^lion to all 
iuch as (faould be led away by the mad do£lrines of the R-jgbts 
of Man. With perfons of this defcription, it was impoifible 
to look forward for peace, at leaft with the fmalleft degree of 
fecurity for the prefervation of it. Thofe Jacobins were well 
aware that their own fafety and continuance in power, de- 
pended on their keeping on the war, inafmuch as that enabFed 
them to continue their horrid butcheries and the deftrudion 
of each other. He had heard it argued, that twenty-four millions 
of people were attached to this (as it was fometimes called) 
Conftitution j of that faft, however, he very much doubted 5 
aitd rather believed that mod of them were obliged to appear 
fo, through fear of confequences too dreadful to be defcribed. 
Suppofing, however, a number of the multitude were in its 
favour, it only proved the juftnefs of Antony's remark to 
0£lavius '9 who, ipeaking of the inftabilrty and uncertainty of 
popular opinion, fatd, ^* Obferve the man who was yefterdary 
the idol of the people j fee him to-day, the outcaft of the 
world ; fuch is tne fate of him who feeks popularity f Who 
builds on that, buitds on a rock of fand, and will foon find 
he has no foundation." But why, continued his Lordihip^ 
fiiould we refer to ancient times, when, even in France, we 
fee the favourite tyrant of one day make wav with bis blood 
for another popular fucceiTor ? BrifTot and pis faQion were 
foon followed by Danton and his adherents; and what doubt 
can there be that it will be long before Robcfpierre and his 
crew will alfo meet with the reward of their infamy ? The 
neceflity of overturning and deftroying fuch a fyftem of hor* 
ror, murder, and villainy, as that which has fo long diftraded 
that unfortunate country, was a queftion on which no man 
could doubt ; our own exiftence, as a flourifiiing and happy 
country, depended upon that event ; every meafure, therefore, 
that tended to carry on the war with moft vigour, and by that 
means accomplifh that defirable end, ihould have his hearty 
fupport. Of that defcription, his Lordfliip fatd, was the mea^ 
fure of putting arms into the hands of thofe unfortunate gen* 
tlemen •, for they, of all men, were the moft concerned in the 
rc-cftablifliment of order and good government. Of their faith 
Und honour he entertained not the fmalleft doubt ; and for 
the whole of thcfe rcafons his Lordfliip. declared himfclf a 
friend to this Bill, and faid he had for fome time looked for- 
ward 
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«rard to fuch a meafure with no fmall degree of expedatioa 
«od anxiety. 

The Marquis of Lanfiavin commenced a fpeech of confider« 
able length and much argument, by expreffing, in pointed 
«nd fevere termsy his entire difapprobation of me Bill before 
iheir Lordfhips, and of the whole fyftem upon which the Bill 
was founded. The Marquis maintained it, that the inipolicy 
of the meafure altogether was obvious, and that the inhuma«i 
nity of it was without precedent or example. Minifters^ hig 
Lordfiiip obferved, aS^ded to fay, that if any of thefe emi- 
grants were taken and executed, we ihould retaliate and exe« 
cute the prifoners we might take captive : That, however, was 
-a procedure which, he was perfuaded, they dared not attempt 
to carry into execution. Did they fuppofe that all the families 
in this country would hear, for an inftant, of a pra£tice, bf 
which fo many of their neareft relatives and dearell friends 
would be facrinced ? If fuch a praftice was to be attempted^ 
minifters would be dragged out of their beds at midnight. 
Such a pradice had been talked of during the American war» 
and the e0e£t of even that was quite enough to enable us to 
fee the danger of attempting to adopt a fyftem fo barbarous 
and abominable. That the meafure itfelf, in his opinion, was 
entirely unconftitutibnal, he did not feel the fmalleft hefitatioa 
to declare. If, obferved the Marquis, there was any one 
fundamental alTurance for the fecurity of the liberties and con<» 
ftitution of this country, it was to oe found in that jealoufjr 
which fo wifely exifted with regard to Jlanding armies : If, then^ 
there was any caufc to be jealous of 'a ftanding army of our 
own countrymen, how much more reafon was there to be 

i'ealous of one compofed of Frenchmen ! and if of Frenchmen^ 
low much more of that which was formed of Fapifts; of 
men who not only were bred in habits of thinking on political 
fubjedsy fo differently from Engliflimen, but whofe profeflioa 
of religious faith was fo materially diiFerent alfo ? He objefled 
to no man merely on account of his religion, for he was a 
friend to toleration; but on a queftion like this, he muft look 
at them in a body. Was fuch a thing ever thought of before i 
What would King William, or the Parliament of that day, 
have thought of a minifter who (hould have dared to have fug- 
gefted fuch an idea ? At that time, indeed, and before and 
after that time, this country was ufing every means to curb 
the ambitious fpirit of the Houfe of Bourbon j however, fo 
much had things now changed, that we were become Quixotet 
in the rcftoration of a branch of that family which we hjid fo 
much dreaded and fo juftly execrated ! If, however, he had 
ikeen rightly informed, thefe emigrants, his Lordlhip faid^ 
4. ^cre 



1 



44V WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; fiol^il 

were not fo very fond of the Bill as' we were taught to believe^ 
and it would be found that very few would be inclined to join 
in the enterprifc, unlefs they were prcfcnted with commiflions. 
Inflamed with an idea that when thofe Noblefle returned^ 
they would find numbers of followers among their former 
dependents; the fanguinary minds of fome, however, had 
furmounted that obftacle. But could the good fenfe of the 
Houfe confider it probable that thofe Noblefle would find fol- 
lowers among their former dependents ? What ! was it likely 
that men, who had fufFcred fo much, and were fo opprefled \yf 
the ancient government of France, fhould, on the appearance 
of thefe unfortunate men, in an inilant forget what they had 
been fighting for, and fly with rapture, and entreat for the 
reftoration of the feudal fyftem ? With pleafure give up their 
guns to thofe Lords, whom they knew, if that fyftem was 
reftored, would employ them in (hooting any one who ihould 
even deftroy a hare r Exclufive, however, of this, there waa 
another ftrong reafon why they would not meet with that 
candid reception, namely, becaufe their eftates had found new 
poilefibrs, who, it was natural to fuppofe, would not be very 
readily inclined to refign them to thofe to- whom they at one 
period belonged. Thus then it did not appear to him that the 
plan promifed to be attended with any material advantage ; \t 
was the more, therefore, to be objefled to, from the fpecies 
of inhumanity with which it was accompanied ; for it was idle 
to fpeak of what their fate would be, if taken,' as a matter of 
doubt, for the fa<3: was notorious to every one. Had it not^ 
his Lordfliip aflced, already happened, that when the Pruf- 
iians, in treating for. an exchange of prifoners, had propofed 
to include the emigrants, that propofition had been perempto- 
rily rejefted ? And were not the recent declarations of the 
French republic equally well known? A noble Ix)rd had< 
indeed, declared he was qot prepared to fpeak with refpcft t(? 
retaliation j in his opinioli, however, it was not even a quef- 
tion \ for what man in this country, unlefs, indeed, he was 
deftitute of the common feelings of humanity and the ties of 
parental afTcftion, would fufFer his fon to join that army which 
was to be fubje^tl to a haznrd fo horrible i 

It was, the Marquis obfervcd, now admitted that the object 
of the war was entirely changed; and that wc were not en- 
gaged for cllabliihing any form of government, but folely to 
overturn th/iL which did cxift> and this upon the ground of 
the horrid cxclIIcs that had been committed ; excedes, indeed, 
which every man muft lament. In his opinion, however^ 
much of the blood that had ilowcd in France, was to be attri- 
buted to tlie conduct of the allies; They might, in a great 

ineaksre. 
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meafure, be faid to be tlie caufc of the carnage, though ochers 
. had produced the fh'ockinf eff^ft. 

He feared both (ides had too (Irongly made up their minds 
upon the fubjed, to be convinced by any fafts that could be 
adduced, or by any arguments that could be offered by the 
others ; it remained, therefore, for time alone to prove whofe 
principles were beft calculated to benefit their country ; whe- 
ther the principles of thofe who aftcd with him, and wifhed 
for the reftoration of peace, or of thofe who fupported the 
continuance of a war fo dellru£tive. It (hould, however, be 
remembered, that, from their numbers, it was not one or two 
defeats that would conquer the French; but if the allies were 
once beat, he knew not how they would rally again ; and furely 
the confequenccs of that were worthy fome confideration. In 
the courfe of his fpeech, the Marquis ftated the anecdote of a 
friend of his, who, in confequcnce of his politics, was well 
received every where but on hisowneftate; and took occafioa 
to compliment his Grace of Bedford upon the ability, arrange- 
ment, and conftitutional argument that he had difplayed in the 
delivery of his reafoning. 

The Earl of Caernarvon faid, that the meafure now under 
their Lordfhips* confideration had been chiefly objeftei to, as 
changing the objeft of the war, from the plauiible motives of 
refifling the encroachments of France on the rights of their 
neighbours, to an avowed intention of reftoring the monarchy, 
by the overthrow of the ruling government of France. The 
Noble Earl (Lauderdale) aflerts, that the Bill under confidera- 
tion avows the intention of reviving the ancient defpotifm of 
that country in its full rigour, as appears by the terms of the 
Bill; which limit the defcription of emigrants to be employed) 
to fuch who had been fubjefts of his Moll Chriilian Majefty, 
sind confequently exclude (according to the Noble Earl) thofe 
who had acknowledged the conftitution accepted by the King 
of the French. He likewife reproaches the meafure with inhu- - 
manity, in inducing men, whofe honour compels them to ac- 
cept the fummons, to engage in a contefl, where a cruel death 
awaits their captivity, if tliey (hould efcape the dangers of the 
field. The objeftion which the Noble Earl draws from the 
terms the JuhjeBs of his Mojl Chriftian Majejly^ feems to be 
groundlefs, for the phrafc is certainly the mo(t comprehenfive 
that could have been ufed ; it includes perfons of all defcrip- 
tions, who| at any time, had been fubjedls of his Moft Chrif- 
tian Majefty j Robcfpierre himfdf would not be excluded by 
thefe words. I confefs I do not comprehend the imputed in- 
humanity of employing (whatever may be the rifk) thofe who 
folicit an opportunity of refcuing their opprefled country. 
Does the Noble Earl really think, that there is a fingle emigrant 
Vol. III. 3 M who 
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who wUl not blcfs the hand* that arms him a^ainft the aflaffina 
of his parent, child, or friend ? that gives him hopes of con-* 
ttibuting, at any rifle, to reilore good order and happinefs to 
his bleeding country, and peace and fecurity to Europe ? Who 
would dechne this duty, from the additional danger which the 
barbaritv of their favage enemies adds to the common horrors 
of war? The Noble £arl alfo dreads the bad example which 
this fcene of civil conteft may give to the Britifh foldier, who 
will (he thinks) be habituated to fight the caufe of defpotifm, 
and point his fword.againft the eftablifliment of liberty : Thift 
apprehenfion certainly need not alarm the Noble Earlj if the 
Britifh foldiery ihould draw a leflbn from the fcenes they will 
have before their eyes, it will be by contemplating with indig- 
nation the horrid cruelties which follow the overthrow of an 
cftabliihed government ; they will fee that tyrannv is not the 
neceiTary appendage of government ; that it is tnc conftant 
Companion of anarchy ; they will learn to refift it, though it 
ihould prefent itfelf under the aflumed title of Equality, and 
the Rights of Man *, they will not feel that they employ their 
courage againft the caufe of liberty, but in oppofition to the 
mod unrelenting tyranny that ever opprefled an afflicted 
nation. ^ The Noble Marquis who fpoke laft dates an addi- 
tional apprehenfion which he entertains, namely, that it is the 
intention of his- Majefty's miniftcrs to carry on the war, for 
the purpofe of colle£Ung the rents of the emigrants, and to 
re-eftabliih the laws for the prefervation of game, and all the 
ancient rights of game*keepers in France ; if he does not mean 
this, I am at a lofs to comprehend a great part of his fpeech. 
I condole, however, with the Noble Marquis for the awkward 
(ituation of his friend, who, as he informs us, is well received 
cvery-wherc but upon his own eftate ; it is certainly peculiarly 
unfortunate for his friend; though I (hould hope me public 
inlereft is not much involved in this domeftic misfortune : I 
apprehend the cafe is not very common, and can have arifen 
only from fome difference of opinion between him and his 
tenantry and neighbours, from which the country at large 
may not derive any inconvenience j fuch difference of fcnti- 
ment will fometimes happen. I have lately been prefent at a 
county meeting, almod at the door of the Noble Marquis, 
and could not help remarking that no fmall difference of opi* 
nionfubfided between him and his neighbours, for I was not able 
there to trace a (ingle fentiment that bore the lead refemblance 
or analogy to thofe opinions which we daily hear from the 
Noble Mirquis in this Houfe, The Noble Marquis may, there- 
fore, without any imputation on him, find himiclf in the fame 
predicament as his unfortunate friend, and yet the public in- 
tercd may fuffcr no difadvantage from this diiilrence of fenti- 

ment. 
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ment. The objeftion which has been moft relied upon, is, 
that the war changes its obje£l : I will not take up your Lord- 
ihips' time in arguing that to change the objefl of a war is 
notof itfelf objcftionable ; that it may, in its progrefs, be 
wife and politic, and perhaps inevitable, to do fo ; and from 
circumftances alone, it can be wrong j becaufe, in facl, no 
fuch change of objeft has taken place : And on this I muft 
trouble your Lordlhips with a few words, though at the rifle 
of repeating arguments fundamentally the fame, and fo often 
oppofcd to fimilar objeftions, in this beaten track of decided 
topics. The objefl of the war is precifely the fame, namely, 
peace, and fecurity for peace ; and if it cannot be obtained 
under the prefent rulers of France, to feck it by deftroying 
that rulc» in any way moft likely to effeft it 5 if by the refto- 
ration of monarchy it is moft likely to obtain that defirable 
end, to aim at that reftoration i in fliort, to take the moft 
efFedual fteps to procure that great objed, a fecurc peace* 
The means of conducing the war may and muft change with 
circumftances ; but do not, therefore, imply a change in that 
approved obje£l of the war. The difference between the 
Noble Lords who oppofe, and thofe who fupport," this niea« 
fure, appears to me to reft only in the practicability or im- 
prafticability of a fccure peace; for I do not apprehend that if 
they agreed with me that a fafe peace*was impracticable, under 
the exifting government of France, and that the freedom and 
independence of the Conftitution of this country was incom- 
patible with it ; that they would hefitate to employ the mili- 
tary flcill of Pruffia, or to arm the hand of the emigrants, 
againft the common enemy of all order and government. 
"Die Noble Earl is too found a reafoner to argue as he does on 
fuch an admii&on. It would therefore be politic to employ 
thofe perfons, whofe deareft interefts are the pledges of their 
^eal and fidelity, if the ohjtSt fought by their lervice is a wife 
and neceflary oojeSt i and this brings us again in that circle of 
reafoning to the ftale though important queftion of the necef- 
fitv of the war. The war was begun by France, on principles 
innerent and interwoven with the texture of their prefent 
government. He often cited decrees which proye that the 
ufurpers of power in France, without pretence of injuries 
received from their neighbours, declared, that their right of 
interference in the government of other nations drew its fource 
^rom the vital principles of their revolution : The Rights of 
Man, the Laws of Nature, and the facred Right of Inlurrec* 
tion, are all principles which, they fay, they have fwom to 
maintain according to their fenfe of them ; and under colour 
ff this Qolkftitutions4 doty, which they had impofed on them- 

3 M «. fclvcs. 
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fclvcs, they juftified the aggrcflion of the Scheldt, and threat- 
ened what they called the tyrannies of Europe. Fraternity, 
with the infuri^ents of other nations, became the war-whoop of 
thefe civilized favages. The term of civilization is certainly 
prof" fled in its application to thefe monfters of inhumanity ; the 
annals of the civilized world do not produce fuch unrelenting 
barbarity, fuch ufelefs fcenes of blood and tyranny ; theSpanifh 
hiftory of Mexico, the horrors of their own St. Bartholcmc, are 
paffagcs of common and ordinary calamity, when compared 
with thofc fcenes of complicated cruelty and more than favagc 
barbarity, with horrors, which, though true, exceed belief; 
and appear rather as a bloody dream, than the daily occur- 
rences of a world, in which we live and breathe. Will it be 
faid, that, notwithftanding thefe domeftic fcenes may excite a 
pang in every feeling heart, it is of no concern to us as a na- 
tion ? Surely, if thefe are the bleffings attached to the Rights 
x)f Man ; if thefe are the effeSs which flow from the Laws of 
Nature, as they define them, and as they have fworn to main- 
tain them ; if this is the happinefs which is to be the fubftitate 
for the Conftitution we enjoy, and which Barrere terms in- 
fernal, when he calls upon us toYurrender it as the only price 
of peace, indignation is as much provoked by our intereft as 
our feelings. Briflbt has told you that the revolution of France 
could not fubGft unlefs the tranquillity of every other country 
was difturbed. Barrere tells vou the price of peace. Is not 
this fufficient to pcrfuade us tnat the fecurity, the peace, and 

Serhaps the exiftence, of Great Britain, depends upon the 
eftruftion of the government (if it can be called a govern- 
ment) of France ? They do not wifh for peace ; foreign war 
is abfolutely neceflfary to the popular rulers of Paris. Wheii 
they had overturned all order and government; when they had 
baniflied the rich, plundered and diflipated their wealth ; when, 
in the convulfion, commerce and induftry had fled ; the aa- 
thors of this awful ruin faw twenty-four millions of reformers 
out of employment; they had no means of giving food and 
occupation to this numerous hoft of beggarly kings (whom 
they had called to the fovereignty, and who continued to flow to 
Paris, from Marfeilles and from other feminaries of fedition 
in that convulfed country), but by pointing their fury againft 
the peace and tranquillity of neighbouring ftates: They had no 
means of averting the danger which menaced the revolution 
itfelf, and its authors, from the intemperate zeal of its own 
inftruments, than by extending the field of a£bioh« and giving 
ampler fcope to the fpirit of innovation, and direding the 
torrent which had overturned all order and all government in 
Franccj into a channel where it might vent itfcS on the terri- 
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tones of its neighbours -, they found, that wars, and confequent 
rumours of plots, well managed, would keep the turbulent 
fpirits in employment, and the peaceful' difpofitions from lei- 
fure to rcfleft on their fituation ; real war and pretended plots 
became the apology for exifling tyranny and plunder; they 
gave to murder and confifc.uion, the confiJence and tone of 
juftice. Can any man real I y be perfuaded, that Robcfpierre, 
the prefent fovereign of France, wiflics for peace ? Can he 
wifli to fee 3 or 400,000 lawlefs ibldiefs, with arms in- their 
hands and the Riglits of Man in their mouths, turn their 
attention to the affairs of government at home, and fcrutinizc 
his conduft and cftimate his patriotifm ? Is the guillotine 
government fo deeply rooted in the affeftions of the people 
as to give no pretence to the reforming ambition of difbanded 
foldiers, proud of their acknowledged fovereignty ? The ruling 
faftion of Paris know that their government cannot ftand the 
tcft of peace. My hopes of peace, therefore, muft be placed 
in the deftruftion of the tyranny which opprcffes that unhappy 
country, and threatens the fecurity of Great Britain ; I can- 
not, therefore, difapprove of this meafure, which is calculated 
to give us every advantage againft a dangerous enemy, and to 
afford us the affiftance, of men, whofe courage, zeal, and 
fidelity, it is impoffible to doubt. 

Earl Stanhope^ previous to an intimation which he had to give 
to their Lordftiips, took notice of the manner in which the 
grounds of the prefent .war had, from time to time, been 
ibifted, fo that it was now in faft impoffible to conjefturc 
what in reality was the objeft of hoftilities. His Lordlhip 
quoted the King's Speech in January 1792, a period long 
after the Jacobin fyftem was tViumphant in France, dating 
that this country had fuch affurance of tranquillity, as to make 
it advifable for us, not to increafe our naval and military efta- 
^liihment. This proved, his Lordfliip contended, that mi- 
nifters did not then fee the Jacobin fyftem, dangerous as they 
haa fince affedted to deem it. A Noble Lord had abufcd the 
Rights of Man, and had pretended to trace from them all the 
misfortunes which have deluged France. For his part,' his 
LordOiip declared, he could never fit Itill and hear the Rights 
. of Man attempted to be degraded and leffened in the cfpinion 
of mankind, without entering his proteft againft fuch a pro- 
ceeding ; for where the Rights pf Man were ridiculed and 
difregarded, there liberty muft foon ceafe to exift. In his idea 
Man was born with c^tain rights and privileges ; as for exam- 
ple, the right of equal juftice, and the rights of liberty and 
property, and thefe he profcfled he fhould ever endeavour to 
inaintain. His Lordfliip then took notice of the general decla- 
mation 
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mation that had been employed, in dercribing the wretched* 
nets of the mafs of the people of France ; and contended, that 
the whole of that defcription was unfounded in h£k ; for that 
he had reafon to be fatisfied, that, the frontiers and a few in* 
ternal places excepted, France, with regard to the mafs of its 
people, was the happiefl country in Europe, and that its 
natives were the mo(l unanimous and cordial in fupport of the 
nieafures of their government, efpecially that of the profecu- 
tion of the war. It could not, indeed, be otherwife, for the 
peafants paid no taxes i the expences of the war were borne by 
ariftocrats, defrayed out of the royal domains, and the confif** 
cated property of the clergy and the emigrants ; and as a proof 
of their bappinefsy his Lordfhip referred to the various enthufi- 
aftic expredions of attachment to the republic made by the 
wounded in the hofpitals. In the courfe of his argument his 
Lordfliip dated a fa£l, rather curious in itfelf, and ftrongly 
charaflcriftic of the enthufiaftic temper of the people. It was 
this: Within a very recent period, between 12 and 15,000 of 
them had been taken prifoners, and were marching through 
Vienna to the place of their deftination. In the courfe of their 
march, it fo happened that a boy was playing with a red cap upon 
a (lick. This incident reminded them of what they called the 
Tree of Liberty, when inftantiy, like an ele£lric ihock as it were, 
they unanimoufly Ihouted, ^^ Long live the Republic, one and 
indivifiblc! Long live the French Republic ! ** If it were pretended 
that thofe people were forced in to the army, and kept there through 
fear, it would not be fuppofed that fear continued at fuch a time ; 
a time, when they mignt have met a reward for (hewing a con- 
trary fentiment. His Lordfliip called upon the Houfc, there- 
fore, to reflecl on the improbability that there was of any fuc-t 
cefs attending a plan, the obje£l of which was to reftore arif* 
tocrats to their former pofleffions. Having ended an harangue 
pregnant with curious matter and pointed reafoning, hisLordf 
ihip gave notice, that the next day he fliould make his oppofi- 
tion to this Bill, upon his own grounds, for he was determined 
to oppofe it throughout its progrefs. 

Lord Gnnville made a moft eloquent reply to the fpeech of 
the Noble Earl (Stanhope); in which, with a mafterly hand, 
he depided the mifcries of the people of France, and the genc-» 
ral ftate of that unhappy country. He particularly noticed 
the aflertion of the Noble Earl with refpe£l to the happimfs 
which that Noble Earl had faid to exift among the people of 
that country. In France, his Lordfliip obferved, the people, 
furroundcd by fpies and informers, and liable to the levereft 
vengeance for a fufpicion of what was termed inciviiin, were 
terrified into obedience, and were compelled to be filent under 

the 
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the moft abfolute tyranny that had ever exifted, the moft op- 
pref&ve defpotifm tmt had ever difgraced human nature. No 
man could be certain that he (hould reap the crop that he had 
Ibwed^ no man, in fhort, could reckon upon the fruits of his 
labour. The technical and enigmatical phrafe, requiftt'ton^ was 
ufed for the purpofes of plunder and violence ; it was ufed to 
wreft from them their property, and even to compel their per- 
fonal fervices as common foldiers in the defpicable armies of 
that di(lra£led country. The labourer, the artifan, fo far 
from daring to murmur at the tyrannous deprivation of his 
property, might deem himfelf fortunate if the rude hand of 
oppreilion was fatisfied with that rapine, and did not take his 
life alfo. 

The various arguments that had been made ufe of by the 
Noble Earl, as they were totally irrelative to the fubjedl before 
the Houfe, required no anfwer ; kft they (hould, however, 
derive a degree of confequence elfewhere, from remaining un- 
re£uted, his Lordftiip faid he (hould take that opportunity to 
give them a reply- His Lordfhip then entered into a recital of 
lome of the numerous enormities that had been committed in 
France. He dwelt on that fubje£l for a confiderable length of 
time, and with his ufual powers of eloquence. The Noble 
Earl had afferted, that the condu£l of the combined powers 
had induced all the horrors that had deluged France. In re- 
ply to that affertion, he would aik the Noble Lord, Whether, 
becaufe Auftria deemed it neceffary to arm, that that was a 
juftification for the murder of their mild and affeftionate 
Monarch? Becaufe Pruflia had joined, was that an excufe for 
butchering his innocent Queen ? Becaufe other powers had 
felt it neceffary to oppofe the threats and repel the aggreffions 
of the Convention, did thofe circumftances palliate the horrid 
crime of deluging the ftreets of their capital with the blood of 
its inhabitants ? did thofe circumftances leffen the guilt of the 
maffacres at Lyons, at Toulon, and in the other towns of 
France ? One fccne of tyranny and bloodfhed had exceeded 
the other ; each fucceflive fa£^ion had refined upon the plan of 
oppreifion and carnage that had marked the career of its prede- 
ceffors. 

Having put thefe points very forcibly, his Lordfhip entered 
into a review of the condu£l of Adminiftration throughout the 
progrefs of the French revolution. He juftified the plan they 
had purfued, and fubmitted the propriety of it to t^he judgment 
of the Houfe. With refpeft to the Bill before tl eir Lordfliips, 
he vindicated the meafure from 'the cenfurf! it had met with, 
and contended, that it was a plan hirl.y expedient to be 
. adopted, and likely to be attended with the moft beneficial 
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dfe£ls. As to the idea that had been fuggefted by fome Noble 
Lords, that it was of a compulfory nature, and left the etui* 
grants no other alternative than that of ftarvatson or acquielL 
cence ;, his Lordihip declared it to be a fa£t, that the emigrants 
had long folicited to be employed; they had long viewed, with 
indignant regret, the defolations that ravaged their unhappy 
country ; they had feen their deareft connexions defpoiled of 
their property by the tyranny of the Convention, and deprived 
of cxiftence itfclf, by their remorfelefs barbarity. They had 
long regarded the miferies that agitated France with anguiih } 
they panted for the moment in which they could adminifter 
relief to their fuffering country, and afked for arms to crufh 
the tyrants who ruled and ravaged it. They had, indeed, 
quitted France at different periods and for different caufes s 
the horrors, however, into which (he has been plunged by the 
barbarities of the prefent fadlion who governed, had united 
them in their wi(hes to attempt her refcue. Fears had been 
fuggefted, left, by an afTociation with the emigrants, our 
troops might become contaxtiinated. For his part, his Lord- 
fhip faid, he entertained no fuch fears ; he thought that no 
fuch danger was to be apprehended. The meaneft ranks in 
our army had too much good fenfe, poiTeffed too much inform* 
ation, and faw too well the advantages of the conftitutien 
under which we live, and whofe benefits they in common with 
the reft of their countrymen had experienced, to be tempted 
to fwerve from their duty ; or to be induced, by any arts, to 
change that conftitution, for defpotifm on the one hand, or 
democracy on the other. 

The plan that the Bill propofed was not, in his mind, in 
the leaft degree unconftitutional ; nor was danger to be appre- 
hended ; inafmuch as they were to be employed in Continental 
fervice ; and at all events no greater number than 5000 of them 
were to remain at one time in the ifland, and thofe not to be ' 
fuffered to come farther than five miles into the interior of the 
country. As to the idea that 5 000 Frenchmen, with arms in their 
hands ^nd in military array, could create any danger to the con- 
ftitution and liberties of England, it appeared to him a ridi- 
culous one J as if it were poflible that fuch a number, or even a 
xtiuch greater number, could march from Portfmoudi to London 
without interruption, and defeat, in fa£l, the whole^force of 
the kingdom ! The meafure of employing foreign troops to 
fight the b:ttles of this country on the Continent, had never 
been deemc d unconftitutional. King William employed French 
Proteftants to fight in his war again ft the ufurpations and ag- 
grandizement of Louis XIV. yet no idea appeared to have 
been entertained of the meafure being unconftitutional ; nor . 
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was that inhomanityy vtbkh in the prefent inftance had been, 
by fome Noble Lord8» fo greatly deprecated, exerci(e4 upon 
tbofe foldicTs who were taken prifoners in the courie of the 
war. The French emigrants of the psefent day were in faA 
the fitted perfons that could be employed in the profeoition of 
the war, for the attainment of that obje£l for which hoftilitiea 
had been commenced. Thofe eril confequences that had been 
;qyprebendedf bis Lotdfliip obferved, would not at prefent 
follow from any difference of opinion or difunion of views 
amongft them. The enormities committed in France bad mm 
creafc^ to that magnitude, that they had created but one fen- 
timent in the mind of every man who was capable of refleAing, 
and was not deftitute of humanity : That fentiment was, that 
thofe defperate wretches, who had ufurped the powers of go- 
vernment in France, and at prefent ruled in that country, muft 
be fubdued. His Lordfiiip proceeded to vindicate thofe un* 
fortunate men from the idea that had been fuggefted of their 
being influenced by motives of revenge. Iney were, his 
LorcUhip faid, men of great and noble minds, which had been 
chaftened in the (chool of adverfity ; they were men of fend* 
ments too elevated to be fufpe&ed of entertaining a defire of 
revenge ; and, in his mind, it was highly illiberal to infinuate 
that they were animated by any fuch motive. It was their 
anxious hope to have the healing balm of forgivenefs and re* 
conciliation poured into the bleeding wounds of their country, 
and not to widen them by wielding the fwora of revenge. 
Retaliation had been mentioned by fome Noble Lords as a thing 
likely to occur : With refpe£t to the dodrine of retaliation^ 
his Lordfliip obferved, that, flrould the French pat to death 
uny perfons employed in the fervice of this country and bearing 
Britifli commiflions, by the law of nations, we (hould be jufti- 
ficd in taking fuch meafures for the prevention of fuch conduct 
in future, as (hould by us be deemed proper for that purpofe. 

With refpe£l to the right of one nation interfering in the in* 
ternal concerns of another country, his Lordfliip maintainef|, 
that by the pra£lice of ancient and modern countries, that right 
exifted. In fupport of this obfervation. his Lordihip cited the 
cafe with regard tq Holland, in whofe internal affairs England 
had interfered, and called to the recollection of the Houfe, 
the treaties by which our conftitution is guaraitteed to this 
country. That if a republican form of government could 
be eftabliflied in France, that would aflbrd fecurity to perfons, 
to property, and to political opinion, this country ought not 
to treat with fuch a government, he was not ready to declare ; 
but he was free to exprefs it as his opinion, that a monarchical 
form of government would be preferabky and that no demo- 
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craqf could Rtre fecarity to twcnty-fottr millions of peopk} or 
afibnl DTOteSioa to their liberties. His Lordihip concluded 
with obfcrving, that the more vigour with which the war was 
profecuted, the more likely was it to be fpeedily terminated : 
The termination of hoftilities, however, could not take plaos 
until the prefent fyftem of government was deftroyed; a {jmm^ 
he faid, that was found^ on immorality and iniuftice; » 
fyftem that fet at defiance all ideai^f religion, that nad no re* 

Srd for the privileges of property, that was poroulgated b/ 
t ihoft favage violence and rekntlefs barbantyt and threat- 
ened the deftru^iion of all order, of all fecurity, and of the 
Sberties of every other nation in Europe. 

Tbf Duieof Bedfordy in explanation, faid, he wifiied that*, 
the Noble Lorfl had given lefs fcope to his eloquence as apr 
plied to the feelings of their Lordihips, and had afforded 
fomewhat more of argument in fupport of the Bill. His Grace 
obferved, that in civil wars, nx>re efpccially where the conteft 
WHS about opinions, atrocities on both fides were but too com-? 
mon ; and he much feared that the efie£l of the prefent Bill 
would be to increafe them greatly in France. 

The Marquis of Lanphwn again rofe* and began by quoting 
|he ezpreffion ol a Noble Lord who had recently addrefled the 
Uoufe (Lord Grenville), and who had declared that he had not 
heard any thing like argument advanced againft the Bill before 
- their Lordfliips. If that Noble Lord had not heard any argu** 
ments advanced the Bill, faid the Marquis, he had engaged 
the attention of their Lordfliips unneccflarily, and had occu- 
pied ^eir time to no purpofe* As that Noble Lord, how- 
ever, had endeavoured to anfwer thofe arguments, it was not 
Vnfair to prefume that fome of the points which they con- 
tained bore hard upon his Lordihip, efpecially when it had 
been deemed neccflary fo (Irenuoufly to endeavour to remove 
their efie£l. It luvas not, the Marquis continued, in his opi-. 
nion, probable, that any thing that could be then faid could 
operate upon the i^iinds of their Lordihips on either fide of the 
Houfe, to induce them to alter the Opinion that they refpec- 
tively might have formed upon the meafurc then under their 
confideratipn -, were the cafe otherwife, it would, in his mind, 
be no difficult matter to refute every thing like an argument 
which had been advanced by the Noble Lord to whom he had 
alluded, who had talked of chronology without book, and had 
confounded it in every ftep that he had gone. Nothing that 
Could be advanced by the Noble Lord, could make him for a 
moment furrender any part of the conftitution of his cpuntry, 
or agree to the introdu£lion of a ftanding anny, how fmsdl 
foever ia point of number, and however fubje£t to particular 

regulatiitfis. 
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• regulations. He faw with an eye of jealoufy the introduc- 
tion of' barracte, and regarded other meafurcs of a fimihjr 
nature in the fame point of view. The Noble Lord and his 
^colleagues, 'he believed, had ftudied a certain author mote 
than they quoted (lim, and appeared to him to have adopted 
one principle which that aatl^or (Machtavel) laid\down» 
viz. '^ that when a Prince viriflies to introduce any mea- 
fare obnoxious to the^ temper of the people, or dangerous to 
their libertie»y - he ihould arm himfelf with power before* 
hand, to compel the confent of his fubjefts, if likely to be 
-deniecl." As- to the ftate of the pebpTe of France^! 'heHiad 
lately converfed, the Marquis faid, with well-informed and 
impartial men, who had recently traverfed that country from 
Lyons to Paris, and from Paris to Bourdeaux, and they all 
coincided in reprefenting the condition of the great body of 
the peopie, and the. cultivation of the country, as beine far 
fujperior to what they were fix years agOj. undor the eld iarm 
01 government. . * .- 

That the decrees which fubiilted^ fixing the price of the 
different commodities, or, as it was there called, e(labli(hing 
the maximum^ and thofe that put in a (late of rcquifition, were . 
felt as hardfliips, he did not deny; though felt as hard(hips» 
however, they were hardihips fubmitted to not only with re» 
fignatioo, but with cheerfulncfs ; perfuaded, as the people 
tirere, that they were generated by the exigency of the moment, 
and that they were the means of fecurmg to them the property 
they pofleflcd, and firmly eftablifhing the future freedom of 
their country. To what extent the NoblcJLord had enlarged 
his notions of religion, he knew not, nor woyld he attempt to 
conjefture. For bis own part, the Marquis faid, to narrow 
had been his education, fo cramped were his ideas, that'lie , 
had been taught to look for religion in the church of England^ 
and for liberty in the Britifli conftitution. With refpeft to 
the willingnefs that might be {hewn by the French emigrants 
(0 enlift, it was, in his mind, cruel and unjuft to hold out that 
none but thofe who were deflitute of every honourable feeling 
cotttd decline enrolling themfclves under the regulations of the 
Bill before their Lordfliips. Of tlibfe emigrants, many of 
theih, men of the hoUeft qualities,' and of the higheft fcn{e of 
honour, might fbel infuperable objedions to bearing armB 
againft the cc^ntry that gave them birth. He confefied, that 
he for one (Icprecated the idea of placing thofe unfortunate 

fentlemen in a fituacion fo defperate ; for whatever the Noble 
lOrd might &y on the fubje£t of retaliation, he was convinced 
that, fiiouid thofe unfortimate men fall into the hands of their 
,f ntaged countrymen, they would be left to a fate the moft 
i , r ' 3 N 2 dreadful i 
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.^feadfiil; for he fappofied in every future cartel for exchange 
of prifeners, the emignots would be cscliidcd, as thef had 
been in the cartels between Aoftria and Pruffia, wherein the 
wopofitton to exchai^e them was rejeAcd wirii fcoriH and 
forced to be given up. 
The Houfe then divided upon the Bill : 

Contifns *• 54 

lf9tX:airtfnti - 7 

MaprUy 47 
The Bill then pafled the Commitcee, and was ordered to be 
lead a third time.*— ^Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
MoNDAT) May 5. 

The Mold, LamporC) Martm, Frefelkirk) Enonghftone, and 
Belftone Inclofure, aiid the Eledion Oath Bill, were read a 
third time^ and pafled. 

The Bankrupts' Xaw Bill was read a third time, and com- 
mitted. 

Two new writs were ordered : One for the borough rf 
Trcgony, in the county of Cornwall) in the room of %A« Ste^ 
vtnfin^ £fq deceafi;d. Another for the county of 0erby, in 
the room of Lord George Cavendi/by deceafed. 

The report of the Bill for the further Prevention of Delay 
in the Ele&ion of Members to ferve in Parliament, was brought 
up > fome amendments were propofed by Mr. Fox^ adopted, 
and the Bill was ordered to be ingroflcdj and to be ' read a 
third time to-mortow, if then ingrofled. 

Mr. Eaft moved, that the report of the Bill for preventiiy 
the vexatious Removal of Poor Perfons, be taken mto con£ 
deration on Friday next.— Ordered. 

Mr. Fox prefented a Petition on behalf of fome of his Con- 
ilitucnts, approving of the general principle, but praying to be 
hoard by counfel againft fome parts of the Bill.— Ordered* 

CONTRACTCMIS. 

Mr. Thornton brought in the Bill to explain and amend the 
^ad George III. rehtive to the difability of Contradors to fit 
in the Houfe, and moved, *^ that it be read a fifft time.'' 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that having oppofcd the motion for leave 
to bring in the Bill, and not having heard any further ailment 
in fupport of it, he was bound to oppofe it in this ahd every 
other uage of its .progrefs. Hit obje£tion arofe from its being 
a hafty and injudicious interference with a very important aS^ 

which 
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which had been found highly femceable in prai£llce»*and which 
-he wiflied to be kept facred from incoi^Gderate alteration. 

Mr. JoUife thought it inconfident^ after the Hotife had 
given leave to bring in the Bill, to refufe to hear.it read, and 
remarked, that it might receive full confideration in its future 
prc^refsy and be modified as the Houfe might think proper. 

Mr. J^iliftiifce faid a few words, and fuggefted to Mr. 8he« 
ridan, that if he perfifted in his obje£lion at prefent, it would 
be an impediment to the private buGnefs which might remain, 
as there were not a fitiEcient number of Members prefent vo 
divide the Houfe. 

Mp'. Thornton faid* the Bill did not extend tn any material 
iriteration of the Contractors* Bill. It only went to except thofe 
from the difability who became contractors, by delivering in, 
on public notice to Goyerament, the lowed propofals for the 
fupply of any articles. 

Mf. Sheridan conceived, that there was no inconfiftency in 
Us oppofiiig the firft readitig of the Bill, who had never a^nted 
to the motion for leave to bring it in. He did not, he declared, 
wiOi to interrupt private bufinefs, and therefore, if the H<hi« 
Gentleman would give notice when he meant to move the fc- 
Gond reading of the Bill, he had no obje£bion to poftpone his 
of^fition till that period. 

The Bill was then read a firft time, and ordered to be read 
-a fecond time on Thurfday next. 

ABERDEEN POLICE BILL. 
Mr. Sheridan faid, among the orders of the day, one flood 
for taking into confideration the report of the Aberdeen Police 
Bill i and alfo notice of a motion for difcharging the order for 
the petitioners againft that Bill being heard by counfel. The 
Houfe very well knew that this Bill was oppofed by 2700 pe- 
titioners, many of them people of great property and refpe^-^ 
bility, who would be ready to fupport a Bill upon proper prin- 
ciples, if it were at all neceiTary. It fo happened, howevec, 
that the Corporation, or Town Council, had in their manage* 
ment fufficient funds for paving, lighting, and fupplying with, 
water the town of Aberdeen. The petition on the table fo 
ftated the cafe, and evidence was ready to be produced in fup- 
port of it* Notice, however, had been repeatedly given, that 
a motion would be made to difcharge the order tot hearing 
the petitioners by counfel at the bar; this to him appeared 
very extraordinary indeed, and what he could hardly luppofe 
was meant ferioufly. It might fo happen, however, dat thofe 
who were anxious to fupport the Bill, with a view co pufli it 
through, might feize an opportunitjr, in the abfence of thofe 
Ambers who wilhed to aid'the petitioners in oppofing a yery 

improper 
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improper mearure, and the Hoofc, taken by furprife; migbt 
difcharge the order. Where the ioterefts of fo many thoa- 
fands were concerned, Mr. Sheridan f^iid he ihouid thkik this 
a very hard cafe. It now nxuft appear very certain xo the 
Gentlemen who fupported the Bill, that it was iB^oiEUe to 
carry it through at tnat late period of the feflioa. 

llie people of Aberdeen, Mr. Sheridan obferved, w«m uii^ 

. doubtedly the bed ju4ges of their own affairs. Tlie bufinefis 

might therefore be fafely trufted to the operation of their own 

{*udgment and good fenfe, Counfel had repeatedly attended, 
»ut it had fo happened that there was no Houfe to hear them.r 
The remaining part of the feffion might be fpent in the fame 
nnprofitable, and, to the petitioners, very eipenGve mode of 
procedure. He would tterefore move, *' That the Order for 
*< the taking this bufinefs into confideration ihouid be put off 
•• to this day three months." 

Mr. Fergu/dfi profefled that he could not believe the Hon* 
Member ferious in what he propofed. The Hon. Membelt 
, who brought in the Bill, having juft fufiered a fevere domeftic 
lofs, was unable to attend. In his abfence he had taken the 
charge of the bufinefs. Aberdeen was a town of great refped* 
ability ; after Edinburgh and Glafgow, the third in Scotland-^ 
It was alfo the feat of an univerfity \ and nothing had yet been 
done to fumifh it with pavements, lamps^ and water. It was 
furely hard that Aberdeen, which enabled the.ciiizensof Los^ 
don to Walk with comfort over its granite pavement, fliould be 
denied the privilege of paving its own ftreets. He thought 
the Bill a very fair one, and (hould certainly rcfift the motion^ 

Serjeant Watfon obfcrved, that if the matter was fo very itf- 
terefting, the bed method of doing it juftice was to give it a 
fair hearing. Let the counfel be called in and heard, and then 
it would be feen on which fide the matter of right and prd^ 
pertylay. 

Cohnei Macleod conceived, that it would be readily allowed, 
that he was better acquainted with the city of Aberdeen than 
the Learned Serjeant. He thought the Bill exceedingly im- 
proper. A petition from 2700 perfons had been prefented 
agamft the Bill. A petition had likewife been presented in 
favour of it, figncd bj only 156 perfons. To make up this 
number of 156 (the fa£b would appear merely from looking 
at the petition) many women, the gaoler, and many members 
of theTown Council, had fiened ; and even feveral trading confi- 
panies had figned fir (I the firm of the company, and then the 
partners had figned again as individuals. A petition fo fub- 
fcribed, when (o rcfpeftably oppofed by thofe who had a deep 
intcrcft at Hake, he could not help thinking deferved eza£lly 
% • •• • that 
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that notice from the Houfe, which his Hon. Friend had pro- 
pofed. ' He certainly (hould fupport the oppofition of the very 
rclpedable body of the inhabitants who would be afFeded hj 
the Bill. It appeared to him to be a rule, to which the H^ufe 
ought to attend, and always hitherto had attended, that in a 
k>pal Bill) to impofe a local tax for local purpofes, the concur* 
rcnce of the people to be affedied by it (hould be previoufly 
•btained, otherwife it Ih'ould receive no countenance in that 
Houfe. There were, however, fufficient funds in the hands 
of die Town Council; and the purpofe of the Bill was to loclc 
up tho(e JFunds, and in place of them to draw a heavy tax from 
the pockets of the inhabitants ; fuch was the plain ftatement 
of the cafe. When he had laft been in the Nonh, he had not 
obferved any deficiency of thofe articles in Aberdeen, the want 
of which had been fo pathetically lamented. Such a Bill was 
therefore, in his mind, a proper fubjedi of oppofition, and he 
ihould certainly oppofc it by every means in his power. 

Mn Wigley fiiid, the inference appeared to him to be 
ftrange, that, becaufe the bufinefs was uninterefting to thou- 
fands, therefore the hearing (hould be delayed. He could not 
well conceive that mode of reafoning, and would therefore 
move an amendment, to leave out the words ** This Day 
*^ Three Months," and infert ** To-morrow." 

Mr, Sheridan aereed, that certainly the counfel might be 
called in and heatd ; but he wi(hcd to be anfwcred, by M'hom ? 
By the Speaker, and by one, two, or three Members. It was 
well known that, at this advanced period of the fedion, fuch 
was the manner in which the hearing would be attended ; but 
iKfas it a manner befitting a fubje£l, in which the interefts of 
many thoufi^nds were involved?. Notice had three times been 

S riven of a motion to difcharge the order for hearing the couns- 
el; and for what reafon? Had the counfel and witnefles 
failed to attend ? That would have been a good reafon ; but 
was that the faft f Certainly not. From day to day the coun- 
fel and witnefles had attended ; and why were they not heard ? 
becaufe there was nobody to hear them. Becaulc the judges 
were not jn court, were fuitbrs to be denied the benefit of 
being fully and fairly heard ? 

It was under this very ilnpre(rion that he had made the mo* 
tion. If the good people of Aberdeen could not fettle their 
differences at home, which this would give them an opportu- 
nity of doing (and he hoped it would fo happen), then let tbenl 
. be heard at a time when Gentlemen would attend, and give 
them a patient and full hearing. He (hould therefore adhere 
\o his motion, as being, in his opinion, proper and confiftent. 

^jeant WfOfon prof^flcd not to be fo much ^onncfted with 

tbo 
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the North as the Hon. Member oppofito (Colonel Madeod) $ 
^ut he had heard enough from his friends in that qQarter> to 
(atisfy him that the Bill was fuch as to entitle ii to the atten-* 
tion of the Houfe. Perhaps there might h/c fands,as was 
ftated I but powers might be wanted to open or enlarge ftxeetSt 
or remore incumbrances. He would certainly therefore Yote 
lot the amendment. 

After a few words from CoknA MdcJeod^ the queftibn was 
put \ and there not being a fuSicient number of Members 
prefent to make aHoufe, the Members neceflarily feparated. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, Maj 6. 

EMIGRANT CORPS BILU , 

On the Order of the Day being read, for the third reading 
of this Ri'l, 

Earl Stanhope faid, that it was his wiQi not to detain their 
Lordfhips, but he could not fit iilent, when he contemplated 
what had fallen the preceding night from a Noble Lord, tin* 
that it was his Majcfty's minifters' determination to interfere 
with the internal government of France — an interference the 
mod lingular he had ever heard, that of annihilating the 
exifling fyftem of governmenL He would not, he faid, 
in the prefent inftancc, travel over the fame ground ; as ta 
the interfering with the internal government of France, that 
be had done, aa that was a fubjc£l on whidi he before employ- 
ed a whole evening's difcuflion. His Lordfhip expreiTed his 
entire difapprobation of every part of this Bill. He had, he 
faid. read the preamble of the Bill, and every diAinfl claufc of it j 
he had heard the principle of it and the obje£l of it debated lad 
night; he had digeiled the whole; and in no one inftance 
could he perceive it to be founded on either juft, legal, or 
politic grounds. Hs would, however, only feleft the objec- 
tions that had appeared upon the face of it ; and fird he at* 
t;icked the humanity of the Bill, from the information he had 
collefted, and which he believed to be open to every one. He 
could ftatc it as a faft, that the French, though not univerfally, 
yet generally deftroycd the emigrant prifoncrs who fell into 
their hands : This was founded upon the laws of nations; but 
:(s (Irong prejudice was always attached to whatever the 
French didy he would name any other country, fuch as Den- 
mark or Sweden: Would not the fubjetls of ihofc countries 
taken prifoncrs be deft/ oycd ? There were certain- laws upon 

ow 
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our ftatute book6, which made it treafon foir any man to thtet 
into the pay of' other nations; yet, by this Billj we encourage 
that part of ^eafon in the emigrants ; was this the humanity^ 
of it ( was it not delivering thele unfortunate men to be guiU 
lotined like felons, or hung like dogs ? As for the retaliation 
which the Noble Secretary of State mentioned the preceding 
night, Was it fair, was it practicable ? If^ in revenge for their 
Jtourdering the emigrants that might become their prifonerS) 
we coolly deftroyed their.officers and men who were taken pri- 
foners here, would they not in their turn murder the bravfe 
officers and men of tnis Country which they had taken pri- 
loners this war, and might not even the Duke of York himfel£ 
fall a vi£tim to fuch a fyftem of ferocity ? If fuch a fyftem 
took place, could any man, who had relatives or friends pri* 
foners in. France, thmk without (huddering with terror for 
their fate i Muft not every man tremble for the brave foldiers 
in the fervice abroad, in a war carried on Upon fuch horrid 
principles ? Would it not extend the cruelties of war to a de* 
gree unknown in the annals of th( world, and not to be be* 
fieved at the end of the i^th century ? If the prefent Bill muft 

Eifs^ his Lordfhip intreated the Houfe to endeavour to make 
me provifion to avert the calamities that might refult to thofs 
employed in the fervice ; for they had entered it with an ex* 
peaation, that if they were taken prifoners, they would be 
well treated, as they had been at Toulon and elfewhere s and 
not be liable to be maflacred, which the fyftem of retaliation 
might fubje£l them to. His Lordlhip faid, there was a re* 
medy to be found in an A€t that hadpaiTed that year, namely^ 
the Mutiny Aft, of which he read the 78th fe£iion, by which 
no officer, or officers, were authorifed to enlift the men, and to 
return to their country, unlefs they were willir^g. His Lord* 
(hip faid, he would move that a fimilar claufe be added to the 
prefent Bill ; but, in doing fo, he wifhed to be underftood, not 
to agree with any part o^ 5ie Bill whatever. He then took up 
the firft volume of BIackftone*s Commentaries, with an in- 
tention to read to the Houfe that great lawyer's opinion on 
this fubjeft, ftated in page 414. 416. chap. 13. when he wa$ 
interrupted by 

Lord Sydney f who faid he was going to do what he had hevet 
done in either Houfe of Parliament ; but as he clearly faw tKat 
the fpeech of the Noble Earl was not intended for their Lord- 
. (hips, but for the hearing of the perfons whom the Noble Earl 
had himfelf introduced into the Houfe, he ihould move that 
the bar be cleared. 

Lofd GrenvilUAtfixtA that the ftrangers might not withdraw 
with fo falfe an tmpreffion on their minds, and begged diey 

Vol. IIL 3O might 
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nught ftmr untU^they received the antidote againft the poifatm 
attempted to be difleminated by the Noble Earl. His Lord<- 
fhip tnen aflured the Houfe, and appealed to the proofs of the 
fad, diat no foldiery on the face ot the earth were more at^ 
tached to their conftitucion, their King, and their Government^ 
than the Bricifh army. They fought like men who felt the 
juftice of the caufe in which they were engaged. They wer e 
guided by ihe dilates of honour, of loyalty, and of religion ^ 
and they merited every refpeft) every attention, and every re-^ 
ward, from their country. 

Earl Stanhope rofe to reply ; when Lord Kenyan ordered the 
Houfe to be cleared. While the ftrangers were out, a con* 
Terfation enfued between Lord Sydney^ Lord Harvke/kury^ and 
Birl Stanhope. 

Earl Stanhope perfifted in aflerting, that no foldier ou^ht 
to be enlifted but for a limited time. He took notice of the 
barracks ereded throughout the country, which he pronounced 
unconftitutional and alarming. He next adverted to the pam- 
phlet of Lord Hawkeibury. 

The Bill was read a third time, and ordered back to the 
Commons without a diflentient voices and at a quarter pad 
eight the Houfe adjourned to Thurfday the 8tlu 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, May 6. 

» The Waterman's, Akely and Skellington Indofurea, and 
GlafgowRoad Bills, were read a third time and pafled. 

Meflage from the Lords, that they had agreed to the French 
Emigrant Bill, as alfo to a Bill for diflblving the Marriage of the 
Hon. Mr. Howard and Lady Elizabeth BeUafyfe, to which 
they defired the concurrence of that Houfe. 

CANAL BILLS. 

Mr. Torie gave notice that he ih^ld on Friday the 9th, 
move for the Houfe to difpenfe with fome of their rules re- 
fpe^iing the introdu£^ion 01 Canal Bills, the neceflity of which 
was manifefted from the ex parte evidence heard upon the £au 
Brink Canal Bill. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, May 7. 

The Bill for granting to his Majedy 2,500,0001. to enable 
him to make good his engagements with the King of Prui&a, 

and 
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and for other purpofes^.was read a fecond time, and ordered to 
be committed on the 8th. 

The Houfe proceeded to the confideration of the Report of 
the Standing Orders of the Houfe relative to Canala ^ in which 
feveral alterations and amendments were made. 

Adjourned* 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, May 8. 

A Mc{ris:e from the Lords informed the Houfe, that their 
Lordihips had pafTed a Bill for the difcharge of Infolvept 
Debtors in certain cafes, to which they defired the concur* 
reuce of the Houfe. 

TESTS. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved that he could not bring forward the 
n^ocion he had given notice of for that day, relative to Tefta gf 
perf -ns to be employed in hisMajeft/s ferv»ce, in theabfen^e 
of minifters. He could have wifhed it had been unneceflary 
for him to bring it forward at all \ and that minifters had done 
it themfelves \ but as the matter ftood, he fhould poftpone it 
to Monday, the 1 2th. 

Mr. Sheridan gave notice that on the fame day he (hould 
move that the Bill for enabling Contractors to fit in Parliameat 
be rejeded. 

Adjourned, 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

FniDAY, May 9. 

The RopI AfTent was given by Commiffion to 24 public and 
10 private Bills. 
Received eighteen Bills from the Commons* 
Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, May 9. 

PENITENTIARY HOUSES. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas moved, that the 19th of George Illd. 
ehap. 74, be read; which being read accordingly, he proceeded 
to ftate his ideas on the mock of pnnifliing felons. At the 
time, he faid, of pafling the h(k which the Houfe had juft 
heard read, it was generally underftood, that it would be b^- 

3 O a nefidal 



'409 W^mALV% PAlOIAinNTARY REMRtt. [Couun^ 

ttcficial to this country to adopt a fyftem of erecting Peni* 
tentiary Houfes for the punifliinent of felons of certain de** 
fcriptions. That fyftem had fince received the fandion of 
<he JLegiflature. For the purpofe of carrying on a plan upon 
tfiat fyftem, power had been given te commiiSoners to purchafb 

gound, on which it was propofed that Penitentiary tloufes 
ould be ereOed. That plan, it was thought, would fttper«» 
cede the neceflity of tranfporting to Botany Bay the fame 
number of convim that had been formerly tranfported } but, 
from a variety of incidental circumftances, the plan had not 
been fully carried into execution, and it was for that purpofe 
that he called the attention of the Houfe. He did not mean 
to fay that no offenders fliould in future be tranfported to 
Botany Bay; on the contrary, there were many who ought to 
be tranfported there, and fome for offences on which trans- 
portation did not attach by the law at prefent. Botany Bay 
therefore would, in his opinion, continue to be a veryufeful 
dblony to this country, for the reception of many offenders* 
But although he thought that fome were not fent who ought 
to go, yet he thought that many were fent whofe labours might 
be made better ufe of in this country. The obje£t of his mo- 
tion wa^ neither more nor lefs thatn to try to carry into efie£k 
the plan of employing fome of thofe convifb in Penitentiary 
Houfes; and It went no further than to purchafe ground on 
'which fuch houfe or houfes might be erefled. When £rft 
this plan was mentioned to him, and when he was told th^t 
many of thofe convifls who were tranfported to Botany Bay 
for life, as the terms on which they were to be pardoned, after 
having received fentence of death, might be ufefully employ«- 
ed in manufadures in this country, he owned he thought the 
fcheme a vifionary one ; but, on more clofely examinmg the 
mode propofed by a gentleman, whofe manufadory was not far 
from tnat Houfe, he found that the plan was not only pra^- 
cable, but alfo very czfy to bet carried into cffcSty viz. by 
means of a machine, which enabled every man to be a manu« 
fa^urer, without the afliftance of any (kill whatever : It might 
be faud to be a machine that gave the power of fight with* 
out eyes, and of feeling without hands ; merely moving the 
machine anfwered all the purpofes of completing the manu* 
fa£lure. A great number of perfons, he was perfuaded, might 
be employed here, where their labour would be very ufeful 
to therublic; and he believed, that with very little additional 
cxpence, the produce of the labour would equal the charse of 
carrying on the work. He obferved, that the purchafe of the 
rround on which he intended the penitentiary houfe to be 
Duilt| would amount to fomething more than 6000L He then 

moved. 
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taovtdi ^ That leave be given to hnng in a BUI for ercQ;- 
** ing a Petiitentiary Houfe or Houfes on a certain Ground 
^ in the Parifli of Batterfea, in tlic County of Surry, therein 
♦« defcribed." 

Mr. Pofois highly approved of the meafure. 

Mr, Dundas^ in reply, faid, that the plan would not only be 
lucrative to the perfons employed, but, he was extremely well 
fatisfied, would defray its own expence* 

Mr. Hujfey fatd, he did not mean to oppofe the motion ; but 
before he gave his affent to it, he was defirous of knowing, why 
the meafure had not been carried into efiedt before ? 

Mr. Dundas faid, that the perfons with whom the plan 
originated, were apprehenflve of the expence ; but he was fa«- 
tisned that the fame caufe of apprehenfion would not operate 
at prefent. 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill ; and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer^ Mr. Dundas^ the Attorney and SolicitQt General^ 
were ordered to prepare and bring in the fame. 

WOOLCOMBERS BILL, 

On reading the Order of the Day, for the Houfe to refolve 
^tfelf into a Conimittee of the whole Houfe, on the Bill to pro- 
te£t the Woolcombers in their Trade againft the Efiefls of a 
Machine lately invented for combing Wool, 

7i^ Chancellor of the Exchequer oppofed it, on the gencril 
ground of its beine the duty of that Houfe to encourage every 
invention by whicm labour was fliortened. It was owing to 
this that our manufa£iures had multiplied and improved fo 
much of late, and upon it the extenfion of our commerce ef- 
fentially depended. To enter into any detail upon the fubjed, 
would he thought be unneceffary, becaufe he was confident 
that nothing that could be faid in favour of fuch a Bill would 
reconcile him to the principle of it. 

Mr: Wm Smith oppofed the Bill as highly illiberal in its prin* 
ciples, and dangerous in its precedent. He thought that 
no encouragement ihould be given to any meafure that op- 
pofed the exercife of human invention in the abridgment of 
labour. 

A Petition was prefcntcd againft the Bill. 

Mr. Wigley thought that fome limitation (hould be made 
as to the time of working the machine. 

Mr. Baftard defended the BUI. 



Mc. 
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Mr. RMi (aid a kw words $ as did alio Mr* Sirfemmt 

Watjbn. . 

The Houfe divided: 

For the Bill 24 

Ai^Mnfi it 67 

Majority 43 
EAU BRINK DRAINAGE BILL. 

Mr. Torhf after taking notice of the great importance cil" 
the £au Brink Drainage Bill, moved two refolutions, the fub* 
itance of which was, that this bufmefs fliould proceed in the 
next Scffion as if no prorogation had taken place, inftead of 
commencing de novo^ as the (landing orders of the Houfe would 
otherwife require. 

This, after a fliort converfation, was agreed to. 

The Houfe then went through fome private bufinefa, and 
• adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Monday, May 12. 

Mr. Whitbread faid that, when his Hon. Friend (Mr. She* 
lidan) gave notice of bringing forward a motion relative to 
Tefts to be taken by perfons ferving his Majefty in the prefent 
war, he conceived that it was not to be oppofed ; but now, 
iinderftanding that it was, he muft defer it to Thurfday next* 

On reading the Order of tjie Day, for the fecond reading 
of the Bill for enabling Contra£lorsto (it in Parliament, 

Mr. Chi/we/I, after a few obfervations on the mifchievous 
tendency and bad confequences of fuch a Bill, moved, *' That 
^ this Bill be read a fecond time this dav two months." 

Mr, Buxton obferved, that he (hould have been better pleafed 
If this Bill had not been brought into that Houfe at all. Ho 
thought that the time when the Bill pafled to prevent con* 
tradors from fitting in that Houfe was a glorious aera in the 
hiftory of this country. He expefled fomething like a pro^ 
mife to be made that this Bill ihould not be brought forward 
again, otherwife he (hould think it advifable to rnove^ *< That 
« thi3 Bill be now rejefted." 

T/je Speaker ftated, that, in point of regular proceeding, the 
motion for the reje£tion of the Bill could not be made on the 
day on which the order flood for the fecond reading, but it 
would be competent to any Member to move for the rejeftion 
at any time afterwards. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Chifwell Taid a few words, 

Mr. Rofe was of opinion, that there were ctrcumftances 
which would prevent this meafure from paiBng at any time. 

Mr, Baker thought the meafure ought never to have been 
brought forward, and he hoped that it would never be heard 
of again* 

The fecond reading of the Bill was then poftponed for two 
months. 

The fiill for granting to the King 2,500,000!. to enable his 
Majefty to make good his engagements with the Edng of Fruf* 
fia, &c. was read a third time, and pafled. 

The further confideration of the Aberdeen Paving Bill waa 
deferred to Wednefday the 14th, on the motion of Mr. 

>¥^. 

feT*^ Mafierofthe Rolls moved the Order of the Day for the 
fecond reading of the Bill for the difcharge of Infolvent Debtors, 
in certain cafes, which was done accordingly; and the Bill was 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe 
on Thurfday the 15th. 

A Petition was prefented on behalf of Mr. Smith, who had 
refided for fome time at Canton, in China, dating the hard- 
Ihip of his fituation, and the grievances that he hac* fufiered, 
and praying to be included in the provifions of the Bill. Re- 
ferred to a Selcfl: Committee. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a Bill for crefling two 
Penitentiary Houfesin the parilhofBatterfea, uhich was read 
a firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond tim^ the 14th. 

Mr, Dent moved, That the Bill for the further Prevention 
of Delays at Eleftio'ns of Members to ferve in Parliament fhould 
be read a third time the 14th. 

Mr. Powis thought this Bill was, from the amendments, 
become a very important one; and therefore he hoped it 
would be attended to. The order was then made for the third 
reading on the 14th. 

MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 

Mr. Dundas brought down the following Mcflige from his 
Majefty : 

" GEORGE R. 

•* Hia Majefty having received information, that the fcditious 
•* pra^ices which have been for fomc time carried on by certain 
** Societies in London, in corrcfpondencc with Societies in dif- 
*' fcrent parts of the country, have lately been purfued with in« 
'* creafed adivity and boldnefs, and have been avowedly direded 
** CO the object of alTembliag a pretended General Convention of 

" the 
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*< the People, in contempt and defiance of the authority of F^olufc* 
^ meat, and on pnnciplea fubTerfive of the exifting kws and con- 
** ilitution, and dire£Uy tending to the introdudion of that fyfteni 
•* of anarchy and confufion which has fatally pretailed in France^ 
<< has given diredions for feizing the books and papers of the £ud 
'* Sjcictlcs in London, which have been feized accordingly ; and 
'* thefe books and papers appearing to contain matter of the 
^* grcatcft importance to the public intereft, his Majefty has giveii 
^< ordei-s for laying them before the H6ufe of Commons ; and hit 
'< Majefty recommends it to the Houfe to confider the fame, and 
*' to take fuch meafurcs thereupon as may appear to be neceflary 
** for efledually guarding againft the further profecution of thefe 
** dangerous dcligns, and for prcferving to his Majeft^y's fubjeds 
*< the enjoyment of the bleflings derived to them by the conftitutioii 
** happily eftablifhed in thefe kingdoms. 

« G. R.'» 

Mr. Secretary Dundas obfenred, that^ in point of form, tho 
only thing he fhould then do, would be, to move that his Ma* 
jcfty's moft gracious Meflagc be taken into conCderation the 
next day, the 14th \ but that the Papers to which the Meflage 
icferrcd verc fo voluminous, that he believed there would 
not be time enough to inveftigate them on that day. 

The MefTa^e was ordered to be taken into confideration 
the 14th. 

Adjourned* 

HOUSE OF LORDS. ^ 
» Tuesday, May 13. 
The Sunday Bill was read a fecond time ; and 
The Bifhap of Rochejler moved, that it be committed on 
Thurfday the 15 th, and that the Lords be fummoned upon 
it.— Ordered. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

TussDAT, May 13. 

Fleet Inclofure and Drainage, South Kelfey Re£iory, Em« 

manuel Hofpital, Bifhop of BriftoPs and Wilfon's Eftatess 

and Aldermefton Roads Bills, were read the third time, and • 

pafTed. 

A new Writ was ordered for the Borough of Ayr, &c. vice 
the Hon. ClarletStenjoart^ Steward of the three Chiltcrn Hun- 
dreds \ alfo for Radnor, vice the Bm. David Murray, deceafed. 

BILL 
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BILL TO PREVENT DELAY IN ELECTIONS. 
• A motion having been made for the third reading of the 
Bill for preventing unneceffary delays in Eleftions, 

Mr, PoHois rejoiced at the fullnefs of the Houfe, as he 
thought that the importance of the claufes introduced in this 
Bill, fince it had been originally propofed, demanded the mod 
mature deliberation. He (hould not, he faid, at that ftage of 
the bufinefs, have at all diffented from it, were it not that the 
parts which he thought objeftionable, or at leaft fo doubtful 
as to demand further confideration, bad been introduced fub- 
fcquent to the firft reading of the Bill. At all events, he con- 
tended that the Houfe ought not unadvifcdly, or raflily, to 
pafs it with thofc provifions, as the poftponing it to another 
leffion could not be attended with any evil fo great as that 
which might poflibly arife from its pafling into a law. He 
therefore moved to fubftitute the words " this day thret 
months," inflead of the word " now." 

Mr, Fox faid, that as the principle of the Bill, and that of 
the claufes fubfcquently introduced, were cxaftly the fame, 
and as that principle had been almoft unanimoufly acceded to 
by the Houfe in the antecedent ftages of the bufinefs, he 
could fee no grounds on which it couH be objefted to, but 
thofe of irregularity, if any there was : But he contended, that, 
on the contrary, all the forms and orders of the Houfe had 
been fcrupuloufly adhered to; and he himfelf, in order to 
rcfcue the proceeding from the imputation of irregularity, had 
moved, when promifing the additional claufes, that it fhould 
be an inftru£bion to the Committee to take them into their 
confideration. Nay, what was ftill more, the Bill had been a 
fecond time re-committed, and the fenfc of the Houfe taken 
upon it; if not by a divifion, at leaft by ah ample difcufliony 
which ended in their agreeing to it. As this was the cafe, 
and a^ not only the letter, but the fubftance and the fpirit, of 
the forms and orders of the Houfe, had been ftriftly adhered 
to, he hoped that the Bill would be allowed to pafs without 
further delay. 

7he Majler of the Roils admitted that the orders of the Houfe 
had been complied with; and faid, that had the Bill been 
fufiered to go through the Houfe without any alteration from 
its original llrufture, he fhould not have oppofed it. But had 
he been in the Houfe when the additional claufes were pro- 
pofed, ^e fhould hafve thought it his duty to fethis face 
againft them; for, what was the principle of the Billf It 
profefled to be a Bill to fhorten the duration of eleftions ; a 
meafure he heartily approved of: And what did it amount to 
now ? Nothing lofs than a Bill to do away an cftablifbed teft. 

Vol. III. 3 P This, 
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Thisjho werer proper it might appear to be done lierBtfter,ought 
not to be done before due difcuffion and matare confideration. 
He would not deny that it might be proper to abrogate tfaofe 
oaths i but he thought it was rather haitily attempted, con- 
fidering the sreat importance of the meafure. He would not 
fay, either, but it was juftifiable to give Roman Catholics a. 
right to vote ; he obfenred, howerer^ that this Bill did not 
fubftitute, in the place of the abrogated oaths* even fo much 
as the oath ena&ed b^ the Roman Catholic Bill pafled two 
years ago, at the requifition of the Catholics themfelves % and 
he could fee no rcafon why the Houfe fhoold not provide thac 
teft) at lead, which the people themfelves had offered. 

Mr. Dent was againft poftponing the Bill. 

Mr, Burke faid a few words againft poftponing the Bill. 
He profefled that the enjoining of unneceflary oaths was very 
improper, whether the jrui^e£l was confidered in a moral, a 
religious, or a political poii^t of view. The facrednefs of an 
oath, be laid, mould be preserved in all poflible purity, and 
not blurted widi light and needlefs over^uie. As to the oaths 
propofed to be expunged from the fonns of eledlion by this 
Bill, he was convinced, and fo he believed was the Houfcs 
that they were ufelefs and fuperfluous, and were therefore, be 
infifted, very improper t« be adminiftered } for oaths, if not 
abfolutely juftified by necefCty, became criminal, and were ia 
{z€t a tax iqpon the confcientious, but no barrier at all to the 
difafieded or feditious. He was therefore againft the poft« 
poning of the Bill. 

Tife Chancellor of tie Exchequer agreed with his R^ht Hon. 
Friend (the Mafter of the Rolls) that the Bill ought to be poft- 
poned, as a doubt bad arifen refycStmg the exj^diencv of re« 
pealing the oaths on the one hand, and as no material injury 
could arife from the delav of it on the* other. 

Mr. Powis's motion, tnerefore, pafled without ^ divifioni 
and the Bill of courfe was rt^eOtedpro tempore. 

SEDmOUS AND TREASONABIX PRACTICES. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a large packet, fealed ap» 
confifting of papers feized from feditious fodeties, as (titled 
in his Majefty's gracious meflage of the preceding day to the 
Houfe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That in order to 
the Houfe taking it into confideration, his Majefty's meflage 
lliould be read. 

The Speaker having accordingly read the meflage. 

The Chancellor of the Excheouer faid, that as the Houfe muft 
already be in full pofieilion of the nature of the fafta to vrUch 

their 
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their attention was csH^d by his M^eftjr's meflage, it was not 
fteceffary for him to detain them long. He ihould therefor^ 
toncent himfelf widi moringy with as mnch precifion as pof* 
fible, the meafures he thoupit it might be expedient for the 
Houfe to adopt* The firft was one in which he prefumed to 
hope the general concurrence of the Houfe as a thing of 
courfe; he meant, the ufual addrefs of thaaks to his Majefty 
for his gracious mc^ge, and an exprefiion of their refotution 
to take the matter referred to in it, into their ferious conli- 
deration. If this motion were agreed to, which he flattered 
himfelf it could not fail to be, with even cordial unanimity, 
he fliould then, he faid, move to refer the Papers to the con^* 
fideration of a Committee ', and afterwards, that fuch Com- 
mittee (hould be a Committee of Secrecy, as moft conform* 
able to the caftomary pra£lice of the Houfe, and bed adapted 
to the particular circumftances of the cafe. The Papers, he 
remarked, were fealed up, and in that ftate ordered by his 
Majefty to be laid before the Houfe : For as they related to 
tranfa^ions of an extraordinary, formidable, and criminal 
nature, and contained matter that implicated a number of 
|>erfons, it was fitting that their names and the examination 
of them, which would neceflarily take up fome time before 
any e£fe£lual 'ftep could be purfued towards profecution^ 
ihould be as fecret as poffible, in order that the meafures 
which the Houfe might be difpofed in future to adopt, (hould 
not be evaded by the matter contained in the Papers tran& 
piring prematurely. The Houfe would therefore fee the 
propriety of firft referring them to the confideration of a 
Secret Committee, from whence the whole of the tranfac- 
tions would be laid open at a view to the Public, and of not 
rendering their future meafures abortive by a premature or 
particular difclofure. 

He accordingly moved. That an humble Addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, &c. 

Mr. FoK declared, that he did not rife for the purpofe of 
oppofing the motion, as he conceived it to be in fome fort 
a thing of courfe, but merely to fay a few words previous 
to his acceding to it. He Taid, he was the lefs inclined to 
oppofe it, as he conceived that his affent in no way precluded 
him from exercifing his right to difcufs the various fubjeds 
referred to ira the meflage when they came properly before the 
Houfe J and that the queftians, whether the bbjeft before 
them was properly fit for their inveftigation ? what the means 
were by which they were procured ? whether the feizure of 
them was conftitutiona! and legal ? (which by the bye was 
prima facie doubtful ;) and whether the mode of coHefting 

3 P 2 the. 
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the information refpefting them w^^ jaftifiable ? were ftitl as 
open to the invedigation and d^fcuflion of him and every 
other Member, as if they refufed their aflent in limine to the 
Addrefs. What) however, he chiefly wifhed to remark was, 
that if the Papers were fealed up, and their contents therefore 
unknown to the Houfe, he thought it would be wrong to 
refer them to a Committee, unlefs precedents were firft ad- 
Induced to ground fuch a meafure : For of all modes of pro- 
ceeding, the (leps which had been adopt^ in the prefent cafe 
feemed to him to be thofe which it was moil neceflary to 
watch over with vigilance. 

Lord Wycombe faid he had not any intention of oppoGng 
the motion : Far be it from him to deprecate the inquiry which 
it would lead to j if there did exift any deiign to fubvert the 
conftitution, or to betray its interefts, inquiry (hould be iu- 
(lituted, that the object of perfons iiaving fuch defigns, (hould 
be made known. If there had been guilt, the guilty (hould 
be puni(hed. — If there had been imprudence, the imprudent 
fliould be expofed, in order to put an end at once to sdl thofe 
fufpicions, jealou(ies, and perhaps groundlefs appreheniions 
which had fo long been entertained in this country. . He 
fpoke upon this fubjedl without the lead influence ; he had 
not the honour of belonging to any of the focieties to which 
the communication from the Throne referred : But if it (hould 
appear that the perfons alluded to, had only in view an obje£t 
which was profeiTed by many, he did not find himfelf difpof- 
ed to cenfure them, if they had purfued that obje£l with 
activity and boidnefs : On the contrary, he felt himfelf much 
inclined to defend thofe who were dedrous of obtaining a 
Parliamentary Reform, and aflembied avowedly for that pur* 
pofe only. 

The Addrefs paflcd, mmine contradicente. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That the Papers on 
the table be referred to a Committee. 

Granted, wwi. con. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer next moved, '* That the. 
** Committee be a Committee of Secrecy." 

Mr. Fax faid, he hoped that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
who made the motion, would either fupport it by fome pre- 
cedent, or demonftrate that there exifted fuch a diftin£tion 
between this and former cafes, as fliould induce the Houfe 
to have recoujrfc t^ new modes of proceeding unfanftioned 
by precedent. With regard to the argument urged by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman in fupport of his propofed mode of 
inquiry, namely, the fear of difcovery defeating the objefts of 
ityhc would only fay, that thofe objeds, not being fufficiently 

defined 
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defined or exprefled, could form no ground of argument. Was 
the obje£l profecution ? Profecution was already in the hands 
of the Crown^ who feemed defirous of calling upon the Houfe 
to take their part in it. He wifhed to know what the obje£k of 
the Crown was. He could not fuppofc it was impeachment ; 
for though he would always maintain the inquifitorial right of 
that Houfe, he' thought that impeachment could not properly 
come from the Crown. He could not, therefore, fee why the 
Committee fliould be a Secret Committee ; yet if, as he had 
{aid before, the Right Hon. Gentleman could either cite pre- 
cedents on the one hand, or mention on the other, grounds fuf- 
ficient to warrant a deviation from all rule, he would not ob- 
ject to it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that he had no difficulty 
at all in Ihewing, that the mode he propofed was both founded 
in wifdom and expediency, and fupported by pfecedent. The 
praftice, he faid, had invariably been, when papers were laid 
before the Houfe/ealed up, to jcfer them to a Secret Commit- 
tee. In fupport of this aflertion,' he could cite a variety of 
precedents; Layer's plot, in particular, in the year 1722, in 
which cafe the papers were fent fcaled to the Houfe, and were 
referred to a Secret Committee. As to the expediency of the 
mode, he confefled that he was much furprifed on what prin- 
ciple of reafoning the Right Hon. Gentleman, having agreed 
to its being referred to 'a Committee, (hould obje£^ to that 
being>a Committee of Secrecy, when the obvious nature of the 
cafe (more ftrongly denoted by the mode in>^hich the papers 
were laid before the Houfe) fliewed that the moft fecret invcf- 
tigation was neceflary. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer earncftly and folemnly 
conjured Gentlemen to recoUeft what the objeft before them 
went to ; it touched, he faid, nothing lefs than the very being 
of Parliament itfelf ! How, then, could any Hon. Gentleman 
think of throwing any impediment or objcflion in the way of 
an inveftigation which peculiarly belonged to themfelves, 
which concerned their prefent exiftcnce, and which tended to 
their future fecurity ? What the refult of the inquiry might be, 
he would not prefume then to aflert : On the report of the 
Committee, the Houfe would take fuch meafures as would ap- 
pear moft conducive to the fecurity of the conftitution. They 
might poflibly interfere themfelves ; they might poflibly refer 
it to the common courfe of law : But, previous to taking any 
ftep, it mud inveftigate and examine j and that examination 
could not be made with too much fecrecy.\ He put it to Gen- 
tlemen to fay, whether, under fuch circumftances as he had. 
defcribpd, it would have Dccn right fox the executive govern- 
I ment^ 
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nenty on difcorering and feizing thofe documents, to aToid 
laying them before the Houfe, for the purpofe of examining^ 
arrangingi or felc£ltng from them ? Upon that ground it was, 
that the earlieft communication 'poflible was made from his 
Majeftjr; and that communication, followed up bf the wife^ 
fecret, and falutary meafures which he was fure the Houfe 
would adopt, could not fail of producing very difierent confe* 
quences from thofe which might rcafonably be apprehended 
from giving the affair premature publicity. 

[The cafe oiLayer^ as ftated by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, was then read by the Clerk.] 

Mr. Fox faid, that, previous to thofe papers being brought 
up, and referred to a Secret Committee, the Houfe had been 
in poffcffion of the buGnefs : He thought, therefore, that it 
did not apply to the prefent inftance. 

The (jhancellor of the Exchequer's motion was put and 
carried* 

He next moved, •* That the number of the Committee be 
•* twenty-one." 

Mr. Fox faid, he had no cbjefiion to the number j twenty- 
one was perhaps as proper as any other ; but there were fome 
things which he wifhed to know refpe£ling this tranfadion. 
He was particularly deGrous to be informed, what had 
been the mode of obtaining thofe papers ? There was an am- 
biguity in the words of the meffage which left him at a lofs to 
determine refpe£ting that particular % and he therefore wiflied 
to know, on which of the grounds ftated in it, the feizure of 
the papers had been made ? Was it only on the grounds of the 
feditious pra£tices, or on an allegation that the perfons impli- 
cated had entered fo far on the execution of the plan of a Ge- 
neral Convention aS to be guilty of an overt a£t of treafon ? 
As a Member of the Houfe of Commons, and a friend to the 
conftitution, he refpeAed the opinions of Parliament } and it 
was a refolution * ftanding on the Journals of that Houfe, 
diat feizing the papers of a perfon accufed of a libel was ille- 
gal, founded on the principle that fuch an extreme ftep ihould 
aot be taken unlefs there was an a&ual allegation for treafon 
or felony. He therefore infifted, that by the refolutions of 
that Houfe, he was warranted in faying, that feizing papers for 
feditious praftices, or for any thing fhort of treafon, was ille- 
gal. If, then, the prefent feizure was made on an allegation 
lor feditious pra£^ices alone, it was, according to the declared 
fenfe of the Houfe, illegal : If otherwife, it might be legal. 
He therefore wiflied that the Houfe was informed which it 

• la Mr. WUket • cafe is 1766. 

was. 
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was. The cafe he alluded to, occurred, lie faid, in 1766. It 
was difcufled and determined on the generality of the war- 
rant. He therefore prefled minifters to give an anfwer to the 
queftion he had put, as he was averfe to countenance any thing 
that might militate againil the refolutions of that Houfe. 

Mr. Secretary Dtindas replied, that what the fubftantial 
grounds of feiziire were, the Houfe would be able to judge 
when it (hould come before them in the report of the Com- 
mittee. There was not, in his conception, the fmalleft ground 
for doubt as to the legality of the proceedings; and he would 
at prefent^folvc the Right Hon. Gentleman's doubts, by telling 
him, that the vrarrants were grounded on allegations tor trea- 
(bnable pradices. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that he believed the. 
cuftomary mode of forming fuch Committees was by ballot ; 
which 

. The Speaker agreeing to, the ballot was appointed for fhe 
14th. 

The Speaker faid, that it was always cuftomary, in cafes 
of fealed papers being laid before the Houfe, to deliver them 
to the cuftody of the Clerk. 

A motion to that effe£l was therefore madcj and earned^ 
^r^ /orifM.-^Adjourned, 



HOUSE OF LORDS. ' 

Wednesday, May 14. 
The Bills on the table were read, and the Houfe adjourned. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, May 14. 

Leave was given for a Bill to fupply the conquered French 
Iflands with Com; which was presented, and read a firft 
time. 

A Petition from the Vicar of Batterfea was prefentcd againft; 
the Penitentiary Houfe Plan. 

A Petition was prefented from the Bankrupt Prifoners of 
die King^s Bench. To lie on the table. 

Petitions were prefented from the Prifoners of the Marihal- 
fea^ Fleet, Hull, and Nottingham Gaols. To lie on the table. 

The Public Accaunts and Brasen-nofe College Eftate Billst 
were read a third timci and pafled. 

The 
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The Members delivered in lifts for a ballot for a Committee 
on the Seditious Papers, which, on calling the Houfc, iwcre 
referred to the Committee. 

Several Papers on the fubjeft of Sedition were prefented, 
and referred to the Committee. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, Alay 15. 

Mr, Howard's Divorce Bill having gone through a Commit- 
tee of the whole Houfe, without any amendment, was read a 
third tiR)e» and pafTed. 

Mr. Sheridan lamented., that he was extremely unfortunate 
with regard to a motion of which he bad frequently given no- 
tice, and i^ich, from unavoidable circumftances, he had more 
than once been obliged to poftpone. He was in the fame fitu* 
ation that day, in confequencc of having received a letter from 
the Secretary of State, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
ftating, that they, and other Members, were attending to bufi- 
nefs of great importance, and could not poffibly be in the 
Houfe that day. He faid, he had once indulged hopes that 
the minifter would have fupported the motion, but he had 
iince learned he was not to expeft it. He, therefore^ though 
relu£lantly» ihould poftpone his motion to Monday the 19th. 

The Houfe agreed to go into a Committee on the Infolvcnt 
Debtors' Bill the 17th ; and into a Committee on the Bill for 
regulating the mode of carrying Slaves from the Coaft of 
Africa on Tuefday the 20th. 

The Bill for appointing Commiflioners to adminifter Oaths 
to Eleftors voting for Members to ferve in I^arliament paflled 
the Committee ; and the report was ordered to be received the 
17th. 

Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, May 16. 

Heard Counfel, in a Committee of Privileges, in the claim 
of Thomas Stapleton, Efq. of the county of York, to the ba- 
rony of Beaumont, 

Heard Counfel on a Writ of Error, Lonfdale plaintiff, Lit- 
tledale defendant. 

Lord 
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Lor J Grenwl/e Xdid^ be believed it was a matter of courfe 
ta adjourn the Houfe until ten o'clock on the following day, 
when they were called upon to meet for the difpatch of bu- 
finefsi although the Houfe actually did not proceed to bufinefs 
till fome hours afterwards. As this notice was generally un« 
derftood to mean the ufua! time of meeting, he wifhed that 
twelve o'clock (hould be underftood by their Lordfliips as the 
hour of proceeding to bufinefs next day. He thought it ne- 
ceflary to apprize their Lordihips, that bufinefs of a nature 
-the moft urgent induced him to defire their early attendance^ 
und he therefore trufted^ ' that their Lordfliips would b^ 
pundual. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, May i6. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas put off the Committee on tbe Bill for 
}>ui)ding Penitentiary Houfes to Tuefday the aoth of May. 

Mr. Windham moved, That the Secret Committee mighF 
iit notwithftanding the fitting of the Houfe^ and that they 
(hould report from time to time. Ordered. 

REPORT FROM THE SECRET C»MMITTEE. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Report* from 
the Secret. Committee, appointed to examme the rapers be- 
longing to different Societies, and to report dicir opinion 
thereon to the Houfe. 

[The Report was read by the Clerk at the Table, and con- 
tained the hidory of the proceedings of the Society for Con^ 
ftitutional Information and of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, and their Communications with other Societies in the 
country, in Scotland, Ireland, and France, from the year 
1 79 1 to the prefent time.] 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that the Committee of 
Secrecy had formed their opinion on the papers fubmitted to 
their examination with the greateft expedition, and their Re- 
port ftated io fully and particularly thofe circumftances, which 
in the judgment of the Committee required the immediate at- 
tention of Parliament, that he felt it hardly neceffary for him 
to do more than fliortly to recapitulate the difierent objects to 
which that Report applied, and the various particulars which 
eame under their confideration. Gentlemen would perceive 
that that Report, fo expeditioufly laid before the Houfe, con- 
tained a general view ot the tranfafiions referred to the Com* 
piittee^ without waiting for a more minute inveftigation, and 

* For a copy of the Report^ fee the Appendix to this volume. 
Vol.. m. 3 0^ waa 
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was fliortly this : That it appeared to them that a plan had 
been digclled and adcd upon ; and at that moment was in 
forwardnefs towards its execution ; the objeft of which was 
nothing lefs than to nlFvimble a pretended Convention of the 
people, for the purpofes of afluming to itfelf the character of 
a gcnernrl rcprefcntation of the nation* j fuperfeding, in the 
firlt place, the reprefentative capacity of that Houfe, andar* 
Togating, in the next place, the Icgiflative power of the coun- 
try at large. It would be for the Houfe to confider whether 
tbe circumftances contained in the Report imprelFed their 
minds with tlie fame conviftion with which they had impreffed 
the minds of the Committee. If they did, he could not have 
a doubt but that they would lead to the fame practical con- 
clu^on, namely,, tiiat if* fuch defigns exiftcd, if fuch defigns 
had been a£led upon and were in* forwardnefs, that there was 
not ^ne moment to be loft in arming the executive power 
with thofe additional means, which might be fuflicient effec- 
tually to ftop the further progrefs of fuch a plan, and to prc- 
*vcnt its being carried into final execution. 
. It was chiefly neceflary for the Houfe, in confidering the 
Report, to recollcdl, that a great part of it was merely intro- 
duftory ; and that, though it ftated tranfaftions of a date long 
antecedent to the period in wluch the acts of the Societies im- 
, plicated had affumcd the ferious afpeft of pradkal trcafon, 
and though they were of notorious publicity, it was neverthc- 
lefs necefiary to bring them forward again to obfervation, to 
give a clue to unravel the complicated circumftances or the 
plan, and, by comparifon and combination c^f them with the 
fubfequent proceedings of the individuals concerned to Ihcw, 
that from the beginning their views were the fame, ana that 
the pretext of Reform, under which they maflced their p\:y^^Scy 
was far from being the true objeft of their intention{>. The 
H-^ufe would al(o carry along with them, that the Committee, 
having been ftintfd in poiat of time, had not been able to 
•dl^' :i methoilically. or p^int out diftin£tly, the various mi- 
iiutv' ;/jr;s that formed the great and momentous bufmefs 
before them ; in order to give the Houfe, however, as foOn as 
pc.iibic, polivlnon of f'> much of it as might fcrve to point 
out the daily and increanng approximation of danger, tlie 
Committee, in examining ^nd making up the Report, had 
kept in view the great obj.'dl, the leading defign of the plan : 
For it was not to be imagi;Kti, that the diftance of the trant- 
aftiotis in point of time, and the faft of their being prcvioufly 
iuov.n, made them the lefs material as comments on thofe 
parts of their condud wlilch were difcovcrcd in their full 
maLurity, 

/ It 
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It would appear from the Report, that the papers found, 
as far as related to chat part of the confpiracy which immedi- 
ately implicated the Concfponding Society, and that forCon- 
ititutionai Information, contained two years correfpondence 
•with various other Societies in this and a neighbouring coun- 
try ; and from thefe, coupled with their fubfequent and more 
recent proceedings, it was evident that thofe Societies which 
would be found to be now fetting on foot. a Convention, had 
had fuch a meafure in contemplation from the very outfet ; 
that it was conceived fo long ago as two years back, was openly 
avowed in their correfpondence, but kept in referve to be re- 
duced to pra£tice as foon as a (bafonabk occaGon fhould ofibr. 
This wliole fyftem of infurreftion would appear from the 
papers found with them, to be laid in the moderh dodrine of 
the Rights of Man ; that monftrous do£brine, under which 
the weak and ignorant, who are moft fufceptible of impref- 
iion from fuch barren abftrad pofitions, were attempted to be 
feduccd to overturn government, law, property, fecurity, re- 
ligion, order, and every thing valuable in this country, as 
men afting upon the fame ideas had already overturned and 
deftroyed every thing in France, and dillurbed the peace and 
endangered the fafety, if not the exiftence, of every nation in 
Europe. However Gentlemen might ground arguments 
againft the cautionary meafures taken to prevent the evil 
cffefts of that pernicious dodrine, on the contemptible fitua- 
tion of the authors, and the abfurdity of the principles of thofc 
books in which it was inculcated, yet, allowing the one to be 
in the extreme as contemptible as the others were abfurd, it 
was no light or trivial circumllance, when, deduced from it, 
alarming principles were promulgated and eagerly adopted by 
large bodies; and when the proceedings of all thofe Jacobin 
focieties would appear ►(as the papers before the Houfe fully 
demonftrated) to be only comments on that text: A text for 
the inculcation of which thofe focieties were the difciples here, 
as their correfponding French brethren were the inftruments 
for difTeminating it in France, and extending it by carnage 
and flaughter to all other parts of Europe. 

It would appear, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
that prior to the enormities committed in France, a corre- 
ipojidcnce had been carried on between thofe Societif s and the 
Jacobin Club ifi Paris*, >and that delegates were fent from them 
to the NationaJ Convention, and received formally by that 
AiTembly ; and that at the very moment when the Jacobin 
fa£lion which ufurped the government of that country had 
commenced hoftilities againft Great Britain, thofe Societies 
ililli as far as they could; had purfued the fame condu£^, ex- 

3 Qj& prefTed 
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fcefled the (ame attachment to their caufe, adopted their ^^ 
pellations £onn$ of proceeding and language, and, m ihor^ 
bad formed a fettled deiign to difleniinate the fame principIcSs 
and Cow the fame feeds of niin, in their own comntry. It 
would be founds not onlT that the moft efie£lual plans wfaidk 
cunning could devife had been bid to carry this defign into 
praAice, but in the Report would be feen a ftatement of the 
Catalogue of ManufaAuring Towns marked out, as the moft 
likely (from the vaft concourfe of ignorant and profligate men 
who necefiarily colIe£t in fuch places) to adopt their plans» 
and Correfponding Societies eftabliihed there, to keep up the 
chain of feditious intercourfe, and promulgate and give it uni« 
verfal circulation. Gentlemen would find in that Caitalogue a 
well-cbbfen fele£kion of the places where thofe people dwell^ 
who muft be naturally fuppofed moft readv to nfe at the call 
of infuneAion, who were moft likely to oe blinded by their 
artifices, and prejudiced by profeflions, whofe underftandinga 
were moft fuojeft to be mifled by their do£lrines, amd ren- 
dered fubfenrient to their views, and whom fraudf ol perfua- 
Con, pronenefs to difcontent, and the vifionary and fallacious 
hope of mending thetr condition by any alteration of It what- 
ever, would be moft likely to congregate into an enormoui 
torrent of infurre&ion, which would tweep away all the bais- 
riers of government, law, and religion, arid leave our coun- 
try a naked wafte for ttfiirped authority to range in, uncon- 
trouled and unrefifted. 

In confidering thh fubjed, the Houfe could not but re- 
mark the extraordinary manner in which thofe Societies lud 
varied their plans of operation ; fometimes afline In undif- 
guifed audacious hoftility, fometimes putting on the maik of 
attachment to the ftatc and country -, one day openly avow- 
ing their intentions, as if purpofely to provoke the hand of 
juftice, the next putting on the ma(k of reform, and afie£ii^g 
the utmoft zeal for the prefervation of the conftltution. In 
their letter to the Society at Norwich, wbiild be feen a plain 
avowal of their obje£t, an apohgyfor detgning to apply to Parlia» 
ment \ and a candid, fincere confeilion, tluit, not to the Par- 
liament, not to the Executive Power were they to look for 
redrefs, but to the Convention which they propofed to ereA, 
and to themfelvcs : Afterwards they recommended perfcvcrin^ 
in petitioning for Reform to be ufed as a ma(k to their de- 
figns, which they were to throw off when time fcrved, and ^ 
period propitious to their views ihould arrive. Happily for 
this country, and for the whole world, they had prcmaturelt 
thought that period at hand, and thrown off the maik juft 
when the bulk of the nation unanimoufly were ul^ting with. 

Govern* 



May t€.] WOODPALL*$ PAItLIAMENTAJir MPOHTS. 4^^ 

Government in vigilance and care for its prote£lion> iviA in 
the refolution to oppofe their efforts. 

By a due attention to the correfpondcnce of that Society, ' 
the rloufe would find, in their communication with the Bri- 
tifli Conrention at Edinburgh, which ftill retained feme flimlj 
remnant of that difguifc, fome remains of that hypocrify af- 
fumed to hide thofe defigns which,, though not publicly de- 
clared, too obvioufly appeared — that they ftyled this Conven- 
tion die Reprefentatives of the People, clothed in all the 
right to reform, and fent delegates to it 5 and, when fome of 
the moft mlfchievous and adive of its members fell under fen- 
fence of the law, that they boldly afferted their innocence, 
nay their merits, direftly in the teeth of that law, paid every 
tribute of enthufiaftic applaufe to the perfons convifted by the 
vcrdia of juries legally conftituted, and of refpedi to the 
Convention, pronouncing them objefts of panegyric and 
envy. In conformity to their prior declarations, and to the 
plans of infurreftion laid by them, they made the legal con-' 
demnation of thofe guilty perfons the fignal, as they ftyled it, 
of coming to tffue on the point, '* Whether the law fhould 
frighten them into compliance, or they oppofe it with its own 
weapons, to wit, force and power ?" That is to fay diftindlly, 
•* Whether they fhouid yield obedience to the laws of their 
country, or oppofe them by infurreftion ?" That was avowed 
in as plain and marked language as man could poflibly con- 
ceive. He thought that that cafe, fo circumftanced, and (iip- 
ported by fuch a variety of coincident matter, was as ftrong a 
cafe as the mind of man could well imagine ; yet, fingular 
though it might appear, all this was but introduftory to fafts 
of a ftill ftronger nature which were to follow. He fhould 
call the attention of the Houfe to the hiftory of a Society 
which, defpicable and co;itemptible though the perfons who 
compofed it were, as to talents, education, and influence, 
yet when looked at with cautious attention, and compared, 
with the objefts they had in view, and the motives on which 
they afted (namely, that great moving principle of all Jaco- 
binifm, the love of plunder, devaftation, and robbery, which 
now bore the ufurped name of liberty, and that fyftem of but- 
chery and carnage "virhich had been made the ififtrument of 
enforcing thofe principles), would appear to be formidable in 
exa£t proportion to the meanngfs and contemptibility of their 
charafters. Of that focicty the chara£teriftic was, that, 
being compofed of the lower orders of people, it had within it 
the means of unbounded extenfion, and concealed in itfelf the 
feeds of rapid increafe. It had rii^n already to rto lefs than 
thirty divifions in London, fome of thofe containing as many 

ai 
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MS fix hundred perfons, and was conne£led by a fyftematical 
chain of corrcfpondcncc with other Societies fcattered through 
all the manufafiurtn? towns where the feeds of thofe prin- 
ciples were laid, which artful and dangerous people might beft 
convert to their own purpofes. It would appear in proof, 
that that Society had rifen to an enormous height of boldnefs, 
and ereded in itfelfi in exprefs terms, a power to watch over 
the progrcfs of Parliament, to fcan its proceedings, and prc- 
fcribe limits for its alliens i beyond which if it prefumcd to 
advance, that auguft Society was to IfTue its mandate, not only 
to controvert that ad, but to put an end to the exiftencc of 
Parliament itfelf ; fo that if the Parliament (hould think it ne- 
ceflary to oppofe^by any aft of penal coercion, the ruin of the 
conflitution, that would be the war-whoop for infurrcAion ; 
the means of our defence would become the (ignal for attack, 
and the Parliament be made the inftrument of its own anni- 
hilation. Such language as this coming from people appa* 
rentjy fo .contemptible m talents, fo mean in their defcriptiont 
and fo circumfcribcd in their power, would, abftraftedly con- 
fidered, be fuppofed to deferve compaflion, as the wildcft 
workings of infanity; but the refcarchcs of the Committee 
would tend to prove, that it had been the refult of deep defign, 
matured, moulded into fliape, and fit for mifchievous effect 
^hcn opportunity (hould ofFer. 

About fix weeks fince there had arifen a new sera in this 
hidory of infurrcftion, in which the Houfe might contemplate 
thofe great machines of Jacobinifm, the Societies alluded to in 
the Report. At that period the Correfponding Society had 
laid, in due form, before the Society for Conftitutional In- 
formation, a deliberate and deep-concerted plan for a£^ually 
aflembling a Convention for all England 5 not to be the Rc- 
prefentativcs of thefe particular bodies for the accomplifli- 
mcnt of particular legal purpofes, but to be the Reprefentativcs 
of the whole bpdy of the people of England, and evidently 
to exercife legiflative and judicial capacities, to overturn the 
eftabliflied fyftem of Government, and wfeft from the Parlia- 
ment that power which the people and the conflitution had 
lodged in their hands. Within a few weeks the plan was 
fixed upon to be carried into execution ; and in their Circular 
Letter they precifely and emphatically dated, that m time was 
to be loji s and left, by any poffibility, their ruinous intentions 
fliould be mifunderftood, the letter was addrefied equally to 
all parts of the ifland, and circulated witK a ihare of vigour^ 
cunning, and addrefs truly aftonifhing. It contained alfo a 
declaration, that a central fpot was fixed upon, which they 
would not venture to name till they had afiurances of the fidelity 

of 
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of thofe to whom they were to difclofe it; which central fpot 
they chofe, as they them fe Ives aflerted, for the purpofe of 
having with greater facility the delegates of the whole ifland 
prefent when they aflembled ; and they particularly defired 
each feparate Society to fend an cxzH account of the number 
of its members, friends, and adherents, in order to efti- 
matc their. force. Of this they informed the Society for Con--' 
ftitutional Information,' in a Letter, accompanied with a fet of 
Refolutions. 

It might be objefted, that men of the defcription which .he 
Jiad Hated, could not be expe6bed to aft fo confiftently, and 
under fuch well-managed difguife; but when, on infpeftion, 
it appeared that their plans had been carried on with a degree 
of cunning and Management that greater men in worthier 
caufes had failed in manifefling, that objeftion could have no 
weight when oppofed to evidence thus incontrovertible. Who * 
was there that knew what Jacobins and Jacobin principles 
were, but muil fee, in the pretence^ of Reform in Parliament 
held out by thefe Societies, the arrogant claims of the fame 
clafs of men as thofe who lorded it in France, to trample upon 
the rich, and crufh every defcription .of men, women, and 
children 5 the dark defigns of a few, making ufc of the name 
the People to govern all j a plan founded in the arrogance of 
wretches, the outcafts of fociyety, tending to enrich themfclves 
by depriving of property, and of life, all thofe who were dif- 
tinguiflied cither for perfonal worth or for opulence ? a plan 
which had been long felt by the unfortunate people of France 
in all its agj^ravated horrors, and which, he feared, would 
long, very long, continue to be felt by that ill-fated country. 

From the period he had mentioned they had adled upon 
that horrible plan; and fubfequentlyx(on the 14th of April) 
the Houfe would find a meeting of the Society ; their pro- 
ceedings in which meeting carried with them no faint illuftra- 
tion of what they might be expeded to do in the full majefty 
of power. There would be found Refolutions arraigning 
every branch of the Government, threatening the S^ivereign, 
infuliing the Houfe of Peers, and accufing the Commons of 
inluihciency; there would be found notice taken of the mea- 
fures of Parliament, which had been previoufly made the 
fignals for an infurre£lion of. the people, and declarations that 
certain meafurcs, if adopted, whether with or without the 
confent of Parliament, fhould be refcinded, under their doc- 
trine, Salus populi- fuprpna lexy and that the conftitution had 
been utterly dellroyed. Coiild there be a more explicit avowdl 
of their views ? All the materials from whence proof of thefe 
.;illcgations was drawn, relied on their own authentic records, 

an^d 
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•nd on the ezprefs and unequiTocal avowal of their own dc« 
Kberate arts in their meditated fyftem of infarredion. TJbt» 
was the eflence of the fubje£t ; but if the Uoufe were of opt* 
nton, that this fo deeply affected the fafetyand exiftence of 
Pariiament itfelf, and tlruck at the root of Government and 
Ac conftitutioni as to demand interference, there were, in ad* 
dition, other things which muft eontribute not a little to in* 
creafe the impatience of the Houfe to baffle the views of 
thofe confpirators> and flop the. final execution of their 
projefts. 

For his part, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, fucb 
was his opinion of the Britifli conftitution, that, even fup- 
pofing the Executive Government had been guilty of every 
negle£l of their duty in watching over its fafety, and Parlia- 
ment had been fupine under thofe manifeftations of feditioit, 
he conceived its enemies muft neverthelefs have failed of fuc- 
cefs; but however perfuaded he might be of this fafi, it was 
fiill right to prevent, by timely interference, the fmall mifery 
which a ftiort ttruggie might neceflarily produce, and to favc 
the nation at large from the reproach, that they had fcen fudi 
9t&Sj and heard fuch avowals, without having adopted proper 
fteps to check their execution, and puniih thofe who were fa 
wicked as to dcvife them. There were ftated in the clofe of 
the Report, on grounds not light or trivial, though not mi- 
nutely entered into in the Report till fuller inveftigatbn hj 
the Committee, allegations that arms bad been adualiy procured 
and di/Iributed bf tbefe Societies^ and were in tfie hands of thofe 
very people wnom they had been ftriving to corrupt } and 
that even now, inftead of breaking up this formidable league, 
and difbanding and difperfing this Jacobin army, tbey had 
ihewn themfelves immoveably bent on the purfuit 'of tlieir 
purpofe, and difplayed preparations of defiance and refiftance 
to the meafures of Government. 

It remained for the Houfe to confider what was to be done ^ 
and in confidering that, they would not refer to the quality o£ 
the perfons, but to the nature and magnitude of the objefbs 
they had in view. It would be found, when the canfes and 
proceedings were taken into contemplation, thjit fo formids^le 
a confpiracy had never exifted. The ifiquiry was yet far front 
complete, and unfit for final decifion, the documents being 
very voluminous; but the Committee had deemed it their duty 
to (Iiew the Houfe that inftant precaution was necefiary, and 
had therefore, though unable to tinifli the important refearchj^ 
laid before the Houfe what they had yet done, which he hoped 
would be thought Jufficient grounds for adopting the meafure 
be intended to propofe. It bad been ufu^l, in tlnje of danger^ 

to 
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to cn^6t a temporary fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus law* 
As that great and eflential benefit to the fubjeA had been fug- 
gefted and provided for the prefervatton of the conftitution 
on the one hand, fo on the other it could net exift if the con«>^ 
ftitution was gone. The temporary facrifice of that law 
might be on certain occafions as neceflary to the fupport of the 
conftitution, as the maintenance of its principles was at all 
others* It had been fufpended at a time when the conftitu- 
tion and liberty of the country were moft peculiarly guarded 
and refpe£ted ; and fuch a fufpenfion was more particularly 
called for at this crifis, when attempts were made to difleminate 
through the realm, principles and means of a£lton that might 
endanger that conftitution tor the prefervation of which that law 
had been made,and which might produce muchmore lamentable 
efie£ls, and at laft require a remedy greater in extent and 
more dreadful than the one now propofed. This was not his 
opinion alone, but the fentiments of all thofe refpe£lable 
Gentlemen of the Committee who had inveftigated the mat«» 
ter. iie (hould therefore move for leave to bring in *^ A Bill 
*^ ' to empower his Majefty to fecure and detain all fuch perfons 
^ as (hould be fufpeAed of confpiracy againft his Crown and 
'« the Government, &c/* 

Mr, F§x rofe, and obferved that, however unpleafant it was 
for him to attend that dafy in the Houfe, on account of indif* 
pofition, he had thought it his duty to do fo, on being told that 
the Report of the Committee of Secrecy was to be made i for 
in the courfe of that Report he had expelled to have heard 
ibmething new, and fomething that might call for the im^ 
mediate attention of the Houfe. He had liftened, with all the 
attention he was mafter of, to the Report ; and he muft con- 
fefs he never was more furprifed in his life, than that thofe 
who formed the Report, men of fuch talents and charaAer, 
fliould have thought it neceffary to recommend fo fudd^n, fo 
violent, fo alarming, a remedy as that which had been propofed; 
a propofal grounded upon fads that had been, all of them, 
notorious for years. He was aware there was fome part of it 
vfhkh dated to be fomething new \ but of that he ihould fay 
fomething prefently. He was furprifed, however, that the Com- 
mittee fliould call the attention of the Houfe fo folemnly for 
th^ purpofe of telling them that two years ago a Society had 
come to certain refolutioqs, which were publifhedan every 
newfpaper in the kingdom ; to tell the Houfe in a pompous, 
public^ formal manner, what had been prefented to the 
National Convention of France> and what anfwers had been 

!|iven ;, to inform the Houfe in detail whatAdminiftration had 
ieen pafliag before them day after day, and then to call on the 
VoL.UI. 3R ' Houfe 
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Houfe for its immediate confidcration of the probable e(Fe€t of 
fuch events, and of the neceility of putting an end, b^ the 
moil violent of all means, to what had fo long been fuffcred 
to pafs in filence. The Report however was not a mere re- 
port of thefe dale, ridiculous, contemptible fads ; it ftatcd 
alfo an inference artfing out of them. He could not arrive 
fo readily as the miniller at a conclufion upon thefe points, 
taking thiem all to be cxz€tly as they were related. He begged 
leave to differ from him and from the whole of the Committee 
upon that fubje£l : He thought the inference of the Com* 
mittee unfair: He would go further ^ he thought that taking, 
for the fake of argument, the inference to be ^ir, that \rould 
not warrant the meafure propofed. He (hould not go into 
the queftion whether thefe perfons had aAed confidently or 
not; that was not matter for confidcration then : Through the 
whole courfe of the bufinefs they had wiihed for a Convention, 
for the purpofe of legally obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 
The Convention at Edinburgh had been taken notice of ; that 
Convention, in all its proceedings publifiied in the newfpapers, 
had uniformly ftatcd their views to be not to oppofe the power 
of Government, but to feek redrefs of grievances. With re- 
gard to Conventions of this fort, was the minifter prepared to 
fay they were feditious? He did not know that the prcfent mi- 
nifter was a member of any former Convention, but he himfelf 
certainly was a Member of one in the year 1780; they were 
chofen as delegates, and had feveral meetings in London and 
Weftminfter afterwards : And if that was illegal, all he could 
fay was, that they carried on their proceedings with great im- 
prudence, for they went on in the moft public manner, and 
held correfpondence publicly with Societies in Yorkfliire and 
other places ; they prefented the refult of their labours to the 
Houfe i the Houfe refufed to recognife them in fuch a cha- 
ra&er as delegates, but faid that they had a right to petition 
as individuals, and therefore received their petition. He men- 
tioned this merely to fliew that fuch a Convention was legal ; 
never till lately had fuch a meafure been thought either againft 
the letter or the fpirit of the conftitution. If it had been il- 
legal, the minifter had been fcandaloufly negligent, and fo had 
many others. A fcandalous negligence muft have attended 
the obtaining a free conftitution for Ireland. A fcandaloua 
negKj^ence alone could have fufFered the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland to obtain what was lately granted to them, for it was * 
by a Convention they obtained their late privileges. His 
^lajcfty had received them in the capacity of delegates, and 
granted their requcft. Happy was it for them, and happy for 
A grcaf part of the rfft of the world, that fuch an event bad 

happened. 
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happened. His Majefty had received them with that benig- 
nity which belonged to his cha; after; but would it be con- 
tended, that the Roman Catholics would have gained this ob- 
jetSl, if it had not been for a Convention ? He indeed well 
knew what cxtraqrdinary things were attempted by thofe who 
ivere fupported by great numbers. Let Gentlemen look to 
the rejeftion of the Roman Catholic petition : In the firft 
fipplication of the Roman Catholics to Parliament there were 
only about five' and twenty In its favour, but how difFerently 
vcre they received the next year, when they were fo fupported, 
and when they appointed a Convention of delegates r After 
that, would any man fay that he had a doubt^of the means by 
■which this had been efFcdied ? But w^LCn he made thi$ remarkf 
•was he confequently faying that the propofed Convention in 
the prefent cafe would be meritorious? No fuch thing; he 
was giving no opinipn upon that fubjefl: ; he only faid that 
it would be dangerous for that Houfe to declare its illegality. 
There was not any other charge againft thefc perfons, than 
that they might of their own authority make an attempt to 
alter the form of Parliament ; now he alked if any Gentle- 
man was prepared to fay, that that very Convention would 
not apply to Parliament for a Parliamentary Reform ? 

With refpeft to the number of thefe perfons, he really be- 
lieved that it was not very confiderable ; that they had in- 
creafed fmce their firft formation, he had no doubt 5 for it 
would be ftrange, if the meafures of Adminiftration had oc-^ 
cafioned no diflatisfaftion in the country ; it would be won- 
derfiil in our hiftory indeed, if a war of two years, carried 
on upon fuch principles, and attended with fuch difaftrous 
circumftances, had not excited a fpirit of difcontent and re- 
fentment againft the authors of thofe calamities. He would 
• go further, for he would not be intimidated ; many internal 
circumftances, many things had taken place, to which he 
Ihouid never fubfcribe; the puniftiments lately infii6ted in 
5>cotland were of the fame nature ; he did not agree with 
any of thefe things ; on the contrary, he agreed with thofe 
who thought thefe proceedings an abufc of the power of Go- 
vernment, an abufe of law, an abufe of juftice, an outrage to 
humanity, and likely to tend to alarm every man in England 
who had the leaft cfteem for the principles of liberty j fince, 
if thefe proceedings fhould become general, there was an end 
of all liberty. 

With regard to the nature of the Convention which had 
been fo much talked of, Mr. Fox faid, he muft make one 
obfervation : If the minifter meant fuch a one as he ftated, or 
as he pretended to mean, it was perfedlly ridiculous; the 
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Idea of thefe pcrfons afluming the authority of goYcmiDcne« 
was fo contemptible and ridiculous, that Bedlam was the only 
receptacle that was fit for them : To pretend alarm therefor^e 
on that account muft be grofs afie&ation. Suppofe loo of 
thefe perfons were to iflue the orders of a Goyernmcnt, wmjR 
there loo in the kingdom that would obey them? But h^ 
would fuppofe this Convenuon aflembled by Mr. Hardy and 
Mr. Adams, and that they had the views aicribed to them s 
he would then fay that the meafure now propofed was an eril 
infinitely greater than that which it propofed to remedy. Was 
the Houfe aware of the extent of that meafure ? Let thcai 
recoiled it was no lefs than giring to the executive aythority 
abfolute power over the perfonal liberty of every individual 
in the kingdom. It might be faid that minifters would not 
abufe that power ; he muft own for his part that he did not 
feel himfelf very comfortable under that refle^^ionj every 
man who talked freely, every man who dctefted, as he did, 
from his heart, this war, might be. and would be, in the 
hands and at the mercy of minifters. Living under fuch a 
Government, and being fubjefb to infurredicn, comparing 
the two evils, he confefled, he thought the evil we were pre* 
tending to remedy, was lefs than the one they were going to 
infli£t by the remedy itfelf. We were going to give up the 
very heft part of our conftitution \ and that which every man. 
was entitled to do, and which he was now doing, delivering 
the fentiments of his heart upon the affairs of Government 
for the benefit of the Public, would be at an end at once« 
Might he not then fay there was an end of the conftitution oC 
England I 

But was there any inftance, on fuch an occafion, of fuch 
a meafure ? Such a meafure had been adopted in the reign ot 
King William. Was that fimilar to the prefent reign ? The 
fame meafure had been adopted in the time of the rebellions 
in 1715 and 1745. Were the circumftances then fimilar to 
the prefent? At that time there was an army in the kingdom 
in favour of a Popiih Prince, claiming a right to the Throne | 
and that too, if we were to credit report, at a time when the 
people were a great deal divided in opinion as to the pro* 
priety of the fucccffion of the Houfe of Hanover. Was there 
any luch Prince pow i were there any fuch circumftances 
now ? Nothing like it : Here we faw a number of individuals 
without arms, without means of any kind whatever, talking 
of a Reform in Parliament. Such being the circumftances, 
he muft fay, that Houfe would betray its duty to the conftitu* 
tion, if it (hould agree to the prefent meafure. Having faid 
thus much, he had but one tmng more to fubmit. If the 

bufiuefs 
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bafinefs was to be proceeded in> there ought to be a Call of the 
Houfe upon it, that every Member ihould render himfelf* in 
fome degree reiponfible for it by his vote ; the danger, fup«> 
poling any to exift) which he did not believe, was nothing 
when put into comparifon with the mighty facrifice propofed 
by that meafure. He faw this meafure in fo dreadful a point 
of view, that he {hould confider himfelf as having betrayed 
his conftituents and the Public, if he did not oppoie and take 
the fenfe of the Houfe upon it even in the fir It inilance ; for 
in his opinion they by this Bill would furrender the perfonal 
freedom of every man in the kingdom to the will and caprice 
of the miniiler. 

Mr. M. Robin/on condemned the meafure as unfounded and 
impolitic, and thought that minifters were carrying things too 
far. One Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham), whofe 
conduct in that Houfe had entitled him to refped in general^ 
he could not but obferve had gone fo far as to fay, that the 
laws of this country ihould be brought to the ftandard of the 
Scotch laws, a pofition which every honeft and independent 
man, who retained the flighted regard for the freedom or hap* 
pinefs of his country, muft highly reprobate. 

Mr. Martin pro/efTed himlelf diflfatisfied with the Report, 
when compared with the mighty facrifice propofed. He was 
attached to the conftitution, and thought that any perfon who 
attempted to deftroy it ought to be puniflied ; but he could not 
confent to the entire furrender of the liberty of every man in 
the kingdom upon fo trifling an excufe. 

Mr. Lambton faid, that if he faw any thing like infurredion, 
or any ferious danger, he (hould readily concur in the meafure 
propofed, and Confent to furrender the conftitution for a fliort 
time, for the fake of its future fecurity -, but he could not 
fee any fuch grounds from the Report laid before the Houfei 
which was nothing more than a repetition of what had been 
introduced more than once in the fpeeches of a Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke), and which then, when his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Sheridan) moved for a Committee, to inquire 
into the grounds and foundation of the alarm occaConed by 
thefe and other fuch papers, the Houfe thought it a mption of 
fo ufelefs a nature, that they rejeded it. Tet now, upon 
thofe very grounds which were deemed infufiicient to juiiify 
inquiry, was founded a reafon for a temporary fufpenfion of 
our beft rights and privileges. 

Mr* Harrifon faid that he agreed in the opinions of his Hon, 

Friend on tm fame fide of the Houfe, and faw nothing in the 

Jleport that juftlfied fo extraordinary a meafure as the fufpen* 

(iop of the Habeas Corpus fiiXy which every well-wi&er to his 

countqf 
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country muft conCdcr as the palladium of Britifli liberty. If^ 
however, leave were give n to bring in the Bill moved for, there 
were two claufes which he thoujjht it would be abfolutely ne* 
ccflary to move j the one was, that while the fufpcnfion of tlic 
Habeas Corpus Ad continued, the Houfe fhould continue to 
fit ; and the other, that an account (hould be rendered by the 
Executive Government, to that Houfe, of all perfons appre- 
hended and confined under this Bill, becaufe it would give to 
the minifters the power of throwing in jail, and detaining any 
perfon whom they might incline to diftrefs ; and that upon any 
tuppofed reafon or pretext, that they chofe to alledge, or make 
ufc of. With regard to the Report, it certainly contained 
nothing but what had been pubFicly known long before, except 
one point which the Right Hon. Gentleman had ftatcd ; he 
meant the idea that thofe people who were to form the Conven- 
tion had been providing arms, and were nearly ready to ufe 
them to enforce illegal purpofes. If this had been really the 
cafe, of which, however, no proof were offered, it was of 
itfelf an overt aft of treafon; and furely there were txifting 
laws in the country to find a fuitable puniftment for fuch an 
heinous offence. For thefc reafons, and from every confi« 
deration which he had time to examine of the fubjeft, and of 
the Report, he was clearly of opinion, that he would be doing 
an iniuftice to himfdf, and deviating from his duty as a 
Member of Parliament, and his duty to his conftituents, were 
he to fuffer fo great an infringement on the liberties of the 
fubjefl, upon fuch frivolous pretences, to pafs unnoticed; he 
would therefore give his decided negative to the motion, un- 
lefs fomething very different from what he had yet heard could 
be brought forward. 

Mr, Burdon thought there was not fufficient ground to dif- 
ipprove of the prefent meafurc in the firft inflance. The 
Report he conceived fufRcient to induce him to concur in the 
meafurc, not doubting, but as the Committee, to whom thofe 
papers had been referred, were very refpcftable, that, previ- 
ous to the Bill's paffing, they fliould have every neccffary in- 
formation on the fubjcd^. 

Mr. Grey declared, that it was impoffible for him to give a 
Blent vote upon fo important a queftion; and ihouj^h it was 
not his intention to go into it at much length, particularly nfter 
the able manner in which it had been treated by his Right 
Hon. Friend, ftill when a queftion came to be agitated, that 
fended to deliver over the perfonal liberty, the property, and 
perhaps the lives, of the fubjeft, to the power and will of the 
Executive Government, it became every man's duty in that 
Houfe to refift fuch a meafure, efpecially when thofe who 

brought 
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brought it forward had advanced no proof of any fort tha^ 
could make it appear a meafure of neceflltyi policy, or expe- 
diency. He certainly could not agree with the Hon. Gentle- 
man who fpoke laft, that this was, as a firft ftepy to be jufti- 
fied or fupported ; and he might fairly argue, from the Hon* 
Gentleman's own words, that the Report, that notable com*^ 
pilation, which had been juft read, was fo incomplete, andfo 
little fatisfa£tory, as not to juftify any proceeding upon it, far 
lefs fuch a Bill as had been then moved for. 

It was not his wilh, Mr. Grey faid, to enter at large upo» 
the queiUon before the Houfe ; there would certainly be other 
ftages of the Bill on which he and others, who were not then 
prefent, might find it neceiTary to go into a much fuller and 
more particular difcufiion. It was therefore his intention, as 
foon as the ptefent queftion was difpofed of, to move that the 
Houfe fhould be called over, that thofe who knew nothing of 
what was to happen |that day, might have an opportunity of 
attending in their places, and giving their votes $ the only way 
of {hewing their attention to their conflituents and the People 
of England, upon a queilion the moft important, and the moft 
alarming, that could be agitated in that Houfe, and where their 
bcft and deareft interefts were fo much at flake. Another thing 
which he meant to propofe was, that the Report {hould be 
printed; and to neither of thefe did he think that any well- 
grounded objedlion could be offered. With regard to the 
Report itfelf, he felt as much aflonifhment as his Hon. 
Friends, when he confidered for a moment its contents, and* 
had never been more furprifed in his life-time, than by the 
proceedings of the prefent day. It had not been till late the 
preceding night, that he heard by accident that a Report from 
the Committee of Secrecy was to be made that day. It was his 
intention to have left town that morning, to attend a bufinef* 
which he felt to be of very great importance ; but when be 
found that a queilion of the magnitude and importance which 
this was, in which were involved the perfonal liberties of the ' 
fubjeft, and the moft valuable rightb of the people Of E ig- 
land, was to be agitated, he was compv::lled by his duty to his 
conilitucnts, and as a Member of Parliament, to attend in his 
place at a time when nothing but fuch a fenfe of duty cculd 
have induced him to abfent himlolf from another place, where 
he had the moft earneft wifli to be prefent. He was furprifed 
that a meafure of any fort could be founded on thofe trumpery 
papers alluded to in the Report, almoft all of which had been 
publifhed above a year ago ; and, if worthy of notice, ought 
t© have been attended to laft year, when at a meeting of Par- 
liament 
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Ibment there feemed to fome Gentlemen to be fo nrach craule 
for alarm. 

Mr. Grey concluded with dating, as' he had done laft 
year, that it was obfenrable in that Houfe, that thofe vfrh.0 
were mod Yiolent in their declamations againft the proceedings 
o£ France, were the moft fervile in their imitation of thole 
proceedines ; and nothing, in his mind, could be a ftronger 
proof of this, than the whole condu£l of minifters for the laft 
two years. 

Mr. fyiglfythonght there were ample and fufficient grounds 
ftated in the Report, and in the Mefiage from the Throne, to 
convince the Houfe of the propriety of bringing in fuch a Bill 
as that moTcd for, and faid ne mould therefore give his fupport 
to the motion. 

Mr* JehyU rofe to reply to the Learned Gentleman who had 
juft fat down, and ezprefled his aftonifliment that the Report 
which had juft been read, contained nothing,' in faft or in 
fubftance, that had not been publiflied long ago, and ought to 
have been noticed at the time, if worthy of notice now ; and 
if there was any reafon that could be given for refifting his 
Hon. Friend's wlih that it might be printed, it muft be that 
all its contents had been printed and publifiied already. His 
furprifc was confiddrably incrcafed, when he knew the refpefl* 
able and Hon. Gentlemen who compofed the G>mmittee, and 
from whom fome Report of a very different nature might have 
been expected ; but it feemed they had proceeded more \xpon 
an idea of panic and alarm than on any odier. There were 
fome of them, indeed, who had been originally alarmifts ; but 
it looked as if the friends of thofe who had not taken the 
alarm in a natural way, were determined that they (bouid have 
the malady, and had taken effe£lual care to have them inocu- 
lated With the tnfe£lion communicable by the company thev 
had kept. When the Houfe attended to the moufe whicu 
this mountain had produced, he believed there was not a man 
in it who would not fay with' him, that the minifter had 
brought forward one of the moft violent, deftru£Uve, and 
daring meafures that he could have ventured to fuggeft, 
upon grounds the moft miferable, fltmiV, and ridiculous that 
ever were heard of. .Mr. Jekyll juftihed every part of his 
own condud Gnce the commencement of the difturbancei in 
France, and the origin of the alarms in this country, and 
referred to the words of a Noble Friend of his (Earl Wycomb) 
on a former night \ who had emphatically faid, if there was 
guilt, it ought to bepunifhed; if there was imprudence, it 
ought to be ezpofed; but, at the fame time, improper infinu* 

ationt 
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i; at ions ought to be avoided, mifreprefentations prevented, and 
calumnies refuted. As to the effe^l of that night's proceed- 
j ing, and the abfurdity of the grounds upon which It origin- 

: ated, he would only fay> that if the mlnifter had been paid by 

the enemies of this country, he could not have held out bettet 
hopes to them, of given them more real facisfaftion, than his 
condu£l that night mull do. In addition to the news of the 
defeat of Clairfaytj which they would receive about this time^ 
he doubted they would be Ji'tll more pleafed, as enemies to 
this country, to fee the miniftcr's ftatement, that the People 
of £nglahd Were difafleded to their Government, and fuf* 
pefled fo far, that it became necefTary to follow up the French 
pradice, and inftitute a Committee of Secrecy, of Publid 
Safety, or any thing elfe that they chofe to call it. This, he 
was aflured, would be a matter of much fatisfa£lion to the 
enemies of the country. Mr. Jekyll concluded his oppofition 
to the motion by ftating, that the conduct and meafures of 
Adminiftration for fome time pad, had tended to put an end 
to public and private confidence, and dc^droy that happinefs 
and harmony in fociety which ufed to be the chara£leriftic of 
Britifli fubjeAs. The queftion began now to be generally 
called for, when 

Mr, Sheridan faid, that he had waited with much attention 
and expectation to hear fome argument ufed, of which hd 
found the Report fo pcrfeftly deftitute, in favour of fuch a 
meafure ; but he at laft faw that it was not the intention of 
the other fide to bring forward any thing like a (hadow of rea* 
fon to account for their condud. That was a queftion, how^ 
■ ever, of fuch magnitude, that he (hould think it criminal to 
give a filent vote upon it. Before he proceeded farther, fomd 
notice was due to that extreme impatience for the queftion 
which the minifter and his friends evinced, an impatience 
and a manner of expreiling it, which he did not hcfitate to fay- 
was completely indecent ; yet, while liberty of fpcech and 
liberty of Parliamentary proceeding in that Houfe remained 
(and he did not believe it could long remain if fuch a Bill 
paiTed), he would never fo far forget his duty to the country as 
to allow it to pafs in filence ; however much it might be the 
wiih of minifters to hurry through the Houfe a meafure, 
which, to ufe the language of his Learned Friend, was one of 
the moft daring, abominable, and unprecedented, that had 
ever been offered to the confideration of a Britiih Houfe of 
Commons. He held, that the minifter's attack upon the peo* 
pie of Great Britain, by falfely telliAg France, that the people 
of this country were fo^much difa^efted and fufpefled, asjo 
qiake the moft harfti meafures neceflary to reftrain their pro- 
Vol. m. 3 S cccdings 
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ceedings agaiaft the Government, to be unfounded, unjuft, 
and impolitic, in the higheft degree. Witli regard to the 
Report, which had been fo well and (o juftly defcribed by his 
Hon. Friends, he mu(l*fay, that the moment it fliould be pro- 
duced, the hours during which it was debated, when it came 
to the knowledge of the French, muft appear to them to be 
hours of joy and congratulation, and were lb in reality. After 
all the great exertions and great talents of this Committee of 
Public Safety, indigated as they were by the moft tremen- 
dous alarms mat had ever frightened any country* what had 
they to fliew to the country as a vindication of their condud, 
and the fruits of their alarms ? What was to be found in this 
famous Report of the Briii/b Barren > Shortly this } a num- 
ber of copies of idle papers, that had been printed, publiihed^ 
and circulated, fome of them in the courfe of the laft two 
years, and all of them before the commencement of the laft 
feflion of Parliament. Why had they not been profecuted at 
the time they appeared? Why did not thcAttomcj-Gencral 
profecute upon the paper figned by Martin, which ot all others 
contained the moft criminal matter ? One thing, and only one, 
had been darted that was any thing like new, and that was, that 
thefe Societies had been providing arms ; that, by the way, 
remained merely as an aflertion, ior no proof on the fubje£^ 
had been given to the Houfe \ but if it really were fo, or if 
any fuch treafonable praftices exifted in the country, wer« 
Acre not laws by which fuch guilty perfons might be brought 
to adequate and condign puni(hment r He, for one, believed 
that no fuch praflices exifted in the country, and that minif* 
ters and their friends knew this to be the cafe \ but it was 
neceflary for them, and for their views, to keep up, or rather 
create, fome new caufe of panic to gain a continuance of 
power over the people, which feemed to be fo much the dbjed 
of their wiQics. lie believed moft firmly that that meafurc 
was founded imon a conviAion on tlie minds of thofe who in- 
troduced and iupported it, that no pradices exifted at all, in 
diia country, that could produce any alarm, fufRcient to juftify 
the propofal for putting the liberty and the property of the 

gople of Great Britain at the difcretion of the Executive 
overnmcnt, a power which never had been, nor ought to be, 
given, except in times of a£lual rebellion, or imminent and 
maoifeft danger, which -none would be hardy enough to fay 
• was now the cafe. It was fomewhat Angular, that, of all the great 
men who compofcd this Committee, and he declared he feri^ 
oufly entertained a very high refpeft for the charafters and 
abilities of many of them« none of them had come forward in 
defence of this meafurc, <ft ta ftatc grounds for k, except the 

miniftcr. 
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minifter. The principal argument which he had ufed, went 
to proTC the illegality of Conventions, but certainly he could 
not be ferious in ufing fuch an argument; there had been 
manyConventionsin this country, Scotland, and Ireland, for dif- 
ferent purpofes, and none of them had ever been thought ille- 
gal. He belonged to one Society, andhe believed the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had alfo been at one time a member; he was 
fure that the Duke of Richmond had ; and though they joined in 
the meeting with a view to Parliamentary Reform, the avowed 
purpofe of thofe focietics,* they held their Conventions at the 
Guildhall of London, with the leave of the Lord Mayor of 
Chat city, with clerks and other attendants from the Manfion^ 
Houfe, at their command, and from thence they publiflied 
their procee;3ings and refolutions. In Scotland, a Convention 
had been held for a reform in county eleftionjj, and a Learned 
Gentleman (the Lord Advocate), who he hoped was in his 
place, prefided at that meeting, and gave it the name of a 
Convention. In Ireland it was by a Convention that the Roman 
iCadiolics obtained that which was denied them, when they had 
ufed every other mode of proceeding that could be thought of, 
but in none of thofe inftances had Conventions been thought 
illegal. With regard to the difcretion of thofe who were to be 
cntrufted with the extraordinary power, which a fufpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus Aft would put into the hands of the Execu- 
tive Government, it had been faid that there was no danger 
of its being abufed or perverted to improper purpofes. On 
that poin^ he diflFered widely, and had a right to deny it; 
becaufe having that day feen the frivolous pretexts upon which 
this bold and dangerous meafure wad founded, there was good 
reafon to fuppofe that if they had the power to detain perfons 
fufpefted, they would be very apt to proceed upon fufpicions 
equally frivolous. Befides^ as it had been very properly faid, 
if they once get the power, there might be foul play, and men 
might be confined upon no other grounds than thofe of being 
hoftile to the meafures of Adminiftration : Nor could any 
plan in or out of that Houfe be fafe, if they were inclined to 
mifrcprcfent or diftrefs him. Mr. Sheridan afferted, that he 
was warranted in his argument by the calumnies that were 
daily circulated againft hitn and others in newfpapers, almoft 
avowedly employed by minifters JFor fuch deteftable purpofes. 
He defpifed fucn calumnies as much as any man could, and 
defied^ or rather called upon, any one who could do it, to 
come forward with any charge againft him fimilar to thofe that 
had be^n- infinuated in thefe low and difgraceful attacks upon 
uidividuals* Where guilt could be charged and made out, let 
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the broad axe fall ; but however much be held in conf^oipt 
thofe fcurrilous mtfreprefenutionss it might not be amife if 
Gentlemen in office would pay fome attention to the chanu^ers 
of individual Members of that Houfe ; they ought not, at aoj 
rate, to encourage fuch difgraceful condu£l in thofe who were 
fuppofed to be under their controul and dirc£Hon. This lie 
thought was not unworthy the attention of the Attorney- 
General i at the fame time, he would fay, that he never con- 
fidered Gentlemen in adminiftration fo mean or bafe as to pro- 
mote fuch condu£l in newfpapcrs; and it certainly, therefore^ 
did them no honour to countenance it. The Right Hon* 
Gentleman had not endeavoured to lav much ftrefs upon pre- 
cedents, and it was as well for him tnat he did not, fpr he 
could not have produced any that would bear him out; that 
during the American war was not to be applied ; the Bill then 
propofed went only to afie£l perfons coming from America tp 
this country at a time when danger was to be apprehended 
{rom them. In his opinion it would have been better, in the 
prefent inftance, to make the Bill affedl every perfon that 
belonged to any Society for carrying through any political 
purpofe. than to fubjedt every man in Britain to the abfoluto 
and deipotic power which that meafure would place in the 
hands ot the King and his miniftcrs. Another matter was to 
be obferved, viz. that no limited time was ilated for the dura- 
tion of this fufpenfion of the laws of the country. It was 
impoffible^ if this Bill paiTed, to fatisfy ^he Public that many 
of the people who brought out thofe {editions and improper 
publications, were not fubomed, and employed for the ycxj 
purpofe of excelling and carrying on the fame fyftem of alarm 
and pretended danger; and if it was attempted to carry. this 
Bill through both Houfes of Parliament, with an extraordi* 
nary degree of precipitation, he would not heGtate to fay, that 
^ny minifter who would, under fych circumfl;ances« advife his 
Majefty to pafs it, dcfcrved to lofe his heacj. 

f^he Chamellor of the Exchequer faid that if a Bill of this 
fort was neceflary, it certainly was equallj neceflary to carry it . 
through with as much expedition as pomble ; it therefore was 
his intention to follow the precedents of forjineir times in 
preiTing the Bill through the Houfe with all pra&icablc rapi- 
dity, fo that it might get through the Committee that nigh^ 
and be pafTed the next day. Should it meet the concurrence 
pf both Houfes of Parliament, in .the manner propofed, he 
thought it would be hard that an advifer of the Crown Ihould 
forfeit his head for not recommending to his Majefty to give 
the Bill his negative. 
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Mr. Sheridan faid a few words In explanation. 

Mr. Grey gave notice^ that if the minifter perfevered in 
prefling this meafure with fuch precipitation^ he ihould divide 
the Houfe upon every one of the ftages. 

Mr. Burke declared it to be his opinion, that when the broad 
axe of vengeance was fo broadly difplayed in their view, it 
might not be amifs to confider a little what was that mighty 
.provocation which feemed to call for it ? It was fimply this, 
that if a minifter advifed his Majefty to comply with the wifiiet 
of the other tw.o branches of the Legiflature, in giving his 
royal aflent to a meafure which they thought immediately ne- 
ceffary for the fafety of the State, he fliould for fuch ofience 
be fentenced to the guillotine. Would it not be fair to a(k 
where this law was to be found which would inflift a punifli- 
ment of fuch feverity ? Not furely in the code of Britifli cri- 
minal law, which held it meritorious in the fervants of the 
King to keep up the beft poiFible underftanding between him 
and nis Parliament. The philofophy of France, however, was 
fo inexhauftible in fanguinary precedents, that poflibly fome- 
thiqg might be found in the proceedings of the Revolutionary 
'tribunal, which might fufficiently fuit the circumftance ia 
queftion. 

Without meaning, in the fmalleft degree, to difpute the 
magnanimity of the Hon. Gentleman TMr. Sheridan) in de- 
Ijpifing newlpaper attacks, and never fubjedbing them to a pro- 
iecution, he could not eafily believe that his provocations were 
not fuch as might be eafily paralleled. A man fo prominent 
upon the theatre of politics, and who -pofleiTed, as he unquef- 
tionably did, uncommon genius and a£iivity, muft naturally 
expeA to be draMrn before the fcrutinizing tribunal of a newu 
paper i and he was much deceived if that Gentleman, ge« 
nerally (peaking, was not mercifully dealt with. At leaft, he 
never knew a Gentleman fo much in the eye of the Public, 
,who had fared better with our diurnal cenfors. He thought 
it, therefore, rather ftrange. that when he declined theinvidi- 
pjis talk of profecuting thofe papers, in which he was tra- 
duced, he (hould be fo ready to confer that employment upon 
jthe Attomey-General. If his advice could have ^ny weight, 
he would recommend to the Learned Gentleman not to accept 
of the commiffion, left he ftiould draw upon himfelf that ani- 
niadverfion from which he attempted to free his neighbour. It 
was, he believed, frequently true, that phyficians who attended 
hofpitals, in the hopes of efie£ting a cure, fell vi£^ims them* 
felves to the infeftious diforder, which had not, perhaps, fo 
jfatal an effed upon their patients. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burke proceeded to controvert the arguments of Mr. 
Pox refocfting the inference he had drawn from the Conven- 
tion of the Roman Catholics of Ireland. Whatever might 
have heen the Right Hon. Qendeman's motive in applying 
thofe obfervations, ne was not fo ignorant of logic as not to 
know they were irrelevant : For Mr. Fox undoubtedly -wtis 
nothing lefs than a fool, except when he chofe to mafk him- 
felf like the elder Brutus, and aflume the difguiTe of ideotcy 
the better to aflert the liberties of his country. The Roman 
Catholics, after having refpedfully petitioned the Legiflature, 
and experienced a treatment unmeritcdly fcornful, formed a 
•^ Meeting of Delegates," to yrhichthey did not give the name 
of a Convention. Their objeft, moreover, was a fpecial and 
avowed one ; whereas the Convention which this BiH referred 
to, meant to creft itfelf into a paramount power over the con- 
ftituted authorities, the inanity and inutility of which they 
made no fcruple of declaring. It would alfo appear, that their 
projeds were now in a ftate of maturity, and that they were 
preparing to furnifh themfelves with arms which might enable 
them to follow the example of France. In proof of thefe in- 
tentions, Mr. Burke read fomc extTa£ts from a book puhlilhed 
fome time fince by the Revolutionary Society, 

He acknowledged that miniftcrs muft always owe to the 
People a qualified refponfibility for all their public anions ^ 
and if they abufed the power, that was nece^arily, but in con- 
fidence repofed in them, it would be a proper fubjeft fof fu- 
ture examination. In the meafure now propofed, fuppofing 
the extreme cafe of the power being abufed, he contendcc^ 
that it could not have any thing like me bad confecjuences that 
would refult from fuffcring this Convention to go on from 
bad to worfe undifturbcd in their proceedings. The Habeas 
Corpus was unqueflionably one of our moil iqvalttable fecuri- 
tics ; but, in times of great emergency, even that muft be 
given up for the moment, with a view to the prefervation of 
the whole. 

At the period of the rebellion of 1715 and 1745, many 
great houfes were divided between the claims of the Stuarts and 
thofe of the Houfe of Hanover. Happily, by the fufpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus Aft, the chiefs and principals of feveral noble 
families, at this time the ornaments of their country, were 
fafely locked up in the Tower, which if in condition to take 
any part in the conteft, the confequence might have been, that 
their fortunes would have been confifcated, themfelves brought 
to the fcafFold, and the families extin^iflied. It might poC- 
(ibly happen, that the fame falutary-e^e£ls migh* afife iroM 
the adoption at prefent of fimilar precautions. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Sheridan begged to fet the Hon. Gentleman tight on 
one point. He had never faid that he defpifed newfpapcrs» 
but the. calumnies that had been thrown out again ft him in a 
particular paper> fuppofcd to be under the immediate direc- 
tion of Government; neither had he requefted that the Attorr 
ney-Genefal might profecute on his account. . 

The Attorney Gtneral (Sir John Scott) Taid, that he wifhed 
to pay eve^ rcfpe£t to the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. She* 
ridan) ; and no man regretted more than he did the calumny 
^nd abufe on private charaders, that were but too frequently 
circulated in newfpapers; but while Gentlemen called upon 
Kim to profecute libels on private chara£lers, he begged leave 
to rembnftrate with thofe Gentlemen, that if they dogged his 
proceedings as Attorney-General, by forming focieties to fup- 
port thofe under profecutioni was it not only giving an indU 
dtreA encouragement, or, as far as it went, a pofitive aflurance 
of fupport, in cafe of a profecution for libels ? How very dif* 
ficult was ity then, for him toa£t in fuch a cafe ? 

It had been ftated in that Houfe, that he had proceeded with 
lenity } which feemed to be an infinuation conveying reflec- 
tion on the profecutions in another part of the kingdom. If 
he had been able to trace the combination which appeared in 
the Committee of which he had the honour to be a Member^ 
he moft undoubtedly would have profecuted thofe perfons who 
had the audacity to publifh the Refolutions (igned by a pqrfon 
of the name of Martin^ and which were contained in the Re- 
port then before the Houfe. In Scotland, thefe people had 
appeared as delegates from thofe Societies, and a£led in open 
defiance of the laws of the country. It was not fair by any 
means to draw an inference, thati becaufe fevere profecutions 
were not inftitutedhere, the profecutions in Scotland were not 
founded on juft and proper grounds. He was ready to fay, 
that he was moft completely convinced that the profecutions 
there inftituted, and the determination of thofe profecu- 
tions made, were inftituted and made on the moft complete 
evidence. There they had thrown off that difguife, which 
until lately they had maintained in this country. He thanked 
God, that he had from circumftances been placed in the (itua- 
tion of Attorney-General of England at this time ; and he 
flattered hi(nfelf that nothing would be done that was not con- 
fiftent with the moft perfe£^ juftice ; but at the fame time h« 
muft fay, that legal forms were flow, and required time to 
bring perfons under the judgment of the law. So great was 
die combination of thofe people who had formed the plan of 
fi^bvcrting the ^xtftitution, that it was a meafure that he felt 

the 
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the moft neceflary of any adopted in this conntry. He was 
free to fay, that upon that meafure, in his humble judgment, 
depended the (alvation of the ineftimable coni^tution we en- 
joyed, and the prefenration of the happiocls and liberty of the 
country. 

Mr* Fox explained — He faid, he certainly had difapprorcd 
of many of the profecutions, as contrary to bw, and to all con- 
ftitutional principles. It was not neceflary for him to fay, if 
he meant, or when he might bring them before the wifdom of 
Parliament, but certainly^ he would not hefitate to mentios 
fome that he thought were well worthy of their notice. — Tti^ 
thofe which had taken place in another parf of the coontry ;-- 
then the profecutions of Mr. Walker, at Manchcfter ; Mr. 
Philips, at Leicefter ; Rer. Mr. Winteibothom, and all the 
others that were carried on for words (lightly fpoken. There 
was another, where he could not be fuppofed to have any par- 
tiality for the partT concerned } he meant Froft's trial, the pro- 
ceedings on the wnole of which he confidered to be illegal. 

Tbi Attorney General and Mr. Wiglej faid, they fliottld be 
readyto defend the proceedings at Leicefter (of which pbcr 
Mr. Wigley is Recorder). 

The Houfe then divided on the motion for bringing in tk 
Bill, when the numbers were. 

For it - 20 1 

Againft it ' 29 

Majority 162 

Mr. Grey rofe to move a Call of the Houfe, that Gentlemen 
might have time to confider a propofition, of which, till that daf^ 
none but the friends of the minifter had had the leaft noticei 
and that thofe who living out of town could have had no no- 
tice whatever, might have an opportunity of attending 

The Chance/lor of tie Exchequer exprefied his furpnfe at the 
iodifcretion of a motion, the dnlytendency of which muft. be 
to defeat the ohje€t of the Bill. What fuller attendance could 
the Hon. Gentleman expe£l, unlefs he eftimated the number 
of Members prefent from the fmall minority in which he had 
juft voted ? 

Mr. Fox argued in fupport of the motion of his Hon. 
Friend. He contended that the delay of one week could not 
make any material difference as to the ohjeSt in view $ if the 
obje£t was punifhment, there muft be criminality, and the 
prefent laws were fully adequate to that : If it was merely to 
prevent the efcape of a few guilty perfons from juftice, that 
demanded fo unprecedented ^ meafure, he maintained that it 

was 
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"viriis fcandalous for a fingle moment to furrender the liberties 
of ^e whole kingdom on fuch an account. He lamented that 
the old eftabliihed laws known to the conftitution had notbeen 
applied to the evil, if anv exifted; as he (hould ever contend 
that *it was an infamous lioel on the conftitution to fay, that it 
'was only able to maintain itfelf in times of peace and tran- 
quillity, and muft be furrendered in times of danger and dif- 
ficulty. He wiflied to know for what length of time this fuf- 
penfion was to continue, or how it could pofllbly be neceflary ? 
"Was it faid, that when we were engaged in a war upon fuch 
honourable principles, as to be approved by the whole king- 
dom, and tlut at a time when there was the moft popular ad- 
itiiniftration that ever governed in that kingdom, who had on 
every occafion a majority of ten^o one ; was it at fuch a time, 
that we found it neceiTary to fufpend the Habeas Corpus A£b, 
fiom the apprehenfion of an infurre£tion in the heart o£ 
the kingdom ? Mr. Fox aflerted, that the pretences brought 
forward to fupport this meafure, were the moft flimfy and bare- 
faced he had ever witnefTed, and the meafure itfelf die mofl: 
daring and impudent. It was true that fince Terror became 
the C&der of the Day (to ufe a French mode of expreffion) 
thofe opinions might be awhile ftifled, but they would only be 
fupprcfl'ed for a time 5 they would rankle in fccret; curfes 
would follow ; not loud, but deep : And what might be the 
final event no man could fay. After this meafure (hould have 
palled, he doubted whether it would be worth the while of any 
of thofe who aAed with him to attempt to oppofe any thing 
in that Houfe ; if violences were to fucceed, he ihould feel, 
at his laft moments, the confolation of having done every 
thing in his power to avert the impending evil from his coun- 
try ; and he did notthink* in cafe of any difturbance, that one 
head in that Houfe would be more fecure than another. 

Mr. Grey faid, that he (hould not have found it nece(rary to 
* add a finglc word to what had fallen from his Hon. Friend, 
had not the Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) taken the liberty to call fome perfonal reflections on 
him ; but his rebuke he did not feel ; he confidered it the 
overflowing of an arrogant mind, fwelled with over-long en- 
joyment of ill-gotten power. He admired the Hon. Gentle- 
man's abilities ; he never had denied them •, but talents, how- 
ever tranfcendcnt, when unfupported by honour or honefty, 
(hould never meet refpcft from him. On the fubjcft of Par- 
liamentary Reform, he would fay that, notwithftanding the 
lefleftions caft on it, it was a caufe he would never defert, 
under any change of ume or circumftanccs *, nor would he, to 
Vol. m. 3 T prcferve 
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pTdferve power^ or gratify idle ambitioiiteTer become an 

The Houfe then divided : 

Ayes 195 

Majority 157 

After this ftrangers were excluded the gallery ; fo that we 
can only inform the Public, generally, that the Bill was pafled 
through the feveral ftages of firft and fecond readings, voted 
into the Committeei its various cUufes adjufted and agreed to> 
the report ordered to be made immediately, and received. 

During this, the Members who oppofed the proceedings di- 
vided the Houfe many times; one of thefe was upon a qoef- 
tion of adjournment, moved by Mr. Courtenay^ for the purpofc 
of afibrding the Houfe time to refle£fc upon the meafure they 
were called upon to decide, but which was negatived. Tlie 
Public will not expe£l us to ftate the various divifions, from 
our inability to afcertain the precife points upon which they 
took place. . ^ ^ 

At ha]f pad three o'clock in the morning, the Report was 
received, and by confent, the third reading was put off till the 
next day, when the Houfe adjourned* 
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